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[From the Montreal Witness.]
THE PERSECUTED PORTUGUESE EXILES
FROM MADEIRA.
The attention of Roman Catholies is earnestly requeat
ed to the foliowing article, and the respected writer will
greatly oblige us by codtinuing to Cerrespond with the
Hitness.—En.)

We might, perhaps, reasonably suppose that, could the
enemics of trae religion foresee the ultimate efi>et of their
opposition to the (Gospel, they would cease to atllict those
wio are seeking 1ts extension.  “ Sarely the wrath of man
shall praise God : the remainder of wrath shall he restrain.”
Scldom, perhaps,has this truth been more signally or quick-

Iy confirmed, than in the case of the Portuguese Exiles, |

who, by persecention, have heen driven from their native
island, and taken refuge inthe United States, They are
atives of the boaatiful island of Madeira, which, since
F414, s belonged to the kingdon of Portugnl. The po-
puiation of Madeira is about 100,000. Their relicion is
exclusively popish; and is maintamed with grest bigotry
and rigor. Their spiritual ignorance was, till a tew yoars

#ince, almost incredible. Not only were they destituie of

the Bible, © but it was a rarve case to find' any one who knew
there was a book thil contained a Igstory of Jesus Christ.”
This was their moral condition in k@338, when De iKal-
ley, who then belougod to the Kirk of Scotland, but now
to the Free Church, and who is both a clergyman and a
phvsician, went, for the benefit of his wife’s health, amono
them.. Having a benevolent disposition, and large proper-
tv, he determined at once to seck their spiritual illumina-
tion.  tor this purpose, he mingled freely among tham —
made hunself acquainted with their language and true con-
dition—and then established schools for their henefit.

These schools were extended through the isiand—wors |
sustained by his own liberality—and soon became so po-

pular, that 800 adults, besides children, attended them—

and tlie municipal authorities of Fuuchal, passed a resolu- |

tion expressing their thanks for his disinterested beneyo-
lence.  In addition to these schools, Dy, K. opened o hos-

pital and dispensary, for the gratious benefit of the poor: |
circulated hundreds of Bibles ard Testaments ; and open- |

cd little meetings tor the readine and familine exposition
. . 2 )
of the Word ot God.

These exertions. throngh the Divine blessing  beoat,

says a Captain of the British Navy, who was an eve-wit- |

ness of tha scenes, “a desire to investigate the life-giving
truths of' the Gospel : the people began to hunzer and
thirst atter knowledoe ; their souls were tonched with the
Spirit of Christ.  The seed took root and grew—was wat-
tered from on high, and soon beeame fruitful,  T'o one sin-
ner after another, the: Word came home with demonstrati-
on and'with power. In the course of readin e the scriptures
they met with many th ngs incensistent wich the relicious
tenets which they had received.from their fathers. Some
applied to the priests for a solution of their difficultios, and,
becoming gradually accustomed i the exercise of their men-

tal powers, were often dissatistied with the answers olven |
to their enquiries. 'The priests were annoyed when they |
found themselves. surpassed, as they frequently were, i

the knowledge of the Word of God, by their own Parsihe
oners ; and ere long, began to oppose, both the schools
and the Scriptures.”

The alarm of the priests rapidly exlended, ard they
combined their efforts to s'op what was so opposed to
thelr interests. Regarding the schools as the nurseries of
the entire evil, their first efforts were directed acainst those
mstitutions.  An order was instently 1ssued by the Admi-
wistrator of toe Island, and addressed to the Remster of
nach parish, commanding their immediate supprgssilon.'—.-
T'he following is a copy :1—

* Sir,—On the receipt of this, you will saummon to vour
jwesence the teachers, male and female, of all the schools
astablished and supposted by Dr. Kallev, existing in your
parish a d in the presence of two witnesses, charve them,
Lenceforth, not to teack any living being, If, after beine
duly notified, any of them should continue to teach, you

canimmediately send them to this adui nstration, in charge |

:;)I"two officers of police.. You will eause this order to be
faithfully exceuted ; e nd report the result by Monday next,

-

giving the names of allswho have been notified, &e. God
save you.

J. C. Tesrma Uzer, Administrator.”

%lhe same time, the persecution of the converts and
2 Bible-readers commenced. Many of them were most
ruthlessly arrested, and thrown into inost loathsoine dun-
geons. The witness before referred to,says, “ The houses
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| of the scholars, chieily Bible-readers. were broken open :
| thirty men and women were taken prisoners, most of them
| bound—many of thent were beaten, and some of them very
tsevercly—and their houses were ziven up te be sacked by
' the soldiers, who committed the most horrible atrocities.—
| With cearcely any clothes on, (for they had been ronsed
irom their bads byy'\h) soldiers,) twenty-two of them were
conveyed to Iunchal, ina Portuguese frigate. which, to
'complete the melancholy farce, was sent to support the

i
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Coperations of the soldiers: and there committed to prison.—
n prison they were deided lherly to read the Word of God ;
|ang, thonzh mass had not been parformed in it for years, it
was now fennd nseful as a means of persecution, and they
Lwere driven fo mass el the point of lhe bayonel.”

| Much, as some of your readers know of the character of
Popery, it would, I believa, appal them, were [ to-detail the
barbarities which, at the instigation of Romish priests
woere committed on those poor unoffending Protestants.—,
Bafiice it to say, that, besides private insults and injuries,
 which the authorities indirectly encouraged, and instrue-
tions from the priests that no one shouid extend assistance
| to the converts, or pay them just deb‘s, more than fifty

' a spectacle have we here to night !

wore thrown into prison—amoeng whom was Dr, Kallev,

who wis confined for five months fand one respecianie -
male, was sentented to death, because she denied that the |
| consecrated host, or wafer in the bands of the priest, s the |
real bodyj and the rea! Glood of Jesus Christ, and refusgl ty
AAsTe . 7%
"U'he storm of persecution continuad to rage till Angust,
| 1846, wiinn it reached its height.  Thea Dr. Kalley, with
| great difliculty, effacted lus escape ; not however, without
sk
’»‘Si(ﬁ.(}(}(). which the mob destroyed.  Manv of the converts |
| were obliged to eseape to the mountains for safety.  This, !
Ilmwmw;r, was their extremity, and God showed 1t was his |
E !
| |

he joss of much proverty, and a valnabie library, worth

-

Lopportanity 3 for, just at that tiine, severai vessels visited |
Madeira, in which 1000 were enabled to feave.  Thankful, |
thoush with many painful separatious, and much sacrifice
ot property, they bade ddiamto their nativeasland.  About
{ one himadred landed at Domarara, and about the sune num- |
| berat St. V.ncont, and alsoat St. Kitts ; while between six |
Land seven hundred went to T'rinadad,  Suach is the spirit of
| Popery in tha ninataenth eentuer,
| Tt ns now follow thass parsaciuted Christians to Trini-
pdad. "Fhay had heard that they wiicht there enjov liberty
L of conseience, and freedom: to read the Sacred Word, and
this made it to them an attmetive place. DBnt there new
tria's 1waited them. 'They soon found that the unhealthi-!
ness of the ¢limate, the want of suitable lnhour, and above
Lall.the mixine of their children * wth ¢ lorw. profane, wreleh- |
ed, Rom:n Cuiiolic population,” made it an unsuitable re-
sidenca for them. |
In 1847, the American Protestant Sociotv heard of their
situaiim, and sent a missionary to visit them  He return-
ed, bringing with him a letter expressine their desire here
to find a home, The society forthwith 1ssned an appeal to
Amercan Christians, who readily responded mm axd of the
sufferers.  Thus sustained, the Committee encouraced
their coming to thie Umited States ; and at different periods
ft'mm the fall of 1848 to August, 1349, four hundred and

‘eighty safely reached our shores,

Their desire was to remnin,if pisst 'e,togehorthat they
might be in one clinrch, and have e Gospel preachad
their own language. This;mot only delayed their settle- |

ment, but made it mere difficult and trving to the Co amit- |
(tee, However, their wish was regarded ; and after various |

l

| plans to secure their united and permament location had |
{as it now seems Providentially) failed, the inhabitants of
Jacksonville, Springfield, and vicmity, I, prop.sed to the |
Society to employ ail who can labour in common arts, or
on farms, in their immediate neighborhood. This propo-
sition the Conunittee gratetelly accepted. Just, however,
as one hundred and {wenty of the refugees were about to
leave for their new howme, the Cholera broke out, and their |
friends at the West, requested that their depariure {rom
New York might be deferrea iill antumn, To thisthe |
Comruittee assented, though it threw on them the daily sup- |
port of near five hundred persons. Happily, they have |
been liberally sustnined ; and the refugees have had |
full opportuni'y to show their Christian tié’ellty and grati- |
| tude,

Prior to leaving for their new home, it was thought de-
sirable to hold meetings on their behalf, in New York,
Brooklyn, and this city. They have all been large, spirit-
ed, and effective. Great good to the cause of Protestant -
ism and practical piety has been achieved. Christian sym-
pathy has been increased aud strengthened. Living wit-
nesses to the cruelty of Popery have been seen ;:and ma-
ny a fervent and telling appeal respecting t.8 errors-and
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apirit, hag been made. In New York, the Hon. 'T'. I'reling-
huysen, said,—* These hunted brethren exhibit i the sut-
ferings the true character of that bigotry and intolerance
which will not suffer conscience to be free. 'They have
deserved fron us this testimony of cur approbation. 'They
are a living rebuke to persecutors. et us hold up the
law of kindness, and try what etfect that will have upon the
dezpotisms of the old world. Let them drive their people to
our shores ; while they drive we will feed them. [t they
persecute for conscience’ sake, we will give the right hand
of fellowship to their victims, for couscience’ snke.  What
& whole people dri-
ven from their country by persecution. God expects us
to sympathize with them, and hus render good for evil to
their persecutors. We might return blow for blow on
Popery ; but O that I could prevail on the whole world
to try this Divine remredy. Let us pray for Portugal, 1
hope sowe of these younzy men may yet go back and cox-
vey the Gospel to the Portuguese who are still in darkness
and tell them what an open Bible and a free conscience
have done in this country. The persecutor can meet the
resistance of force, bat the law of kindness will melt him.
if this demonstration of aur sywpathy cost nothing. it would
be worth nothing. They we e sent to us to try the cost.—
They are east, not on she charaty ot the cold world, but
on the heart of christian sympati v and Jove. When the
dead of all generations shall assembie—when crowns have
bassed away in the great contlagratior, there will be one
living record preserved—* Inasmuch as jye did it to thesc”
—which will outlast all the honours of the 'world. Let us
help them now ta get to their home in the West, and i{
horeafter tronbles should press upon them beyond whae
they are able to bear, we will help them again.”

In this city the Rev. . N. Kirk made an effective speech
in which he expressed s belief ¢ that this persecution
had been permitted to take piace, 1n order that the world
might be wore convinced than ever of the true, inate hos-
tility of the Papacy to liberty, relizious and. political.—

T'hese poor paople have been semt to our happy shores, m

ordgithag our people, many ot whom were in danger of
sittht, rewote as-they are from Rome and from her
inflnemnces, of the essential, perpetual, and unchangeable

‘miture.of that dreadful postacy, the enemy of Go { and

man.” Itis, I believeseven so. And while [ rejoice,
not m the sufferings of these poor vefugees, [ bless God
ithat he reigna, that he has entbled them =o heroteally to
wituoss {or his truthy and that the people of this Republic
have winessed their couragze and piety, and given to them
a happy howme.

Boston, November 7, 1340,

D. D.

Tue Sagsaru.—The New' York Sun says, that the Di-
rectors of T'he Hudsen River Raiload, just opened, have
determined to run no ears 1o the City on the Subbath, tor
the convenienee of citizen chureh goers, or excursionists.
It may cnuse some marmuring, but it will result mn much
cood. The chuteh goer and disappointed: exeursionist

' should remamber that a ratl -tra, or steamer, or a line of

stages, run on the Nabbath for bis convenience, deprives
all who wre employed thereby ot the enjoyment and obser-
vance of the Sabbath, The labeurer on the raliroad hos
moral and physical necessities to be considered as well as
the pleaswwe seeker, We are glad the Hudson River road
begins vinler suchioauspices, and wish that the spirit dic-
tating them might be nitated far and wide. It may shut
the pocket of speculation to a few dollars it firsty but n
the end it will be to society and the best interest of mana
rich gain.. In this country, though with less outward ce

remoby it may be the Sabbath is perhaps better regarded
than in any other in the world, and that too, through the
voluntary action of the people. As general as i3 the re

cognition of Christianity by the American people, so gen-
eral s the observance of the Sabbath among all ranks and
professions,  ‘T'he result is a progressive refinement in all
the Lumanities of our nature, a growth of the moral facul-
ties, ana an elevation o”the intellectual. So strong and
united hes the sentunent of society become on this point,
that its influence is gradually extending to the extinction
of every obstacle to the perfect keeping of the Sabbath.—
it has reached the steamboat and the railroard, and siert
but penetrating as the light, carried conviction and reform
inits pathi—Am. paper.

Porrry As rris.—It is sometimes said. that the Romish
Church 1s modified by cirenmstances, and has now a more
tolerant spirit than in former times. But the evidenee of
such change we have never seen. The Archbishop ot
Ireland has la.ely thus expressed his feelings of hatredl
against Protestaniism.. Those feelings were called oug by
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