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REPORT ON THE AGRICUNPURAL CAPABILITIES OF 
THE PRQVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 
BY J. F. W, JOHNSTON, F. R.5,, 8s... & E. 

(Continued from owr last.) 

Carrer X, 

A rate of Wages for Agricultural Labour, Sn antiiie 
To rd, Washing ind Lodgwg, in the several Counties 
tn the Province. : 

Lowest for the whole Province by the yeas rg 
Highest ° 
Average - 11 £21. 
Average “« by the month, 3L Hoying & Harvest. 
Average of x "21. other Summer months. 
Average ¢ by the day, 3s. 3d., Feng Harvest. 
Average “ “ 2s. 1d., other J mmer months 

It 1s not much to our immediate purpose, nor directly. 

this average in sterling n - y barel exceeds the average 
wages paid to good farm servants, who board in their mas- 
ter’s house, in the best farmed districts in Scotland. But 
from all T have been able to learn, the quality of the labour 
which this average price will command in the most parts of 
New Bréuswick is greatly inferior to some eof our best 
farm servants in Scotland. 
The most important question however in. regard to this 

Province 1s, “ can labour, at this average price, or at the 
prices usually paid for it in the several parts of the Pro- 
vince, be profitably employed in the cultivation of the land 
in New Brunswick.” 
Some of the more intelligent agriculturalists I have met 

in my tour have assured me “that the modes of culture, 
the implements of husbandry, and the breeds of stock in 
the Province, are ull defective ; and that as a consequence, 
not only have the agricultural capabilities of the Province 
never been fairly tested, but its ability to return. a fair 
Ea upon paid labour employed in tilling it, has never 
been properly tried.” There may be much truth both in 
the fuct thus stated, and in the inference drawn from it; 
Sut I have been unwilling 1n a matter. of so much impor- 
tance to hasten to a rapid and sweeping conclusion. | 
have therefore consulted the farming commumty in refe- 
rence to it, and I have received fifty replies to. my questions 
on the subject. Of the persons from whom those replies 
come, twenty five are of opinion that paid labour, at the. 
present rate of wages, may be profitably employed in rais- 
ing agricaltural produce, and twenty five are of opinion 
that it cannot. As these contrary opinione~—often from the 
same neighbourhood, and where the modes of culture, the 
markets, and the rate of wages are the same—are various 
in themselves, and as-the reasons assigned by their authors 
are often different, I here subjoin the whole, giving first 
those which answer in the affirmative, and next those which 
answer in the negative, 

Ist. Opinions of these who think that paid labour at the 
Preah prices may be profitably employed in cultivating 
the soil :— 
A man who understands his business, and has capital, 

may employ labour profitably. in farming at the present 
rate of wages. 

D. B. Stevens, Saint John. 
Servants can be profitably. employed on my farm from 

the advan I possess of making artificial manure : the 
servants of 

- oo rg rg Charlotte. 
Servants cam be: profitably ed afler. the farm has been b * iy good heart." tidepends on che nature of the ‘whether capital invested in ‘improve: meng 15-a,good investment or not, and above all, whether 1t be done with a view to your own occupation, or sale at some future time. In the latter case I. imagme the price given for farms-in late years will bo a sufficient negative answer. If dove with/a. view. to settlement, I consider capital could net be:more ably: dy and at the 

¢ | improving. 

e present time are generally of an inferior | 

atthe present rate of wages, owing ‘t 

Servants can be profitably employed if paid in produce. 
Howarp D. CuarTERS, Westmorland. 

Servants can be profitably employed in clearing and 

— R. B. C. WewLponx, 
|, L think servants may be employed in improving the farm 
‘and raising produce with advantage to the employer at the 
present rate of wages. 

Joun TrENHOLM, Westmorland. 
Servants can be employed with profit at the present rate 

of wages. 
ALEXANDER Moxrok, Westmoland. 

I believe, with. judicious management and economy, 
farming: can be profitably followed, even at the present 
rate of wages, although [ 
high when compared with the price of fain produce and 
other necessaries. 

JoserH Avarp, Westmerland. 
In the Summer season servants can be empioyed with 

profit, 
Henry Haywarp, Kings. 

Any man who has a capital to start with, even at the 
present rate of labour, can gain, I should be sorry 10 say 
how much, but a great.deal, if done with judgment. 

AnprEW Arron, King’s. 
I think servants can be profitably employed in raising 

produce at the present rate of wsges. 
Wirnian Keirn, King’s. 

Servants can be profitably employed. 
Exar A. Perkins, Queen's. 

Servants may be . pfofitéble in imporving, but not in 
raising produce. 

RoBErT SMYTH, Queen's. 
capitalists may employ farm servants to advantage in 

improving, clearing and raising produce at the present rate 
of wages. 

C. L. Hartueway, Sunbury. 
If a farmer has a small capital he can employ servants 

profitably in improving bis farm and raising produce. 
Epwarp Simons, York. 

Servants can be profitably employed in raising produce. 
Wirtniam Winmor, York. 

Wien near a good market I certainly think that servants 
can be employed with profit in raising produce. 

R. D. James, York. 
I think that labourers at £20 to £30 a year will pay well. 

Jamzs L. Picker, Carleton. 

few persons have tried the ‘experiment. 
Jorn SmiTn, Albert. 

Taking the improvement of the farm into consideration, 
it is my opinion that servants can be employed with profit. 

Wy. WaLLace, Albert. 
Servants can be usefully and profitably employed at the 

present wages by those who have means to spare for im- 
provements. 

J. G. G. Layrox, Kent. 
Men servants could not in former years be employed 

with profit at the wages demanded ; perhaps now they 
might, at the reduced wages of the present time, by em- 
ployers of judgment and system. 

Henry W. Barowin, Gloucester. 
It is thought by many that servants can be profitably 

employed. E. Locknart, Gloucester. 
In my own experience servants cannot be employed in 

raising produce lone, but coupled with the improvement 
of the farm they can; for the servants of this country are 
better calculated for winter employment than. for raising 
produce or cultivating the soil, 

DvueaLp Stewart, Restigouche. 
20d. Opinions of those who think that, at the present 

rate of wages, paid labour cannot be profitably employed 
in cultivating in New Brunswick :— 

I think servants cannot be profitably employed at the 
present rate of wages—the markets being very poor. 

Josspu Wavron, Charlotte. 
I do not think servants can be employed with profit at’ 

the present rate of wages—principally for want of a cash market, the near contiguity of the United States, and the 
great expense of bringing the land into a fit state of cultis vation, | 

Davip Mowary; Charlotte. 
Farming altogetherby servants we consider unprofitable, owing to the low price of produce. 
ET Jonw-Maxnxn, Jr., Charlotte. 

consider them altogether too’ 

Servants can be profitably employed on the farm, though | 

Lido not think that servants-can-oe employed with prof 
0 

wheat and potatoe crops, and the present d state Oh the markets + + hie Wastmortand.. 
e filure of thei] to outweigh that of an equal number numberiwho deny. 

it In circu.nstances nearly; the same as to wages, soils,. 

Servants at £20 tc £30 a year cannot, I think, be profit« 
ably employed, either in improving farms or raising pre< 
duce, owing to the uncertainty of the markets and the low 
price of produce. R. K. GiLeerT, Westmorland. 

Servants can be profitably employed if paid in produce, 
but cannot if paid in money ; the reason why it will not 
pay, when the wages are paid in money, is because the 
produce sells so low, and the crops are so light. 

Howarp D. CuarTERSs, Westmorland. 
Servants cannot be employed with profit st the present 

rate of wages. The reasons are, no certain markets for 
our produce—the price at best below a. remunerative one. 

RosBerT B. CHAPMAN, Westmorland. 
It to servants’ wages be added the rent of land on which 

labour may be employed, and taking into consideration the 
present price of produce, it will be found that capital em- 
ployed in agricultural pursuits will not yield a fair return. 

Wirriam Crane, Westmorland. 
At the present price of produce, it will not pay to em- 

ploy servants either at £20 or £25 a year. 
Craries Dixon, Westmorland. 

I consider the greatest, and perhaps the only return to 
the farmer, is the cutting down the woods and clearing up 
new land, enabling him to turn his old worn out meadows 
Into pasture, which will bring them to, without the aid of 
manure. The rate of wages is, and always was, too high 
1 this Province. Twos. Beer, King’s. 

Servants cannot be profitably employed at the present rate of wages. Danier. M’Lavcnran, King's. 
Servants cannot be employed with profit, in consequence 

of the failure of the potatoe crop. 
"Dan. S.8wmrri, Queen's. 

Servants cannot be profitably employed-—the sale of the 
produce not realizing sufficient, 

Rev. Avvan CosTER, Queen's. 
We cannot hire in cousequence of the high wages caused ' by lumbering—the produce of the farm at present high 

prices will not admit of it. 
Joun RoserTson, Queen's. 

Labourers cannot be profitably employed during the : 
whole year, owing to the failure of the Crops in past years, 

| Money expended in clearing land is not worthy to be con- 
| sidered as capital invested, because many years expire be 
fore any remuneration can be obtained save the first crop, , | and the interest on the sum expended w ould, before any profits could be received, amount to more than double the value of the land. WiLLiam REED, Queen's. 

Servants cannot be employed with profit, because we 
have not a secure cash market to take our produce to, and ! 
the winters being long. NatnL. HuBBARD, Stubury. 

Servants cannot be profitably employed, on account of ° 
the low price of produce, and the competition of the United 
States. Cuas. H. Crowes, Sunbury. 

Servants cannot, I think, be profitably employed on ac - count of the very long winters. 
Cuas. Harrison, Sunbury. 

If a farmer has nothing but his farm, and employs ser- - 
vants in the spring, and is obliged in the autumn to sell some of his produce to pay them, he cannot do-it with pro-~ 
fit, as the price of produce at that season is generally very. 
low. Epwanop Simonns; York. 
The cultivation of the land with men servants at. the: present wages, would not be immediately. remunerative 

in the absence of sufficient demand to constitute a market, 
Eswin Jacon, D. D., York. 

Men cannot be profitably employed at the present wages, . 
produce being so Jow that it will not pay the wages: 

IsraEL PARENT, York. 
If consequence of farmers not using compost manure, 

and the difficulty of procuring stable manure te gupport 
large farms, and the want of a ready. market, we think la-- 
bourers cannot be profitably employed. 

Ww. Dew, York. 
I do nwt think it possible, because, with therextravagant . opinions of our present class: of farm labourers; the retarns will net meet the outlay. Jas. Ranxan, Carleton. 
Hired labour cannot be profitably employed, because the 

produce of the land is so utterly. dispropostionate. . 
JJ C. WwneTeN, Kent. 

I do not presume to say. which of the opimons - above 
given are deserving of more, and which of less -coneidera- 
tion. No doubt, as in all such cases, some of the writers 
from their skill, Ju nt and experience, are more trust- 
worthy than others ; but this Your Fxcelleney will be bet- - 
ter able to form an opinion than Iam. 
' But taking the testimony asa whole, that of twenty five: persons who affirm on a practical matter of this kind, ought: 

lat , 
. 

— 

and markets, onec man. says he. cannot. emp)ogy 


