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vau in detail the repeated declarations conta*ned in 1he3e1
despatches, that the honor of the Crown 1s concerned in'
inaintaining nviolably the rights of the officers thereby!
secured. T'ms was fally done last year by the hon. and
Jearned Attorney General, and it was distinctly declared]
hat it would be a breach of the public faitly, to interfere
with the rights thereby vested.

But consider it well the force and import of the expres-]

. sion ¥ the honor of the Crown of England, in what does it

consist? Is it her vast wealth and power, the progress of
her grts and arms? No, not all the triumphs of her army
and navy, all the laurels of Waterloo and Trafalgar have
shed so imperishable a glory on England as her lofty mo-
ral position among the nations of the world, and her pure
unspotted faith, which has made the word of England cur-
rent through the world. The Crown of England : aye,
and the Crown of New Brunswick too, and the honour of
that Crown, ought to be dear to every irhabitant of this
Province. The Hon. and learned Atty. General himself,
jast year told you that he could not on his oath advise the
Lieutenant Governor to give his'assent to a bill touching
the present inctmberts,

But it 13 not the declaration of the Colonial Scecretaries
merely, that forms the bar to interfering. They truly say
that it cannot be done., But with the salaiies so secureo
—if Liord Glenelg, Lord Stgnley, Lord John Russell, or
Lord Grey had never written a line on the subject, the
difficulty would have been equally insurmountable. The
objection arises out of the nature of the case and not from
the opinion of the Colonial minister, and every constitu-
tional lawyer would have returned the same answer.

With regard to my own case it was thought desirable by
the Legislature to establish and provide tor a judge in the
Court of Chancery. By the Act of Ist Victoria—the ap-
pointment of a master of the Rolls in the Court of Chan-
cery was authorised who should hold ks office during good
behaviour. It was necessary that the person to be select-
‘ed to fill so responsible an office should be taken from the
first ranks of the profession, and it was provided that he
should be a barrister of ten years standing. By the se-
cond section he is to have the same powers as the Master
ot thz Bolls in England ; and by the fonrth section, there
is granted a fixed sum annually as a salary for the said
office. 'When then the Commission under the great seal
1ssued to me, thereby granting me to hold that office dur-
ing good behaviour together with the salary thereto at-
tatched—it conveyed to be an indefesable title to that of-
fice and to that salary during my incambency. Bat it
may be said, ‘it may be taken away by Legislative enact-
ment ? undoubtedly it may. We are all aware of what has
been called the omnipotence of Parliament ; but so an act
may be passed to take uway my house, or the land on
winch it stands and transfer it to my neighbour. I have
.no better title to it than to the emoluments of the office

[ held. My title to eachis by the law of the land.—-
If that will not protect me in the one, it is no security in
the other.

Here then was a special act expressly passed to esablish
this offiee, and to fix the salary. It was a permament act,
anid by it the Lieutenant Governor was enabled to make a
selection for the office. I was so selected. And can it
be for a moment imagined that it is now competent to break
the faith thus pledged, to destroy the title thus given aund
aranted ; it is utterly imposzible, Tam quite satisfied when
this mattez is understood that the present measnre can
proceed no further, that the learned Attorney General will
.see himself that it must be withdrawn.

Why, what would be the effect of passing such an act ?
what would become of the independence of the judiciary.
It would lay it prostrate at the feet of the House of As-
sembly, and the maintenance of the judges would be 4
subject of an annual vote.

T'his proposal I understand, goes to reduce the Judges
to £600. -Supposs it done, how long would it remain so ?
Already a lower note has been sounded, and another hon.
gentleman proposes £500. There it might remain for a
year or two, but another hon. member has declared his
opinion that £300 per annum is quite enough for any pub-

lic officer ; and he says, the country are fast coming to his
“opimion ; and one hon. gentleman has expressed his senti-
ent that the duties of the office I have the honor to hold
iwery well be pertormed tor two hundred a year-—per-
bey may. You are then fairly warned—the notion
Blity 1n what you now do is altogether avowedly re-
jatéd. 'I' he reduction of salaries 1s always a popular
yand thus hereafter, the judges instead of being secure,
€ subjected to the conditional agitation which any
nay at any time and for any motive set on foot in
#louse. Those who are called oa to discharge their
| functions between high and low, rich and poor, men
Bessing political power, and men possessing none, are
lembers of this House and those who are not to be brought

down to be absolutely dependent on the votes of this house.
¢ Is it possible the people of New Brunswick desire such a

state of things? I do not beleive it.

And for what is all this? what is the advantage pro-
posed in return for the dishonour to the Crown, the breach
of puble faith, and the overthrow of Judicial indepen-
dence? Why, the saving contemplated by this bill as far
as the Judicial salaries goes, is about £1200. The inha-
ibtants of this Province are about 240,000. This will make
about one penny in the year to each inhabitant of the Pro-
vince. By the year 1870, when probably—if not sooner
—the whole, or nearly the whole of the present incumbents
will be gone, the saving will amount te one shilling and
nine pence t> each individaal!!! This is Jiterally the
whole benefit, and is it for this miserable mess of pottage
thut the country is to break faith, and barter away its cha-
racter and render suspected the administaation of justice ?
But it is said there 1s another advantage! It is the great
moral effect that will be produced by the reduction of sa-
Jaries; that the country is “ ground down” by these high
Salanes. This may be an excellent reason for the mea-
sure of last year, providing for a pwspective reduction.—-
Economy in all departments is no doubt desirable, but #
}s no ground for a breach of faith. A moral effect to be
produced by means which are uot moral is not much to be
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commended. It would almest be supposed from the lan-
gfage used that the salaries of official men were employ-

ed in erecting smal' fortresses around the country or pro-

curing instraments of torture for the oppression of the peo-

ple; but after all the salaries raised by indirect taxation

for the most part flow back in small streams over the land

and may occasionally be felt not to be injurious to the

poorer classes,

A simildr question to the present, has been raised in

Nova Scotia ; and T hold in my hand a paper in which

certain resolutions appear, whether they were or were not

carried [ cannot state. Thoy were however introduced

to the Nova Scotia Legislature, by the Provinciel Se-

cretary, and may therefore be taken to establish the opinion

of the Government. There the subject was the 1eduction

of the Lieut. Governor, and one of the resolutions affirms

that a« that Salary was fixed in the Civil List Bill, and

formed part of the compromise by which the casual and

territorial Reuenues of the Crown were transferred to the
Province, that any breach of that compact would be dis-
honourable to the people and Legislature of Nova Scotia.
But I have said this measure, if carried, will place this
Province in a false position with England : we have been
told by Secretary afier Secretary, that in England this
proceeding is held to be dishonest, a breach of public
falth. Isthere a different standard to be established here ?
~—we may doubt the wisdom of her commercial or her
finaneial policy, but who doubts the wisdem ot her good
faith? Is this House about to proclaim that England’s
honour is toopure for New Brunswick,that we must lower
the standard ; that we mnst have a sort of Provineial hon-
esty and faith. That, what minister after minister tells
you is dishonourable in England—what your fellow-sub-
jects in Nova Scotia tell you is dishonourable there, will
do well enough for New Brunswick ! Last year you
were warned in reference to this measure, ¢ let there be
no repudiation,”—Why then is that which was disgraeelul
in 1849—recommended 1n 1850 ? Is it possible that like
the disease that affects eur wheat or our potatoes, this
baleful principle has crept upon us by degrees until it has
infected the very lips of him who last year warned you
agamst it ?  If this 1s indeed the ecase, then have we made
greater strides towards separation than 1 was aware of
but whatever may be the future destines of New Bruns-
wick, if the standard of England must come down, | trnst
it will not be to be replaced by a banner of drab.

Is it that sinee last ycar the powers of this Legislature
have been enlarged, and is it the first use to be :nade of
your enlarged powers to commit an act of public dishonor,
and a breach of public faith? I am satisfied that this
mensure has been introduced without sufficient consider-
ation, and that it can never pass into a law.

’ CANADA.

(From the Toronto Colonist.)
COL. JOHN PRINCE, M. P. P,

'The following cerrespondence, we received from Co-
nel John Prince, with a request 1o publigh. The intro-
ductory remarks, and the two first letters came to us
printed : the second letter to the Secrerary, and the note
from Colonel Prince to ourselves, in manuscript. I'he
printed form bore the newspaper title, ¢ The Canadian
Free Citizen,) with the motto, Freedom of Thought, Free-
dom of Speech, and the Freedom of the Press. \We copy
thetn entire.

A MENACE.—COL, PRINCE AND THE GOVERNMENT.

The following correspondence has just taken place be-
tween the Government and Col. John Prince ; and we

Mr. Leshe awakas the following train ot thought—There
isa decided pre-disposition in the present Government to
tyranize over the FrRrEpoyM of SprrcH and of the Press.
We cannot discover in Col. Prince’s letter the first sylla-
ble of disloyal sentiment, much less of treasonable doe-
trine, or inflammatory appeal ; the whole concern is the
canrlid opinion of a free citizen of a free country, {reely giv-
en for the consideration ot an enlightened and magnani-

is recommended, but the most mild and peaceable r.eans,
to secure to our beloved Provines the entire management
of their own affairs, uncontrolled by a powet 4000 miles
off—so far off that it'is ymorally imposgible that it can
knew or appreciate our resources, wants, or grievances,

that the Governinent, in meddhng in this afair, will pro-
mote the very cause the y seem so anxious to repress,
Secretary’s Office,

(Copy.) .
Toronto, 26th March, 1850.
Sir,—~A letter has been published in several of the
newspapers of the Province, dated 19th February, signed
with your name, and addressed to Arthur Rankin, Esq..
recommending ¢ Independence from the Mother Country,’
as a remedy for certain evils under which the Province
is therein alleged to labour.
I am commanded by the Governor General to inquire
from you if you are the anthor of that letter.
1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most ohed’nt servant,
* J. LESLIE, Secy.

John Prince, Esq., Sandwich.

The Park Farm,
Good Friday, 1850, 1 p, m.

Sir,—Your letter of the 25th has been this moment re-
ceived. ‘

You may inform the Governor General that 1 am the
anthor of every word m-my letter to A. Rankin, Esquire,
of the 19th ultimo: and you may be sure that 1 believe
what I therein wrote ia true—that I hope it will in due
time be carried out—and that my best exertions shall be
ever used tgwards that great end,

(Copy, Answer.)

hasten to lay the same before the public. The letter of

mous people. No overt acts, no resistance, no rebellion |

or apply a suitable and sufficienily timely remedy to such |
political maladies as may exist. Our eandid opinion is, |

To the hon. J. Leslie, Provincial Seefetary, Toronto,

The Park Farm
Saturday, 30th March, 1850.
Sir,—1 pre#me that my letter of yesterday (Good F'ri
day) duly reached ypur office. . 1 now presume also to
send to you, for the Governor Generals perusal and your
own (as an earnest of my intentions to carry out the
meaning of that letter,) u Petition to Parliamen, prayiny
for ¢ Independence’ It may probably relieve his Fxcellern-
¢y from cogitating much about my ¢ Silk Gown &e., &c ;
and I trust 1shall be able to carry it through the house
next Session.
1 remain, Sir,
Your humble servant,
JOHN PRINCE, Q. C.
To the hon.J. Leslie, -
Provincial Secretary, Toronto.

The Park Farm, 1st April, 1850.

Mr. Prince will be much obliged to ¢ The Colonisi’ 1o
condescend to publish the above together with the in-
closed printed correspoadence ; in his nexi issue, 1l
merely puts it as the request of an independent Member
of the Provincial Parliament—a very rare animal now a
daya,

Note by Editor Colonist. We would desire to draw
the necessary distinction hetween an independent member
and an infalualed member. Independence is one thing,
—infatuation another. We are sory for Colonel Prince.
We have still hope’s of his getting on the ¢ right track’

again,
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Mg. Eprror.—In resnming my promised task, viz.,-—
the analyzation of Mr. Wilmot’s Spgech—the more | view
this piece ot composition, the more [ am astonished ai it.
‘The misrepresentations, the plain falsehoods, and the
uncharitable remarks made by that man, are so enormous,
that no man of common sense could for‘a mement be-
lieve them, 1 was quite surprised at the declaration of
Mr. Wilmot when he said “that Orangemen glory in
taunting Roman Catholics.” Let Mr. W. if he can, bring
forth one living proof of this statement. It he does not 1
shall regard it like many other parts of his speech, wn
Jounded! He also mukes reference to the County of
Carleton in 1847, and brards the Orangemen with all the
disorder and confusion which then tcok place. Well
might Mr. Connell (member for Carleton) boast of the
pence that is now enjoyed in this County. It Mr. Wil
mot received information which he stated, relative to do
mestic feuds, that information was wrong; peace and
tranquility is the legitimate fruit of Orangeism, und not
party feuds. Let Mr. W, if he can, or the gentleman wlo
gave him the information, point oat any family as s living
witness of their statement, if they do not then must we
believe that we have a public demonstration that what
they declared is false. Mr. W. does refer to one or 1wo
4 circumstances which are well calcufated, certainly, to in
jure the Orange Association ; one is the faet of an Jdito;
of a publie periodical presenting to view the character ot
Mr. W. in such a manner asjmade him ashamed. A Jiti-
gation having taken pluce between himself and that wri
ter, he therefore uses that as an argument against Orange
ism. Do you think, Mr. Editor, the thousands of Orang
men in this Provigee will ever get the better of such a
migaty sheek 2 Oh! Mr. Wilmot, why did you strike us
with such a mighty weapon as that? you might have had
a little Lompusion upon us! But this is notall—ths great
Goliah of Popery, as he was stretching his fertile imagi
nation, he met on lus way Mr. Marshell Roberson’s Gris
Mull, and by one twist of his Magna Langua, upreoted
the whole mill and threw it right at the Orangefmen; but
as good fortune would have it, they were some eight «.
nine miles oft’ at another mill, where they were Lette
served, and where they received better treatment, and
therefore they escaped being ground up into powder,—
And oh! Mr. Editor, did you not pity those poor linle
children who were called Mickeys, at that School dowi
there in the County of Queen’s? oh dear, how the poo
little things must have suflered! Is it possible Mr. Wil-
mot that really was so? Can it be possible that i
tcould take place® You were actually among thé !
ones as this persecution arose L. why Mr. Wilmer, afte
that the Orangeimen may never asain show their head
in this world. \Why Sir, was not that act worse 1 you
eatimation, than all the eruelties inflicted %y the Romuan
Catholies during the fifteenth and sixteenth centurivs * —
‘Those poor martyrs who endured the rack, the cross, il
scalding leal, the boiling oil, the fagot und the flamc,
were not neaily ro much persecuted as those poor Loys
that were called Mickeys, Oh! Mr. Wilinot, 1 ain astos
ished at you repining at such a _ehildish occurrence. It
might have done very well for you to kave referred o
when you were about ten years age, but now you are =
man, do, ol do, put away childish things from about you,
1 am vexy much atraid Mr. Editor, that the people of the
adjacent Provinces will think that we are a parcel of ¢linl-
dren in this Provinee, and that an idiot has been appoin
ted one of our leaders. The hou. Attorney Generul say«,
[ what il he bad been bred a Romnan Catholic, und the tau
which a man has he says, is merely the result of eireum-
stances. \Why, s not Mr. Wilmot a Roman Catholic now
if he 15 not, what i€ he? Why, says one, he is like the
Mickey who put the Methodist coat on, he isy Mickey
still. It is hard to tell in whut Mr. Wilmort’s faith wili
termiinate. for it is the mere result of circumstances, as

circumstances occur and vary, so will his faith be.

[ remain, your’s, &c.,
VERUM.

From your humble servant,
, JOHN PRINCE.
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Woodstock, May 2n, 1850,

Pardon me, Mr. Editor, for this very brief enistle, whilo
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