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OPINIONS OF THE LONDON PRESS ON CANA-|

DIAN AFFAIRS,

We give below the opinions of twa at the leading pa-
pere iy Eogland on the recent disturbanees in Canada,
ws they will show eur veaders in what light the -;ulvjcct‘
is viewed in Great &ritain,

{ Fram tke Lowndox. Times.)

The Camadinn Tories have given u another tonch of
their quality. Taey kave pmvml their uhhm‘wnn- ofti-
rult aud sedition by pelting her Mg 2sty’s representative |
with rotten eggs and burwing down the House of As-
egmbly. We ave not in the least surprised atit.  Irdoes
not alter our estimate of the party, of its temper, of its|
wisdom, er of its power. It enly wdds the last testicnony
wanting to the vatue of the liberal constitution we have
tortunately gives o Cannda.  Riet, insudy, and conflugra-
tion are the acts of a party which despairs of attaining
its end try peacafil and ordinarvy nrethods.  The conduet
of the Canadian ‘Tories, now for many months, hos been
quite incharacter with this brilliaue fnale. A mont
since the steamer brought us ar occount ef Sir Allan
M’Nah, with a dozen er two hrother degishitors, dining i
public, diinking destruction, bath of hody and soul, to
the Governor General's responsible advizers, and stand-
ing in a balcony after dinner to see the chiet’ of them
burnt in efiigy before the windows. In England we
have onlvene apinion of such proe (‘Cdlll:’.\ Lord Stan-
tey is 2 warm and rather veckless politician 5 but if his
lordship invited a party of friends 1o dine .md see Lord
John or Sir Robert burnt in effigy in St James's square,
we should conelwde that e thought his chances ot pow-
=t somewhat desperate, and was, it fact, taking it out in

revenee. This is the case of Sir Allan M’Nab and his
associates.  ‘Uhey are row a despicable minority.  Low

ag they are in samerical strength, for they bavely count
a quarter of the Legislative \w-va they are =till low-
er in character and tortune.  With all their jobs Laid bare
to noon-day, thewr characters blasted, and their fortunes
ruined 5 with the doers of office closed against them, and
incapable of honest employment, they have no alterna-
iive but to throw things into confusion, if' they can, and
make vvervbody else as miserable as themselves,

We have no wish to give these desperndoes a greater
share in this lust crowniang autrage ¢n facts ﬁlll\ Justi-
ty, for there arve many modes and degrees of participa-
ton in crime.  Perhaps they have no more to do witl
the burning of the House of Assembly than Lord George
Gordon hud with the destruction of the Roman Catholie
chapels and Newgate.  The experience of this country
sbows that very lamentable events, of apparent political
significunce, may arise on a very short notice, and hy
very casual instrumeats.  In the Nottingham and Bristol
riots, the mob heing then and there nw(-mlvlml finding
themselves in fnrcc, vercetving that there were leaders,
and hearing a cry, rushed at five minutes’ notice to acts
which they prabably had not dreampt of helore. Of
course, they outstripped the vigilance of the authorities
as much as they did their own senses,  Once in the
work, they knew not where to stop, At Montreal, we
grust, it was nat worse,  We trust there was nothing or-
g'mwul in the destruenon, though the entting of the gas-
pipes looks rather like plan. "Che mob was convened
and excited at a mass meeting.,  T'hence, as by sudden
impulse, it rushed to the House of Assembly. Frowm
breaking windows to effecting anentrinee, and from that

0 ﬁrmg the building, are easy transitions,  Unfortunate-
ly a temporary wooden gaflery adjoined the house, fr

the stationary r!«»'pm'mwnt' ‘T'wo or three vear back
there was a similar combination of combustible materia's
in our own Westinonster-hall, aud nrudeut people shook
their heads atit, The papers onee flung about and «
candle applied, ten minutes and a high wind put the nmat-
ter bevond human contval. The garrison marched up
with all speed, and arrived in time to see a #plendid con-
flngration, with the usuul crowd of delighted specratois
b - hey fired neither ioto e edifice nor ﬂw erowd, and
in fact, could do noching, The firemen plaved npon the
adjoining buildings, which was their wisest course. We
have forgotten the police, who mustered sixty strong un-
der two ('(msmhh s and kent order on the s_rrnuml When
everything was over, the mnhon ies, the |n|||t.|rv and the
police were all on llw qui vive ; the ml«hms were mareh-
‘ed to and fro; suspected p.ulu- were apprehended and
marched off’ to ;..r:ml aad when the post left order tri-
umnhed at Moutren!
Nothirg is so eagy as a surprise, nmhing g0 worthless
when there are no means of following it up, and nothing
zo wicked when there is no solisl advantage in prospect.
“hv one man micht have set that house on fire, and 1t
is said thut one man actmally did. Under ordinary cir-
cumstances, it 8 impossible o guard against a surprise,
We remember another Honse of Asserably in North
Aumeriea, sitvated filty miles within land, in the heart
of twenty states and ten willions of men. One fine day
a handtnl of men, shout as laree as the Montreal mob,
sailed up a bay, Imdwl, marched lhrnugh some woods,
fought a smart action, walked up o a city, passed a quiet
nurht and the next day hurned or blew up all the buili-
mgs ot the capital, marched back as mwerrily as they
came, got to their ships, and sailed further, where (Iw
tared worse. It was all a mere piece of mischief, un-
worthy of the name of war, doing nothing but exasperate
the people and widen the breach, and proving nothing
but that it was .lnpmelhln tor us 10 hold a single inland
vosition in the enemny’s country for more llu.m twenty-
fuur hours., Sueh a feat is calenlated to diminish our

aurprise both al the folly and the success of tae Montreal
conflagration.

The minority which is makine all this commotion is
nothing moaore or less than the ol + family compact”
turned out of doors, and become by this time rather our
at elbows, und mvenomly bungry, The M'Nabs, the
Bewells, the Boultons, the Rolnmmw atd the Pentons,
who divided all the otﬁcvs in Church and state, in the
tribunals, in the bank, n the Canada Company, and eve-

a mujority in the Legislative Couneil, and who had aectn-

"qllv granted the greater part of Upper Canada to them-

Ml\us, their fathers, their infant ehil iren, their consins
and connexions to tlm remotest degree, have worked ont
that once productive mine. ‘They have now changed
places with the unfortanates whom they used to tread up-
(on, except that they now enjoy the common benefit of o
|o~n(m hle Government and a real Legislature. Theti
| sitaation in Canada is pretty much that “of the Conserva-
tives in this covntry, but that the Conservatives are not
|oppressed by the memory of such crimes as those of the
| colorial oligarchy. Thus is aot a war of races. The Dri-
tish are a lmrv majority of the population; whereas the
'malcontents are a decided minority.  In another column
our readers will find the votes of the Assembly on the 27th
and 28th uit.,, upon the address to the Governor General,
and the amendment wmoved to that address. We have be-
fore us an amilysis of the division on the first amendment,
which was the strongest vote on borh sides. The total
number that voled was 63, of whom 46 were for Govern-
ment, and 17 against.  Of the 46 for Government there
waere 22 Irench Canadians from Lower Canada, 6 British
from Lowe: Canada, ard I8 British fromm Upper Canada.
The minority against the address consisted of 11 British
from Upper Canada, 5 British from Lower Canada, and
one French Canudian (the Repubiican, Papinew). Go-
vernment, theref .ne had a majority of 'l“ classes 3 a -
jority of tlm British, all the I'rench mcept one, who might
well be spared, & mjority from Upper Can: 1d1 and a na-
jority fron Lower Canada, the aggregare majoritly being
werwhelming, It must be considered too that in this di-
vision the factious minority had used all its arts to divide
hie Legislature and win apparent support. They did not
venture {0 propose an amendment censuring the Governor-
General, or showing ever so slicht a sympathy with the
joters.  Yet their affected modoeration was unav. wling,
ind they were entirely beaten, as we have shown, by a
majority of all classes.

It is seldom easy, and it is wholly unneceszary, to de-
seribe a political quarrel in a few words. The Rebellion
Losses Bill 1s the merest pretence. Our readers are doubt-
less aware that it is not a bill for indemnifying rebels, but

gons that may have suficred by the destruction of their
property in the revellions and the only grievances
the bill does not, because it cannot,expressly exclude every
body who took part in the rebellion. We believe the sore
pont of the afluir is, that after the rebellion the Joyalists,
who are fond of autos da fe, wantonly burned the premises

of disaffected persons, who will now prefer a claim for
that gratuitous damage. 'This, howeye nothing but the
spark which has been used to fire pagazine. 'I he
inost exclusive clement in tha : ex

office, and from the dlltﬂh&h,

a triul to
which the pot-lovalt 1S Ina-
nifestly unequal. pther co-

lonies, in common
sufferine great co TC1a Honger al-
lowed to tax the industry or : thromrh
the operation of protective dutleq and, while exposed to
free trade on this side, it 13 rebuffed  with prohibitive du-
ties by the neighboring Union.  There has been a deore-
ciation in all Canadian property, somewhat similar to what
we experience in railway shares and other speculative in-
vestments.  Annexation is an idea of growing familiarity.
At Montrea! a “ British League” has been formed, which, |!
under a pretence of an extravagant loyalty, composes a po-
lLitical capital out of all the l‘nry grievances, commercial
depression. free trade the denomination of an alien race,
and every other inaginable 1ll. It shows strongersympa-
thies with the republican statesmen than with the loyal
'renchman, and is evidently disposed to leave Victoria for
Gen. Taylor, if the latter will give a better price for Ca-
nadian®produce. Bat enongh for the day is the evil there-
of.  Wh:le it is permitted, we will leave the question of
imnexation. It existed before the present quarrel and is
wholly independent of it,  When it comes in earnest; we
trust thisycountry will be prepared to decide it with hu-
manity, firmness, anl discretion.

nrope, 1S

(I'rom, the Londsn l!ormno' Chronicle.)

The disastrious intel'igence from Canada which we puL-
lished yesterday in a sccond edition, and of whick further
partic lars will be found in our columns this morninz.
confirms but oo faithfully the views that we have taken
from the outsct with respect to the gravity of the question
lateiy uvader discussion,  That “ war of races” which M-
nis'ers even now affect to treat with scornful ineredulity
—and yet perhaps, after all, it is not
toally commenced, with a signal and unexampled out-
burst of popular passion; and although we are glad to
perceive that the latest accounts contain nothing to show
that further acts of violence might be lm.nedmtvlv “looked
for, it is inconcewable that we can have yet seen either
the last or the worst consequences of that monstrous poli-
cy which has been adopted by the representative of the
British Crown in Canada, and which her Majosty’s Go-
vernmuent are evidently determined to make their own,
Neither historical analogy nor moral probability will al-
low us to believe that so portentous an outrage as the
sacking and burning of a Parliament touse by a mob
can be the conclusion, as well as the commencement, ol
a civil war,

For all details ef the ocenrrence which afford so dis-
mal a commentary on the Elgin and Grey policy in Cs-
nada, and on the recent ministerial assurances that * i
excitement was abating,” we refer the reader to accounis
elsewhere published. \V(‘ willingly content ourselves
here with the briefest possible notice of eveuts which o
loyal subject of the Crown can dwell upon without indig-
nation and shame. Tne Rebellion Lessesa Compensa-
tion Bill has received the assent of the Governor-Gene-
ral, and 1s now (provisionally) the law ¢t Canada, but
the hall of legislution which witnessed the cousumma-
tion of that iniquitous project is a heap of ruins.  T'he
same mail whieh brings her Majesty’s Government Lord

ry othet’ public eswblishment between them, who made

lgin's first official esinmunieation respectine that bill,

Soutingld,
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also informs them that, in consequence of it and instan-
tmneously on its passing the Parhament Honse of our
chiet colonial dependency has been ourned to the ground
—all the archives and records of the two United Provin-
res destroyed-—and the Queen’s viceroy himselr insulted
and attacked in the publie streets of his owy capitl.—
His Prime Minister’s private resi g nas likewise heen
sutied ot all its contents and burned, and geveral mem-
bers of his Government have been saverely maltreated.
Legislators proceeding to a pro femwpore place of meesing
under military escort, but not secured thereby ngmnbt
gross outrage; state prisoners released ina tright;
partisan conatabulary armed one hour at the hi«ldin;z qr
a panie fear, and disarmed the next at the dietation of'a

mob-—coimplete, for the present, the picture of popular
violence and official fatuity,

Ths scews incredible—yet it ought not in the least to
surprise us, all things considered. The utter want of any
sort of p: nparatlon for the crisis 15, afier all, only an ex-
treme instance of that amazing ignorinze,of the state of
popular feeling which Lord Elmn and her Majesty’s Go-
vernment have manifested from the first. We perceive
that Sir Allan M*Nab (who, by the way, honourably, dis-
tinguished himself by endeavoring, at the imminent risk
of his life, to 1escue a portion of the parliamentaay library
from mnﬂawmtwn) strongly censured the Governor, at
the next day’s sitting of the Assembly, for * not havm"r
made due military prepan'lons, for which there was am-
ple time, and by which the public property might hove
been saved.” We are not sure, however, that this con-
sure 1s altogether reosonable. Why should Lord Elgin
have made * due military preparations—or preparations of
any kind—for a contingencv of which he would not forsee
the possibility, and which he does not seem even to have
Hmugnt worth speculating upon (if we are to juuge from
the reiterated official tale ol * abating exciiement”) 11 his
private letters to the' Queen’s Minsters? It took him
ttotally by ~mpr1x0. He had heard much, but beheved
'nothing, of the passionate indignation that would be ex-

cited among a loyal British popuhnon by the exhibition
Lof I'rench asccmlcm,y in its worst and most offensive form

1 —that of a tax for compensating rebels against the British
1 bill for indemnifying, to a very limited extent, any per-

Crown. When startled out of his lethargic security by
seeing the seat of Government and legnslat on a smn'{mc
rain, he did what weak men will do when frightened. iy

resorted to an expedient of reckless and almost criminal
violencz, without, however, havipg the courage to persist
init.  Nothing but the rashness of panic terror can even
palliate his device of arming a I rench constabulary force
—in other words, organising a partisan soldiery.

We shall wait with deep solicitude the further issues
Lof this most painful and perilous business,  In the mean-
while it is at least satisfactory to perceive that the insult-
ed loyalty of the British population of Canada was, at
the date of the latest accounts, seeking expression in le-
gitimate and constitutional methods, ‘which 12, wWe sup-
pose, what Lord Giey means by “ tranquility being res-
tored.,”  Their leaders were making every exertion to
preserve the public peace from renewed intraction, and
crowded meetings h.ul been hield at Montreal, Toroato,
Kingston, and other places, for the purpose of petition-
ing the Queen 10 recall Lord Clgin—a prayer which, if
any other man than Lord Grey were her Majesty’s res-
pousible Seeretary for the Colonies, would be granted
before it was uttered.  or, whatever else it may be
right to do, or to undo, in the =state of things which the
Governor- General’s futuous blindness las pnoduc oyt is
certain that this is right.  Even thiough the Rebellion
Losses Compensation “Bill were actua .I_y a just and legi.
timate measure in itselt, he is not the man 10 be trusted
with the peace of Canada and the integrity of the British
dominions 1w North America. Neither the honour of
the British crown nor the iuterests of the British empire
and people can be sate, for one hour, in the keepivg ot a
viceroy, whose adonunistration will be immortalised in
history, by the (quite unexpaeted) conflagration of a Par.
liamen House, and the (entirely un!ulaecn) isurgency of
a province.

——

THE FAMINE IN - IRELAND.
The Protestant rector of Ballinrobe thus addresses Lord
Johin Russell on thissubjeet 1~

“ [ will not, my lord, dwell at present upon the paioiul
subject of the workhouse, as the evil has gone fur 1o cor-
rect atself, the inmates having died off in awlul numbere,

affectation—has ac- |
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and more hiberat supalies being now remitted for the curs
rein weekly expenses—alas! that these supplies shouid
Lave been withheld so long. 1 wounld, Fowever, fix your
deepest attention vpon the “pp.a'!uw fuct, that
we bave, even at best, to encounter three months more of
S0V®, farnine, and bear it o mind oy lord, the three
warst months of the year, in point of” hotne supply—and
thiz, with 27,000 of our population in the Ballintobe nnion,
on out-door re.ief, while the remaining 68,000, minus the
thousands already lost, ave sll, with very few exeeptions
indeed, barely trying to hold on through the dread crisis !
The all-engrossing questions with every one, gentle and
sitmple, are these—* What in the name ot teaven, is to
become of us? Whatare we o do? The country is
cone ! We must thus again and again strive to arouse
vou, tay lord s for it is not possible that you or the English
peovle ean be tully conscious of] or alive to the true state
of things in the west of Ireland, 1 grant that there may
'U(‘. iovgiiat there is; wuch of uwmtmn,lmt surely there
Lnot be nny in this—that here. are the people dropping
(icml of utier want allaround in every direction, night and
day, snd can we suppose {or a mement, that the astour.d-
g tacias believed when we see no veally vigorous, and
auited movement, exeept through private benevolence, o
stay the progress of death! i 1s poor consolation to an
already more tha' half-starved weeteh 1o suy t6 him ¢ Go
and break stones, no matter how unprofitable, for that is
the sole test of our destitution, and if the contractoy doen
not disappoint, you shall get tor your ¢ight or ten houry'

sore

lnbour one pound of tndimn meal, whie h costs one penuy,
but we cannot vive you fuel or i
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