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THE HARVEST THANKSGIVING. 
Almighty One! whe formed this earth so bright, 
We bend before thee in a grateful prayer; 
Our earth is free from canker aad (rom blight, 
Freed by Thy help, thy swéet and holy care. 
"The hand of Plenty ! shied'its treasures down, 
And Jet us have oir bursting suinmer-tide, 
Whilst Flora donn'd her light and @rail crown, 
And deck’d the earth as joyous as a bride, 
Streamed down the glory of the Golden King, 
And stars reflected on each bursting grain, 
Whilst Cynthia's, rays with stars would vie to fling 
Her mild refulgenge on the fragrant plain, 
Oh! listen now thevery grateful tone, 
Whilst we our warm and earnest accents pour, 
And feel so deeply that to One alone, 
We owe the Pleity of our fruitful shore. 
They said that fimine and her dread distress 
Would haunt the valley, speaking of decay ;— 
Avert her grit 'and deathly hiedousness, 
Ana bid the tyrant all her havoc stay. 
The prayer was heard, ¢’en through the balmny air, 
Echoed by streams, and plains, and valleys green; 
The harvest season, beauteous and fair, 
Was plentiful, and hearts had grown serene. 
No—Famine comes not with its stricken gaze, 
But smiles of joy light up the human face, 
Fach field of corn its load of grain displays, 
And summer smiled in all its witching grace. 
Accept the prayers, though tainted by our voice, | 
Though ting’d with sin, the offspring of our sod, 
Accept the words, and make the hearts rejoice, 
As thus they own "Chee, Saviour, Lord, and God. 

[From Chambers's Edinburgh Journal.] 

RECOLLECTIONS OF A POLICE OFFICER. 
THE PURSUIT. 

Tue reader need seareely be told that albeit policemen, like other men, chiefly delight to recount their successful 
exploits, they do, nevertheless, experience nunerous and vexwtious failures and disappointments. One especially 
I remember, of which the irritating, recollection did not pass away for many weeks. 1 had been for some time in 
pursuit of a rather eminent rascal, though one young in 
years, and by marriage respectably connected, who, by an 
wfumous abuse of the trust reposed in him, had contrived 
to possess himself of a large sum of money, with which or at least with the portion of it falling to kis share —for, we discovered that he had been for some time counected with a gang of ficsi-rate swindlers—he hoped to escape to 
America, The chase was hot after him 3 and spite of all hie doublings and turnings, aud the false scents adroitly thrown out by his confit with the view to favor his ascape, I at last fairly ran him to earth a? Plymouth, though 
in what precise spot of it he burrowed 1 could not for the momen\ ascertain. Neither was 1 well acquainted with his features ; but in the description of his person furnished me there were certain indelible marks enumerated, which, upon strict examination, could not fail to determine his 
idenuty. He propesed, I ascertained, to attempt leaving England in a barque bound tor New York, which was to 
sail from 
this 1 was fully satisfied, und 1 determined to capture hin on board. Accordingly, about half an hour before the ship was tosail, and after ull the passengers had embarked, wwo of the local officers and I got into a boat which | had some time previously engaged 10 be in readiness, nnd put off to the vessel. ‘I'he wind was decidedly fair for the emigrant ship 5 and so stiffly did it blow from the nortl- 
east, that four hands, 1 was informed, were required, not 
indeed to convey us swifily out, but to pull the boat back again aguinst the wind, and the strong tive which would be running outside the breakwater. The sen dashed smartly at times over the boat, and the men pulled their sou’. wester caps well over rheir eyes, to shield themselves trom the blinding spray. We were speedily on board ; and the captain, alihough much annoyed at the delay. paraded his motley passengers ns well ascrew before us ; but to my extreme surprise our bird was not among them ! W.very possible and impossible hiding-place was thorough :y but vainly searched ; and we were at length compelled 
to a reluctant admission thut the gentleman we were in 
quest of had not yet honored the captain of the Columbia 
with his patronage. 
We sullenly returned into the boat; and the instant we 

did so, the anchor, already atrip, was hrought home ; the 
ship's bows fell rapidly off; her crowded canvas ‘di'ated 
and swelled in the spanking breeze, and she sprang 
awiftly off upon her course. It was a pretty and somne- + what exciting tacle ; end I and ny companions con- 

tt mwed to watch the smardy-handled vessel with much 
tassios: ini apuint jn the land hid her from our view. We 
lawn uruwd our faces towards Plymouth, from whieh, 1 
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| myself or else I'd tell the 

: 1 Columbia will be obliged to Plymouth on the day after I arrived there. Of 

ling th $0 i Ld reply to a remark from one of the Plymou cers. This man steered on going out. A quick sus- 
picion flashed across me. 
“W is the other boatman who came out with us 

Ishar demanded. The old seaman, instead of replying 
turned himself half round to the weather-Bow oar, ex- 
claimed, “ Easy, Billy, easy; let her nose lay a little closer 
to the wind.” This, 1 readily saw, was done to conceal 
# momentary confusion,arising from the suddenness of my 
question-—u very slight one by-the-by, for the fellow was 
an old man -of-war’s inan, with a face hardened by service, 
weather, grog and tobacco smoke. 
deliberately squirted a mouthful of tobacco juice over the 
side, and then with an expression of his cast iron phiz, 
which it is impossible Ly words to convey a distinct idea 
of, so compounded was it of diabolical squint, lamb-like 
sinpieity, and impudent cunning, replied, “ That wor a 
passenger to Yankee land—a goin’ there, Pin purty ste- 
picious, for the benefit of his health” I looked at the 
Plymouth officers, and they at me The impudent 
ingenuity of the trick that had been played ns, seemed 
scarcely eredible. “He—he—ho—ho ! rumbled out of 
the tobacco-stifled throat of the old rogue. “If Lo wor 
somebody you wanted, ‘it wor uncommon well done.— 
Didn’t you obsarve him jump into the main chains of the 
barkey jist as you wor leavin’ on her, and cast us off a 
minute afterwards? Ile prefarred stoppit,’ with us while 
yon wor rumnmaging the hooker—he—he-—ho—ho.” 

It was useless bandying words with the fellow ; and 
though 1 felt desperately savage, I had sense enongh to 
hold my tongue. “Pull smartly,” replied one of the 
Plymouth officers; “a shot will bring her too yet.” 

“ Why, ay,” rejoined the imperturbable seaman; “it 
tout, it you could get speech of the admiral in time; but 
Fn thinkin’ we will be a good while pullin’ in against this 
choppin® wind and head sea.” 
And sure ensugh they were! More than atiother hour, 

hy some boat-man craft unexplainable by me, for the 
sailors apparently rowed with all their might, were we in 
reaching the landing-place ; and by that time all chahce 
of compelling the return of the Columbia was long pust. 

It would be, 1 knew, impossi¥le to prove complicity on 
the part of the owner of the boat, with the escaped felon, 
and 1 preferred to digest the venom of my spleen in silehee, 
rather than by a useless display of"it 10add to the chuek|- 
ing delight ot'the old rascal of a boatman. 
We had passed some distance along the quay when one 

of the local officers, addressing u youngish sailor, Who, 
with folded arms and a short pipe mm his mouth, was 
standing in philosophical contemplation of the sea und 
weather, said, “1 suppose there is no chance of: the 
emigrant ship that sailed awhile ago putting in at an 
other port along the ccast ?” 

‘The mar 190k the pipe. from his mouth, regarded" the 
questioner for a few moments with an expression of cop- 

| temptuous curiosity anything hut flattering to its obj er, 
and bawied out, addressing himself 10 a wenther-beaten 
seaman a few yards off, “I say, Tom Davis, here’s a Blue 
Bottle as wants to know the name and hearins of the port 
oft th» Land’s End which the barkey that sailed awhile 
agone for Ameriker with a north-easter kicking her end- 
ways is likely to bring up in; Pm not acquainted with it 

gentleman.” 
The langh {rom two or three bystanders which followed 

this sally greatly irritated the offeer, and he would have 
induiged m au angry reply had not Lis more prudent 
comrade duken him by the arm and urged him away, “ Av, ay,” said the veteran addressed as ‘l'on Davis, as we were passing him, “ Jun there has always got plenty of Jawiug tackle wbaard ; but, Lord love ye, he's a poor 
dumb eretor at unde rstanding the signs of the weather. 
He's talkin’ about north easier’s, and don’t see that the wind’s beginning to chop about like. a: bum-boat woman with a dozen customers round her, It’s my opinion, and 
T'om Davis ought by this time 10 be stinmit of a judge, 
that, instead of'a north-euster, i's a precious: sight more 
likely to be blowing a son’-wester before two hours are 
past, and a sneezer 100 3 and then the Columby, it’ she 
ha’nt made a good offin’, which she is not ‘likely to have done, will be buck again in a brace of shakes.” “Do you thiuk it probable,” 1 engerly asked, «that the 

put back into Plyiouih 2” “J don’t know uhout prybable. It's nat so sure as death or quarter-day, but is upon the cardssfor.all char” “ Will it be early in the night, think you, that she will rua in, if at all 2” ou 
- 

the old seaman turning or, his heel. © All Lean say is, that it you find in an hour or 80’s tithe that the wind has chopped round to the sou’-west, or within a pint or two, and that i's blow the buttons oft your coat one after another, the Colamby, if slie’s lueky, won't lie fir off.” ‘The half-bantering prediction of the old: seaman was confirined by ‘others whom we consultedy and measures 

ns the slip, were at once discussed and “resolved tipon,— We then separated, and I proceeded ‘to the tavern ut which I put up to get some dinner. | had not gone far when my eye fell upon two persons whose presence there surprised as well uy somewhat grieved me. - One was the young wife of the eriminalon board the Columbia. 4 hail 

lollowed or accompanied her hushgnd to Plymouth, tor the purpose of furthering his escape, wnd 
the capricious elemems would render all ‘the ingenuity and Loldness that hud been brought 1010 play vain anil profitless. She was a mild-looking, pretty woman—very much so, 1 donbt not, till trouble foll upon her, and weadariully resembled the female in the -“ Momentous v_ #0 remarkably indeed, that when, years nfier- 
Question : 
wards, [ first saw! that print, I felt an “instantaneous 

the portrait ; and efter much puzzlement of brain remermn- 

The veteran first | 

“Ah, there now you wants 10 know too mmch said | 

for preventing our quarry trom laviding, aod again giving 

seen ber once in London, and 1 knew, as before intimated, that she was of respeciable parentage. She had no dour 

now feared thor 

conviction that I had somewhere met with the origingl of 
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[about to a gli 1 halt-pav ) 
what he had 10 say; but his partly-formed purpose 'y not lf in, and I proceeded my way. ype 
4 "Wher dining, 1 returned to the hi The wind, as 
foretold, creased to a tempest. | wild sen wan 
dashing with terrific violence againet the breakwiier, 
discernable only in the fast-darkening night by line of 
white tumultuous foam and spray,which eaped and hissed 
against it, | ie 
“A dirty night coming on,” gaid a subaltern officer of 

the port, whom 1 had previously spokéh with; “fhe 
Columbia will, 1 think, be pretty sure to run in with the 
tide.” Te : . When do you say is the earliest time she may be ex- 
pected 7 ean 

*“ Weil, in my opinion, judging from where she was 
when 1 was on the look out a quarter of an hour ago, not 
under three hours. Let ine see. Is now just u on the 
stroke of five ; about eight o’clock, I should say, the will 
be liere ; eertainly not before, perhaps much later ; and 
if the captain is very obslinate, and prefers incurring a 
rather serious risk to returning, it ay be of course not at 

1 thanked him, and as remaining on the bleak qua till eight o'clock or thergahont was as useless as unpleasant, 
1 retraced iy steps towards the Royal ‘George Tavern; 
calling in my way on the Plymouth officers, and arranging 
that one of them should relieve me at ten o'clock’ it 
having been previously agreed hat we ‘should keep un 
alternate watch during the night of two hours each, 1 
afterwards remembered that 1 Nis arrangetr.ent wig repeat- 
ed in atone of voice incautiovsly loud, at the bar of a 
public-house, where they insisted upon. my taking a glass 
of porter. ‘There were, I should say, more thar a dozen 
persons present at the time. 
The fire was blazing brightly in the parlour of the Royal 

George when 1 entered, and I had not been seated near'ic 
many aninutes before 1 became exceedingly drowsy ; and 
no wonder. for 1 had not been in bed the previous night, 
and the blowing of the wind in my, eyes for g couple of 
hours had of course added greatly to their héavy weariness 
Habit had long enabled me to awake at any moment 1 had previously determined on, so that 1 felt no anxiety ag to oversleeping myself; and having pulled out my watch, 
noticed that it was barely halt-past five, wound it up, and 
placed it hefore me ou the table, 1 settled myself comfor:- 
ably in an arm-chair, and was soon sound asleep, ~~ I awoke with a contused impression, not only that I had 
quite slept the time 1 had allotted myself,but that Strangers 
were in the room,and standing about me. [ was mistaken 
in both particulars, There was no one in the parlour but 
myself, and on glancing at the watch | saw that it was 
but a quarter-past six. I rese from. the chair, stirred t.e 
fire, took two or three rns round the roo, listened for 
a few minutes to the howling wind aud driving rain which 
shook and beat against the casement, sat down again, and 
took up a newspaper which was lying on the table. 

I had read for some time when the parlonr door opened, 
and who should walk in but the yoyng wife and elderly 
gentleman whom I had seen in the street. 1 at once 

{ concluded that they had sought me with reference to the 
fugitive on hoard the Columbia; and ‘the venerable old man’s rather elaborate apologies for intrusion over, and 
both of them seated on the side of the fireplace Opposite 
to,me, I'waited with grave curiosity to hear what they 
might have to say. CE 
An awkward silence ensued. The young woman’s 

eyes, swollen with weeping, were bent upon the floor, 
and her entire aspect and demeanour exhibited extreme 
sorrow.and dejection. 1 pitied her, so sad and gentle did 
she look, from ny vepy soul, The old man appeared 
anxious and careworn, and for soma time remained 
abstraetedly gazing ot the fire withgut speaking.’ I bad u i yn pay pujpful, pi , J was ‘satisfied, profitless 
integyiew, hy abruptly reliring ; and, wus Just rising tor 
the purpose when a fiercer, vempest-hlast than before, 
accompanied by the pattering of beavy rain drops agninst 
the window-papes caused me to hesitate at exposing 
myself unnecessarily to the rigour of such a night ; and at 
the same moment the gray-haired man suddenly raised 
his eyes and regarded me with a fixed and grave scrutiny. 
“This war of the elements,” he at last said, “ this wild 

uproar of physical nature, is but a type, Mr." Waters, and 
a faint one, of the convulsions, the untagonisms, the hurt- 
ful conflicts ever raging in the moral world.” 

1 bowed dubions assent to a proposition not apparently 
very pertinent to the question, which | supposed chiefly 
occupied his mind, and he' proceeded, , oli! 
“Itis difficult for dim<éyed beings such!as we aro 

always to trace the guiding! ‘Hany of the eler-wat chil 
Power which conducts’ thé complex evens ot this chang- 
ing, many-colored life to wise(and- foreseen’ issues. ‘I'he 
coriflicts of fuith’ with nchisd €xperience are hard for poor 
humanity to beats, and still Kéep unimpaired the jewel 
‘beyond price of unwavering faith in m0 whom the 
cecrets of all heats ‘ate known! Ah, sir t gil, flaunting 
its vanities in’ high places-Linnacente in dungér of fetters 
—aré' perplexing thiligs «well upon’. 
ay hn somewliit’ puzzled by this ‘strange alk, bur, 
hopeflil that a menting would ‘presently appear, | again 
silently intimated partial conéurrence in his general views. 
“ There is'no longer much doubt, Mr. Waters, 1 believe,” 

he after'u'tow nioments added in a much more business 
11K& anid sensible tone, # that the Columbia will be forced 
back again, and that the hushand of this unhappy girt will 
consequently fall inte thie hands of the blind, unreasoning 
law... . You appear surprised. . . . My name, I should 
have mentioned,is Thompson ; and be assured, Mr Waters, 
that ‘when the real facts of this most unfortunate affair are 
brought to your knowledge, no ‘one will more “bitterly 
regret than yourself that this tempest and sudden change 
of wind should have flung back the prey both your and 1 
believed had escaped, upon these fata! shores.” 
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