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sell ; and forget, tos, the conrtesy of a gentleman.”

“ When 1 need your eounsel, sir,” returned the other,
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The thought has eften struck me, when oceasion lmsl
led me through Paternoster Row, that mauy a one would |
deem trouble and fatigue of hittle snoment, could he but!
stand for an hour an. that seemingly dull’ and nurrow |
thoroughfare, and look with his own eyes upon the houses
from whose door have gone forth pages that have siartled
the world, and upon whose shelves have accumulated
produecis of more than a thousand brains have stamped
the loeulity us the head quarters of English literature,— |
But few among the hundreds who there daily pass and |
repass probably give a thought to what the loealito night
once have been, before the wand of Connmerce ebhangad
it to sn ensporinm for books, and the eternal gound of bu-
siness — business—business—gave to 1t a character of its |
awn,  Yet in the immediate vicinity are there still soli-
tary mdications of a ruder age—scattered vestages of an-

| Hig imaginative tendency became quickness of appretien- |
ssion ; his volatile love of adventure developed into com- |

mercial enterprise ; and the obstinacy that had been pre- |
dicted as his ruin, proved to be firmuess in design, ani |
untiring perseverance in execution.

Two years elapsed; and circumstances  brought our
young merchant into contact with one of the great jewel-
ers of Paris, with whom he had several transactions, and
whose representations induced  Richard to embark in a
speculation of yreat magoitude,and of consequent danger.
Atter. tnonths of anxiety and fatigue, the upshot was de-
clared, and declared & vietory,—the enterprise was emi-
nently suceessful ;3 and Sir William Bridgnorth,in the ful-
ness of exultation, wvited all his .commereial friends 10

haughtily, ¢ I will ask it.”

He sull held the hand of Marie, whose heurt was palpi-
tating wildly,

« Whilgt here, sir,” exclaimed Richard, *that lady is
under my protection; nor, inmy presence,shall any dare
to offer her an insull”

« Away !” eried the courtier; for, although the pvince
had left the room, he presumed upon his presence in the
house, but he had overshot the mark. The word was
scarcely utiered, when Richard grasped the Spaniard by
the throat, and with one powerful effort he was huried 10
to the distance of several yards, and went reeling to the
floer.  Livid with rage, he sprang tu his feet, and his na-

an unpiecedented dinnerat whieh he informed theni, with
all due ceremouny and imporiance,that his son Richard bad
kept his promise to the letter, and bad * carved oug for
himself a {orinne and a pame in France.”

Seven yesrs aiter Richard’s gettlement in Paria saw

tiquity, whose origin is forever hidden in obseurity, but

hiche the hatid 'of tima’] oot bt ool | his talents universally respected, and his society conrted.
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wver whiciy the hati of iime a8 pussed, b gt 48 1) He had-(reed:himselt of theincumbrance of his father’s
at once to invite and to mock the Jabouyg of the curious ;

antiquary.

Those wlio are acquainted with the spot will immedi-
ately call to mind the cluster of houses situated hetween
fvy Lane and Payner Alley, on the north side,of * The
Row” Imbedded in the center of this group, and attain-

ed by n paved way, known ns Lovel’s Court, is a building |

which, with the outward semblance of modern architec-
ture, is yet possessed of chambers, in which generations
have lived, and doulitless died, and whose wallsmay have
witnesserd all the varying passionsathat can influence the
human heart of the tenderest emotions and of the darkest
teelings—of love aud hatred, pity and vengeanece—-of
health and sickuess—of life and death—of trivtnph and
despair. ARER LR UL
Had 1 not inyself examined this curions building, ami
traced the varied windings, the:muliiplicity .of{doots and
the singular facilities for coneenlment ‘or eseape, 'which
the changes of many years have still leftvisible, ¥ in¥ght
be inclined to think that the legends extant régarding it
had too much the air of Romance to be relied on ¢ never-

business, and had trausferred it 10 other hande, whilst he
devoted himselt entirely to the more lucrative and less
labarious eccupation of a jeweller.  His accomplishments
together with his riches, gained him admission into the
first society, and the eourtery and manliness of his beha.
tviour made him every where'a favourite.

But a cloud. was. gathering whose shadow he could not
see ; and a storm apose which made hima ecriminal in
the land of his adoption, and a fugitive from France.

Marie Delvise was the daughter of the wealthy ¥rench
jeweller whose counsel and assistance had been instru-
menta: in the establishment of Richard’s fortune ; and
Marie was pogsessed of no ordinary powers of mind.—
‘I'he fvivolities of many of her sex and age she despired.
| Her conversation was marked by a clearness and refines
mett. n delicacy and precision, which made her at once
an object of attraction, whilst the well-formed figure, the
|expressive feutures, the thoughtful look, the calm, pure,

expanded brow, spoke eloguently of the soul within, aud
drew steund her a host of admires, But amongst thein

ked sword glistened in the light. But, with a cry of hor-
ror, the guesis interposed.

“} demand satisfaction!” shrieked the Spaniard:
“ Stand back! Blood for the insult!”

“ How now, Malperiz?” demanded the prince, whe,
attracted by the noise, at that moment re-entered the
room. “ What meane this disturbauce ? A drawn sword
in the presence of ladies #” and then gharply added, “ tuke
you this for a camp, sir ? Restore your blade tots scab-
bard—instantly,

Alessandro bowed to the presence of royulty,and ehey«
ed. T'he cireumstances were then explained to the prinee,
and Malperiz was violent in his demand for inmediate
satisfaction,

% 'T'his is no place nor time for hrawls,” said the Dau-
phin; “1 must adjust this quarrel myself. Monsiour
Bridgnorth, and you, Signor Malpertz, will follow me.”
And, accompanied by the count, in whose mznsion the
outrage had been committed, and u crowd of gentiemen,
the prinee and the disputants retired 10 a distant room.
Arbitration, Liowever, was of no avail—the Spaniard
would hear of no postponement ; and, emboldened rath-
er than abashed by the presence of his master, claimed
immediate decision, 1t was an age of few words and
sudden deeds; and, in the presence of the company, and
by the sanction of the prince as at a tournament in yet
earlier times, the combatauts were pow arrayed, sword
ip hand,  The ladies, and those who remained in the
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o ! . ‘ all was obe, Alexandro Malpertz, n Spamsh adventurer,
;h:l?‘mf; ;:"::‘ ::fer:,;lchoe :0 tl':.'3‘:&“;3?8“"31ag":i";‘:z‘g:na} whe had gamed the ennfidence of thepa‘_uphin of_ Francg,
theaci:cuc? mxg:n. and ﬁiom 1 have besn v:zws:émeiw A v sy g pontoaiy ng g Bl f VAL
the. e ‘;2’ n'pot'cm - or mhyenl Alehsiaoa e pleasucas, whose eye she could not' meet. In the gayest
inﬁ?catiodi ol antiquity and wealthi whick {e shouse -yet | T DeP S the mingled ferocity and cunning in the glance
MTAAARL o5& Aiberiitits ;s qubitiudod Land, VRSP of that man had a power to chill her very heart. His at- ‘ .

L"t phes hih;lninhthl N m“,""l‘w ”‘5 - ,tz;}}w}}!uwﬁm, dredded, avd she shuddered ifhe even| But the battle wasdecided. Inan u.nftpard-d moment
i g bt : y be. touched her hand. < e il e 1934 " Yihe sword of M‘“Pﬁ{ﬁ."" struck from his hand, and he |

iy . Richard Bridgnorth hnd conceived for this Jady a pure | was at the.me‘;c of Richard. The guests entered the

o L nd ladtang ittaclithent, and his leisure hours were inva- room us Richard took possession of the fallen wenpon

drawingroom, listened eagerly for the issue of the consul-
tation ; when suddenly the alarming sounds of clash-
ing eteel struck upen their ears. Marie uitered a famt
gcream, and rushed irom the room ; and, ere a moment
had elapsed, guided by the sound, the entire ussemnbly
broke into the chamber,
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