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The profits of Roman agriculture are difficult to be as- 

certaineds The re turns of seed mentioned by the ancients 

are remarkable. St. Mark the evangelist t speaks of seed 

«own on goed ground, bringing Alii bie thirty, some 

rixty, and others an hundred fol. . Varro inforins us that 

an hundred fold was reaped about Grenada, in Syria ; atid 

Byzacium, in Afraca. From the latter place, Pliny informs 

ts, Augustus re ict from his factor nearly / 400 stalks, 

all of which originated in one single grain; and to Nero 

were sent, 340 stalk# produced m the same manner. In 

ftaly itselfy the returns were not so great; good land in 

the time of \Y aro not pro lucing mora than ten, and in 

some pla 3 NG oo for ane: op Shik fw eily-one and 

thirty-two dln to an English acre ; vhicl h, consider- 

ine the popular ignorance sas to hemis try, physiology, 

and other branches of natural philosophy, will not be 

hought inconsiderable. 

Acriculture, it has been thought, derived little improve- 

me a from the Romans, and it does not satisinctos ly ap- 

pear tl hat they advanced in this science yayond the I rvp- 

ti ih Jews, Babylonians, and Greeks. Even what thoy 

knew, appe ars to have declined from the time of Varro to 

Pliny. The corruption and luxury of the penod imine 

ately succeeding the Christian @ra, the ev Hg wars at 48 

end of the second century, the tyranny of the emperors in 

the third, and the removal of tl : : 

stantinople in the middle of th i 

for the invasion of Ht Goths in the begining 
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when DOC niinre recenel { a civil blio p 5 Of ntru- 

¢ lers a athering Mi nm tha legves and foldings of every use- 

hd It the ar i 3, useful vig ornamental, sunk to decay.— 

The Romans had carried agriculture to considerable per- 

fection in the several prov nces of the empire, In Car- 

thagenia, part ofeSpain, the south-east part of France, it 

had adva meed nearly as far as Italy ; becaase the ks, 

a flouris shed before he Romans, had planted nies 

phot ny, its advance was not so considerable; but at the 

= 

> dP Ts pe SHER ER Fir 54 

fall of the Ro: nan Ql npir 3 it began 0 decline generaitiyv in 

Spain and Africa, by the invas st of tha Moors ; in 'rance, 

from the incursions of the Gerin 103 3 in Britain, from the 

Saxons, Pict Booms Scot i in Germany, and telvetia, 

from the predatory exen Sons in purstit of which the in 

habitants left hrs lands to the wild hank of nature. 

Agricul ture, hawoy Re, did not perish, bat amid the dark- 

ness of the middie , began gradually to emerge, and 

was seen thronah the dense atmo ge re. hike tho morning 

star, glimmering upon the world: the peaceful harbinger of 

wealth and comiort, 

In our own country the natives depended 
» 

their support upon flocks and h wi which the Saxons 
geized and pastured for their own us VW here cultivation 
was followed, especially in Vales, the people were not 
sulle verl to plon 10:1 W ith } 10r3e8, DATES, or COWS, but ouly 

with oxen oht onide a plough who corld not 
make onc; and the rop es with which it was drawn wero 
to be made of twisted wiliows ; it was usual for six or 
eight persons to forin themselves into a society, for fitting 
out one of these ploughs. The Anglo-Sixous, esteeming 

agriculture too guoble for a warlike people, comnntted 

the cultivation of the earth to their wi fe n and slaves, The 
division of landed property into inlands and outlands, ari- 
ginated with the ¥axon pr ices, who, after the distribu- 
tion of conquered lands, denominated those parts contigu- 
ous to their respective Shy nees, inlands, and let the out 
lands, or those wh.ch were more remote, ty ceorls or far- 
mers. The rents were established by law, Aecording to 

the laws of Tua, king of the West Saxons, at the begin- 
nine of the eigh'h centory, the rent of a farm, consisting 
of ten hides, or plough-lands, was, * ten cus ks of honey 
three hundred loaves of bread, twelve casks of strong ale, 
trirty casks of sual] ale, “wo oxen, tun weathers, ten geese, 

chiefly for 
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twenty hens, ten cheeses, ona cask of butter, five salmon, 

twenty potin ds of forage, and one hundred eels.” 
A curious picture of a plonghman 1s found in Stratt’s 

work, entitled Savon Rarities of the Eighth Ce bury, which 

shews the rude and imperfect state of agriculture during 
that period. The invasion of Britain by the Normans 

tended gresisy to the improvement of agriculture, by 

bringing ove: many thousands of cultivators from the fer- 

tile plains of France and Normandy, who introduced their | 

own methods, Richard de Roos, lord of Brunne and | 

Deeping, and chamberlain to William the orn was 

int this a very effective instrument. The Norman clergy 

also practised agriculture ; and Thomas a Becket, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, used to go out with the monks fre- 
quently, and assist them in hay- making, reaping, &ec. 

"The implements in use at that period were nearly the 
same as those employed at present. Of the two species of 

ploughs then in common use, one ke ci from ancient | 

pictures, which yet remain, to Baxi been used for strong 
lands, and attended by an instinment in the right hand 

tise ploughman, for breaking the clods : &e. The otl 
without wheels, was used in lizht soils, he husband, 

operations of this period are not very distinet lv knowp,—- 

i centuries, the Leguom 
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In the thirteenth apd fourteenth 
Anpglice of Judge Fortescue shes rg. ns agriculture Was 

carried on with vigour. In the fifteen century, England 
was engaged in civil wars, and agric ciltare declined. The 
prelatea, barons, and other grout gnopricters, nevertheless, 

kept extensive tracts of land rot und thef® castles, enlled 
demesne gre which they cultivated by means of their 

villas and hired servants. The dearths oi "Henry VIL 
still further evince the low state of agriculture ; for, in 

gay. DD t Snel Pad ar ds 6 . » 
437—1433, wheat rose from 43, or 48. 0. per Hibs to 
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Scotland, cultivation was at a law ebb, y 142 4 a : Taw 

was passed, eniating, that every labourer of a sunnle es- 

tate shou 8 5 ARE Tg Y y by Y ol it : Lag dae d egal to Je 

ven square fie; and in 1457, it was enacted, that every | 

firot Gl shel of vhoeat, 13.41 4 11r10i i pe +8 yd forty of | 

beans; and ki default she 11d pay ten shillings to the ba- | 

to his own lands. ee pay the same sum to the king, 

t 
the middie of the eichth century, cultivaiion uo- 

oan to pour upon the kingdom all 1s 
| © 1 : : { 

res. The culture of hoj 3 Was introduced, and the breed- | 

ning of the sixte io e iy agricaliun : 

reneral improvement that followed uj pon the | 

was The Book of Husbandry, pharicss hed Re 

A. Fizherbe it, judge of tho Cot non Pl : 1 
czellent observations, the propriety of wir’ Yeh posterity | 

have seen, he deseribes the advantage of # quycksettynae, 

. 

dychynae, and | te aud lays down a lu ne of conduct 

“ for a yong gentyim wn that intend®h to thryve,” he af- 
terwards points ont the duty of a fxrmais wif , distasteful, 
certainly, to the wives i 

no doubt to the times in which he lived, 

‘sha 1s to mage clothes for her husband an 
snc my have the lockes 

wr coverlettes, or both” “itisa wife's oceupa- 

Ul farther “to wynowe all manner * of cornes, to 
make malte, to washe acd wrynge, to ma ke heye, shere 

col 0 and mn thine of nede, to hs alp her ks le to fy il the 

mmckewayne or dounge carte, drive the plough, to load 
heye, et wwne, and suche other ; and to go ot nde to the 

market to sel butter, chese, mylke, egges, chekvngs, ca- 

pons, hennes, pygres, g gese, and all manner of cornes.’— 
Many paris of this book have not been improved upon, 

)¢ v( ory ior 

“ oy £1 4 aid Kank 
of modern farmers, bn 

of the shepe either to make blan- 

The state of agriculture, at this p ariod, also receives ad- 

ditional illustration from the Book of Surveying, by the 

same author, published in 1549. © i"onr munmer of coin- 

mens” are here described ; several sorts of mills, for corn 
and other purposes; and also * quernes that goo with 

hand” tenants of different orders, down to the “bound- 

men,” who, he tells as, in some places * continue as vet,’ 

—% and many tymes by colnse thereof "there be many free- 

men taken as bondmen, and thoir lands and ecoods is tales 

from them.” In the conclusion of his work he gives di- 

rections * how to make a tows ship that is worth xx marke 

v vere worth xx li a yere,” viz. by enclosing, and having 

the closes or field alternately crop ped with corn and * let 

lye” for some tine, In the reign of Elizabeth agriculture 

rreatly advanced, but was, according to Tusser, best un- 
Jerstood in Fister and Sufiblk. Harr.son observed, a far- 

wer “will thinke his games very small towardes the end 

of his terme if he bave not six or seven yoars fom Heing 
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by him, therewith to purchase a new lease besides a fine 

garnish of pewter on his cupboard, with as much more in 

odd vessels ooing about the house ; three or four teather 

beds ; so many coverlets and carpets of tapestrie ; a «il- 

ver salt; a bowle for wine, if not a whole xeast ; and a 

dozen of spoones to furnish oute the suite.” 
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THE RELIGIOUS PRESS IN ITALY THR Ds 

MAN REPUBLIC. 

(From the New York Evangelist.) 

Marsemnnis, Feb, 19, 1840. 

The spell is broken: that mighty engine, the press, 

which Rome has for centuries heid in thraldom to super 

atition and error within her own dominion, is now foosed 

in all its power for good : and toils with alacrity in send- 
ing forth the word of God! A large edition of Diodati’ 

rinslation of the Bible is now in press in the City of 
Rome, and an edition of 3,000 copies of Martmi’s version 

is kis press at Florence. In addition to these, the London 

ot Society have nndertaken an edition of Panl’s Epis- 
i po the Romans, with an introduction, to be printed 2 

Florence. And a new translation of the Testawrent by 

Dr. Achilli and his colleagues at Malta, will be put to’ 

press at Rome In gnceessive books, to bring it into the 

world of letters for criticism. The Brit'sh and Foreign 

Bible Society confines itself to its own London edition of 

Diodati, and leaves the above undertakings to others. It 

has however engaged certain competent persons im Italy, 

to underline the obsolete terms of Dhodaty, with reference 

to using in future an improved edition, which may in fact 

pe all that is desienble. They hold themselves ready, 
m reover, to mea: the utmost demanfls upon them for Bi- 
bios and Testaments in Qtaly. 
The London Tract Society hav undertaken the pubii- 

~i cation of the follow ine works :— An abridgement of Mil- 

ner’s Church History, the Life of Join Newton, Bunyan's 

Pilerim’s Progress, and Pale: rio § the latter being already 

in Spe 33 at Pisa. From the pret face of the | Snerlish trans- 

lation of Paleario, we learn that the original, entitled 
- 

t 44 fh 1g Beserrr oF Corist’s Deati, or the glorious rich- 

I” Gad’s free grace u hich ev ory true belicver receives ny 

es Chest, and Jum crucified,” was written by Anto ¥a- 

leario, in 1543. * Many are of opinion,” says v ergar.on, 

+ that there is scarcely a book of this age, or at Je it sbi 

the pies language, so sweet, 50 pious, go simple, and so 

well fitie to instruct the ignorant and weak, especially 

in the dot tring of justification.” Macaulay, mn one of his 

essays {Oct,, 1840,) gives us some account of the parse- 

ution ae the book by the fvomish Chureh, until it fairly 
eh =ape red bags the language. “ Jti8 now us utterly HITS 

s the second decade off Livy.” Fortunately it 
Was early pobre Wd into French, und afterwards Sn 

Wrench ih Ionalish. It is now rendered back into Leal: 
an by Dr. Achilli, Why areat talents and warmth of 

heart | pon this very sul be ct of justification by faith, make 
it cortain that all possible erre has been taken to render 
it 23 Rar wine as of old. The anther was a distinguish- 

eo) c¢laspieal scholar and orator of his day, and had 2 Fu- 
He was driven from cityjto eity by 

he » he] \VS, 

v 

ropcan r wputation. 
the nriesthood, and shielded as far as possible by the en- 
hohtenad Senates of Sienna, Lucea, and Milar. At 

le nzth upon the accession of Pius Vv. he was seized, ta- 

ken to Rome, and after three years’ vnpr onine nt bt ined 

u orn, July. 1570, This little book on the gf orious riches 
* Gou's free grace, “so sweet, 80 pious, so Sin] le, and so 

fy fitt2d to instruet the ignorant aud weal’ was the 

cause of his long persecution. and final matyrdom, snd 

now after being as it were embalinerd with him for cerntu- 

vies, an imperishable soed, it springs vp in fresh beauty 

upon his giave 3 ealled by his sainted nae, and destined 
hy its hoavenly fragrance to revive unnumbeied souls 

fainting umler the burden of sin. The work | is divided 

into six chapters, entitled as follows :~— 
kasp 1. Original sm and man’s hadi 
Chap. 11. How the law was given of God, to the end 

that we, knowing ovr sin, and not having any hope of ani- 
lity " make ourselves righteous by onr own works, shoul! 
hive recourse to God's mercy, and unto the righteousnes 
of faith, 

Chap. 111. How the forgivenetbel’ our sins, justification 
and pr mes depen:a only on Christ. 
Chap. IV. Of the efinets of lively faith, and of the union 

of man’s soul with Christ. 
Chap. V. In what wise the Christian i clothed with Je- 

me Gil wt 


