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ROOP NOT UPON YOUR WAY. 
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EY JOAN BARNES, 

J10! ve who start a noble scheme, 

Fr general good designed ; 

Ye workers in a canse that tends 

'I'o henelit your Kind! 
Mark out the path you fain would tread, 

The gameye mean to play ; 

And if it. he an haonegt one, 

Keen steadfast on your way. 

Altho’ ye, may not gain at once, 

‘I'he Points ve mos desire ; 
v » 
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Ee patient—time can wonders work— 

Plod en, and do not tire; 
$/ 

Obstructions, tco, may crowd vour path, 

In threatening, stern array, 

Yet flinch not, fear not, they may prove 

Mere shadows an your way, 

"Phan, while there's'work {or you to do, 

Stand not despabring by, 

[et “forward’ be the move you make, 

Let onward’ beyour éry ; 

And when success has crowned your plans, 

"I'will all your pains repay, 

I'o sce the good your Jabor's done— 

Then droop not on vour way ! 

EHR SCALP-HUNTER. 
A SEMI-HISTORICAL SKETCIL. 
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Far be it {from me to detract from the fair fame of our 

ancestors. Least ofall; would 1 east any reflection on 
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those tromiten lieroes, the memory of whose exploits lives | wlided lazily, hard by, half did by fallen trees, cecnying 
in the homedy chronicles of Drake, or in the ¢ collections’ | 

of sore Historical Society ; or faintly sucvives in the 
imouldering pages ofisome obscure ma. Yet, of truth be 
told, their valiant deeds were not always achieved under 
vhe ingpitation of pure natriotism, The backwoodsmen 
of a century since sotetiunes hunted Indians fram the 
tame motive that urges those of cur time to hunt wolves ; 
viz, the bounty on scalps, In the year of ‘which 1 pro 
pose to treaty 1724, the bounty in New Hampshire was, 
it iy recollections do vot fail me, ten pounds 
eighth part of the stim which peaceful and serupulous 
Pennsylvania long afterward offered in the day of her 
distress, when the sevaces of the West broke in upon her 
frontier, How fur such measores are consonent with 
religion and morality, is a question which | gladly leave 
to pious philanthropis; who can form no conception of the 
circumstances that made them necessary; for 1 propose | 
merely to relate plain facts, and leave refleetions and | 
tulerences to my betters, Should be ex'led upon to 
produce authority for what | say, I am permitted 10 refer 
to an ancient manuseript divey, kept by the Rev. Phineas 
AW. Stone, of Portsmioutk, "This, however, relates merely 
to the earlier part of my narrative. The remainder must 
be regarded as of a character somewhat less authentic, as 
it rests solely on the authority of a tradition preserved by 
a tew old squaws of the St. Fraveis tribe; one ot whom, 
rendered good-liumoured and loquacious by the benign 
influences of a bottle of ram, told the story at a hunting 
camp near Lake Megantie, . 
A party of the tribe just mentioned came, in Joly, 1724, 

Ao work their usual butcher ies upon the back settlers 
New-Hampshire, Bight white men undertook to chas- 
tse them, and secure the honnty, ‘Fhe savages were 
now retiveing, whieh they did with remarkable celerity, 
and in an unusuul direction. I'he whites plunged into 
the forests after them. For nearly a fortnight they hung 
on their rear, unable to find a goad opportunity to atinek. 
They traced them past Luke Winnipisiogee ; und trom 
the top of Red Mouvtain saw them cross the beautiful 
lake beyond, in two canoes, made linstly of bark for the 
purpose. Again striking their trail, they followed it some 
twenty miles farther, into the recesses of those wild 
mountains that stretch from ‘the present town of Conway 
toward the great father of New Englanil hills,  Mean- 
while the savages Jost ull sospicien of pursnit, as was 
evident from. their careless manner of encamping, and the 
great profusion of same which the frontiers<men found 
around theirsmouldering fires, 
One hot afternoon, the party came ta the brow of a 

precipitous hilly looking northward, which commanded a 
wide prospeet of forests and Tonely momitaing, In all 
probability there wus mo human being within the range 
of a dozen leagues save themselves and their destined 
prey. In ite ierrible solitude it was a scene ‘of more 
than Jlpme sublimity ; but’ what ehiefly interested the 
hunters was a smoke that rose most dense and” dis- 
tinct through the thick carpet of boughs at the lot- 
tom of » deep valley just below them. ‘The afternoon 
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suti beat powerfully on the cliff where they sat, and fill: 
ing the sultry air with the resinous odors: of the spric 
and ‘pine that grew areuad. They watchad till it ha 
sunk behind the bristling firs on the ridge of the western | 
mountain ; and then, as the wsoal crimson hue of an 
Anmeriean sunset,which had suftused the whole landscape, 
turned to a gray obscurity, and ‘the half starved wolves 
began to eall and reply trom opposite lulls; they deseend-. 
ed and groped their way towards their vicnms, With 
great difficulty and danger they nnnaged to surround the 
fires of the savages. Their motives were 1none ot the 
MOS Magnaniinos, itis true 5 but ene cannot help ad-, 
miring the hardihood of thas assailing a very superior 
force mm a wilderness whose savage features were them- 
seives sufficient to fill with awe and terror any bug the 
muanliest heart. 

It 1s useless to dwell on the incidents of the “ignoble 
and desperate conflict that followed.” The white ‘hen 
had to hie flat onthe ground for Bours, leforéthe das 
savage had wrapped himself 1h Lis blanket, and lain dawn, 
They counted eleven indians around the two fires, “ It 
was'now near midnight the, damp air of the forest was 
vecy Chilly and the fires hal sunk to glowmg piles of coals 
thutshed a dim ruddy dight on the sleepers, the 1ossy 
trunks of the trees, nud he thick undergrowth around the 
spot. The leader ofthe whites was abeut to give the, 
srraaly when an dadian warned ‘in his place, murnred, 
and finally arose yawnkened appavently by the colds -+ 
Dropping his blanket, he approached the fire, and stivred 
the embers with a stick 3 whena stream of crackling, 
sparks flew upwind, dluoninating for a; mement the dis 
tortadrhonghs wiid shadowy leaves. This suddes, light 
was tanswercd by al‘seream so piercing and unearthly, 
that the ferocious frontiers anen sturiedut their posts; and, 
with a loud flapping of wings in thd branches, oveshead, 
a huge dark bird sailed:off into the depths wf the forest. 
The Indian immediately took a handin] of tobacco {rd 
a pouch by his side; and scattered ition dhe canls, as bn 
offering to tiie Great Homed Owl; whose supposed won, 
nexion with the divinities of his national snyihology, pro, 
coredoit this remarkable. honoun “F'his was the. poor 
ellow’s dast act of pigty. At that insiany, thelwhite mien, 
poured upon the sleeper’s a deandy firey, and bursivg in 
with a fierce shout, beat down those who rose with axes 
and rifle-buits, Of theeleven, all but iwo were killed at 
the enmmp, or at a short «distnaee from it. One of thesg 
two bounded intoahe davk woods and cseaped; the other 
was soon tracetl tora neighbouring “ windiall,” where no 
man could follow himgamong the decsyed trunks and 
roots and tangled branches. Ibe dogs of the white men, 
however, soon penewated into ats alepibs, kilied the 
wonnded wicteh, und drew him ont. 
Thas was a deed achieved, af which the reverend gen- 

tleman beiore mentioned speakssin big: dairy with high 
praise, as un act of eminent service to God and man, — | 
‘The actors themselves felt well satisfied; Having peeled 
the trophy trom each head, they tossed the carcasses into 
the bed of a cold and sluggish vivalety that, flowing from 
the elear springs in the heart of sbine granite moumain, 
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logs and mosses, andthe abundant vegetation that sprang 
from the rich forest soil. There they lett them to he 
nibbled by the minate tfout that ‘darted “in the pure icy 

| waters ; while seated nfound the re-Kindled fires, they 
Late the moose meat which the Indians had left, and 
refreshed themselves with drafts from their rum ¢anteeis. 
| Tliey ute and drank with the spirits ora party of suecess- 
ful wolt-hunters 5 and ‘when they laid dows, they slept 
the sound sleep of health and toil. 
| Bit the morning brovght reflection and regrets.’ "T'liey 
grumbled over their bad luck. One savage had escaped. 
| ld 
| man, whe sat on a log, leaning lazily forward, with his 
elbows on his knees, while ke extracted*the rch narrow 
| from a thigh-bone of moose with hae jack-knife. "A Jule 
(torn straw hat was stick juuntily on'one side of His gray 

The most prominent figure in their groip wus an ol 

| bristly head, his leathery conmenandée expressed a kind 
of reckless good-hummour, whieh his present digeontent did 

| not wholly banish ; though you might see that his feathres 
| could readily asstine the expfession of unger and even 
ferocity, He was venting his  wrgth ‘and unensiness 
| through his toothless jaws, tn a whoBslon of oaths and 
[injurious expressions, ntiered Ly to means iin a sucly 
manner, but in a reckless, boastful spirit, that had survived 
Ls youth, This old reprobate was eager for gain; hud 
1a keen relish tox the chase § and was desirous, moreover, 
| to exhiibic his superiority to his fellow-sportsmen. bese 
Lmonves combined to produce the resolution he presently 
expressed, to set out alone, and not rest till be had wwken 
[the scalp from the head of the remaining Indian, So, 
| calling his dogs and shouldering his gua, he calinly marches 
ed away, without a word of leave-tuking on euher side : 
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after that cold manner which his countryauen seen to 
| have caught trom their exiirpmed eneniiws, the aborigines, 
Land which ofien hides as wana heart as ever beat in | 
the breast of man. His companions returned with great 
tulory te the setilementsywhither we ill Hot follow : but 
turn to pursue the old man on his adventurous quest, 

For fone days the stwinch huvtsman tracked his game 
northward, through forests nnd over mountains.  \What- 
ever were his faule, fear was not one of them. Neither 
the howlings of beasts, nor the deep solitude of his situad 
tion, nor any sense of his ferocious purpose; ever disturbed 
Lis rest. With his dogs tor sentinels, he slept us quietly 
on a bed of spruce boughs, to the music ‘of some snvace 
stream, as on the straw of his own frontier cabm. us 
hardened muscles were never fatigued tliough he strug- 
gled from sunrise to sunset throngh tangled brushwood. 
and obscure ravines 3 over decaying logs; and the thou- 
sand pit-falls andl impediments that alinoy the forest trit- 
veller. dis eonrse lay alwavs through the obseurity and 
dampness of the den<euvoodl ;“except at times, when he 
would hear thie noise %" stream below him, ayd emerge 

¢ from thie forest darkness mid i wl sup-It vista of 
eh trees aud glaneilig waters, At soeh fines, hy could see 

thar, ns’ he proceeded,“ the motinfaihs ore wilder and 
higher, und closed gradually around hin, “*%%3 

Late one afierncon, when he bad all day toiled stub. 
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bornly.on in twilight, ard was looking vpward 10. gaigh 
glimpses of the bright sky threugh 1he leaves, he heard 
again the sound of water, and by the transparency in the 
screen of inaple saplings ‘before him, Lhe knew, they open- 
ing was near at hand. Ina mement he put aside the 
slender boughs, and stepped out in: the broad stony. hed 
of the Saco, just where it einerges fiom the Noieh of the 
White Mountains. Jt was a wild and beatiful scene. — 
“The tombling waters, the long lines.of birch 1+ eqs, maples 
and beeches that reached their branches over it 3 the stiff 
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| pines that shot up ote the air shove them ythe gresi pile 
tot gente ‘crags that rose from the woods, lwistling vith 

firs, tlwee thousand feet sheet npwandy nll, were tigged 
with the-erimson of approaching evening;.all lay in the 
quiet of the wilderness, which the ripe aod murmur, of 
the stream only made nose pressive, 
“Fhewld man did wat trouble himself withithe, scenery. 
His teelings were tilose of bitter, vexation ; for he kwew 
himself close upon his. game, and here tig savn g@ali | 
dalndo phe water,and thrown his dogs off We. seen 
tle dashed into the wide and shallow stream, and 4 
up the middle, sent a dog on each bank to search for the 
losvtdacks, ‘Fhe very first angie ‘be tupned. showeds inn 
bis preys wading vaked and unarmed, for Lie Jigd fled 
from the.massacre awvithout his, gun... The old hunter dict 
not repress.a cry of fiereaexulation, which the sleguiy 
snountaing prolonged : then, as ihe unhappy gavage, leg) - 
ed splashing to the bank, be followed close, nil, set dis 
doggagainon the wack. They wade the woods resi 
with heir fearing having i the vold,, way held lus, gun 
poisdd dora shot; and the wio, dashed opgat, i pace: at 
which thay tanglod wood was never, Unyessed belogg, or 
since. He often nipped and fell; the thosns and brane! - 

pes Lolguaay. {ra ginents. ab.bis clothing, and. bakeds | is 
gray head. Ewilight sown game gu. Ihe old Tiitnan 
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bloodhound cared for nohd of thefe, things. At length, 
suddenly and viiexpectedly, he hroke out from. the woods, 
Mpongghread sulgee of rocks, atgnes mind argvel, inter- 
spersork with sie ided bushes 5 while aa alittle distanogon 
phe ghtstood a-forest of dead, wees, Dare and; white, 
seemdngiin the dim Jlighvlike a host of skeletons ZA 
around towered igh amouitaing, halfgleibed with oh gy 
fpregigg ang their precipitous, crags, old, weather stalue, 
and scare gf avalauches, gave dha. the aspect of si FI 
desplation. , 'I'ie old-huiter scoreely paw them. ANthat 
met iis eyes was tic slender figure. of the Indian, Jean 
like a lvightened deer toward the hase of tha mountam on 
the left, He dashed alter him at full spegd, ayer, piles of 
rock and sieue, strewn hy an,ancient Wail Qvergtho 
pacvow, yadley, where none but a sleep-walker, or such 
frantic, speuisiiany could have: passed jin, salety., Ip was 
inthe Nagch, cloge 1a the place where, thg unfortunate 
Walleys afterward inet their, fate, Helin + iy 

‘I'he game soon bogan to ascend the, mountain, clioos- 
mg the plage where thie avalanche had copegdown, and 
cut fur itgelf a pathway, resembling, in all but us depth, 
the.bed of a torrent. These nountaing ave. everywhere 
channelled wita such ravines, which often, exend gor 
lop to bottom, and geem at a little, distance, like deep 
gushes cyt in their sides. Most of them expand ail 
grog. shallow as they appraach the base, where the tor- 
ren of earth nnd stone spread nself over the valley. Such 
was the case in the present instance. "Fhe ladian bound- 
‘ed up; the hunter aud the dogs tellowerl, The sides Of 
the ravine rapidly approached each other, and grew more 
abrupt and high 5 the ascent became, steeper, and more 
perilous, A little stream that trickled down Hiepfrow 
aud sleep passage-way, and spread itselt over ihe smooth 
rocks, ingde the foothold werv precarious. [lie dogs were 
soon breyght, vp. They stopped at, the foot of a deep 
pitch af the regis against which they, puwed in vain efforts 
to ascend, and mpde tha rocks echo. with their cries. — 
The eager old wan climbed oi, ‘The sides of the ravine 
now fowered over his head, Jeaving only a stip.of the 
darkening sky visible between their opposite edges, His 
efiorts sogn, brought him ip aheight, whence the, baying 
of the dogs scunded up the passage famt apgl distant. — 
He caught trequent glimpses. of ihe Ludigy, scrambling 
ou betore him; und onge, getting, a fair sight, he § ie 
‘Lhe mountuine bellowed byck the repopt; but the gan 
climbedion ypbuen, Still dba old wan gawed rapidly on 
him, clenching bis jaws, together with eagerness and 
longing. 
At lemgth, howexer, a lang reach of the ravine stetch- 

ed upward in the chscurity before hin! He loghesy and 
saw nothing of his prey. Furious with anger and disap- 
poinunent at thelrenewed activity uf the savage; tie. press- 
ed on faster than before. “A sinooth rock, nearly perpen- 

dicular, soon’ arrested his progress. He did not dream of 
putsing, butobegan to work. hig way up thie dangerous 
precipice, with his mind occupied by the sole thought of 
overtukingand slaving the Indian, With every: faculy 

Lut its utmost tension, availing himself of eveny hike: point 
and creviee, he did what no man else could have one 3 
he elimed hulé way up the steep wet face of the tock ; but 
liere he was obliged to pause : andor the ficst tie, lis 
blood cooled, and he was consciods ofthe perbiot his 
situation. He moved his hand 10 the right.and to the 
left; over the rock, clammy with the spreading water ot 
the little streamlet, snd found scarcely a ereviee larze 
enough to thrust a finger into, or a projection that;a (oot 
could rest against. He looked up 5 the edge of éhe pre- 
cipice was twenty feerabove his head. He looked down ; 
there were the sharp projecting angles af the voeky side 
of the ravine : and velow, all lay in.deep blackness, hke n 
bottdintess gulf He tried 10 descend; bug his fogt move. 
vainly from side to side, séarching for the Pa where iz 
had Tast rested when he was elimbing ‘up. © To ascend 
was ‘periious enough; to descend, impossible! His hair 
began to bristle, He listened, and heard from Below the 
fiint bayings of the hounds. "Hitherto ‘he "hid ‘clung 10 
his gum by a sort of iustinét, but nowy he let it"drop.— 
The otken stock struck at tha bottom bf thie “eliffvith a 
dull shock, and splintered fit pieces, There wis & pause 
for an instant, nad then tu nd 6 elith ing rar ®or the 
‘barrel, as nt bouided from sig to side of tiv ifie, down 
the mountain. MARY es 
The old man thought he must soon follow i and the 
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