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¥ TINKLER’S PRETTY ¢

: CAROL-SINGERS 3

SR L D Lo fedo et
&
Ghostly mists had begun to swing
tlazily acress the Suflolk marsh,

touching here and there a reed which
reared its tassclled head above its
fellows. Before them, drifting sha-
dows crept castward like the rising
tide. Im the distance a wild duck
lumbered upward from the hidden
tlake, and beat
‘through the air until lost to view.
As though it were a vespers signal
for the marsh frogs, a rambling ehent
slowly gatheréd volume. It $welled
into a chorus, and sogn swallowed all |
other noises of the night in a grand |
‘wave of sound which reverberated
back and forth between the black
woods, circling like giant Sounding-
boards upon either side of the marsh.
The Sound waves rose and fell like
the breaking of surf. Once, in a lull,
a single vobice, dbcp and rolling; left
the others, and Sounded several Eo-
horous notes, as though leading the
cixgmt :
The old resident had been listening
for that. He laid his hand suddenly
upoft the vibitor’s shoulder, and
whispered eageriy:
“You heara it?”’
His compahion nodded. :
““That's the last of the ‘Tipley
Carol-Singers,’ *’ said the old resident
a8 he rested his arms upon the top
rail of the little rustic bridge.

“I know his voice all right. I'd
knew it in a thousand. That's Bill,
the basso, out there.

“You surely must have heard of

‘Tinkler’s Tipley Carol-Singers’? Why,
man, the fame of that little band
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SETTLI\G A DBILL.

get this bill settled,” sighed Mr.
Sandy, the local bootmaker, looking
ruefully ot a small pzcce of blue pa-
per.

“Why not?”’ asked the partner of
his joys aud sorrows, though not
of his busincss details. “Whose is

it?”’

“It's tie account of Mr. Goodman,
the deacon. I've asked him for
ever so many times, but I can't get
it. I don’t know how to bring him
to the point. IHe is such a bigwig
in the place. 1 suppose he won't
pay till he wants another pair—in
about twelve months.”’

“Give me that bill,”” cried his wiie

with an air of determination. “I'il
get it scttled.”
That was Saturday evening. On

the Monday morning the bLill and the
cash were sent to Mr. Sandy.

“How did jou manage it, my
love?”’ A asied the bootmaker, in
anazemcont.

““Ch, it wasn't much trouble,”” said

Mrs. Sandy, quietly. ‘““You were not
at church yesterday, or you would
have understood. When he brought
round the plate for the collection I
just put that bill into the plate, fol-
ded so that everybody could see the
nane and other particulars—the date
and so forth. T thought you would
have the money to-day. When you
want any more debts collected, pass
the bills on to me, Henry.”

And Henry said he would.

Uﬂlr—“!’a,

Mr. Shegge has asked

t.bo privilege of paying his addresses

to me.”” The Old Man—“1 don’t be-
He has been prom-
hlng to pay our firm for his last
“of clothes for over a yw and
"t done it yet.”

it !

tion.

. have leen

'few in this part of the Eastern Coun-
ties who haven’t heard it sing.

“Wheh old Joe Tinkler came dotwn
from London te live in Tipley, he
brought with him about the most
menagerie that was ever

,seen ahout these parts. Bill Haines,

ing a circus into the place. His
monkey was educated bhetter than
some of the folks who laughed at it,
and the parrots could say about any-
thing they wanted to. There was a
pig that did sums, and two rats that
could play on the pianner—a real lit-
tle one; you know, about as big as a
inouth—organ.

“Tinkler had a mania for training
animals, and the more difficult they
were to handle the better he liked it.

‘““IHe had no connection that I ever
heard of, although he used to say
 that the monkey was a sort of cous- |
m of his. He certainly treated it as
Well as if it had been a blood rela-
It ate at the table;, and; 1 be-
with

lieve, slept in the sameé room
its master.

““Well Tinkler and his animal fam-l

(ily settled down at the old ferry-
'Louse—over there, where you see that
light at the end of the marsh. They
ilived happily for a while, and then
disaster overtook them. The marsh

isn’'t said to be the healthiest place .

on earth—at least, it isn’t especially
recommended by the doctors, and has

never been advertised as a health-re-

sort. The climate proved too much
for the menngerié, and one by one
a little row of graves over on the

‘Lrow of that hill marked the resting- |

'plo,'e of Tinkler's friends.

“The o'd man was all broken up
by his loss. The neighbors offered
him other pets—cats and dogs—but
he didn’t take kindly to them at all.
ITe said they were too commonplace;
that anybody could teach tricks to
tomestic animals. e wanted to

evoi attempted. Altogether, he was
very peevish, and took to roaming
larcfoot about the marsh morning
and night. Tie used to sit about,
just at
tening to the eroaking of the frogs,
'\vhxch, 1 take it, are probably 1more
numerous here thah any other place
in Suffolk.

“It was while Tinkler was liitcning
to the marsh chorus onc evening that
ke ecnceived an icea. Tle called it
gn inspiration, and began to buck-up
iright away. After this he was away
ifrom home more then ever. When
joccasionally a visitor would drop
in, a lusty
Tinkler splashing from the marsh,
muddy and wet from head to foot,
but looking as happy es a twelve-
'year-old school-boy with a piece of
Christmas-pudding.

“Some timwe in the middle of sum-
‘mer it was noticed that all of the
best froe music was over on Tinkler's
side. There was s8till some musical
reroaking at other parts of the marsh;
‘hut it sornded weaker than before,
‘and was usually drowned out by
the m-l~dious chorus from Tinkler's.
Just l'e‘ore this the old man had en-
closed abonut an eichth of an acre of
mersh with wire-netting at the base
of his lawn. After the first specula-

- i s to what Joe was up to, th
‘I don’t suppose that I shall ever ;“on < ¥ :

re gchl:ors Irst all interest in the old
nman and his secret work.

“Cne hv one his few friends ceased
to visit him.
main road, and a hermit could
more alone. Bill Trons,
the miller’'s son, sprung a sensation
in the Red Lion one day by saying
that he had been up by Tinkler's the
evening before, and had heard a band

’ 'but Saying not a word.

its way elumsily

train something that no one elsé had |

this time in the evening, lis-

‘Hello!” would bring |

His place was off the
not |

. (the yart, Wwaving his arms like mad,
Someone |
suggested that the place was haunt-
‘ed, and that its proprietor was out |
of his mind.
; “Luhosity beghn to get keyed up |
 pretty high, when oné morning Tifk-
‘ler marched up to the post-office and
'asked if he could have his letters in- |
stead of waiting till the postman
brought them round. Heé hadn’t
been there since the arithmetical pig |
died. There was quite a number of
letters, but Tinkler paid little atten-
tion to them; shoved them care-
‘lessly in the tail of his coat, and
'said to Perkins, the postmaster: ‘I
'should like to hire the hall for next
'Saturday night, as I want to give
concert there which will wake
q‘ipley & bit; I think, the idea being
new afd ofigindl.’

“Perkins and he arranged it be-
tweéen them; and Tinkier billed the
town tHat same afterhoon. The pos- |
ters were short, home-made, and to
‘the point. As nedar as 1 can remem-
ber',' they stated that the concert
would be the greatest novelty of the |
age; and that imported musicians
would fender all the familiar  airs,
‘and mahy that were not so familiar.
Sixpenee admission Wwould bé charged.
t is needless to say these posters
created a sensation. Tipley had hot
hstened to a concert since the Yeéo-

|

manty had madrched off to start for
South Africa, and musi¢ in Tipley
tvas practically dead.
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“Nohe doubted that Tinkler tould |
have the finest talent to be Secured
|at his concert, for he was a man of
' the world and of the circus. Every
Saturday night the farmers from
'miles around came to Tipley to buy
their weekly necessaries and to talk
over the crops, the weather, and a
few other things.

“This Saturday night the whole
countryside turned out, and the hall
%as packéd to the doors. A rude
stage and curtain had beén tigged up
'at one end of the toom:

“’I hdven't seeh nb musician$ |
roamin’ about,” said Charlie Lewis.

“There was a rustle of expectation
through the hall as the curtain stir-
red uneasily. It swung softly back,
disclcsing what looked like a section |
of marsh, framed in by the three
walls of the stage. Water could be

'mormg in the lamplight. A faint ev-
‘énitig breeze lrifted in and stirred the
tops of the reeds and grass.

.~ ‘A thril of surprise swept through |
{the assemblage. What was this?
'Where were the musicians? Could
they be hiding in the grasses?

| “Tinkler did not give them chance
.to wonder long. Stepping to the
front of the stage, carrying a large
‘bass viol, he signalled Perkins to put
out the lights.

| ““'Do not be frightencd,” he
as the audicnece stirred unheasily
| the darkness. v
“Through the open windows came |
.mdlstmctly the ceaseless chorus from
'the marsh. Suddenly Tinkler
| a rumbling, long-drawn note from the
j\'xol echoing through the hall.

““As if in answer, a deep bass croak
sprang into life from the bosom of
the minature marsh upon the stage.
Another voice, somewhat higher,
took up the note, and carried it on a
tising scale to ahother, and yet an-
‘other. THhe last was a metallic
‘though recognizable of the tenor.
““Again Tinkler drew his bow. and
'soltly drifted into the strairs of ‘A
Merry, Merry Christmas.” With
creasing volume the voices in the
rce’s followed the familiar tune.
They were harmonious, and, though |
not exactly like anything ever heard |
on a stage before, blended pleasingly |
to the ear.

said,
at

““The gaudience was spellbound. |
‘Frogs!’ they whispered. And then,
in @awed silence, sat twith open

mouths, drinking in the sounds which |

came uninterruptedly from the diree-
tion of the stage.

“Like a performer picking out the
simple tune with one finger on an
ofgan, the unseen sitigers piped in to
fill out the notes suited to their voic- |
eés. 'The viol supplied the bars they
couldn’t reach. True, some of the
musizians, especially the piping ten-
or, couldn’t hold the notes as long
as could the deep. basso; but ecach
was clear and ringing, and seemed to
show a certain amount of training.

“Not a sound could be heard ex-
cept the insistent strains of the song.
As the last notes died away, there
was the
cedes applause. Tinkler neatly check-
ed the threatening noise by suddenly
swinging into ‘Let Me Like a Soldier
Tall,” with his four-voiced choir
following, so to speak, =t his heels.
Azain the awed silence.

“Without pause tune after tune was |

rendered. The singers scemed to be
carried away with a sort of
fess’onal enthusiasm.
the end of ‘The Mistletce Bough’ (the
singing had lasted an hour now), the
baritcne's voice broke a little. At
the end of the bar Tinkler ran his
fingers half-way down the strings,
and gave a sudden, fierce lunge to
his bow. The viol screeched wildly,
discordantly. The singers seemed to

“There were four quick plunges in-
to the water, and little waves lapped
over the tank on to the stage. The

lights were on, as if by magic, and a |

wild cheer went up. The old hall
g ook from end to end, and seemed

-
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seen at the base of the reeds, shim- |

sent |

in-
| Chicago lays claim to the posses-

pro~
Along towaras !

bite their notes off and swallow them,

PRCOPRIETOR |

| well to include them in his daily bill |

and IEit.

)

MW plawng somewhere about there and {ready 1o tumble down with the
.,. had seent the old man jumping around  strain.

| “Wweil, Tinkler's fame Wwas made.
' From that time on he was looked up-
lon as the cleverest man about these
 parts. For miles around the country
|men would drive over to hear the
frog carollers sing. They would on-
Iy perform at night, when everything
was quiet. With pardonable pride
'thé old mdn would tell his visitors
hotw he laboted for weeks in the
' marsh, selecting just the right voices
fot hig little band; how he had been |
;dlsappbm'cd time and again; ahd had
‘tried at least & thousahd frogs be-
\fore he had been suited.
| ““The singers were as healthy a
|looking lot of frogs as 1 ever saw;
'but one of them, Tim the tenor, died
'suddenly one day late in the sum-
mer. I think he swallowed a young
,ﬁeld mouse, and it hurt him. The
| blow almost broke Tinkler's heart.
“The other three still performed at
| times, but it was hard to get in all
the fine notes without Tim. They
'weére ambitious—Sam, the second ten-
(or, more than ahy other, and it
pro\cd hi§ undoing. One night, in
‘trving to reach a high note which
' before had been carried aff easily by

! Yim, something in Sam’s throat snap- | ¢q in a simple pattern, and I

so cut-up about the |

ped. He was
loss of his voice that he hopped |
aWay obfic night, and joined his fam-
'ily in the marsh.

| “‘Ben, the baritore, and Bill, the
' basso, quarrelled, and never again |
' could be induced to sing together, so
they were turned loose. Ben sang
alone for a while over at the far end
of the marsh.

““One night his voice was missed. A
| wild duck, which had waded there the
fay boiore, might have told where it
*a_s but he didn’t. There is no vo-
‘calist now biit Bill."”
| The chorus rolled on, keeping time
‘to the plnmti\e notes of a whip-poor-
will.
| Suddenly the old resident whistled
sharply. Like a ship checked by a
‘giant wave, the melody ceased, and
then rolled on again as Bill, the
'basso, hoomed forth his interrupted
ery, a challenge to any who should
‘doubt his right to lead the marsh
‘chorus of Tipley.—London Answers.
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CHILDREN IN BUSINESS.

| Number of Babies Who Earn Theix
Own Living.

The British census statistics that
have regard to child workers make
;extraordinary reading, and an
fact is that girls of tender years
seem to take to business more ser-
iously than boys of the same age.
'No fewér than 142 little girls of ten
‘or less are returned as charwomen,
1681 earn their living in the tobacco
‘txade 450 in jewellery and watch
'making, and over 30,000 in the tex-
tile industries as factory hLands.

One girl of the same tender age is |
i returned as an insurance clerk, three |
'ale said to be bargemen One is a !

““painter and engraver,”” another a

“missionary and itinerant preacher.’
Torty are coal miners, fifty-two
eycle of motor makers, and twenty-
four pawnbrokers !

Of boys of similar elementary age |
'we find five engaged in scientific pur- |
| suits, four are authors, editors, or
lournalists. There are also thirty=
four actors.

London has a small boy who earns
| his living as a flagstone artist. His
inscription explairs his having been
forced into this vocation. ““I am |
5t,he eldest of six brothers, and our
| father has died and left us totally
 unprovided for, and this is all I can
,rlo to help us yet, as I am only ten
vears old.”

' sion of the two youngest editors in
the world. Their names are William
Kereys and Emily Swing. They are |
now about fourteen, but they began |
| business three years ago. ‘T'heir |
paper is the Penny Post. They are
'hot only editors, but writers, com-
positors, pressmen, and circulators.
They began by writing out the !
'paper laboriously by hand, but by
,thc time their circulation reached

| THE FIFTY MARK
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RUG AND RAG CARPET.

Probably ail women who make rugs

are familiar ~ with those that are

| knitted ou large wooden needles, and

together and wound inte balls and
| crocheted in the  single stitch into
rigs of the desired shape and size. |

also with those that are braided, but
Perhaps all do not know of the

ctoeheted rugs which are pretty and |

easily made.

to narrow eveén strips, then sewed

‘W cagiest way to make a rug is tc
cut the cloth in strips about three
inches wide, then lay three or four
of the strips together and
through the centre to a lining
bed ticking or burlap, cut the
and shape you want the rug to be.
Stitch the strips as close together as

p6ssible and cut into fine fringe, and |

(if desired the colors may be arrang-

0
l

I

Adother
cut

rug when it is finished.
easy way to make a rug is to
woolen pieces in strips,
 nary carpet rags, but not too fine.
Run a double thread lengthwise

 through the center. of the strips so

|

they will be closely shirred, and in
%xwing to the foundation take care
to roll or twist the shirred
every féew stitches.

sewed round, oval or square accord-

' ing to the shape of rug wanted; and

|

a design may be followed or

rug may be of one solid color. You

can take your old worn ingrain car-
pet and make serviceable rugs if you |

The pieces are cut in- |

stitch |
of |
size |

am |

 sure you will be delighted with the

as for ordi-|

strip |
They may be |

the !

Bedroom floors may be kept cool |
and very fresh in summer if wiped
daily with a cloth wrung out of
strong salt water. All microbes,
moths and pests are thus destroyed.

' ations on teacups are
' damp salt

removed by

ABOUT PASTRY.

Itry. A very simple test will show
' the right heat. If the cook will in-
sert a piece of white notepaper in
‘her oven and after five minutes take
it out, she will know what its heat
is. A pale yellow hue on the paper
' will indicate that it is too slow for
;ordmary short crust or puff paste,
' though it wili do for Geonoese paste.
But a nice brown color, decided in
tone, shows that the heat 1s  brisk
enough and just right. A very
dark brown shows (oo much heat,
‘and the oven must be slowed down
somewhat.

Even when the oven is quite right
and the pastry has been made mod-
‘erately rich, a woman will feel dis-
satisfied at the appearance, because
she misses the rich brown gloss that
she has seen on pastry made
practical cooks. This gloss is pro-
duced by an egg wash. An egg is
 beaten up with a little sugar and a
'small quantity of milk is added.
'With this the pie is brushed over
after the pastry has been finished
'and all its paste ornaments have
' been put ,on. 1If a little of the raste

has been left over it can be convert-

ed into tea cakes by adding a little
baking powder, a few currants and
a little sugar. 'Then the remainder
'of the egg glaze will come in handy
to. brush over the cakes and none
will bhe wasted. This wash is the
sgcret of the rich brown seen on the
'shop buns.

PN

CLEANING A CARPET.

wish by cutting into bias strips a|

little more than an inch in width

rand then raveling out one-half width |

'and séwing to a

string foundation, |

' overlapping the strips so that only

' the fringe

odd !

is visible. It is ° much
casier to sew the pieces for rag |
carpet on the machine than by hand
as a quantity of them can be sewed
before they are cut or torn  into
strips. Take two pieces of any |
width and overlap the edges about
one-third of an inch, then stitch
across two or three times on the
machine, and you can stitch ' pieces
together in this way until you have |
one long strip, and ‘when tearing or
cutting into strips, cut through the

'stitched seam and you will soon,
have enough for a ball. The best
picces of an old rag carpet can be

'as faded calicoes can be colored any |

’Viceable, as well as more genteel
lmppeau‘zmce than cheap matting

|

|

|

[

l
{

{ cretonne. :
'when they ;need washing.

raveled out and the raveling wound |

Sometimes a Brussels or Moquette
| carpet needs cleaning when it is not
convenient _ to. take it up. After
sweeping two or threc¢ times to “re-
‘move all the dust possible, prepare
a suds of warm water and soap, dis-
'solving a little borax in it. Use a

'at a’time, just as you would a floor.
'Wipe with a flannel rag wrung out
'of clear ‘warm water, changing the |
[water often. Go over the whole car-
pet in the same ‘way, doing the
work quickly so the'water will not

| go through the carpet and when you |
'have finished, open the windows and |

"doors so it will dry. You will

it looks. E. J. C.

i
CAPE COLONY’S ODD RIVER.

]

'Keeps Crops Growing in a -

Dry |
Land When Other Rivers Fail.

into balls and they can be used in
another carpet.

All kinds of pieces can be used in |
these home-made carpets and rugs

of the bright colors with the dia-
' mond dyes for cottou and the woolen
pieces with the dyes for wool, and
the hit or miss pattern is the pret-
tiest way to arrange the colors. A
well made rag carpet is more

or
' cotton ingrain, and if firmly woven
and the colors harmonize, thev are
prettier than any other kind of a |
cheap floor covering.

T'OR BABY’'S COMFORT.

A great deal of care and attention
is given to everything pertaining to
'the baby’s comfort. The clothing is
made loose enough to allow him firee-
'dom of action, and of fine soit ma-
terial that does not irritate the ten-
'der flesh. His meals, his bath, his
'hours of sleep are all items of inter-
est to the young mother.

When you are ready to give
baby his bath, have the tub set on
a box or something that will make it
'a convenient height for the mother
'as she sits in her chair. A folding
' screen is a great convenience. It is
' easily adjusted around a warm cor=-
'ner, and if the door is opened the
' baby is out of the draft. This screen
may be made of a wooden clothes |
' horse by fitting the panels with cur-
tains of muslin, dimity, chintz  or
These may be removed
The lower
are convenient

rungs of the screen

'for hanging the towel and clothing |

the\ were forced to abandon this.
Thev bought a suit of second-hand
tvpe and other printers’ appurten-
? ahces, taught themselves, tyvpe-
 setting, and now have got their
| paper upon a paying basis. They |

copies
to

| send

| Sates,

Japan.
Willie Gwinn, ‘“‘the boy doctor,” is

another American prodigy. He is

now not quite eight years old, but

has passed nearly every examination

to a dozen different
Canada, and even to

{ three times his age has undergone.
| He was only five when he was ex-
amined at the Rush Medical College
on the osseous and circulatory sys-
tems and the minute anatomy of the
heart. He passed with flying
colors. He makes a considerable ad-

on, placing them within reach when '
neederd.

Pour the water,
heated to the proper temperature,

which should be
in

'the tub. Disselve a tablespoonful of

shuffiing of feet which pre- | which the average medical student of

powdered : borax in two gallons,
which makes it soft and cleansing.
A bath thermometer is almost indis-
pensable, as the sense of touch can-
not be depended upon. - Set - baby

in the tub and wash the whole body |

quickly, using a soft silk sponge,
which cleanses without irritation.
Very little soap - is ncoded, but it
should be of the best quality. When

'he is washed, spread a bath towel in

| wipe him dry with a piece of

dition to the family income by his |
medical skill.
There i8 a boy in Delaware, Obhio,

who l\oc[‘s a simall store about eight
feet by

pets, such as squirrels, rabbits,
and pigeons. TIlis name is Jack Mar-
vin. He began this business when

only eight vears old, and is so clever
at it that now, at the age of ' ten,
he makes a living for himself and
for his widowed mother. A great
deal of his stock he collects himself,
and he is said to be especially smart
in presciibing special food for «sick
and ailing pets.

Rut there is one English record of
a youth in busirness which
erica would probably find it hard to
beat. The stationmaster in charge
'lof Welford Park Station, on the
' Lambourne Valley Railway in Berk-
| shire, FEngland, was appointed to
gulS office at the age of thirteen, and

| faction in the discharge of his duties.

EAT LOTS OF ALMONDS.

According to
{ expert, blanched almonds give the |
‘hlfr} er nerve or brain and muscle
food and the man who wishes to
keep his brain-power up would do

t of fare. Juicy fruits give the same
' in less proportion, and are eaten
by all men whose living depends on
' their clear-headedness. Apples sup-
ply the brain with rest. Prunes af-
ford proof against nervousness, but
are not mescle-feeding. They
be avoided by
the liver. But it has been
that fruits do not have the
fect upon everybody. Some men
have never been able to eat apples
without suffering the agony of in-
digestion; to others, strawberries are
'llko poison.

Don’t deride the hobby of wvour
neighbor while riding vour own.

Sometimes the breaking of an en-
gagement enables the parties to live
happily ever after.

|
|
|

a celebrated healthf

|

and
soft
linen. Any places that seem in dan-
ger of chafing should be dusted with

vour lup, lift him out upon it,

|a powder made by thoroughly mix-

'ing ten parts talcum powder and one

six, where he cells food for |

|

part boracic acid. Replace the
clothing quickly and ke will be ready

for a quiet refreshing sleep.

‘he is in a room where there

aven Am- |

is said to have given perfect satis- |

i

Babies should be put to bed early.
I'ndress him and rub Lim gently all
over the body. then put on a long
loose night. dress of outing  flannel
or some other suitable material. If
is a
light, see that it does not shine in
his eves. The room should be kept
the same temperature as nearly as
possible, all the time.

——

THE MANY RCES OF SALT

When cabbage, onions, or strong-
smelling vegetables have been boiled
in pans to prevent odors clinging to
then, place some salt on the stove,
and turn the pan bottom up over the
salt. In a few minutes the pan will

lsmell sweel.

'and water and

All salads should Le soaked in salt
! stroy animalculae
or small worms.

Make a stror;: brine, and water
'garden walks 1o kill weeds. A mod-
erate quantity to salt stimulates

' their growth

same ef- |

water
bed-

Salt and camphor in cold
is an excellent disinfectant in
rooms.

Housemaids
ter, after using it,
pipes.

Sewer

shouid pour salt wa-
down the drain

{ hasins.

Water for laying dust is more
effective when salt is added. Sea
'water is generally used in coast

| towns for

this purpose.

Rattan, bamboo and basket-work

furniture may be thourghly cleared
by scrubbing with brush and salt |
water. :

Japanese and plain straw matting |

should be washed with sal!t water
and rubbed dry. This keeps them
soft and prevents brittle cracking
where trafiic is heavier.

Brooms soaked in hot salt water

wear better and do not break.

ser- |
in'

the |

gas is counteracted by a |

Shautd 'handful of salt placed in toilet-room

those who sufier irom |
proved |

During .the past season a large part
of Cape Colony has suffered from a
severe drought. The poorly nourished
cattle have looked pinched, the
grass has turned yellow, and
crops have been a partial failure.

In the midst of the parched regions,
however, there has been a long rib-
'bon ‘of green, where oats, wheat and |
tobacco have yielded great crops and |
the farmers are happy, though they |
have not had an inch more rain than |
.thcxr less fortunate neighbors. Their
prosperlty is due to a very remark-
‘able river. :
1 The Klipplaat in Eastern Cape Col-
ony is a friend in need, when all the !
other streams may be as dry as ' a |

bone and the curious feature about |

;1t is that the Klipplaat itself has a |
' hopeless . aspect most of the time,
with only a little puddle of water
here and there in the lower parts of |
(its bed.

Suppose' we had stood on the banks
‘of the Klipplaat in December last,
the summer season in Cape Colony,—
ithe sky was brazen all the 'days of
.that month—and we should have seen
‘only the dry bottom .of the river
|with a mudhole here and there.to re-
‘lieve the monotony.

.; But if we happened to be there at’

the right time we should suddenly |
have observed a great stir among the

farmers, and have heard excited
shauts from farm to farm carrvlng
the news that had just come in a |

telegram from far up the river. The |
telegram - was only five words long, |
but it brought joy,and . bustle and
.cagor anticipation to every soul
'message read:—

“THE RIVER IS COMING DOWN.”

It would be hours before the arriv-
‘al of the travelling waters, but every |
'minute was full of work for all hands.

\
8
{
!
’

' The pumps were to ‘be rigged: Every |
clod of dirt in the ditches that .would |

impede a free flow was to be crushed,
and busy spades were preparing ‘the
land for a thorough flooding: and
the children were on the banks prick- |
ing up their ears ta catch the. first
sound announcing the approach of
the coming flood.

At length we should see the -river |

tumbling along with a rush and a
roar and in twenty minutes the dry
channel would be filled to the top of
the banks; and soon, where all

ters would
ditches under the bright sunshine. All

e |
nature rejoiced under the transforma- |

tion, and the sheep and cattle were
scarcely less happy than the men and
women.

A day later the channel would be
dry again, but all the water that |
could be utilized by plant and animal |
life for two or three weeks would
be stored in the soil and wells. Then
would come another torrent and ev-
erybody would bend again to the task
of utilizing it to the utmost.

~o it went on all summer. The
cattle and sheep were fat, the oats
were waist high, and the tobacco leaf
was broad and of excellent quality.

The phenomenon is easily explained.
No matter how parched and sear
South Airica may be, the Drakensberg

Mountains of the east, catching the
moisture laden winds from the In-
dian Ocean, have always plenty of |
rain.

The little Klipplaat rises among

‘the foothills of the higher Drakens-
berg, where the largest water supply
is maintained. Snow frequently falls
at these higher altitudes, and is
melted by the successive rains,
ling the water supply.

The Klipplaat is the only river that
enjoys these advantages to the full,
ana the merry torrent it sends down
every few weeks maintains a belt of
luxurious verdure, no matter how dry
the surrounding countrv may be. So
‘the Klipplaat is regarded as an un-
mixed blessing and the most remark-
able river in South Africa.

'S
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DULL, SWEDISH SAILORS.

{ A commission has been formed to
| investigate the condition of the
Swedish sailors and marines who, it
is asserted, are afllicted with “o
chronic incapacity td understand and
quickly execute orders.”

~N

Black spots on dishes and discolor- |

A brisk oven is needed for all pas- |

by |

be |
‘surpnsed to see how zlean and fresh |

the |

, 'coins to a neighboring antiquary

The |

. was |
dry a little be:ore, the life-giving wa- |
be glistening in all the |

swel- |

D G. SMITH, PROPRIETOR
TERMS—3L50 a Year, if paid In advans?, $1.99

|FINDING BIDDEN WEALTH
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i
ETREASURE DISCOVERED AT
| UNEXPECTED PLACES.

| Workmen in England TUncover
? Great Amount Biuiied 500

. Years in River.

! an irresistible
On

Hidden treasure has
attraction for the human race.
the slightest hint from scer or
tune teller some one is sure to dig
where the buried treasure is suppos-
ed to be, and dissapointment does not
discouruge another attempt when an-
other “‘tip’” is received. Very few
have ever come upon hidden treasure,
and the few have found it unexpected- |
ly.

Take, for instance,
unearthing of 200,000 coins in the
‘bed of the River Dove, in Staflord-
shire, Iingland, seventy-two years
ago. Some workmen were engaged in
‘removing a mud bank which had
formed in the centre of the river,
when one of them was amazed to find
~on raising his spade that it glistened
with silver coins.

Attracted by the digger’s exclama-

that romantic

‘tions of astonishment and delight, his

fellow workmen hurried up, and in a
moment half a dozen men were
scrambling and fighting for the trea-
sure, feverishly filling their pockets,
their hats and beer cans with silver
coins, which were worth their weight
in gold, for they were of the time of
‘the first two Edwards, and had lain
in the river for 500 years. That the
.bulk of the treasure trove was ulti-
mately claimed by the Duchy of
Lancaster matters little, for its find-
ers had already appropriated scores
of thousands of the precious disks.
BOYS DISCOVER CHEST.
Only two years later a few village
‘boys were playing at marbles on
| Sunday afternoon on a field near Bea-
worth, in Hampshire, when one of
them caught sight of a piece of lead
iprojecting from a cart rut In a
rough road that crossed the pasture.
‘Tugging at the strip of metal he

| : ' disclosed a hole, and through the ex-
sclean brush and scrub a small place

‘posed opening he saw a pile of glit-
tering coins, bright as if fresh from
the mint. To fill his pockets, and
(those of his playmates was the work
iof a few moments, and so little did
'the youngsters appreciate the value
of their discovery that on their way

home they amused themselves by
flinging the coins into the village
' pond.

Ultimately nearly seven thousand

icoins were recovered from this buried
}treasure chest, and they proved to be
of the reigns of William I. and Willi-

‘am II. and in a wonderful state of
| preservation..
| A similar discoverv was made near
| Wetherby, in Yorkshire, when a heavy |
cart, passing over a country road,
stuck fast in a rut, and on being re-':
leased disclosed a number qgf silver
coins, which had escaped from
burst lid of a chest hidden under the
‘roadwav. It was assumed that the
| chest of coins had been buried there.
in the perilous days of the civil war,
and that the gradual sinking of the
'road and the weight of the passmg
cart had at last brought it again to
the light of day.

FIND SILVER INGOTS.

In the year 1846 a most valuable
'deposit af treasure was revealed
{the strangest fashion at Cuerdale,
'near Preston, in Lancashire. .Some
|laborers were digging near the banks
of the River Ribble when the pick-
axe of one of them struck something !
‘harder than earth and more yielding
than rock. On removing his pick he |
found transfixed at the end of it a-
|large ingot of silver. Plying his tool
‘with renewed vigor he soon discover-
‘ed wealth, consisting of scores of sil-
'ver ingots weighing in all over 1,
000 ounces.
| Similar fortune befeld a couple

of

* tlaborers who were digging in a ditch

‘near Glastonbury, in Somersetshire,
|when they unearthed an ancient chest
{full of coins of the davs of the
'Stuarts. They took samples of the
of
‘wealth, who not only paid the men
ra large sum for their treasure, but
' purchased a score or more acres of
land adjacent to the lucky ditch, And
there the irony of fortune is well il-
| lustrated, for although the antijuary
spent thousands of pounds in buying
and excavating his land, not a single
lcoin was discovered beyond those !
*which a stroke of the spade had re-

| vealed.

This is the kind of trick fortune !
lloves to play on designing man. Not
|very many yvears ago, when the

{thatched roof of an ancient cottage '
{near Ripon was removed a rich nest
\of 5-guinea gold pieces was discover-
ed hidden away under it. When the
‘news of this treasure trove came to
‘the ears of a neighhoring land own-
jer he was so fired by the lust of gold
‘that he forthwith purchased a dozen
similar cottages in the distriet and
‘had them all pulled down.. but not a
'solitary coin was found in exchange
for the £3,000 the experiment
him.

i
SELECTING DAIRY CALVES.

A writer gives this method of
which

se-
{lecting calves to raise, is fol-
1,lowed by many successful
(““Turn the little calf on its back and
'sce that it has four well placed teats
that is, wide apart, and two rudi- |
'mentaries, or extra teats. Next see
that it has a large udder cord, which
vou can feel on the side, rubbing the ,
finger back and forth. Such parts|
‘are made in proportion and a large
udder cord indicates that the calf,

|when it becomes a cow, will carry
'a large udder, because a large cord
'is necessary to hold this up. Next |

{look in the calf’'s mouth, and if there
are eight teeth, well through, vou
‘can safely raise that calf. If there
are only two teeth put through, re-
ject the calf, because, as a rule, this
indicates that the constitutional vig-

or of the mother was not sufficient to
‘mature the calf fully before it was
‘born. Such a calf will be likely to

have a weak vitality when it grows
up, as well as during its younger
days.

.

NEGRESSES AS DETECTIVES
Negress private detectives are b
'ing employed by an agency
Georgia. The women are stated
be adepts in the work required of
them, as they are intelligent, patient
trustworthy, and as cunning as foxes,
Besides, the individual shadowed
cannot, as a rule, tell one negress
from another. Lady detectives who
are white can, it seems, be readily
“spotted’’ by the parties they are
watching.

in
to

“Pa,”” said little Johnny, “‘teacher
is thinKing about promoting me.”
“How do yvou know?”’ “‘From wvhat
ishe said to-day.”” ‘“‘And what was
[that?”” “‘She said if T kept on I'd
| belong to the criminal class.”’

for-;

the |

in-

cost !

dairymen: !

€~ at the annual police revolver
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CAN SUSPERD EXISTENCE

WONDERFUL FI:AT OF CAHIEF
MOHATMER OF HINDOCS.

Has Spent Years of Fasting
and Self Mortifica-
tion.

He

There is a man stayigg at a tem-
perance hotel at Oxford. who can
stop the beating of his heart for
thirty seconds, during which time
' his existence is suspended, and his
:spirit., it is said, wanders in space,
reading the future, says the London
Daily Mail.

His is no idle claim.
ford, three years ago. he demonstrat-
ed his powers to Professor Max
Muller and Professor Carpenter, and

While in Ox-

then journeying to Cambridge, as-
»tounded Mr. F. W. Myers and other
medical men, who, after using steth-

oscopes and similar appliances, ex-
pressed themselves as beirg com-
pletely satisfied. A few weeks ago,
while in New York, he repeated the
performance before a Dr. Avres. Ox
|the last occasion he told of the
death of a prominent American three
days before the rews reathed New
t York.

it is only on the rarest occasions,
though, that these marvels and oth-
ers equally astoundirg are performed
| before perplexed scientists, ] ,am
p teachor, not a wonder worker,”” he
says. ““These things are only child’s
pla_v. My mission in life is a spiri-
tual one.”

His name 1s Agamya Guru Para-
mahamsa, and he is the chief of the
| Hindoo Mahatmas, of whom such
wonders are told by those who have
visited ITndia. TIn his “Life.”” Proe
fessor Max Mul'er described him as

A FIRST-RATE SANSKRITIST

a man of remarkable inteiligence,
and “‘the only real saint who has
come to English-speaking lands.
Years of fasting and mortification
prepared him for his life-long mis-
sion, whiech consists of traveling
| throughout the length and breadth
|of India teaching the philosophy of
'altrvism anfd sell-abnegation and

acting as spiritual father and phil-
osopher to millions of the popula-
‘tion.

His present visit to Engiand,
which is the second he has paid to
our shores, is a temporary Lalt made
on the return journev of his native
land. He cares nothing for money
jor for the pleasurcs of material ex-
istence. I am supported by my
disciples,’’ he told it representive of
the Daily Mail. ““If T telegraphed
to India they ‘would send me thou-

sands of ruppees. 1 do not want
that. What is money ? 1t can-
not bring happiness. Tt cannot

help one at the last.

In India he is idolised, he says, by
millions. ‘““When I arrive at a place
to teach,’”” he said, ‘“‘my followers
bring me food, wash my feet, and
then drink the water. I do not
preach over here or lecture. People
jare paid to lecture here. I could
jnot consent to change my knowledge
for money. Besides, why should I
go into the street and utter truthe
to robbers and fools ?

WOULD THEY LISTEN 2

“Why should I preach to the com-
'mercial-minded people of England ?
Would they listen, either 2 I have
met many men, but few wise ones,
So 1 just travel round when T am
abroad finding out the few wise men
and ignoring the rest, who only
want to be convinced by the strange
'thmgs I can perform. They are only
'for children, not for those who seek
:the higher truths. I do not come
here to work miracles.”’

His beardless face is bright with
‘intelligence and kindness. When he
is out of doors his close cropped hair
'is hidden by a large green turban.
' Beneath a flowing yellow Hindu robe
‘one can trace the outlines of a large
i athletic frame, which is a fine testi-
imonial to the vegetarian diet on
i which he exists. Even this he only

partakes of once a day.
| ““I am fifty-six years old,’”’ he said.
“For years and yvears I have studied
3law and medicine and all the phil-
osophies of the East. Now I am a
teacher of Vedantic philosphy, which
means the attainment of the high-
] est »
| For two years he lived in a doig
' cave with no one to tend him out a
few faithful followers. Then he re-
‘mained for five years in the heart
of a Himalayan jungle.

-——<

PROFITABLE ILCISURE.

'

What Can Be Done With Yowr
Spare Ti.ne.
| Too much cannot be said of the

value of the hours which most mep
'waste. One of the prime qualities of
‘a man of force and ability is bhis
clear understanding of what can be
done with the time and tools at his
command. Such a man wastes ng
‘time in idly dreaming of the things
he would do if he could go to col-
lege, or travel, or have command of
long periods of uninterrupted time.
He is not guilty of a feeble evasion
of “‘no possibility’’ for his career by
' getting behind adverse conditions. If
 the conditions are adverse, he gets
dn front of them, and so gets away
from them.

| A young man who ceases to dream
. about the things he would do if he
had plenty of time, and plans the
' things he will do with the time he
has, may go slowly, but he will go
far.

: Such a young man wanted to know
| German. He bought an elementary
' grammar and phrase-book, and when

'a spare quarter or hall hour came
. he studied them:. 1t was not diffi-
‘cult, and became interesting. Pre-
! sently his progress was rapid, and

the pleasure of the occupation stead-
{ily increased. In less than a year
| he had German so well in hand that
l"e began to study Spanish. TIle be-
fca,mc engrossed in the study of lan-
’guagcq as an occupation for his
| leisure hours; he found it very en-
joyable, and every language learned
| was an open door to more employ-
5mem In a few years he was read-
ing German, Spanish. French, and
| Italian. In the meantime his busi-
| ness advancement had been rapid,
and he had secured a very important

' and lucrative position.
: - %
§ UNLUCKY POLICEMAN.
f A member of the N. Division of

' police is probably the most unlucky
'mdlndual in the whole London,
(F‘ngland\ police force. He has now
‘been in the force for five years, and
"in every one of those years he has
either sustained a serious injury or
suffered from a serious iliness. In
the first year of his service he had
a very bad attack of pneumonia; in
ithe second year he had his arm
{ broken in trving to stop a run-away
horse: in the third vear he had a
gdanqmm!\ attack of rheumatic fever;
last year he had his nose broken by
'a refractory prisoner; and this year
'he was accidentally shot in the neck
prac-

| tice.

DOWN AND UP.

“¥ello, Mike, do you find much to
do now?” 2

“Yis. TI'm jest after cuttin’ dowr
a tree, and to-morrow I'll have te
cut it up.”

Angry Father — “I thought you
promised me yvou wouldn’t even en-
courage this disreputable scamp you
‘have just married!”’ FEloping Daugh-
ter—“Well, knowing my extravagant

tastes and his small income, do vou
think he has reason to feel very wmuch
encouraged?’’



