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believed that to effect this change would be a benefit to 
tha countiy, they should be prepared to come down with 
a proposition to that effect, and if they failed they would, 
of course, vacate their seats or go back to the country.— 
He (Mr. Street) did not think, however, that the Gevern- 
ment would do this, and if they did he did not think they 
would be a Government very long. (“1 don’t know that,” 
from the Hon. Mr. Fisher.) The hon. Excutive member 
did not know that, hut he (Mr. 83.) rather thought they 
would not try the experiment. [Mr. Street was here called 
away to the Supreme Court. 

Mr. End hoped that hon. members would confine them- 
se ves to the paragraph under aiscussion, otherwise he fear- 
ed they might ring changes on the address for ever and 
ever. [et them confine thamselves to No. 5 ; that was the 
only paragraph really before the committee. le would 
s1y, before he sat down, that there was a good deal of truth 
in what had fallen from his Hon. and learned friend from! 
Northumberland (Mr. Street.) The present Government 
was a scientific Government. They worked with tools.— 
[He did not use the word tools as it was sometimes applied, 
nor did he apply it to any party. He meant that they 
worked with regular scientific instruments. The address 
ana answer were skilfully graduated to suit almost any 
taste. It appeared to hin that the Government came cau 
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feeling, instead of leading the way, and the members of 
Government themselves, speak of paving the way for 
measures of a beneficial character, hut he (Mr. R.) thought 
their object was to get the House to pave the way for 
thein, and they seemed inclined not to stir until it was 
done, He was ghd, however, 10 notice one paragraph 
in which the Shedine Railway is favourably noticed in 
the Speech, nid in response, prepared, he presumed, by 
the Government, the same favonrable views are repeated ; 
for the members of the. Government, of whieh the hon. 
and learned member trom York (Mr. Fisher) was one, 
made the House speak of that measure as un © impormsnt 
undertaking,” and promise to give it the “most attentive 
consideration.” He was glad of this, and congratulated 
tne hon. aud learned member on his eliange of opinion 
since last vear, as he (Mr. Fisher) appeared now to 
have found out that it was not such a “ gigantic humbug” 

| after all. 

Hon. Attorney General did not like to reply to an hon. 
member in his absence, (alluding to Mr, Street.) but the 
hon. and lewrned member from Northumberland 

of those who framed the Address in answer te the Speech, 

thumberland (Mr. Street, had spoken of the Government, manner. He thought, however, that Le stringent 
powers. were absolutely neccessary 10 be given to the Au- 
dit Office, &ndl he for one believed that she very conler- 
ring of these powers would do mueh to remove the causes 
of complaint which are so freqiently heard throughout 
the country. He had said this mueh to show hon, mem- 
hers that the Government, a8 a Government, did not 
shrink from any regponsibility wineh could reasonably be 
cast upon them. ‘There were, however, sone measures 
propounded in the speech, as a Gevermment, they wonld 
uot presume to interfese with, For instance, the imtiatidrr 
of Money Grants was the undoubted right of that House. 
Could any hon. member helieve for a moment that any 
Government would come down te that Heusge and suy,. 
“ Here, you have an undoubted right to do so and so, but 
we, the members of the Government, think that we could 
do it better, therefore you met give it up.” No man ii 
his senses would presimme to promulgate sueh a doctrine 
to the representatives of the people of New Brunswick.— 
Ale hoped that in tutwre, when any mensurezwhich it was 
‘within the power of thie Government to{acomplish, came 

hat | down, strongly recommended inthe speechy that it would. 

made remarks which calied for seme notice on the part! be implied that the Government was prepared with « 
measure so recommended. Neither himself vor his col- 

| It bad had been gard, that the Government was not pre- leagues had gny other object in view than toxdo their 
. : Hh ! . F v : ! t At. 1 ; ’ i ’ tiously forward with a political barometer in one hand and | pared to carry gut the views enueinted in the opening | duty to the public faithfully and well. It was only by 
a theremometer in the other. These were the tools he 
meant, and useful tools they were. 

one of the “as to’s” in No, 5. 
tainly a hissing sound in his ears, and the word “ on” wouid 
answer every purpose. With this exception No. 5 was all 
right. 

Mr. Ritchie. The hon member who Lad just sat down, 
gays, it’s all right but he (Mr. Rr.) must tell the hon. mem- 
ber that it was not for him, but {or the House, 10 say what 
ie right and what is wrone, Fie ‘Mu RL) thought it was 
all wrong. "They had bronght to their moti 
protant interest of agriculture inthe paragraph of the 
Speech, to which was underconsideratioh wus an answer, 
The Coal Fields of the country was also alluded to wm the 

portant interests the government should have been p:epar- 
ed with some well digested measures, 
an admirer of Responsible Government, and when he read 
the Speech at the opening of the Session, he had sirono 
hopes'that it was the intention of the present govern: en: 
to act up to'its principles, and take the initiative in {hose 
measures which are neccessary for the development of (he 
resources of the country; but hé must confess hat bh 
warmth of feeling was very much damped indesd, wien 
heard the reply prepounded for their adoption. 
measures to foster agriculture and encourare the Sshories, 
the Government have not intimated that they will j 
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a single measure, ‘with the exception of'the Consolidation | 
of the laws of this Province, and on this. the onlv Govern. 
ment measure which ad yet been avowed, he wold 
this opportunity of saying a few words. Iie held it to be 
very doubtful whether the consolidation of the laws vast 
be abenefit or an injury to the country. Consolidation 
was collecting together all the acts on any particolar sub- 
ject,-and embodying them in one act. 1 this be the Go- 
vernment measure which is propounded, and ne alteration | 
or revision of the law wus intended, he (Mr. & 
that this was a task which any schoo! boy night perform. 
Bat if it was meant to revise and amend the laws. 
h=ld that it ‘was ‘a hazardous undertaking, an 

ve I | Ap 
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t one which 
could rot be accomplished without a vast amoufit of care | 
and thought. Consolidation, in the sense he had first useq 
the term, woulc be simply a convenience 5 the Lawvers, 
while consolidation and revision should be the work of 
commission appo'nted for that purpose. - No ane rion should 
be intrusted with the performance of' a task so delicate. and 
where the slightest mistake might involve conseanenas 
tlisastrous to the country. Ile would ast mention a (bw 
instanees of the effects of consolidation. An hon. moembe: 
of the Gevernment, not a member of that [{ouse. and OIE O10, 4 

too, well qualified tor the tosk, undertook to consolidate 
all the laws relating to the Registry of Deds with 
Province. This Act had; for three successive Sessions. 
heen amended. - T'hree bills'had been required to cot LEI 

Pill 

order, and 'he believed it was vet hardly possible \o Ac(uire 

a correct title under the: present law. Another instinee 
ozeurred last'year: ‘The how. Exrentive member from York 
(Mr, Fisher, introduced a'Bi!l to’ consolidate ul, the laws 
now in force relating to the division of the Previnee into 
Counties, Towns, and Parishes. 
trust alimost, by the Legislature, passed both branches, and 
was supposed to be all right, «until the hon. the Attorney 
(ieneral came'to pass urot it, before advisine [is Excel- 
l2ncy to give histassent thereto, when it was found to con- 
t 0 a defedt, which'would have created confusi m throurd:- 
out the lengthwand breadth of the country. Another case 
had occurred in the criminal code, which was ably coneo- 
lidated and révised by ld hon. friend the Attorney (ene- 
ral, and introduced last yearas a Government measure, — 
In the consolidated criminal Jaw, the crime of cutting Te- 
egraph wires was not iaeludéd among criminal offences, 
and récently a person charged with the offence had been 
lischarged without a trial, solely from 'thissdeféct in the 
consolidated criminal law. If conselidiition and revisi 
15 to be done ‘lie (Mr. Ritohie,) would repeat that it shel 
be done by commission, and even after it has pasd 
the hands of the commisioners’ it should deigam 
seri us and deliberate attention of the Licois 
were instances wherg a special Session of’! 
had been called for the purpose of passing t 
+ lone, afier coming from the hands of the ab 
the state. But to retyrn to the paragraph ‘unde 
ret on, which involved the question of the dissemin 
azricnitura’ knowledg: throuzhout the Province,’ 
was this to be done? Was the Government prepared tb 
bend op all its ederzies, und by the adoption of some ge 
roral and well-devised system of instruétion, carry out the 
suggestions which Professor Johnston has recommended ? 
MH they were go, they should have his heattv and cheerful 
support, The honourable and. learned member (rom Nor- 

1 troduced. 
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He had Tone been 
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That Act was taken upon | 

Bpeech. This was a mistake, "I'he Government was 

say, ovee for all. that although the Governinent had not 
(gone ito any deta of the measures which they would 
submit for the consideration of the House, yet when a 
‘subject was brought forward in the Speech, it might in | 
| future Le taken for gramed, that if it was ene with which 
ithe Executive Government enuld deal, that a measure to 
Cearry ent the views contained in the Speech woukd be in- 

Vith reference to the suljeet under conside- 

| report shall have heen snbinitted, that the Gavernment in- 
| tended te bring forward a plan for carrying out the Pro- | 

Ci tessoirs suggestions, by the establishment of agrienitural 
same paragraph, and he for one thought, that on these im- schools, With regard to Coal Mines, the Government 

| Was prepared to subinit a mensure for the consideration 
| of the Logislatore, having for its object the settiément of 
the long vexed question, whether we really have im this 
Province uw valuable coni bed or not. (hear, hear.) 

| Wiis a 
1] 

question which he war sure every hon. member 
on the flaor of that house would like to see settled. With 

Navigation Laws, the Government wonld 
be prepared to sulnnit the draft of an addressio Her Ma- 
jesty, having for its object, to put the teade between the 

prespect o the 

p : { 1 1 A ’ 1 2 g whole of the North American colonies, on the footing of 
a copsing trade, not {or the purpose of admitting foreign. 
ers to a puritcipaiion in its benefits, but 1 open all the 
ports in the respective Colones to tha vessels belonging 

Lio eae, and jo place then in a poesitien to negociate for 
can extention of our free trade with foreicn States, in re- 

| | the people of this conntry want- 
wo favours give them this and he 

the Attarcey General) had no doubt that the energy of 
New Brunswickers would enable them to compete with 
ie inhabits ‘I'le conralidation 

er subieet to which members of the 
| Government had directed their attention, 
Ling what ha 

: 11 { : Roba F Inge fallen dram some hous members on this snb- 
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eet, be eonld inferin the House thai he bad conselidated, 
(in one Bill) the laws relating to Vow and Parish Officers, 
Land, when that Bill came before the louse, he thought 

they wonld agree with hin that.it was ao scheel-hey’s 
work, He considered that the time had come when a 
consoidat on of th hod becoma typeratively neces- 
sary, A revision of tie laws wus also exceedingly des). 
Pale, Lh LINES (iLL dig he undertaken it was abso- 

<ry to 1d ent what Lhe nw now was and 

collect jor that purpose materials scattered throweh 
the statute book, wisn oa subject whieh demanded 
Lxome atiention., He wonld ask any hon membepdt it wis 
reasonable and proper that the time of the LeGishsire 
shiondd he a upied, satan expense tothe roviuce of 

seventy or eighty pompks a day, in passing acts whieh) 
were intended solely for the benefit of a few private :n- 
dvidoais? He thought they had pursned this system 
que long enongh, and it was thie that ‘the public should 
ve given to understand thut when private individuals ap- 
plied for acts of this descripuon, they should Le ealley 
‘upon to defray at least n 
sueh applications snbjecied the Provinee. J 

part of the cxpa 
Before he lef 

this subject he would briefly aliude to what bad {allen 
fram his hon, and learned fiend from Savw John, (Mr. 
Ritehiie,) with respect 0 the escape of a person accused 
of entttr the Telegraph wires. It would be recollected 
that he (the Adorney General) consolidated the criminal 
|code ast year, At the time this was done there was not 
La smele “Pelegrapli wire mn the Provinee te cut, nor had 
the Legislature passed the Bill which made it a eriminal 
Loffvmee to do so, 

Ckpow that a Ime of Telearaph would be erceted, or that 
the Legishiture would include in an act incorporating 
| private company, a clanse making certain inferences with 
that company a capital offence? He took 110 blame 10 
di | tar the eseape ofthe accused. He omnted 

the consolidated act resealed, atid here- 

Fn which the bon. menher had alldded. Another 
nd it was the last which he =liokld notice at 

twas in Lis epinian] in every way desirable, that 
ers of the Anditor General of the Province should 

FArgéd. “That he should have anthority to examine 
imesses on oith. nnd thoroughly'sitt every account which 

passed througly hig hands. He would not then nllude to 
reports which reached him, in various wavs, of the mal- 
fppropriation of the public money. Such rtnorts should 
never influence the Government or the Licgislatare,. and 
he svonld take that oppartomity of stating that tlle Gu- 
vegniaent should notice no charge ngaiusi a public officer, 
umless such charge was made in writing and presented 
to the hotice of the Government in a regular and prope 

vation, he would then announce that Professor Johnston's | 

This | 

4 

se 10 which | 

Flow was he (the Attorney General) to | 

Wat hold himselt responsible for the imper-! 

B® Wis the imperfect state of the present system of 

pursuing this course that they could hope to) maintain 

A There was, however | prepared with stich measures as far as it fell within the | their pesition, and while they did pursue this course, he 
one alteration he would suggest, and it was to leave out | provineaof any Government, to initiate them. He would | 

I'he repetition had cer- | 

was satisfied that any unintentional oversight, or error 

tives. 
‘The question was then taken ow the fifth puragraph, 

and passed,with the verbal amendment. suggested by Mr. 
Ends : 

On the sixth paragraph being read, 

Mr. Exp rose and saidythat although hefelt himsel{'in- 
'competent to take the lead in discussing. the effect which 
a repeal of the Navigation Laws would have on this coun- 
try, yet he felt also that the paragraph under considera 
tion shonld not pass without discussion. It appeared to 
him that the counsels of the great country to which we 

| belong were Leing guided in a direction which must be 
injurivws to the best interests of the state. That v\ le 
she was lavish of her blood and treasure to accompysh 

| pational purposes of ene kind, she was wasting nati fal 
| strength by neglecting the interests of her artizans. e, 
(Mr, End) for sue, fully participated in the fears ally | »d 
| to hy his Excellency, as to the effect of the recent imip/or- 
| tant change in the Navigation Laws of the Mother Coun- 
ttry, and he was net prepared to say, as one member of 

 thag House, that he bad a single ray of hope that these 
fears would prove groundless. Entertaining these views 
the would reconstruet the sixth paragraph, and avoid any 
| expression whith could, by any possibility, be construed 
| into an approval of what bad been dete, or & hope that 
the nd mission of foreign ships to British registery could 
be anything Lut ruinous-to The ship @'therin this coun- 
try, unless toll and unequivoeal recipresity from [foreign 
stutes could be secured. (The hon, member then moved 
an amendment embodying his views.) ‘They all khew 
that Jobin Bull was a fine old gentleman, but semetimes 
| he carried his gentility too far, usin the cree of the Na- 
| vigation Laws, where he had given away privileges with- 
Lent an egtivalent, and it this suicidal course be persisted 

wn a litte fonger, he feared the old gentleman would soon 
have nothing to give away, and perhaps toe little to keep 
| himself comlertable. Unless the British Government 
should pucceea in inducing the Americans to reciprocate 
with this country,it was folly for them to expect that their 

| worst fears about this muder would not be realized. 
Mr. Wark fully agreed with what had fallen fron the 

Chon. member from Gloucester, (Mi. ond] respecting the 
| enrefol wording of the answer which they should giv to 
this part of His Execllency’s Speech. He thought it the 
"duty of the House, to be extremely’ eautious howe thie) 
uged any words that might imply an approval of the ve- 
| peal of the Navigation Laws, Under the new law Bri- 
(tish vessels must still have three-fourths ef thew ferew 
Leomposed of British subjects, and the law compels Bri- 
Fish ship owners to provide for their erew in a partieular 
way, specifying even the quantity of line juice whichithey 
: shall be allowed in certain cages. Now the foreigner who 

| 

| in Judgement, would: not be attributad to improper mo- 

| 

teeds his erow on stack fish and rosk, and pays thei less 
than one half the wages which British seamen demand, 
Uae the unrestrieted privilege of competing with the Bri- 
tish ship owner, and if this state of things continued, Bri. 
ish wilip owliers must adopt the same COUTrse; or surren- 

(der the carrying trade to ‘foreign’ mations. \Vith such 
opinions he was not prepared to say, as an tember of that 
House, \Wht he had a shadow of a Iepe that their worst 
tears tor the interests of British ship ewners ‘and: British 
1 

ship builders would not be resliaed. and he would not 
consent 10 the use of a single expression which could be 

| construed by the free traders in England inte aa appreval 
of these measures, 
{The Homthe Arrorney GenNpraresaid, there was no- 

(thing like approval intended 10 be conveyed by the para- 

erabh as it'then stood, | ‘T'he alteration oi the Navigation 
| Law was an uct of the hinperind Parliament, and he (the 
| Attorney General) could see no impropriety in the House 
saying that they hoped the consequmives of the measures 
would not be xo disastrous as they Lad at first anticipated. 

) 

Veark) that any such construction could be put upou the 
paragraph ia England, as that hen, member seemed to” 
anticipate, he would certainly cheertully’ go with: the 
amendment.  'T'hey should, however,benr-in mind taat it 

| was inteaded to nddiess Her Majesty on this subjeet, ard: 

Lin that address they conld fully expinin their views, so 
| 

TFngland. 
Mr. Woonpwarp said, that if they. were to go iio the 

If he thought with the hon. member from Kent(Mo. 

that there could be no great fear of the paragraph under: 

consideration being misunderstood, or nisconstrued iw 

| question of the Navigation Laws, .in-all its bearings, the 
debate weuld take a very wide scope. He Had no dputn 
whatever that reciprocity with the United States, us rc- 

spects registry, would be exceedingly desirable as far as 
this country is co: cerned, and that they should do aly 

CAE 

(SL) oat 

possibi 

wind te 
Su iney, 

might’ 
fal a8 

abe ofl 
oy les 

IX n 

whip | 
«hang 

sreat 

aes | 
ploy 

TONS 

tral 
ny 
shou 

of B 

3nd 

TILE 

vou 

gue 

Wf 

the 

the 
= 

ry. 

rie 
hu 

de 

ly 
“1d 

§ 

of 

.,


