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BI hOP l]UGI"‘S CONFUTED.
REPLY

70 THE

RIGHT REV. JOHN HUGHES
ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NEW YORK.
BY KIRWAN.,

LETTER X,
AN ATPEAL TO ALL ROMAN CATHOLICS.

My Dear Friesns,—In closing these lettars, as with
the two series hitherto published,I turn from Bishop Hughes
to you. Many of vou have not been uninterested readers
of my letters ; nor of the controversy, so far as it has as-
sumed that chancter between Bishop Hughes and myself.,
And whilst the prejudi¢es of education, and your respect
for official station, would naturally lead you to take sides
with him, [ am thankful to know that the generous ‘mpu!-
zes of many of you,and your desire to know the truth,have
led you to resolve that I'should have fair play. I have ap-
peared before you with no crosses before my name—with
no ecclesiastical titles after it—making no flourish of trum-
pets from the places of brief authontv, and with the one
simple desire to unfold before your eyes the religious sys-
tem which has oppressed your fathers, and which in its
ceremonial exactions has become too heav y for the earth
any longer to bear. And I am thankful that so many,
educated as you and 1 were in our youth, have been led
by these letters to seek the religion of “hrist and of the
Bble among Protestants.  And whilst there are many of
you whose mindsthrough priestly interferences, have been
#0 imbued with pm)udnw as to repel zll approac‘h to you,
however kind,with the lamp of life and hight, 5et thisis by no
means the case with you all To this latter ¢! ass, the in-
telligent and candid of your number, who,in this free land,
are determined to think for yourselves, I now a,meal

The history of my “ Letters to th(\p Hughes” is a very
short one. Whilst yet in my minority, and nearly thirty
years ago, I left the Roman Catholic Church. Motives
that I now need not detail, led me to write those letters in
which I have stated the reasons which induced me to give
up the religion of the priest for that of the Bible. To these
letters Bishop Hughes attempted an indirect reply in ten
letters jand brol\(‘ “down in the midst of the discussion at
the com.nenceznnnt of last Lient. As these had nothing in
them to answer my objections, or to satisty your inquiries,
you asked for something else. Hence the six letters en-
titled * Kirwan Unm: 'slsod in which, after abuse without
stint or sense, and without answering one solitary 00]@(-
tion, he again breaks down at the close of the sixt! 1, and
flees to Halifax. And this, my third series, which I no=
bring to a close, is designed as a reply to those addreased
by lnm to * Dear Rmul“r, and to me, Kirwan,

The history of the Bichop in the concern is about as
short. When my letters first appeared, he could not con-
descend to answer them! He then comirenced atsweringe
without reading thein! « nd witheut meeting an objection
stated by me, he broke down with the tenth letter. \\ oo

oaded by C 11}. slics and Protestants, until he could stand

it no longer, he resolved on a dircet answer to my objee-
tions ; and again he broke down at the close of the sixth
letter, without answering one of them. Thinking that 1t
would answer all his purposes with you to abuse me, he
writes his six wondeiful letters, which deserve a place in
the musewmn as a specimen of the controversial and
ability of popish priests, and again breaks down, and flees
beyond seas to hide the shame of his wickedness! How
high lus ¢
and on the weaknoss of your commen sense ! Having usur-
ped the power of thinking for you, he takes for granted
that any kind of episcopal nonsense will satisfy you! But
he is mistaken jas multitudes of you declare that his si-
lence would be far better thun what he has said and would
have inflicted less injury on Popery in this country.

Such being the history of tiu, letters, look for a moment
at the state of the controversy. T'here, in my first and se-

cond series lieniy objections to the Roman Catholic church, |

abused {rom Maine to .'\]: xico, but unanswered. Jnd !
defy Bishop Huglhes, and il his mitred brethren on this con-
tinent, to answer them on Seriplual and common sense prin-
ciples, lo the satisfuction of any reasonable man. ¥'I'he bish-
op has pnbh hed ten letters giving his reasons for adher-
ence to the Roman Catho'ic Church, out of whose pale
there is no sulvat These reasans 1 have shown to be
mere and miserable assnmptions, and utterly il:::ln]irivn'.
to justify the faith or the practice of any living man. Bisl
op Hughes wouid not ask*vour
ae stronger reasons (r asking it than those which he has
given to bind you to the Catholic Church; and if he should

taste

101),

alculatious on the strength of your prejudices, |

g

o lmpose upon you as to secure your note for no strong
er reasons, you might sue him for taking from you your
money under false pretences, and send him, if not to pur-
gatory, at least to state prison, to atone for his crime.

Such. then, is the state of this controversy. "There lie
my objeciions to popery unanswered. Let Bmhop Hughes
answer them, 1f he can. 'There are his reasons tor adher-
ence to the Catholi¢ Church confuted. Let him reconstruet
his argument ifhe ean. And all that he has yet done is, to
abuge me in a way unbecoming a bishap. for first rlud]mn
his building, and then taking away its foundations. And
because the hopes of his gain are gone, he and his priests,
were it in their porrer, would serve me as Paul and Silas
were served in Philippi by the masters of the damsel out
of whom they cast tlu. spirit of divination. But we are in
a free country.

Roma.; Catholics, from this man ana his miserable sys-
tem, I now tuin to yon. Read the ten letters which I have
reviewed, and see how weak are thearguments for popery !
Read the six letters addressed to me, “and see how your
bishop can descend ! If John Hu}_rhes is the
popery 1n our country, what must the <0ldi0rs under him
be !! " And wiil you longer sustain a religion the strong
objections to which he eannot meet ; and “the reasons for
adherence to which, as given by l.nnw]t are not strong
enough to hold up the spider's most attenuated web ? Bo-
hols him twice ¢ oming to the rescue of your church, and
twice tuyn ng his back w lthmlt even an effort te spike a
singie gun aimed at its vitals! Can the system which he
cannot defend be worthy of your qnppmt ? Can the cap-
tain who deserts his post in the heat of battle, be worthy
of the commission he bears ?

Read lis ten letters, if thewr dullness wiil permit you,
and examne their prmmple What an argament fer a re-
ligious despotisin of the most grinding and enduring cha-
rac tvr' The pone 1s the successor of Peter, and vou have
1o hope of heaven but in connection with the pope! Be
as gcm I, us plous, &s charitable, as Godlike as vou may,
you are out of the wav of liie un'mq vou suimnit to the
pope, and tx en to all his subalterns ! You have no right to
form an opinion of your own ; the pope, bishops, and priests
are .xp'nm' i to think for you! Without a hv“nw such |
as they give in Ireland for selline whisky, vou have no
right to resd the Bible ; the prwqh will do that for vouand
tell you what 1s in 1t th.tt concerus you! To Goed your
Father you have no right to go save through a priest lv li1-
tercessor, who, for a fee to suit vour circuinstances, will
transact all you: businessat the Conrt of Heaven ! All you |
do you must tell the priest ; and thus you give him a pow-
er over you by which he can whip you ‘into the traces
whenever you dare to think for yourselves! If the letters
of Bishop Hughes are true, then the priests of the papal
church are a (_.\ se corporation with the pope at their head,
with the keys of life and death in their ..ands, and through
whom alone God exercises spiritual dominion in our
world ! What a fearful despotism is this, infinitely more
oppressive than any civil despotism which has ever cursed
the world ! It meets you at your enterance into life—it
dogs you through every step of your earthly ;n. rrinage—
it stands | by you at the b
openiny heaven to your soul when 1* eseapes from its clay |
tabernacle, or of locking it up in hell! From the cradle to
the grave vou must only do as it ord lilh‘ at the risk of ‘.]‘
the vials of its wrath! And this is penery ; yes, popery 2
advocated and pr:\c!:sw in the eity of New-York by Blah-
op Hughes! With what noble corsisteney can he raise
his voice in Vauxhall aguinst the oppression of Ireland
by England, and subseri ibe his m oney to buy a shield for
the back of the sham- pur.o.., whio, by their shameful blus-
tering and cowardly conduct, have made Insh patriotism
a subject of merriment throughout the world j—and then
vindicare a code of religious des spotism in comparison with
which that of Russia is freedom :—and then filch from the
pockets of the poor, ighorant, credulous, but noble-hearted
and cenerons Irish, the mons 'y they have earned with the

sweat of their brow, to purchase for them chains, and to
pay priests for riveting them on their limbs ! Roman Ca-
tholies,will you submit to a despotisi which thus degrades,
dupes, aud robs you ? Irish Roman Catholics, so eager to
burst the chains with which England has bound the land
of our fathers, will you submit to wear a yoke like this?

| Sons of noble sires, whose blood and bones fitten and

by strugales to break the
and freedom, like
Will yon permit a

whiten every field in Ireland
British yoke, wil l you, ina land of light
Ru\ sian serfs, wenr a yoke like this?

- | close priestly cor poration, without any suflicient motive
note for a dollar, had h )

save to increase tlwn corpomto property, to ussume over
you the power of God—and 10 bind to thetr girdle the keys
of heaven—to enter your family and to rmulate your meat
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and your drink—if a servant ina Protestant family, to
place you there as a spy, and to forbid youn enjoying its re-
ligious privileges—to think for you—on every hand to
surrround you with infinitely ramified and potent influen-
ces, which are sleepless in their efforts to keep around
vour neck the yoke of servitude, and to preveat your eman-
cipation into that liberty with which Christ makes his peo-
nle Thousands 1n this land, and tens of thousands
through all the earth, are casting it aside as too heavy
lonzer to be borne ; will not all of you do the same ? Will
you be content to be slaves ina country of freedom,—
slaves to papal primts, the most degrading of all slavery
—when it is only for you firmly to resolve and your are
as spiritnally as you are civilly free ? Fling the flag of
your spiritual freedom to the free winds of hcavon, and let
your walchwords be God, ihe Bible, Libeity, and unborn
generations will rise and call you blessed.

Irish Roman Catholics, [ am not so destitute of a1l sym-
pathies w'th you, and with our fatherland beyond the
waves of the Atlantie, as Bishop Hughes would make you
lmhov’* I sympathize with you here in that degradation te
which the religion of the priest has reduced vou. 1 deep-
ly sympathize with onr lovely country at home and our no-
ble countrymen, so deeply degraded, and mainly by the
same caase. [ rcn('wcdly charge upon popery the low so-
cial level to which Ireland has been reduced, and the so-
clal degradation of her children in all the ]dnds of their
dispersion . Ttis popery that has made her sons and daugh-
ters, in so many instances, hewers of wood and drawers of
water. And my symp: ithies with you and for you, more
than all other causes, have given existence (o these let-
ters. As I early predicted, “the bishop rings changes on
my apostacy—charges me with deseriion—leaves the ar-
gument for the man—and in every way, save by reason
und argument, seeis to vilify my name so as to ‘dimimsh
my influence with you. In this he is joined by his priests.
But this is simply the conspiracy of the wolves, ravening
the fold to induce the shieep to turn a deaf ear to the voice
of the shiepherd who sounds the alarm. Their eraft is in
danger, and hencetheir wrath., [ here assert before heaven
and earth, that you are grievously imposed upon by your
| priests —that for the sake of your money they daily prac-
' tice upon you lhlpuhl.l()lm such as should b:anl them as
—that they traflic in souls, and make a gain of
3«-‘«;’1m“:.~'. and that instead of your veneration . th“_y are
| worthy only of your rejection, And for the evidence of ail
this } need only point vou to tho moneys which they draw
| from you by their senseless masses, by their extreme unc -
tions, by their charms, and relics, and penances, and pur-
catorial deliverances, aud by the thousand and one ways
inr which they show their sympathy for the sheep by fleee
ing them of their wool. And hencegle hue and cry agairst
me by vour priests, because I plaifl@ and fearlessly toll
you these things. -

\m am I, Roman Catholics, the pxofane infidel whlch
¢ bishop wounld make meent to be. 1If there were no
nh native for me but to believe what he teaches, I would
be again be compelled toshoot the guli’of mhdehty, andfto
build my hopes for the future upon “the dim twilght in-
structions of natural religion.  What would I not ‘believe
sooner than that man can create God! But even were |
an infidel, vulzar as Paine, bitter as Voltaire, plausible as
(iibbon, w ould that be any rcason why my ol)]ocuon» to
s | popery should not befanswered ?  Did not Porteus answer
Paine ? Did not ( ampbell confute Hume? And even if
an infidel, why should not Bishop Hughes answer my ob-
Jections ? The reason is not in my infidelity, but in his in-
ability. He is unable to answer them. ButI am not an
infidel. I believe in the Bible. T believe in the religion of
Jesus Christ. 1t 13 the source of my comforts here, and the
fondation of all my hopes {or the future, I believe in the
divinity, the vicurious atonzment of Jesus Christ; and in
the c‘hc.lcv of that atonement to save all, wzllmut money,
and wlhwutﬁprw, who rest sclely vponit.  “ He that be-
lieveth in the Lord Jesus Christ,” if there was not a pope
or priest upon e.xrth, “shall be saved.” This is wy faith ;
and it is to this simple, efficacious faith—thef faith of the
prophets, apostles, martyrs fathers, confessors of all QoeR
and of all countries—of the true Catholic chareh mn all its
ministers and members, that, in my soul, I desire to win
you.

Trath, and not mitres, crosses, unmeaning ceremonies,
priestly vestments, solenin m;v--x. 15 the on !v thing worthy
of your love aud reverence. Buy the truth and seil 1t not.
Dig for it as for hid treasures. 'T'his is the pearl of great
price ;and it necessary, sell all that you possess to purchase
it Popor) is the religion of children, of low civilization—
Christianity is the religion of men, and of hizh civilization,
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where the virtnes and grace most fourish, Dare to Chris-

:




