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believed that to effect this change would be a benefit to
th2 countiy, fhey should be prepared to come down with
a proposition to that effect, and if they failed they would,
of course, vacate their seats or go back to the country.—
He (Mr. Street) did not think, however, that the Gevern-

ment would do this, and if they did he did not think they
would be a Government very long.
from the Hon. Mr. Fisher.)
did not know that, hut he (Mr. 83.) rather thought they
would not try the experiment. [Mr. Street was here called
away to the Supreme Court.

Mr. End hoped that hon. members would confine them-
se ves to the paragraph under aiscussion, otherwise he fear-
ed they might ring changes on the address for ever and
ever. [.et them confine thamselves to No. 5 ; that was the
only paragraph really before the committee. le would
81y, before he sat down, that there was a good deal of truth

in what had fallen from his Hon. and learned friend from!

Northumrberland (Mr. Street.) The present Government
was a scientific Government. They worked with tools.—
[{e did not use the word tools as it was sometimes applied,
nor did he apply 1t to any party. He meant that they
worled with regular scientific instruments. T'he address
ana answer were skilfully graduated to suit almost any
taste. It appeared to hiin that the Government came cau
tiously forward with a political barometer 1 one hand and
a theremometer in the other. These were the tools he
meant, and useful tools they were. There was, however
one alteration he would guggest, and it was 1o leave out
one of the “as to’s” in No, 3,
tainly a hissing sound in his ears, and the word “ on” wouid
answer every purpose. W ith this exception No. 5 was all
right.

Mr. Ritchie. The hon member who Lad just sat down,
gays, it’s all right but he (Mr. Rr.) must tell the hon. mem-
ber that it was not for him, but {or the House, 1o say what
is right and what is wrone, Fie /Al 1L ;
all wrong. 'They had brounght to their noti

3
protant interest of agricultuie inthe parapraph of the
Speech, to which was underconsideratioh waus an answer,
The Coal Fields of the country was also alluded to m the

portant interests the government should have béen p:epar-
ed with some well digested measures,
an admirer of Responsible Government, and when he read
the Speech at the opening of the Session, he had st
hopes'that 1t was the intention of the present govern: en:

to act up to'its principles, and take the initiative in {hose

meagures which are neccessary for the development of (he

resources of the country; but hé must confess ¢t his!

warmth of feeling was very much damped indesd, wien
heard the reply prepounded for their ndoption.
measures to foster agriculture and encourare the Sshories,
the Government have not.intimated that they will j

3 .
ins‘ead of

Vil mitiate
a2 single measure, -with the'exeeption of'the Consolidation |
of the laws of this Provinee, and on this. the onlv Govern. |

ment measure which ad yet been avowed, he won'd
this opportunity of saying a few words. e held it to be
very doubtful whether the consolidation of the lawe vast
be abenefit or an injury to the country.

» L0

Consolidation

was collecting together all the acts on :-:':‘:\y particelar sub-
ject,-and embodying them in one act. 1 this be the Go-
vernment measure which is propounded, and ne alteration |

or revision of the law wus intended, he (Mr. &
that this was a task  which any schoo! boy inieht perform.
Bat if it ' was meant to revise and amend the laws.

h=ld that it 'was ‘a hdzardous undertaking, an

Iy |
Ws, then n

—

t one which

could rot be accomplished without a vast amoufit of care |

and thought.- Consolidation, in the sense he had first useq

the term, woulc be simply a convenieinee 5 the Lawvers,
while ‘consolidation and revision should be the wark of

commission appo'nted for that purpose. - No ane nion shonld
be intrusted with the performance of'a task =0 delicate. and
where the slightest mistake might involve conseanenas
tlisastrous to the country. Ile would iast mention a fbw
instanees of the eflects of consolidation.  An hon. mombe:

of the Gevernment, not a member of that [{ouse. and

O O410, 4

too, well qualified tor the tosl, undertook to consalidata
all the'laws relating to the Registry' of D2eds within

Province. This Act had; for three successive Sessions.
heen amended. - T'hree bills'had bedn reqnired to oot

LI

n:‘der, and 'he believed it was vet h:\rd}:\' I;l»<}:i'()](} \(:' ‘,;(‘(;r;;r._. !

a correct'title under the:preseint law.  Another instinee
ozeurred last'year: 'The how. Exrentive miember from York
(Mr, Fisher,) introduced a'Bi!l to'consolidate ul, the laws
now in force relating to the division of the Previnee into
Counties, Towns, and Parishes.
trust alimost, by the Legislhature, passed both branches, and
was supposcd to be all right, «until the hon. the Attorney
(ieneral came'to pass urotit, before advisine Iis Excel-
l2ncy to give histassent thereto, wlen it was foind to con-
t .0 a defedt, which'would have created confusi m throurd: -
out the lengthwand breadth of the country. Another case
had occurred in the criminal code, which was ably coneo-
lidated and révised by ld hon. friend the Attorney (ene-
ral, and introdaced last yearas a Government measure,—
In the consolidated criminal Jaw, the erime of cutting Te-
egraph wires was not iaeludéd among ctiminal offences,
and récently a person charged with the offence had been
lischarged without a trial, solély from 'thissdeféct in the
consolidated eriminal law.. If conselidiition and revisi
15 to be done ‘lie (Mr. Ritohie,) would repeat that it shel
be done by commission, and even afler it has pasd
the hands of the commisioners’ it should deigam
seri us and deliberate attemion of the Licois
were instances wherg o special Session of'!
had been called for the purpose of passing t
t lone, afier coming from the hands of the ab
the state. But to retyrn 10 the paragraph ‘unge
et on, which involved the question of the dissemin
azricnitura’ knowledg: throuzhout the Provinee, '
was this to be done 7 Was the Government prepared 1o
Fend op all its ederzies, und by the -adoption of some ge=
roral and well-devised system of instruétion, earry out the
suggestions which Professor Johnston has recommended ?
M they were g0, they should have his heattv and cheerful
support, The honourable and. learned member (rom Nor-

(“ I den’t know that,”
The hon. Excutive member

'I'he repetition had cer- |

tiought it avasl troduced,
> the all9'm- |

He hadYone been |

ong |

1 take

‘\ 1:’1("!!(‘-_‘!;1‘:

a

That Act was taken upon |
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thumberland (Mr, Street,) had spoken of the Government,
feeling, instead of leading the way, and the members of
Government themselves, speak of paving the way for
measures of a benefieial character, hut he (Mr. R.) thonght
their object was to get the House to pave the way for
thein, and they seemed inclined not to stir until it was
done, He was glwl, however, 10 notiee one paragraph
in which the Shedine Railway is fuvourably notieced in
the Speech, ntd in response, prepared, he presummed, by
the Gevernment, the same favonrable views are repeated ;
for the members of the. Government, of whieh the houn.
and learned member trom York (Mr. Fisher) was one,
made the House speik-of that measure a8 un © impormsnt
undestaking,” and promise to give it the *“most attentive
” He was glad of thix, and congratnlated

L consideration,’ :
tne hon, aud learnhed rember on his ehiange of opinion

gince last vear, as he (Mr. Fisher,) appeared now to
have found out that it was not such a * gigantic humbug”

| after all.

Hon. Attorniey General did not like to reply to an hon.

manner.  He thought, however, that @ stringent
powers. were abrolutely neceessary 1o be givento the Au-
dit Office, &ndl he for one helieved that she very conler-
ring of these powers would do mueh to reimoye the causes
of comnplaint which are so freqiently heard throughout
the country. He had said this mueh to show hon, mem-
hers that the Government, a8 a Government, did not
ghrink from any regponsibility wineh could reasonably be
cast upon them. 'Tlhere were, however, sonie menstres
propounded in the speech, as a Gevermment, they wonld
uot prestme to interfese with,  For instance, the imtiatidrr
of Money Grants was the undoubted right of that House.
Could any hon. member helieve for a1 moment that any
Government wonld ceme down te that Heusge and suy,.
“ Here, you have an undoulred right to do so and so, but
we, the members of the Government, think that we could
do it better, therefore you mnet give it up.” No man i
his senses would presmme to promigate sueh a doctring
to the representatives of the people ol New Brunswick.—

&He hoped that in tutwre, when any mensarezwhich it was

member in his absence, (alluding to Mr, Street,) but the
hon. and lewrned member from Northumberland

L of those who framed the Address in answer to the Speech,

‘within the power of thie Government to{acomplish, came

hat | down, strongly recommended inthe speechy that it would.,

made remarks which calied for seme notice on the part!

be implied that the Government was prepared with «
imeasure so recommnended.  Neither himselt nor his col-

(1t bind had been gaid, that the Governient was not pre- | [engues nad any other objeat in view than toulo - their

! : . v A ! t e 1 ’ ’ ) ’
|pared 10 carry out the views enueinted in the npemng"l"‘y to the public faithfully and well. It was only by

Bpeech. This was a mistake, ''he Government was
Pprepered with steh measures a8 far as it fell within the
provineeof any Government, to inttiate them. He would
say, ovee for all. that although the Governinent had not
rgone 1nto any detad of the measures which they would

tsubmit for the consideration of the Howse, yet when o
'subject was brought forward in the Speech, 1t might in |

CEnds

ifutnroj‘. Le taken for gramed, that it it waus ene with which
jthe Lxecutive Government enuld deal, that a measnre to
Cearry et the views contained in the Speech woukd be in-
Vith reference to the suljeet under conside-
rationy he would then announce that Professor Johnston’s
| report shall have heen snbinitted, that the Gavernment in-

| tended te bring forward a plan for carrying out the Pro- |
i lessqir's suggestions, by the establishment of agrienltural
same paragraph, and he for one thought, that on these im-

schools,  With regard to Coal Mines, the Goavernment
P was preparved to subimit a mensure for the consideration
| of the Logislatore, having for its object the settiément of
the long vexed guestinn, whether we replly have im 1his
Proviuce u valuable coni bed or not. (hear, hear.)

} Wiis a
3

question which he war sure every hon. inember
on the flaor of that houze would like to see settled,  With
seavigation Laws, the Government wonld
be prepared 1o sutnnit the draft of an addressio Her Ma-
jesty, having for its object, to put the teade between the

Ll g
} 1 .“i‘i Gi WD) '\lu‘.

4_ | { ) 1 2 . ) . :
whaole of the North Ameriean colenes, on the footing of

can extonuon of our free trade with foreicn States, in re-
| | the people of this conntry want-
wo favosr s give them this and he
the Attarcey General) had no donbi that the energy of
New Brunswickers would enable thiem 1o eompete with
(e inhabitauts of any other country.  'T'Le consalidation
er subieet to which members of the
| Government had direcied their attention,

"4 w bae W 1 { 4 . .5
LINg waatl nad fallensdran sompe hou. membors on this snb-
o
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eet, e eould injerin the House that he bad conselidated,
(i one Bill) the laws relating to Vowwp and Parigh Ofiicers,
Land, when that Bill eame bLefore the Pouse, he thougln
they wonld sgree with Linn that it was o scheel-hey’s

! » . » 2 1 » . .
WOore, }u‘ colsiierea thet the tie had come when a

6! [hi o becoing iperatively Neces-
sary, A revision of the jaws
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the statute b ks,

L s0ne atiention. e

reasonable and  proper that the time of €

,-!.n::id he o4 '.I;)';;"‘!r ek an (',\:")(’t'.,-(' 1) ?'.H"‘ 1‘:‘4-\/}(\3-“ ”l'
seventy or epzhty pomisks 2 day, iy passing acts whweh

were intended golely for the benelit of a few private :n-
dvidoais?  He thought they had pursned this system
quve long enongh, and 1t was 1hie that ‘the public showld
ve iven to understand thut when private individuals ap-
plied for acts of this descripuon, they should Le ealley
‘upon to defray at least n
shel np;;!ic;;i:m.& !‘H!ii‘t‘{'i(‘té he

PR
;‘('\l L

of the cxpa
Provinee.,
fram his hon, and learned fiiend from Savw Johin, (Mr.
Rutehie,) with réspect o the eseape of a person accused
of entttne the Telegraph wires. It would be recoliected
that he (the Adorney General) censolidated the eriminal
| code ast year, At the time this was done there was not
a smgle Pelegraph wire v the Provinee te eut, nor had
| the Legislature passed the Bill which made it o eriminal
Loffemee to do so,

Ckpow that a lme of Telearaph would be erceted, or that
the Legishiture would include in an act ineorporating o
| private compuny, a clanse making certain inferences
tthat company a capital offénee ?
D | tar the exeape of.the accused. e omited
the consolidated aect renenled, and there-

P v liich the bon. menther had alladed.

FArgéd.  “T'hat he should have anthority to examine
imesses on oith.nnd thoroughly'sitt every account which
passed througly hig hands.  He would not then nllude to
reports which reached him, in various wivs, of the mal-
fppropriation of the public money.
never influence the Gavernment or the Licgislatare,. and
Tie svonld take that eppertmity’ of stating that tlie Gu-
vepnmaent should notice no charge ngaiusi a public officer,

umess such charge was made in writing ana presented
to the hotice of the Govertmient in a regulur and propw

|
i tives.

Thas |

this sulject Lie would iriefly alinde to what bhad fallen |

Fiow was he (the Attorney General) to |
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pursuing this ceurse that they could hope o) maintain

' their pasition, and while they did pursue this course, he

was satisfied that any unintentional oversight, or error

in Judgement, would: not be attributad 1o improper mo-

‘The question was then taken o the fifth puragraph,
and passed,with the verbal amendinent. suggested by Mr.

-

On the sixth paragraph being read,

Mr. Exp rose and saidythat althonghy hefeit himsel{'in-
'competent to take the lead in discussing.the effect which

(a repealof the Navigation Laws would have on this coun-

Ltry, yet he felt also that the paragraph under considera
tion shonld not pass without discussion. [t appeared 1o
him that the counsels of the great country to which we

helong were Lieing gunided in a atrectico which must be
| belong 58

injurivws to the best interests of the state. That v\ e
shie was lavish of her blood and treasure to accompysh
| pational purposes of ene kinid, she was wasting natic fial
| strength by neglecting the interestsa of her artizans. e,
{(Mr, End) for eue, fully participated in the fears allv | »d
‘ (o by his Excellency, as to the effect of the recent imip/or-
| tunt change in the Navigation Laws ot the Mother Coun-
ttry, and he was net prepared to say, as one member of
 thag House, that he bad a single ray of hope that these
fears would prove groundless.  Entertaining these views

A COASUNT Traae, nnt for the purpose of ;uimmingj fm‘('i;:u—- ; he \'./'ohld reconstrue’ the sixth pm‘ﬂgl’ﬂ.p.h, a}xd. avoid w0y
ers {0 a purticipaiion in its benefits, but t epen all the | expression whith could, by any possibjlity, be eonstrued
poris in the respeciive Colonies to tha vessela helonging | mto an approval of what bad been detwe, or & hope ihat
Lio eacl, and 1@ place tham in a pesitien to negociate for{the ndmission of foreign ships to British registery could

be anvthing Lut ruinous-to the ship g@v¥nerin this coun-
try, unless tull and unequivoeal recipresity from [oreign
stutes could be secured. (The hon, member then.moved
an amendment eimbodying his views.) ‘They all khew
that Jotin Bull was a fine old gentleman, but semetimes
he carried his gentility toe far, we'in the ¢rse of the Na-

| vigation Laws, where he had given away privileges with-

eut an eqivalent, and it this suicidal course be persisted
o litde fonger, he leared the old gentleman woukd soon
have nothing to give away, and perhaps toe little to keep
himself comlertable. Unless the British Government

should pucceea in inducing the Amerieans to 1éciprocate

with this country,it was folly for them to expect that their
worst fears about this mader wouid not be realized.
M. Wasg fully agreed with what had fallen fron the

was also execedingly desi- | hon. member from Gloucester, (M. Tond] ‘respecting the
nndertaken it was nhso- [eoreful wording of the answer which they shotld give 1o
ay (o thd ent whnt the lnw now was, and [ this part of His Execllency’s Speech. He thought. it the

he muterials scattered throwgh [ duty of the House, to be extremely’ eautious howe tliey
Cwlso o subject which demmuted | veed any words that might imply an approval of the ve-
dukd ask aiy bon member it it wae | peal of the Navigation Laws,  Under the new law Bri-
. he Lestslotire | tish vessels must still have three-fourths ef thewr ferew

compo=ed of British subjects, and the law eompels Bri-
tish shiip owners to provide for their erew in a partieular
way, #pecifving even the quantity of linie juice whichithey
shall be allovwed in certain cages. Now the foreigner who
teeds his erow on stack fish and rosk, and pavs theini less
than one half the wages which British seamen demand,

has the unrestrieted privilege of competing with the Bri-
s 10 whicn |
Before he lefl |

tish ship owner, and if this state of rhiings coutinued, Bri-
tsh #dip owners must adopt the same course; or surren-
der the earrying trade to ‘foreign’. mations.. With such
opinions he was not prepared to say, as n member of that
House, \Wht he had a shadow of a Iepe that their worst

fvars tor the interests of British-ship ewners -und British -

ship builders weuld not be resliaed. and he would not
consent 10 the use of a singlé expression which could be
construed by the free traders i Englandinto aa approval
of these measures,

The Homthe Arrorney Generaresaid, there was no-

thing like approval intended 10 he conveyed by the para-

graph as it'then stood, . ‘I'le alteratien of the Navigation

with | Law was an sct of the linperind Parliment, and he (the
He o0k 10 blame 1o | Attorney General) could see no impropriety in the louse

saying that they hoped the consequmives of the measurs
would not be so disastrous as they Lind at first anticipated.

WMt Lold himselt responsible for the imper- ! Ihe thonght with the hon. member from Kenty (M. .
Another | Veark) that any such construction could be put upou the
nd it was the last which he shiolild notice ut | paragraph ia Englaud, as that Len, member seemed 10
& Wis the imperfect &taté of the present system of | nnticipate, he would ' certainly cheertully: go with the
twassin his epinian, inevery way desicable, that | amendment.  ‘T'hey should, bowever,benr-in mind taat it
ers of the Anditor General ot the Province should | was inteaded to addiess Her Majesty on this subjeet, and:

in that address they could fully expiain their views, so

that there could be no great fear of the paragraph nnder:

consideration being misunderstood, . or nisconstrued iw
Tngland. .

Mr. Woobwarp said, that if they, were 1o go o the
question of the Navigation Laws,inallits beariugs,  the
debate weuld take a very wide scepe.. He Had no dputn
whatever that reciptocity with the United States, as rc-
spects registry, would be exceedingly desirable as far as
this country is co: cerned, and that they should do aly
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