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WINTER ARRANGEMENT. 1891.

N and after. MONDAY, 16th March,
1891, the trains of this Railway will run
daily (Sunday excepted), as follows:—

TRAINS WILL LEAVEST. JOHN.
Day Express for Halifax and Campbellton.7.05

Accommodation for Point du Chene....... 10.30
Fast Express for Halifax.................. 14.00
Bxpress for Sussex.........c.o....ou...... 16.30
Fast Expressfor Quebec & AMontreal...... 16.55

A parlor car runs each way on express trains
letvmg St. John at 7:05 o'clock and Halifax at
7.15 o'clock. Passencers from 8t. John for
Quebec and Montreal leave St. John at 16.5% and
take sleeping cars at Moncton,

The train leaving St. John for Quebec and
Montreal on Saturday at 16.55 o’clock, will run

to destination, arriving at Montreal at 18.05
Sunday evening.

TRAINS WILL ARRIVE AT ST. JOHN.

Express from Sussex, 8 30
Fast Express from Queliec and Montreal, (#on-

DY SRR, | < iv i as » cinie b s un o5 935
Accommodation from Point du Chene .....12.55
Day Express from Halifax,.............. 19.20

Fast Express from Halifax,............... 22.30

The trains of the I[ntercolonial Railway to
and from Montreal and Quebec are lighted by
electricity and healed by steam from the loco-
motive,

& All trains are run by Ea.stern Standars

time,
)] !7()'“ TINGER,
Chief Superintenden:
Railway Office
Moncton, N. 8., 13th March, 1891,
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FOR BOSTON.

N AND AFITER MARCH . 9th, the
oteamers of this Cown pany will Teave
Saint John for Eastport.  Portland and
Boston, every MON'] 'AY AND THURSDAY
MORNING G, 2t 7.235, standard.

Returning will leave Boston sace days at 8.3)
&. m., sta.ndard and Portland at 5.00 p. . for
Ea.atport and Saint John.

Connections at Eastport with steamer Charles
Houghton, for St. Andrews, ¢‘alais and St
Stephen.

ﬂ Freight received daily up to 5 p. m.
C..E- LAECHLER
A gent,

'.'_-!1

LANDING.

1 Ton Roll Bacon,
100 Tubs Lard,
Clear Pork.
Ogilvies Hungarian Flour;
Five Roses “
Wild Rose
Harvest Moon

CODFISH,

Bk, 5

‘A full stock of Flour, Pork, Molas-
ses, Soaps, Toilet Soaps, Baking
Powders, Yeast Cakes, Dried Fruits,
wtarch, and sundries of all kinds,

For sale low.
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4. . RANDOLPE & SON.

NEW GOODS

JUST RECEIVED.

RUBBERS

Rubber Boots,

Ladies, Gents, Misses, and Childrens
—American and Canadian,

A large and varied assortment, and
lnore to arrive, at

 Lonimer's Shoe Smre,
210 Qmm Strea

Bur Palpix.

ALWAYS READY!

SERMCN PREACHED BY

REV. A. J MOWATT.

In Erskine Church, Montrea!, on Sabbath
Evening, April 5th, 1891,

“ Behold, here I am.”—GEN. XXII.

1.

Night and sleep are around Abrabam’s
tent at Beersheba, a calm still eastern
night, a night full of stars and solemni-
ty, a luxurious night for the good to
sleep through. And the good patriarch
is enjoying, it. . The tioubles and trials
of a long busy trialscme life seem to be
a/l passad, and now there is tor the
father of the faithtul the serene calm of
a happy old age. ‘He can sleep at nights
now. For years and years there has
been nothiug to disturb his rest, nothiny
to keep him awake, and pexhaps he is

'no more trouble. Peaw, prosperity,
sven offluence, dweil with him. And to
crown all, there is at last for him an heir,
a growing promising boy of perhaps
twelve summers. If you could look in
upon that night's home-scene vonder at
Beersheba, you would say: ¢ How true
it is that the Lord giveth His beloved
sleep |”

But suddenly there strikes upoa the
patriarch’s ear a sort of death-knell. He
hears in the still solemn midright a
mysterions voice calling his name, and it
wakes him up: “ Abraham ! Abraham !”
He knows the voice, for he has often
heard it befoie. It is the voice ot his
God. He is startled surprised. He al-
aost vishes he did not hear it. DBut in
an inst nt be answers in his own simple
grand way : * Behold, here I am !” The
Hebrew is one word, a compound one—
“ Hinnanie ';” answering to the English
of—* Here !’

Ah! Abraham was always on hani
when he was wanted. * Alwaysready !”
—+that was his motto. When there was
a duty to do, a sacrifice to make, a trial
to endare, his God to serve, an angel to
eateitain, » geked Sodom to pray for,
somebody toMielp, Abraham was aiways
tonere. Grand old faith-hero, what lessons
we way learn from his: ** Hinnanie I”

nis : “ Beuoid, hera I am !”
The pbrase, Always Ready ! comes as
near the thought of the text as any

other, and I have adopted it as one that
will serve my purpose in what I have to
say to vou to-night.

Aad first, always ready—io hear.
Abraham was always ready to hear.
Come to him when and where you would,
a #ake or asleep, at noonday or midnight,
with » message that was worth the hear-
ing, and he was always ready to hear it.
always ready with a willing ear to hear
what was good, always ready with the
gravest and most. earnest attention to a
word from God. When he was a young
man far away in Ur of the Chaldees ke
was ready to hear, and when he was an
old old man, his ear dull of hearing be-
cause he was so old, he was still so ready
to hear when the Lord would speak to
him. He heard when no one else heard.
When the Lord had anything to say that
concerned men in Abraham’s day He al-
ways went to Abraham with it, for he
was always ready to hear it. Thus just
because he was always ready to hear, he
heard more, and learned more, than
others, and so was better than others.

Awmong your children, or domestics, or
work-people, or pupils, or students, or
friends, there is always one whose name
you call more than any other. It is,
““ John, John !” ** Mary, Mary !” all the
time. The simple reason is, John, Mary,
are so swift to hear. They seem to be
always on hand, always ready, and so
they are speciaily favored—if indeed to
be called on very cften is a special favor.
And it is. Thus Abraham was so often
called. With God it was always “ Abra-
ham, Abraham !” never ¢ Lot, Lot}!”
nor any one else. '

You will sometimes hear men grumbl-
ing that it is always this one, that one,
never themselves, who are wanted, who
are called. But it is their own fault if
it is so. Let them be more ready to
hear when they are called, and they will
be oftener called, But you all know
how it is with so many. They are never
on hand when they are wanted, never
ready when they are called, and by and
by they come to be known, and then
they are not wanted, never called.

Go to tbe public schools of the city,
and see how this being alwavs ready to
hear, works there,
the pupils are called and marked, some
of them seem to be always there: Their
« Here I” rings out day by day, and it is
music to hear it. And when a question
is asked, when something is said that is
worthy of being said, and heard as well
as said, and when a lesson is to be learn-
ed, their ear is open to hear it. They
let nothing pass them that is useful. Ah!
that is the way to learn., There is
| in such pupils, the material to make the
manhéod and womanhood “of that i8 to
serve the ‘wotld, the stuff to make the

| Abrahams and Sarahs'of that the ch urcb

| of to-day needs so much. | %

' But then there are,otbanzwtgo are not
always' ready to answer when th rnames,
are ‘called. They are abou?tqu%ften ab-
sent as they are present, or if they i sre

beginning to feel that he is going to have

When the names of

grit

not ahsent they are tardy or inattentive,
The most trifling circumstance makes
them.late or keeps them away altogether.
Thus it is’all the way through with ther.
Now it is not a bit of use trying to teach
a child that you call and call, and it is
not there to answer to its name, not
there to hear what you want to suy to it,
not there to hear what must be heard if
it 1s.ever to know. Thus, always ready
to hear, at school, means so much to a
child ; it means its education, and so
much else besides ; but the want of it is
fatal to a child, fatal to its educational
interests, fatal to it in so many respects.

Go to the Sabbath-school again. The
Sabbath-school is the church’s nursery.
We cannot do without the Sabbath-
school for the church any more than you
can do without the day-school for the
state. Well, at the Sabbath-school,
when the names come to be called and
marked, there are names you never need
‘to call twice. ‘¢ Here!” rings out day
by “day. and there is heroism, moral
backbone, in it. Absenteeism or tardi-
ness 15 something they do not know any-
thing about. I awm glad to say we have
in the Sabbath-school some who have not
been absent for years, and if they ‘will go
on as they have begun, they will yet
make their mark in the world for good.
Bat it is so different with others. Call
them, and they are nct there to answer.
Tell them uometh-nu you want them to
know, and they are not there to hear it.
Ah! absentees from the Sabbath-school
will never never make Abrahams for the
church.

And then, how is it here at church?
We do not keep a record of church-
attendance, but if such a record was kept,
it would be found that some ware ravely
abse.t, and others about as rarely pres-
ent. Now, God’s voice is to be heard
here, not in the same way perhaps, but
quite as distince:ly, as Abraham heard it
in the long ago. ke has a message for
us. He calls us by name in a way that
we ean naderstand for ourselves that we
are called. He tells us of His love. He
tells us what He can do for us, and
wants to do for us, He tells us of
matters that are of snpreme importance
to us, that concern our well-being here
and heveafter, that mean our peace with
highest

God, our good, our salvation,
Heaven. And some are on hand to hear
it a'l. They never miss a messaze.

Whenever the Lord calls their name, let
it be noonday or uight, fair weather or
foul, like Abrabam they are ever on
band to reply; ¢ Behold, here I am!
What is it Thou would:t sa4y. for the ear
of Thy servant is open to every word ¥’

And cthe Lord has aiways sume word
for the hearing ear and the understand-
ing heart. It is never in vain the wait-
ing wesshipper, the attentive hearer,
comes to the House of God Sabbath after
Sabbath. He comes to hear the voice of
God, and there is always something for
him. You may see a kindling in his
look, a radiance in his face, as the service
goes on, and you know he is hearing
something that is helping him, a message
that is thrilling him with holy joy, a
word that is coming straight from the
lips of Jesus to his heart, a promise per-
haps, a new revelation of the truth, a
glimpse of the glory to come, a bursting
in upon his soul of the Great Light.
Thus, it is so much to one to be always
ready to hear.

But then there are s» many others
whose presence you can never depend on.
There may be a message for them. God
may want to say something very special-
ly to them. He may want to comfort
them, to tell them of His love for them,
to reveal to them His gracious loving-
kindness, to speak to them of that which
they need so much to know. But un-
happily for them they are not there that
day, and the day they come there is noth-
ing for them. Obh, brethren, let us wake
up to the importance of a regular church-
attendance. You cannot know how
much you are losing when you are not
here. Let us clip this out of Abraham’s
book of life-maxims, to be always on
ha.nd when God speaks : “ Behold, here I
am.”

‘Again, always ready—to obey, to do.
It is one thing to hear ; it is a bLetter
thing to obey, to do. Hearers are plenty ;
doers are few. Abraham heard, not for
hearing’s sake, as some of us do, but he
heard that he mlght tind out what God
wanted him to do, and when he found
that out, he went and did it. Wherever
duty callel him he was on hand : * Be-
hold, here 1T am !’

And another thing about Abraham’s
obedience, his doing, it was prompt, de-
cisive. No putting off with him, no
trifling, no dilly-dallying. He went at it
at once, and with all his might.

The Lord came to him at midnight,
and told him what He wanted him to do,
and it was the hardest duty a man was
ever called upon to do. You think,

~some of you, that you have some hard
duties to do. But you have not any-
‘thing to do half as hard as what Abra-
ham had to do. And yet he was off by
‘-day-l-ight to do it. ' That is the way to
-do one’s duty, the way God likes to have
it done,

Some years ago the synod of the Epgi_
lish Présbyterian Church wanted a mis-
| siomary to labor in China. ‘It was & hard
mission field then. Tt is hard’ enough |
yet, but, lt was harder; then.., The Rev. |
W C Burns offered his serviges, and*
they were accepted. He wag asked when
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| that he has been three days in réachibg,
| three, tprn’h}a days of heanng to  him.

e

ing, wanted in the sabbath-school, want-

‘will make up my ‘mind about it ?’ Ah!

‘three days

he would be readv to leave, and with a
promptitude worthy of a true sollier of
the cross he sad : “To-morrcw ! and
next day by daylight he was enrouts for
China.

More than eighteen hundred years ago, | see biw yonder building the altar.

'story of Calvary. On the very spot he
‘buils his altar perhaps, stood afterwards
the cross with the Son of God hanging
dylng on it for our sins. But we are
getting away from what we are at. You

He

as our Lord was walking along the streets | | knows so well how to build an altar, for

of Capernanum, He came to a little toll-|

‘many an rltar has he built. But no

booth where sat the keeper at his work.  altar has he ever built with so much

He was the kind of man He wanted to
work for Him, a man of decision and
energy. So He called him there and
then. You would say, it was short no- |
tice. And so it was. It was a hard
test to put obedience to, promptitude of
action, energy. But Matthew the publi-
can was equal to it. Secarcely were the
words :
ter’s lips, when he was on his feet, ani

less than five minutes afterwards be was | or bear.

“ Follow me !” out of th: Mus-

following Jesus. And he followed on.
He never went back to his vile publi-
can business.

Now, my hearer, duty ‘calls tonight. |
The time for action has come. Jesus
wants followers. The chureir needs
members of the Abraham stamp, the,
Matthew type. We need office-bearers,
workers,men who can pray in the prayer- !
meeung, men who will do anything that
there is needing to be done, good men,'
gshrewd men, grlfted men. We want |
wise heads and wacm hearts. We want
young men of decision and energy who
will take hold anywhere, and do with
their might what there is to be done.
We want women too as well as men, for !
although we do not open our pulpits to
them, we can find plenty of work for
them to do—work for head, and heart,
and hand. We want you to come and‘
sh»re with us both in the burden and
blessedness of the work, the vastness of
the responsibility laid upon us here. It
seems to tower up before us like an over-
hanging mountain sometimes, threat-f
ening to fall upon us and crush us. But|
it we will all rise 1n the strength of
Israel’s strength, and do in His name
and for His glory, there is nothing that
we cannot do Heal the call of Jehovah |
Jesus to-night, thep, the call of Him
who called A.bmhlm and Matthew, and
every one indeed who has been callerl
and come and say humbly, earnestly ;
“ Beho!d, here { am !’

-The youthful Isaiah was at a meeting
in the temple one day, and oh, what he
saw there ! He seewed to see the unseen !
Jehovah Himself,and the angels hovering |
around. He was awed with the sight,
humbied under the sense ot his own ut-
ter unworthiness and vileness. He felc
that he was not good enough to be there
and he groaned out in his wretchedness
“ Woe is me, for I am undone!” Bat!
just then tbere seemed to come to the
poor sinner one of the holy ones with a |
red-hotcoal taken from the burning altar,

and with that coal he seemed to touch
his lips, and he knew he was forgiven,'
saved, blessed. And then he heard that |
there was need of some one to speak
and work in the Lord’s service, and he
come forward and offered himself at once.
He did not go home, and spend a week
thinking whether he would offer hlmselfi
ornot. DBut there and then he got up
when it was asked : * Who will go for,
us!” and he said: ‘““‘Here am I, send me!” |
Ani he was accepted. |

l

Now, my nearer, you are here to-}
night in the Lo:d’s temple, and the un-
scen ones are here. How solemn, how
awful to be here, for Jehovah is here,
His glorv shines here, His power is felt
here, His word of truth filashes here !
Do you not seem to teel as you have
never felt how vile you are, how poor a
life you have been living hitherto, how
unsanctified your lips are, and how un-
clean ycur heart ? Perhaps you are say-
ing in yourdecp heart ; “ [ am unfit to
be here; Tam not worthv to look up
to whme Jesus dwells.” Ah! contrite
heart, there is for vou this blessed word
that the youthful Isaiah heard : ** Thine
iniquity is taken away, thy sin purged.”
And now you are wanted for service,
wanted in the church, wanted at the
Lord’s table, wanted in the prayer-meet-

ed wherever there is work to do. Do
not go away saying to yourself, 1 will
think ‘about it; I will pray over it; I

your mind onght to be made up now,and
you ought, with Abraham and Matthew,
and Isaiah, and so many others, rise up,
and at once say, with all the earnestness
you bave : ‘“ Behold, here I am !” Noth-
ing else is worthy of you. Nothing else
will do.

Again, Always ready—t2o bear. Hard
as it is to do sometimes, it is still harder
to bear. There are men who can do, do
mightily, do all that men can do; but
they cannot bear. They shrink before
the fiery furnace ; they recoil from the
bitter cup; they stagger under the cross;
they go down before an attack of the
blues. ' But Abraham could bear as well

do. When it was do or go his word was:
“ Behold, here I am !” and when it wae
the altar on the mount, and his own only
son for v1ct1m, it was still : * Behold,
Lere I aw.’ ‘ J

You' see him yonder on the mount|b

Those three days are significant, : Abra-
b ‘thrée days in the' wi dernesu ‘Jonah
’ln the deep, " bufild alive Su
the sea monster’s mnm, ‘Tesus throe dayﬂ

in the grave, But/Abfaham: dxd,umt

‘to Heaven tor help

T—!“

then know what we know, the thrilling

|pam in his heart as this one, for upon

it he is to sacrifice his own beart’s darl-
ing. Then he puts the wood in order,
Lis child standing by watching him with
so much of interest as he does it, little
dreaming that he is to be the vietim
whose lite-blood is to stain it. And now
for the hardest part of all. But Abra-
ham is not the man to shrink from any-
thing that he believes it his duty to do
He takes hold of his child,
takes hold of him as he has never taken
hold of him before, and binding him, he
 prepares to offer him up. He reaches
for the sacrificial knife, and with a heart
torn with unutterable anguish he cries
to offer a willing ac-
Then he raises his
But be is spared the
deadly blow. A voice from Heaven ar-
rests his uplifted hand,and a ram caught
in a thicket near is pomted out as the
victim to be sacrificed in place of his son,
Oh what bearing that was!

But there is cross-bearing of some sort
for us all. It came to Abrabam in one
Wdy, it comes to you and me in some
‘other way ; but, whether this way or

ceptable sacrifice.

‘that way, one thmg at least 1s sure, it
‘comes,

must come. And, however it
'comes, it is all we can stand, and some-
times more. We do not stand beside
our altar, as Abraham stood heside his,

‘and looking up to Heaven, snbmissively,

patiently, heroically,say : “B»hold, here
I am!” No. So often indeed are we
found fallen under our cross. So often
are we found under some juniper-bush
like the prophet of old, wondering why
we were born,and what good we are for,
and wishing we were dead. So often
‘are we found quarrelling with our lot,
‘questioning God’s ways of dealing with
us and all things else, and ready to dash
from our lips the bitter cup » Father's
band is pressirg, not in wrath, but in

| mercy, upon us.

Ah! we have so much to learn here.

"And it is just here more than else
'where we need to know, for there is so

If we

much of cross-bearing for us all.

do not know how to bear well, we do

not halt know,for at least half of a man'’s
life, haif of his christian experience, and

, more than half, is made up of trials,
;| Crosses,

burdens, heait-breaks, losses,
sotrows, tears. “In the world,” says
‘the \Iastnr in His parting address to
His own disciples: ‘* In the world ye
'shall have tribulation.” But He taught

Ithem, and He teaches us, how to over-

‘come the world. how to walk in the hot-
‘test furnace of affliction and not be

.bulned how to ride in trinmph over

every wave, Low to rejoice where cthers
weep, and sing where others sigh.  Go
to, men in circummsiances whers you
would not expect them to be able to
hold up their heads, and to know any-
thi' g of the trinmphs of lite, and with
' their r feet on the serpent’s head and_ their
‘eyes fixed on the cross, they will shout
and sing : ‘‘ Behold, here I am!”

A word more. ‘ Behold, here I am!”
Abraham said, and he was where be
ought to be. My heaver,where are you?
Are you where you ought to be? Are
vou right with God? Avre your feet on
the rock to-night? Are you safe, saved ?
By and by the great roll of the saved
will be called. TPke universe will be
there—God, the angels, the devil, men,
When it comes down to Abra.ham he
will be there, and he will answer as he
used to answer : * Behold, here I am !?
But when it comes down, my hearer, to
your name and mine, will it be this,with
a shout that has the ring of eternal glad-
ness in it —*¢ Behold, here I am !” But
if it is to be so, it must be here and now,
day by day, through the ups and downs
of life : “Behold, here I am ! Ready !
Always ready i

l’orsistency.

A noteworthy element in successful
warfare with the Evil One is persistency.
The mere pledge of loyalty to Christ,
however solemnly made, will of itself
win no victories over the Prince of
Darkness. The oath of allegiance, to be
availing, must be endorsed habltually by
loyal words and works There must be
a recognized purpose, and that purpose
must be wrought out in action. A con-

picuous example of persistency in the
battle of life is the apost.le Paul. Note
his language, as recorded in Phil. iii, 14,
15: “ Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended ; but this one thing I
do, forgetting those things which are be-
hind, and rezching forth unto those
thmgs which are before ; I press toward
the mark, for the prize of the high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus.” At Perga
his_fellow laborer, John Mark, became

- deserted his " ciiin rade ;
n§’éd b’t‘dﬁr al'l the perils of fft?ﬁy

snd pressed 1esolately mto the interior.
—Christian at Work.

There is ever thisﬂci‘ié'erenee between
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