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he poined ton gbiip of leaning onks that’ Rung ‘over THe 
| deelivity, “1 wih el you a strange and sad story of” 

. J] 

wn bed 131) 

him under or 7, Liens fhe dhe rn : 

It may be supposed that 1 readily assented to this pros, pets ic td of od pt Ein wg ol edly dark, ow 
al. | i ; Sg § 1 rd og and it deepened ite blackness, a8 

~ Bestowing one more blow upoh the rattlesnake, as ito ‘her away. We were at u considerable distance troms / 
be eertain of his déath, the old’ man déscended the rock 

with rapidity that would have endangered the neck of a {pam of her wound became ing ble to my wife, and 
less practised hunter. After reaching the place which he/she swoened away in my arms. Weak ond eahubted as ’ | 
pointed out, the Rattlesnake Hunter commenced his story | I was, F'yet had'stréngth enongh to carry Fer to the nearest 
in a manner which'confirmed what I had préviously heard | rivulet, and bathe her brow in the cool water. She parti-* 
of his education aad intellectual strength. 4 ally recovered, and sat down upon the bank, while | 
“1 was among the earliest settlers in this part of the {supported her head upon my bose. Hour after hour 

country, I had just finished my education at Harvard, when | passed away, and none came near vs, and there, alone in 
I was induced by the flattering re presentations of some of | thé great wilderness, F watched over her, and 

| 

prayed with '* 

rn RE A CLT Sto | the earliest pioneers into the wild lands beyond the Con-|ber, and sho died!” 
bite sy 

re: ated necticut, to seek my fortune in the new settlement. My | "The old man groaned audibly as he uttered these words... 

LATER AN ERE wife”—the old man’s eyes glistened in an instant, and anid as he closed his long bony hands over his eyes, I could 
| » then a tear crossed Ins brown cheek—*“my wife accom- see the tears falling thickly through his gaunt fingers. — 

panied me, young and delicate and beantiful as she was, | After a momentary struggle with his leeling, he lifted His 

THE OLD CHERRY TREE. to this wild and rude country. I never shall forgive myselt pond once more, and there was a fierce bight in his eye ss 
ingi hi “ » 1e spoke, . Here's the did ehierty tres, wher th Dogfood T sported, for bringing her hither, never. “ Young man,” continued poke, 

When my heart was as light as the blossoms it bore ; he, you look like one who could pity. You shall see the | “Bue 1 have had my revenge. From that fatal memens 

Where the friend that I loved, and the maiden I courted, image of the girl who followed me to the naw country.” |T'have felt myself fitted and set apart by the terrible ordeal 
Oft sat by my side in the days that are o'er ; And be unbound as he spoke a ribbon from his neck; with} of my affliccion, to rid the place of my abede of its fortlest gp” 
ty ae gpxen bench, Re Sie honding bonghe seated, | small minature attached to it. curse, And Ihave well nigh sueceeded.' ~ The faseinating «+ + // 

ile the wild hee was humming its song in the tree J : 
My brothers and 1 in the summer -drerram, J It was that of a beautiful female, but there was an almost demons are already few and powerless, “Deo not immagine,” 

said he, earnestly regarding the, somewhat equivocal ex- 
pression of my countenance, “that | consider these crea- 

To share with the elders their gossip and tea. childish expression in her coumeunance, a softness, a 

delicacy, and a sweetness of smile, which 1 have seldom 

In this season of light, that man’s spirit rejoices, seen in the features of those who have tasted even slightly | tures ad ‘serpents—-only creeping serpents— they are 

: While the old cherry tree looks as gay as a bride, the bitter waters of existence. ‘The old man watched my | serpents ot the fallen angels—the immediate ministers of 
could faney I heard every one of their voices, : ny imace of his early | the infernal gulf!” : "That se often hiv sat Gar BIN bench at vy site : em intently, as I surveyed the image y hop Ie i k . § 

Look! here are the names of iow many now sleeping, ove. 
Of parents and kindred, long gone to the tomb ; 

Yet the old cherry tree, like a true [riend, is heaping 
‘The shrine of their relics with beauty and bloom. 

« She must have been beautiful,” I said as 1 returned 
the picture. | 

¢ Beautiful!” he repeated, “ you may as well say so — 

Years have passed.since my interview with the Rattle- 
snake Huwntery'the place of his abode bas changed—a 
heantiful village rises aear the spot of conference, and the: . 

Every rudely-carved name has some story 10’ tell me ; But this avails nothing. 1 have a fearful story to tell— fro of the churchyard is STS over the gress ithe old on whl Rae ne? It Walls 3 would to God I had not attempted it; but 1 will go on. unter. ut this story is fixes ypan my mind, and Eu 

"I'was-girved lon tat day Whed my. first grief biofel: me, My heait has been too often stretched on the rack of me- | like enamel, only burns deeper the first impression. Iv 
The day of my parting with sweet Isabel ! mory to suffer any new pang.” 

Yes, here we two parted, and parted for ever; “ We had resided in the new country nearly a year. 
comes up before me like a vividly remembered dream, 

[ have wandered since then, like a pilgrim afar, 
whose features are too horrible for reality. The Rover. 

And hav81oved $50 Bait Wilh ¥ome fervolit ‘but ndver Qur settlement had increased rapidly, and the comforts ribo 9 
Ald have [ove ag / ( ory , D 's 5 . ge F . . o : 

Shone love on my heart like its first morning star! and delicacies of life were beginning to be felt, after the ROMARCE IN SHIPWERECK. 
very privations and severe trials to which we had been Ei ; | 

And I'm come back to die in the home of my fathers, subjected. The red men were few and feeble, and did Many interesting ‘as well as painful incidents connec- 
And 1 sit ‘neath the blogsoms which mock my decay, not molest us. The beasts of the forest and mountain | ied with the explosion and wreck of the Pulaski steamer, 

ARC Ee -'- lone hag all fhe i 0 vest gathers were ferocious, but we suffered little from them. “The |(which oceurred some ten or fifteen years ago)are related 
)f friendships and loves that have long passed away ; ri : sr to which we w od res hy those who were saved from destruction. Among Yes, the old cherry tree, where in boyhood 1 sported, only immediate danger to which we were exposed resulted | by E Amongst 

And the rude odken beneh they are still in their place ; from the rattlesnakes which infested our neighbourhood, 
But the dear household faces, whose welcome I courted, Three or four of the settlers were bitten by them, and died | leans, and’ a Miss Onslow, from some of the Southern 
They have vanished, and left me the last of my race. in terrible agonies, ‘I'he Indians often told us frightful | States, two of the unfortunates who were picked up on 

wm CT HS ST AL Al T0517 PE S13 mem | stories of this snake, and its power of fascination, Ang oe ith as kp py dies from land. th Is aio of 

TT ) 4 NN NS qT) "mE although they were generally believed, yet for myself, I|the gentlaman that be had been sitling.on the deck alone 

Tae Ba DNA. pte wo con less, 1 was rather hgh, than convineed by their | for halfan hour previous to the accident. Anotlier gen- 
«Until my ghastly tale is told, marvellous legends. tleman, who was walking near him at the time of the 
I'his heart within me burns. “In one of my hunting excursious abroad, on a fine | explosion, was blawn overboard, and himself: was preei- 

During a delightful excursion in the vicinity of the Green | morning, it was just gt this time of the year, I wasaccom- pitated nearly over the side and stunned, He recovered 

Mountains a few years since, 1 had the good fortune to panied by my wife, "Twas a beautiful morning. ‘The imtnediately, as he supposed, when he: heard some one 

meet with a singular character, known in many parts of |sunshine was warm, but the atmosphere was perfectly | remark—* Get out the boat—she is sinking.” 

Vermont as the Rattlesnake Hunter, clear; and a fine breeze from the north-west shook the 

It was a warm, clear day of sunshine, in the middle of} bright green leaves which clothed to profusion the wreath- Under sueh circumstances) it was natural to suppose that 
Juue, 1 saw him for the first time while engaged in a|ing branches above us. I had left my companion for a |he would feel quite as much congern for himself as for 
mineralogical ramble wmong the hills, His bead was bald, | short time in the pursuit of game,and in climbing a rugged | any one else. He was consequently among those who . 

and his forehead was deeply marked with the strong lines | ledge of rock, interspersed with shrubs and dwarfish trees, | sought the small baat for safety, and was about to step 
of care and age. hs form was wasted and meagre; but|1 wae startled by a quick, grating rattle. I looked forward. |inta, ity when he discovered a young lady whose’ appear- 
for the fiery vigor of his eye, he might have been supposed | On the edge of a loosened rock lay a rattlesnake, coiling | ance had sundry times during the passage arrested his 
iucapaciteted by age and infirmities for even a slight exer- | himself as if for the deadly spring. He was within a few | attention, Her protector was the gentleman who was 
tion. Yethe hurried over the huge ledges of rock with a | feet of me, and 1 paused for-an instant to survey him. 1] walking on deck and blown overboard. He sprang to- 
quick and almost youthful tread, and seemed earnestly | know not why, but I stood still; and looked:at the deadly wars her totake herinto the small boat; but in the crowd 
searching among the crevices and loose erags, and stinted | serpent with a strange feeling of curiosity. Suddenly he and confusion he fost sight of her, and he supposed she’ 
bushes around him. All at once he started suddenly, drew | uuwound his coil, as if relenting from his purpose of| was with some other friend. During his fruitless search, 
himselt back with a sort of shuddering recoil, then smote | hostility, and raising hig head, he fixed his bright fiery eve the boat shoved off. The night 1ang with the prayers and 
fiercely with his staff upon the rock before him. . Another | directly on my own. A chilling and indescribable sensa- | shrieks of the helpless and drowning. He turned away 
and another blow, and he hited the liteless form of a large | tion, totally different from anything I had ever before ex-|in despair, and tumbled overa coil of rope. "Hope, like 
rattlesnake upon the end of his rad. perienced, followed this movement of the serpent; but 1 tha aspiring spark, brightened again. He caught up ‘the ° 

‘I'he old man’s eye glistened, but his lip trembled as he | stood still, and gazed steadily and earnestly, for at that | rope—Ilashed together’ a couple of setiees—threw' them: 

looked steadfastly upon his writhing victim, * Another of | moment there was a visible change in the reptile. His [upon the piece of an old sail, and a small empty cask, and 
the accursed race!” he muttered between his clenched | form seemed to grow latger and his colors brighter. His| thus equipped, launched upon the element. Be 
teeth, apparently unconscious of my presence. body moved with a slow almost imperceptible motion | “It was all the work of a moment. He believed death 

1 was now satisfied that the person before me was none | towards me, and a low hum of music came from him, or inevitable, and that effort was his last grasp for life: His 
other than the famous Rattlesnuke Hunter. Tle was|at least, it sounded in my ear a strange sweet melody, faint | vessel hare him, up better than he expected, and he was 
known thronghout the neighborhood as an outcast and a|as that which melts from the throat of a hammingbird. | consoling himself with his escape; sueh as it. was, while 
wanderer, obtaining a miserable subsistence from the | Then the tints of his body deepened, and changed and others were perishing all around him, when he discover- 
casual charities of the people around hin. His time was | glowed, like the ¢hanges of a beautiful kaliodescope ;|ed a fernale struggling for life almost within his grasp.—~ 
mostly spent among the rocks and rude hills, where his| green, purple, and geld, until 1 lost sight of the serpem He'left his ark—swam but twice his length, seized his’ 
only object seemed to be the hunting and destroying of | entirely, and saw only wild and curiously woven circles ohject, and returned safely to his eraft again, which pro-: 

the Crofalus hortdus or rattlesnake. 1 immediately deter- | of strange colors, quivering around me like an atmosphere | ved sufficient to sustain them both, but with their heads. 
tained to satisfy my curiosity, which had, been strongly | of rainbows, I seemed in the centre of a great prison, a and shoulders only above the water. The female was the 
excited by the remarkable appearance ot the stranger | world of mysterious colors and tints, varied and darkened, | young lady for whom he had 16st a passage in the small 
and for this purpose I approached him. and lighted up again around me ; and the low music went | boat, She fancied their float would net ‘support them © 

“ Arc there many of those reptiles in this vicinity 7” 1| on without ceasing, until my bran reeled; and. fear for both, and gaid—¢*you will have to let me go to save your-. 
enquire, pointing to the crushed serpent. the first time, came over me. The new sensation guined | self.” He replied—* We live, or we die together,” Soon 
“They are getting to be scarce,” said the old man, lifting upon we rapidly, and I could feel the cold sweat gushing after they drifted upon a piece of the wreck, robably a 

his slouched hat and wiping his bald brow; “1 have |from my brow. [I had no certainty of danger in my md, | part of the same floor or partition. torn asunder by the 
known the time when you could hardly stir ten rods from | no definite idea of peril, all was vague and clouded, like | explosion. This, with the aid’ of the serees fastened bes 

your door in this part of the State, without hearing their | unaccountable terrors of a dream, and vet my limbs shook, neath it, proved sufficient to keep them ont of the water. 
low quick raitle at your side or seeing their many colored | and I fancied 1 could feel the blood stiffening with-cold us About this time, one of the small boats came towards 

bodies coiling up in your puth. But as 1said before, they | it passed along my veins. 1 wonld have given worlds to | them, but already heavily loaded. He implored thew to, 
are getting to be scarce, the infernal race will be extinct| have been able to tear myself {rom the spot—I even ai- | take the young lady. But she said no, she could not leave 
in a few years, and thank God! 1 have myself been a tempted to do so, but the body obeyed not the impulse of | him, They were fairly at rea, without ‘thé least’ morsel 
considerable cause of their extermination.” the mind, not a muscle stirred ; and 1 stood still as if my | t8 eat or driuk, in a scorching climate, Of the boat which 

“ You must,of course, know the nature of those creatures | feet had grown to the solid rock, with the infernal music| bore them all in quiet and safety but half an hour belore, 
perfectly well,” said 1.“ Do you believe in their power | of the tempter in my ear, and the baleful colorings of his |nething was to be seen but scattered pieces of the wreck, 
of fascination or charming *” enchantment before me. : The small boats were on their way towards the shore— . 

The old man’s countenance fell. There was a vigible| “Suddenly a new sound came on my ear. It was a their own craft being hight and lightly loaded, dritied ‘ter © 
struggle of feeling within hin ; and his lips quivered, and | human voice, but it ‘seemed strange and awful. Again, |aWay from aseene indescribably heart-rending.and which 
he dashed his brown hand suddenly acress his eves as if again, but | stirred net and then a white form plunged | he still. shudders to think of. ow Yi vans t od Jou 
to conceal a tear ; but quickly recovering himself, he an- | before me and grasped my arm. "I'he horrible spell was{’ At daylight nothing was visible ‘to them it ne We : 
swered in the low, deep voice of one, that was about to | broken. The strange colors passed trom before ny vision, | véns anda waste of waters. In the course of the days -. 

reveal some horrible secret. The rattlesuake was coiling at my very feet, with glowing | cama iw sight of land, and for a time were confident of" 
“| believe in the rattlesnake’s power of fascination ss eyes and uplifted fangs; and my wife was clinging in| reaching it; hutgyuring the succeedibg night Abeswind ~ 

Semi as | believe in my own existence.” thr : 
“Su 

| terror upon me. The wext instant the serpent threw {cha , and goon after daylight next swotning i ished | 
rely,” said 1, “you do not believe that they have | himself upon us. My wife was the vietim. The fangs | d with it pres he of \ ase 

power over human » difemma. On the third ilove fn t, 
‘was ‘beyond hailing dist 

others, the following is told of a Mr. Ridge, of New Or- 

: He was 
not acquainted with a solitary individual in the boat.— 

d, 
n 

: ced deeply inte her hand ; and her scream of agony, |dr fh 
“1 do, I know it to be so!” said the old man tremblin iy oJ Lory as staggered backward from me, told we tbe dreadful] fbut she was e voy 

0 A “You are a manger 0 me,” he sid slowly, truth, = has on iver vp of Shey. w i poreon ton wake 
after scrutinizing my features for a moment, youl «Then it was that a feeling of madness came upon me; : yb bei is 
will go to the foot of this rock, in the shade there,” and” apd when | wie foul sérpest stealing away Hom bis yo! ut their pain and su : 


