-INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

1891 WINTER ARRANGEMENT, 1892

N and after MONDAY, 19thO:tobe r
1891, the trains of this Railway will run
aily (Sunday excepted), as follows:—

TRAINS WILL LEAVEST. JOHN,

Day Express for Halifax and Campbe! ' 00,7.05

Aoccommodation for Point du Cher~ ... .. 10.30
‘Fast Express for Halifax. ..... 14.00
BEatenh for BueeE.:. ... i i chineensns 16.30

Fast Express for Qo0 and Montreal,... . 16.55

A v Zarrups each way on express trains
1 g St. John at 7-05 o'clock and Halifax at
7.15 o'slock. Passengers from 8t. John for
Quebec, and Montreal leave St. John at 16.55
o clock and take sleeping cars at Moncton.
The train leaving St John for Qaebec and
Montreal on Saturday at 16.55 o'clock, will run
to destination, arriving at Montreal at 18.05
v'clock Sunday eveniow.

TRAINS WILL ARRIVE AT ST. JOHN.

SR TR T S R P §.30
FastrExpress from Quebec and Montreal
(Monday excepted),................ 935
Accommodation from Point du Chene .....12 55
Day Express from Halifax,.............. 19 20
Fast Express from Halifax,............... 22.30

e s o AT L S5 TR T S A s

7 ulpiz.

DA NIEL.

'PLAIN TZLKS TO YOUNC MEN.

ST
_"HE LAST VISION.

SERMCN PREACHED BY

REV. A. J. MOWATT.

Burx

In Erskine Church, Montreal, Sabbath Even-
ing, Dec. 20th, 1-91.
| “In the third year of Cyrus king of
| Persia a thing was revealed unto Danael,
- whose name was called Belteshazzar ; and
 the thing was true, but the time appoint-
ed was long; and he understood the
| thing, and had wunderstanding of the
vision.—DAN, X, 1.

A Scottish bard puts into the lips of a
- hoary minstrel this couplet :—

' The sunsets of Jife give me mystical lore ;
. And coming events cast their shadows be-
| fore.

The trains of the Intercolonial Railway to

and from Montreal and Quebec are lighted by
electricity an# heated by steam from the loco-

mHtive,

s All trains are run by Eastern Standard |

t!mo. D POTTINGER,

' Chief Superintendent
il Office

‘R‘l h'ﬁzicton. N B,, 15th Oct., 1&91.

Atlantic Division.

ALL RAIL LINE’ to BOSTON &c
THE SHORT LINE "to
Montreal, &c.

ARRANCEMENT OF TRAINS

IN EFFECT NOVEHBE}% 30th, 1891,

LEAVE FREDERICTON.
SRR

-

EASTERN STANDARD TIME.

6.15 A. M.—Express for Frederictcn Junction,
St. John and intermediate points
Vanceboro, St. Stephen. St. Andrews
Houlton Woo4<tock and points North

10.35 a. m. For Frederictra Juncton, St John
and points * ast, Vanceboro, Bangor,
Portland, Bos.u.. and points West, St.
Stephen, Houlton and Woodstock.

3.00P. M.—For Fredericton Junction, St John,
etc. .

Retnruing to Frederictou.
From S* john, 6,00, 10.00 a. m.; 4.30 p- M.
FroZcricton Junction, 8.25 a. m.; I2.I5,

6.25 p. m,,

McAdam Junction, 10.50 a. m.; 2.50 p. m
Vanceboro, 10.25 a. m.; 2.30 p. m.

St. Stephen, 9.00, 10 30 a. m

St. Andrews, 8.00 a m.

ARRIVE IN FREDERICTON
9.35 a. m.1.25, 7.20 p. m.

LEAVE GIBSON.

6.20, A M.—Mixed for Woodstock, and
points north.

ARRIVE AT G1BSON.

5.10, P. M.—Mixed from Woodstock, and
points north,

D McNicoLL,
Gen Pass, Agent.
Montreal.

C. E. McPHERSON,
Asst. Gen. Pass. Agt.
St John, N. B.

Canada Eastern Railway.

SUMMER ARRANCEMENT.
In Effect June 22nd, 1891,

£ Trains run on Eastern Standard Time.

An express will leave Fredericton daily,
(Sunday excepted) for Chatham.
Leave Fredericton

8:00 p. m; Gibson, 3.05; Marysville, 3.15;
Durham, 3.46; Cross Creek, 4 17; Boiestown,
5.20; Doaktown, 615; Upper Blackville,
6.52; Blackville, 7.25; Upper Nelson Boom
8.05; Chatham Junctivn, 8.:5; arrive at
Chatham, 9 00.

Returning Leave Chatham

' 7.00 a. m; wunatham Junction, 7.35%; Upper
Neleon Boom, 7.50; Blackville, %.35; Upper
Blackville, 9.00; Doaktown, 9 42; Boiestown,
10.25; Cross Creek, 11. 35; Durham, 12.15;
Marysville 12.47; Gibson, 12 57; arriving at
Fredericton 1.00, p. m.

A mixed train will aiso leave Fredericton
every Monday, Wedneslay and Friday morning
at 6.00 a. m., standard time, for Chatham, re-
turning every Tuesday, Thursday and ~aturday.

Connections are made at Chatham Junction
for all points on the Intercolonial Railway and
Upper Provinces; at Fredericton with Cana-
dian Pacific Railway for 5t. John, St. Stephen,
St. Andrews, and all Western points, and
River Steamers for St. John and points on St.
John River; at Gibson, with Canadian Pacific
Railway at Woodstock, Houlton, Grand Falls,
Edmundston «nd Presque Isle; at Cross Creek

with stage for ! .nley,.

&  ckets can be procured at F. B, Edge
ombe's dry goods store.

THOMAS HOBEN
Superintendent

' It iz a very general idea that old people
' are gifted as others are not with the pro-
phetic vision. - At all events the aged
Daniel is granted one m~re look into the
awful TO-COME, aud he tells us what he
sees. I see the aged saint standing on a
commanding outlook. and with keen pro-
phetic vision viewing the future, and all
18 made so plain to him: ‘ And he
understood the thing, and had under-
standing of the vision.” '

I do not suppose it is meant that
Daniel understood all aboat what it was
i granted him to see. He understood it as
far as it was necessary for him to under-
stand it. It is one thing to know a
thing intellectually, to know it as an out-
side on-looker and distant spectatcr, to
know it prophetically; and it is another
thing, and a very different thing, to
know it as an experience, to have a hand
in it.on
| We read, for instance, of the great
 historical events of the past, the battles
fought, the struggles for liberty of con-
science and free speech, the emancipa-
tion of slaves, and so on, and we know
them, we understand them. But then,
we do not know them as those who
passed through them. Ours is a specu-
lative, an intellectual knowledge, not a
practical.

Now, Dauiel’s knowledge of the future
was something like ours of the past. He
'saw the events evolving as from a dis-
| tance, and he knew them only as a dis-
tant spectater sees.and Khowsth# He
saw,them in >ision, saw them through
‘L. L2zt the prophetic atmosphere.

I. DanieL’s Last VisioN—WHEN 17T
OCCURRED :—I1t occurred, the text tells
us, the third year of Cyrus king of
Persia. "

That seems clear enough, and yet it is
not so clear as it seems to be. The
question has been raised, whether the
third year of Cyrus meant the third year
of his co-regency with Darius the Mede,
or the third of his own independent
reign. Both views have their advocates,
and there are strong reasons to support
both views. If the third year of the
co-regency is meant, then the seventy
years of the captivity are not yet up;
but if by the third year of Cyrus is
meant, his own independent reign, then
the captivity is over some two years, and
a considerable portion of the captives is
already back to their own land,

I favor the opinion that the third
year of Cyrusis that of his own reign, [
take the words as they stand. But then
my opinion is of small weight in a matter
of this kind. According to this view,
then, the captivity 1s a thing of the past,
and Daniel has retired from public life,
KEzra the scribe tells us in his book, that
the first year of his reign, Cyrus made
proclamation to the effect, that the Jews
everywhere throughout the Empire be
‘permitted to return to their own land,
and that they be aided by government
ald to do so and to rebuild the temple
and city. And then it is positively
stated that Daniel continued only until
the first year of Cyrus. After the cap-
tivity he seems to have retired into
private life, He may have intended to
return with the captives to Jerusalem,
and he may have actually made arrange-
ments to do so. But there is no evi-
dence that he ever did return. His ad-
vanced age may have compelled him to
give up the idea. He must have been
well on to ninety at thistime, and at such
an age he was better where he was,

And moreover he may have thought,
and others may have thought, that al-
though no longer a member of the
Persian government, he could still exer-
cise a good deal of influenee with the
government, and that he could still ad-
vance the iuterests of his country, and
even better, by remaining where he was
than by accompauying them to Jerusa-
lem, At all events he remained behind.
Two years after the restoration, we find
him on the banks of the Tigris, perhaps
the home of his retirement, holding a

glory, and seeing his last vision.

11. THE OCCASION AND ATTENDANT
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE Lasrt VIsioN:
—He had been praying and fasting

mysterious conference with the princes of

' three long weeks. He does not tell us
the trouble, but we may guess what it
was. It would be some trouble or other
in connection with the restoration of the
Jews to their own land. Whatever it
was, it must have been serious., The
aged statesman was quite concerned
about matters, You can understand
that, when, day after day, and week
after week, he continued praying, and
fasting, and weeping, until twenty-one
long avxious days were taken up in that
way. Oh what perseverance in prayer !
what importunity! how dead in earnest
he is!

There was this about the restoration,
that, although Cyrus had been led to
issue the decree ; still, there was strong
opposition, both in the government, and
throughout the empire among the people,
against it, and everything was done that
could be done to render the decree in-
operative. It is very clear from the
books of Ezra and Nehemiah, that every
now and again a hitch of some kind or
other in matters occurred. When the
forty-two thousand led by Prince Zerub-
babel had reached Jerusalem, and com-
menced the work of rebuilding, they
were harassed and annoyed in every
possible way by their enemies, until the
work came at last to a complete stand
still, and 1t stood still for some twelve
years,

Now, Daniel was aware how badly
things were working for the returned
captives. He saw the plots and counter-
plots of the enemy. And then the cap-
tives themselves were so half-hearted and
lacking in enthusiasm with regard to it.
 They would just as soon stay where they
were as attempt the hazardous under-
taking of going back to their own land
and beginning anew there, and far
sooner. They had not much faith in
the success of the enterprise, and they
would neither suffer nor saerifice much
to help it along, They did not believe,
that out cof the ruins still remaining,
there could be built up a nation worthy
of the Jewish name, and they did not
hesitate to say so.

You can have some idea therefore as
to how Daniel’s patriotic soul would burn
hot within him when he saw how the
enemy was working to thwart the good
intentions of the king, and especially
when he saw how careless and uncon-
cerned so many of his own countrymen
were about it and how much they were
doing to hinder the good work so au-
spiciously begun by Cyrus. How he
would wish that he was young again, so
that he might be one more to go with
the returned captives, and help them to
face their foes and overcome their diffi-
culties! But he was too old and feeble
to go up to Jerusalem now., He would
only be in the way up there. They
needed young blgod there, the fire and
#MerZy of youth! Dut e was not too
old to pray. So the harder the enemy
plotted to frustrate the great undertak-
ing, the harder he prayed to help it
along and make it a success. He could
not wield sword nor trowel now. He
was past that. But on his kunees he
could pray, and there he could do as
much for his country as a thousand men
could do on the walls of Jerusalem with
their swords and trowels fighting and
building. So he prayed and wept and
fasted, day after day, with a terrible
earnestness—an earnestness that would
not give in to anything, till God was
pleased to shew him what His mind on
the matter was, This was the way
Daniel spent the first three weeks of that
eventful year in his country’s history,
and with the grandest results too,

ITI. Tae Last Vision:—I do not
go into an interpretation of the vision,
It is not within the scope of these simple
Sabbath evening talks to young men.
The vision occupies the remaining chap-
ters of the Book of Daniel, and covers a
period of time reaching from the restor-
ation of the Jews to their own land till
the consummation of all things—the
resurrection of the dead and the final
judgment.
to call your attention to some of the
great practical truths and life-lessons
‘brought out in Daniel’s vast vision.

There is but one way by which the
dust and ashes of the world can bring
any influence to bear with effect upon
the principalities and powers of the un-
seen spiritual world. We cannot coun-
struct a tower whose top will reach
Heaven, and by that tower make our
way to God’s throne, and insist there in
person on our rights. Men have tried
that, and have failed. Nor can we build
a baloon, nor get ourselves the wings of
an angel, and so find our way to the
upper glory. No. And moreover, were
it possible for us to find our way to the
regions of spirit, what could we do there?
What better off would we” be up there
than down here ? But there is a way, a
simple practical way, by which, without
attempting anything impracticable, or
doing anything beyond our strength, we
can bring our influence to bear mightily
upon the mightiest potentates of the
spirivual world, That way is by, prayer,

Look yonder at that old man of ninety
on his knees tor three weeks! His body
is about ripe for the grave, and his soul
for glory. All the might of his youth is
gone. He has none of the physical
strength he once had, What can that
feeble old man do now for the world, or
for the country that is so near to his
heart ? He cannot fight for her. He
cannot work for her. Lay the poor old
man on the shelf, Tuek him up in his

All I want to do to-night is.

coffin. He has served out his day. He
is only in the way now, a burden to his
friends, a weariness to himself, an eye-
sore to the young world. And yet that

old man on his knees is a giant. He has
herculean strength. ~ His trembling
words go clamoring up to the ears of

Jehovah, and every one of them is heard,
attentively heard there. His tears as
they steal down his cheeks, and drop
where they are like water spilt upon the
ground that cannot be gathered up again
—even the trickle of his tears awakes
echoes that thunder amid the summits of
glory. Yes, when good old Daniel prays,
the whole spiritual world seems to be in
a state of commotion—Michael and
Gabriel are on the wing, and the prince
of darkness trembles on his throne.

Oh the might of earnest prayer!
There is no power on earth equal to it.
Archimedes used to say that if he had a
fulerum he could move the world, but
Daniel on his knees can move the uni-
verse. And, praying people, we ought
to be able to do so too. We have direct
aceess to the heart and hand of Jehovah,
and our prayers can move them, and
since we can do that by prayer, there is
not anything too hard and wonderful for
us to do. If we use the footstool of
mercy aright, we can overthrow the
kingdom of darkness among us, and set
captive souls free.

V. PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS
OF THE SPIRITUAL WOoRLD :—After
Daniel had been praying from day to
day for three weeks, a glorieus being ap-
peared before him. He does not tell us
who he was, but he gives a description
of him, and the description he gives is
so like the description the apocalyptic
John gives of the glorified Jesus, that I
am 1nclined to believe it was Jesus
Daniel saw. This is what Daniel says:
—“Then I lifted up mine eyes, and
looked and behold a certain manclothed in
linen, whose loins were girded with fine
gold of Uphaz. His body also was like
the beryl, and his face as the appearance
of lightning, and his eyes aslamps of fire,
and his arms and feet like in color to
polished brass, and the voice of his
words like the voice of a multitude.”

Now turn to the book of Revelation,
and read what John says of Jesus, and
it seems clear that John and Daniel saw

‘one and the same great spiritual prinei-

pality :—“ And I turned to see the
voice that spake with me. And being
turned I saw seven golden candlesticks
and in the midst of the seven candle
sticks one like unto the Son of man,
clothed with a garment down to the foot,
and girt about at the breasts with a
golden girdle, And his head and hair
were white as white wool, white as snow;
and his eyes were as a flame of fire; and
his feet like uato burnished brass,as if it
had been refined in a furnace; and his
voice as the voice of many waters,”
Thus how alike are the two descriptions.

And then the way both were affected
by the appearance of the mighty One was
also so similar. Daniel tells us how
overcome he was by the sight. He fell
upon his face ina death-like swoon. And
so did John : ** When I saw him, I fel
at his feet as dead.”

Now, there are a great many different
opinions about who it was Daniel saw,
but it seems clear it was Michael, and
Michael is iust another name or title
for the Son of God. It would seem that
both Michael aud Gabriel appeared to
Daniel at this time, and both spake to
him, and inasmuch as he was not able to
stand the speaking of the mighty-voiced
Michael, the one like God—tfor that is
the meaning of the name—Gabriel was
the principal speaker on the occasion,
and explaned to him how it was the an-
swer was delayed so long, and all about
the eventful future,

It would appear that the very first
day Daniel went to his knees, Gabriel
was sent to him with a message, but he
was prevented from reaching him for
twenty-one days. A mighty spiritual
power, a dark spirit, who seemed to
have much to say and do in Persia’s
affairs, crossed the swift-winged Gabriel’s
flight, and so opposed and hindered his
progress that he could not get forward
with his message until Michael came to
his help. Something like that 1s what
the angel says to Daniel. *‘ Fear not,
Daniel, for trom the first day that thou
didest set thine heart to understand, and
to chasten thyself before God, thy words
were heard and I am come for thy words.
But the prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstood me one and twenty days; but
lo, Michael one of the chief princes, came
to help me; and I remained there with
the kings of Persia.”

Now, there are profouud mysteries
here, things teo vast for our narrow com-
prehensions to grasp, and I am not going
to undertake the clearing up of the mys-
teries, But this is clear I think, that
there are great actors working behind
the scenes that we see acted out here on
the world’s stage. There is a vast spirit-
world that we cannotsee at all all around
about us, and that spirit-world is peo-
pled with beings of far superior intellig-
ence and strength and swiftness to any-
thing we have here. Some of them are
good and holy and kind ; others the very
reverse—malicious, ecruel, revengeful.
They use their intelligence and power
for the world’s destruction, men’s misery.
Both the good and had seem to be deep-
ly interested and g utly concerned about
affairs down h:re, aud both seem to have
much to do in the u'fairs down here, and
are able to make or mar, further or frus-

wrate, help o inder, whatever is going
on and being dtne, A.nd then, it would
seem t00, as i lecre ure great conten-
tions with vnc ansther about the manage-
ment of affair- (le good contending with
the bad, and th¢ ad with the good.

For instance Danicl can easily see
that there is so.ething terribly wrong
in the managew nt of public matters in
the government f Persia, and more es-
}I;:leclally In matiors relating to the Jews,

e knows not vhat the trouble is, but
that there is trc .ble is abundantly clear.,
There is a pow:: behind the throne he
cannot see, and that power, whatever it
is, is working & worlE of mischief. So
he goes to his kijees and lays the whole
matter before (lod. He knows of a
mightier power than the power that is
working behind the Persian throre,

And his pray - soon reaches Heaven,
and the -Pray. hearer despatches the
swift Gabgiel w (1 a messege for Dani&“‘
Away he ghoot' .wifter than the shoot?
Ing meteor, sW.'ier than the light. See
him shooting through the immeasurable
regions of spac. far earthward! The
message 1s urgent, and he flies swiftly,
Daniel is on his knees waiting for the an-
swer to come, und the greatly beloved
satnt will not be kept waiting by Gabriel
any longer than ecessary,

Heis almost i1.cre, But, see ! a dar
winged spirilggr sses his path, and oﬁ
structs his w:y, That dark-winged
spirit is the ruli: 2 power in the kingdom
of Persia. He contends that the angel
has no right to ¢ me int his domains at
all. The Jews ' iveleft, and the good
angel must leav 100, T he angel Gabriel
lnsists upon pi seeding without delay,
But the mightv potentate of spiritual
Persia refuses to let him, and he under-
takes to drive hi«; back to Heaven. Then
there is somethiug like war in the upper
alr, the prince ¢ " the kingdom of Persia
contending with ({abricl. They are well
matched. Wit' lightning swiffness they
fly at one anothc: “and scruggle mightily
for the victory. But let the great Mil-
ton deseribe the hattle of the angels :—

They ended parle and both addressed for
fight |

Uunspeakable ; f‘}
tongue |

Of angels, c2.. rel.te, or to what things

Listen on carth ¢ uspicuous, that may lift

Human i ginatic o te such height

Of Goc ke powell" for likest gods they
seemed,

Stood they or m ed, in stature, motion,
arms,

Fit to decide the « mpire of Great Heaven.

Now waved their .ery swords, and in the
air

Made horrid cirel - ; two broad suns their
shields

Blazed opposite, + hile expectation stood

In horror. ‘

who, though with the

Together both wii ' next to Almighty arm

Uplifeed imminer . one stroke they aimed

That might deters. iae, and not need repeat,

As not of power it once; and odds ap-
peared’

In might or swit prevention. But the
sword

Of Gabriel from ths armoury of God

Was given him tgnpered so, that neither
keen t‘

Nor solid might r* \ist that edge: Tt met

The sword of Sa an with steep force to
smite "

Descending, and @ half cut sheer; nor
stayed,

But with swift wheel reverse, deep enter-
ing shared

All his right side then Satan first knew
pain,
And writhed hga to and fro convolyed.

Thus they figl" on, the terrible com-
batants. But Xlichael is seen coming
to Gabriel's hely, and Persia’s black
angel is soon van juished and driven from
the field. Andt.en Gabriel and Michael
together come t¢ the praying Danicl and
show him the vi_ on of the last things.

V. CLOSING 'EMARKS:—Now [ am
aware, there are ynany who will call all
that the wildest yancy, and who will see
neither sense noffreason in it. And it
may be fancy. ut I do not think so,
There is awful ruth hgre. It is the
teaching of serifture that there aﬂ‘(
angels and devik and that both have
much tosay and §o in the world’s affairs,
It is certainly ve v clear from Daniel’s
vision of the last 1 ings that governments
are sometimes in (e hands of the powers
of darkness to a vory larze extent, and
when such is the « 1se, we need not won-
der much, if grea' wrong is done.

And " uly-s¢ o tod that good

: S are sometimes left unan

men’s pra_ .

swered many a ,or: day, because th%
devil has sgmeho . .unaged to intercep

the message 210 succeeded in delaying
its arriv 16§ not know what Paul
means, if chris’’1 ¢ Lave not the princi-
palities’and powers of darkness to con-
tend with, and tjerefore need the armor
of light, and th® captain of salvation to
contend successf@ly. Is it shadows we
have to fight wit§ ? Is it fancies, phan-
tasties 7 Or, is it devils, the mighty
potentates of the ¢ piritual world beneath

the princes of da kness, the powers of
the air, that we have to do battle with ?

OF  tell you, young men we have
more w " " and blood to contend
agains t to be wondered at, if
;yle[ ar hard put to? Rut
ike

‘0 d0wn on om'_.knf;~

o third page.)



