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REPORT ON THE AGRICULTURAL TAPA 

THE PROVINCE OF NEW BRU 

BY J. F. W.JOHNETON, F. & E. be 

(Continued from owr last.) 

a. Late sowing, by whieh the development of the young 
grain is retarded until the season has passed at which the 
fly usually deposits its eggs, 

b The use of varieties of grain and seed brought from 
districts 10 wliich the sect has hither.o been unknown,— | 
The use of seed from affected localities has no doubt been | 
one of the causes which has contributed to iis 1a api spread 
over this Continent ; while on the other Hod, the intro- 
daction of the variety called Black Sea ‘wheat, is said to | 
have in many places saved the wheat crop from the midge, | 
and in many more from the rust. 

¢. The floating of the seed, immersing it aud stirrmg it 
in water, 80 as to separate the light affected grams from 
ve ‘heavy and sound ones j—and 

). The steeping of this heavier grain in salt and water 
or in water containing in solution certain quantities of. 
nitrate of Soda, or saltoetre, or sulphate of copper, (blie 
vitriol,) and afterwards drying the steeped seed with slaked 
lime or burned gypsum. 

2. The Rust is complained of as having been very des- 
wructive to the wheat crop in many parts of the Province, 
as well as in the Canadas and in the States. Along 

, Ie Tk WW 

shores of the Bay or Funday, where fogs and mists prevail, | 
especially in the latter periods of the plants growth, when 
it is most snbject to the attacks of this rari the river 
islands, and along the intervals which skirt so many of the 
North American streams—in the neighbourhood of cedar 

ec cn <A Se et A et eel. 
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het and oat crops took plece, more In proportion in the 
oats than in the wheat however, while the Indian Corn, 
buckwheat and barley were nearly stationary. 

{buckwheat had even diminished one sixth, 
f that during those years the wheat and oat crops were the 
| most profitable, but that some unpub! ished ‘influence was | 
| alrearly at work, inclining the 
"their attention to oafs, in comparison with wheat, somewhat jt 
moe than formerly. P 

as ng be} 

y Our Queen ad Con tiation.” 

That from 1827 to 1831 a gradual increase of the 

That of 
This implies 

“rench Canadians to turn 
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more of less steeped in ther original poverty, and were 

unable therefore to éndure the cruel vicissitudes of three 
or four years 
‘hopes and new enetgies now awakening, better days arc 

goming even to the poorest of these suffori ing settlers. 

of successive visitation. With the new 

111. The want of protection from foreign competition, 

'allude to this as an alle iged cause of depress on’ to 
sk agriculture, in consequence o f my atién- 

on having been specially called to it by ono or two of 
Thus Mr. R. K. Gilbert, of abe 

. But that tron 1 831 to 1844 a remarkable revo oli on{ Dorehester, writes—#1f onr farmers had the supplying ot 

Lo place wu the kind of cropping found most profitable in “ our home markets with meats, bread-stuils, and home pro- 

Low er Canada. The growth of oat§ increased from 3 to 7.) duce, without the prospect oficompetition with the United 

| have preceded and accompa 

the i al 

swams, and around the borders of bor ay carriboo plains, 
and the edges of mershy lakes,—the rust most frequently | 
appears, is “ost feared, and 1s most destructive, 
sidered a worse foe to the farmer even than the midge, 
because while the insect desfroys only the grain, the 
fangus mjures or destroys both straw and grain together. 
The only known remedies or palhistions are— 

a. Early sowing, with the view of having the wheat 
nearly ripe before thé season of Lie most fatal mists and 
fogs arrives. 

b. General arterial drainage of swamps and marshes, and 
special thorough drainage oflow and wet lands upon which 
water rests, or “where mists in the summer evenings are 
prone to settle. Such draining, even on the inargins of 
rivers, will often be found efficient; bat I cannot froin ex 
perience say how far the injurious action of mists from the 
Bay of Fanday would be mollified by such improvements. 
L can only infer, that as in all circumstances mists collec! 
and settle most heavily and most freque ntly on the coldest 
and comparatively on the wettest spots, the probability is 

It is con- 

that such treatment of the land along the bay shores would | | 
be attended with hike good effects. 

e. "The introduction:of more hardy varieties of wheat, or 
such as from some peculiarity are Jess subject to be rusted, 
Of this kind 1s the Black Sea wheat, which has baen found | edly paralyzed the rural industry of many district ts, greatly 

| added to the other distresses, especially of the to escape where other varieties were almost destroyed. 
This quest on of the wide failure of the wheat erop 

throughout Northern America, and the consequent gradi a) 
relrocession of the wheat exporting rezions of the shores of 
the great western Jukes, and to the western territories 
the United States, is important enough to merit a mae 
more length- ned discussion than I should be justified i in 
ii troducing here: There is one phre2 of this question 
however, which is important to this Province briefly to 
consider. I shall draw wy illustration of it from the Pro- 
vince of Lower Canada, 

In this Province the Produce of wheat, oats, [ndian Corn 
and Buckwheat and barley, was as follows, In cach of the 
three years 1827, 1831 aud 1844, 1e pectively si 

1827. 1831; 1841. 
Wheat, 2031,240 1 3404,750 942.835 
Oats, 2341,520° - 8.142874 7.087.753" 
Indian Corn, 383,150 330,633 Jd LOGE 
Buckwheat, 121 397 109.050 374.809 
Barley, 363,117, i 1 304,795 1,145,450 
From this Table it w ll be seen— 

times the 

sta 
teresting a series of changes as this, 

| tural distress—h ow much dig appointhent and less of crops | 

—~how many dishedrtened men and starving fiunilies~—how 

| Province. 

millions of bushels, while that of wheat diminished frond States; they could then calculatezon 

34 to 9 hundred Motsand bushels. 
corn also nnderwent a diminution similar to that of whe: at] ‘4 

—falling off from 339 te 141 thousand bushels In the | * 

The growth of Indian | ¢ 

$31Ne period, buckwheat and barley Both increased to thiee 
eir former growth. | | 

Lam not aware of the publication of any aesricaltural | 

tistics of the States of the Union which exhibit so in- | 
How meh aomcul- 

and transfers of property -—~must 
ied so entire an alteration "in 

the general direction of agricultural industry, tht Ww the | 

kinds of produce the growers were able ‘to ‘send "ifito | 
market ? 
What i8'the canse of this great ehdnce 7 Is itthe whe 20t | 

midge and the rust which Pave alnost difven the whew 
plant from Canada? ‘Is it the ruinous husbandry of ‘the 
French Canadian which has so exhausted his’ lund that it 
can no longer supply the wants of the wheat evap and 
minister to its healthy orowth 2° Or is it gone observed 

alteration in the climate whieh has rendered the cdunty 
unpropitions at once to the wheat, and to'the Indian €oth ? 
[las the culture of wheat been expélled f pt from 

many mortgages sales, 

! 

e
e
 

forey: th 
shores of the Saint Lawrence, or can it again’ be" brotglu 
back ? y 

[ do not dwell on these topics, but I retury to the wheat 
crop of Mew. Branswick, 

in Mi Wilkinson's concluding Report onthe Railway, 
between Saint John and Shediac, it 18 stated Wh 0% fhe 
“ wheat crop was formerly certain and abundant inthe 
“valley oi'the Kennebeceasis. It on sufficient not merely | 
“ for the pro ducers, but a large surplus was anupally seht 
“to market, in appearance and quality s rj Ssifg the best 
# ten in imported. + The soil now refuses fo' bring 
“this crop to m wturity, just ‘as ithis found to dy-in‘the 
“ older paris of the United States, where sunilar exhanstion 
“ has taken place.” 

It is certain that the banks of the Ke nneheccs ui dombt | 
now produce so much wheat as formerly; an that'the 
raising of wheat has ceased to be cewain or profitable in | 
many of the older States of the: Amencan Union. So far | 
the above extract is correct. But the crops of 1849 hnve 
shewn that the sol of the I ennebeccasis still phssosses the | 
power of “bringing this crop to maturity.” AViiatever may 
be the case in Lower Canada therefore, (if the midob and 

1 

the rust can ba conquered) there 1s still hope, when k A | 

t1 sons favour and the hushandey is properly adap'ed tothe 
soils, that New Brunswick may recover from the depression | 
under which its wheat crop has during the last few years | 
been labouring. What the agricultural adaptions are, 
which the present condition of the soils demand, will be | 
adverted to in a subsequent part of this Re port, 

3. I'he Potath Disease here, as elsewhere, hig confi ss- 

ne Th sett 

and very. much retarded the agricultural progress of 
But like the wheat inidge and the rust, this in- 

fection has nor been special to New Brunswick, among the | 
American Provinces, and States ; nor can jt be ce ssid od 

a valid eause for diskatistiction with his’ own homestead, 
or a reason why the New Brunswick farmer should forsake’ 

it, ‘and flee to other countries in search’ of rote Portile | d 
fields. ; 

My own persuasion. has long been, that this dise ade, in 
its most grievous form, would be only limited nits 
duration. Its severity has‘now, it is to be hoped, in a great | 
measure been allaged, and the prodace of the, potato Crop. 
this year in:New Brinsividk seems to hold out the p promise. 
of a' well-founded renewal ‘of that confidence in this root, 
which has hitherto formed the basis of many of the Turngrt 
ho important plans and calculations. 
~In'régard to the various'maladies of the whedb anil pofaté 

eraps, it ig to be'observed; that the easier why ‘they hate {i 

| 
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been able to learn, 

14) ing ops 

increased ‘sales, so 

¢ 30 as to-pay labourers ; but ois it is now, they are para- 

lyzed, aud the circulating mediam 8 1e coun
try 18 con- 

stantiy drained, and sent abroad o purchase articles 
| “svhich ean.be produced at home ; eid our lumberers cat 
“ foreign produce, and are induced to do so by’ ftee trade 

bJ 
] iation. 

[0 regerdy o the imports of provisions, so far as 1 have 
they are owing-- 

1. In the case of sall provisions; t o the fact that the beef 

pork now raised. in the Colony is of an inferior quality, 
carce ly the salt, and cannot compele in 

for shippit g pt with the beef and pork produced in 
cértain parts of the United States. © The remedy for this 

importation is to improve the quality of the fiat stock which 
nded for the purpose of curipg, 

of ripe A, to the failure of this grain in New 

Brunswick, owing to the attaeks of the-midge and rast. — 

1{ these evils be overcome, enough of Spring wheat at least 

may be grown:1o supply thie home market. 
3a AN The case of i "0 oh alen flour, to the extravagant habits 

of the lumberers, who have .always been.accustomed to 

spperfinn flonr, and to the, pre jud lce among bther parties 
against flonr mannfactived ip the Provincia I wnlls, The 

ere for this importation is te eucauiage more’ the con- 

sumj ption of oat-mea] and of baekwheaty, until the growth 

quality 
ITposes 

e int 
al ~ 

o> In Lh Case 

Of on e_ wheat increases agama, and patronise the pro- 

vine 1g} mills in preference .to those of Rochester and 

I da not advert to the politi cal part:of this question.— 
Buf if the compar; Ae © produstivens of the soil of New 

Brunswiclk, as representy d 1p a prece ding part of this re- 

port (Tables IV.and VV.) be correct, andaf the rate of wages 

oiven in Tables XXXVI and X XIX. are to be depend- 

"ed upon, this Province cought, to be lp a to compete suc- | 

| : 9 ! 1 
| CORB ully with the U nited State S fa Irn 18, anda te drive them 

fron 1 its hon nara 3. i bel ligve hat il Htc Nore Kill, 

Bord Ly and determination ainong i@ananolersg or Luis 
Nd \ in Fe A ! es . : . ho = 5 

I TOV 1{ AQ, CONDI ul W 1th | HGH e 13) LH 2 , vh ould rcll- 

der unnecessalry the dis CRERION evel ol restr tive fis C il 

reculations, thi 4590p) on oft which coudd not il to produce 
= 

an eqao0irv ve 2 WOU rable to 11 North Am AGRI Laon 3 
. 1] 3 p 4 H - " $ 

at. a time od he nN they ale comp aining 82 loudly of the 1lh- 

be ral tari of the U pnited States, and of the tw uty per 
! ol 4 ob & | hd A 

gent, duty levied r them on the agri aitarad prof tions 
# ip ’ $Y : IT y Xin : 

of Canada, few by i and INovazDcotia, 
M1 vos 1 have considered. in t} 

() Ue Vs rons clucums tance NJ 1a VL CONBIUCTC In nny 

nresent and the pr CRO rch ¥ ine TS, Bt veral aave no donbt 

had much influence in rendering the agricultoral body less 

Pros pf 2TOMS, th 3 dd IE witural 1 LC eo past “33 figentia N and 

the ao renitar 1 FYPHRVPRS RA { 3.01 LOC 8011 4085 appreeinted in 

Nes “Brunswick, than undaer 1uerc favourable conditions 

they Shee und ubtgdly have been, But it will’ be sec: 

th it ali the: SC Cire nasi nes are independent ol 
au : { xtrine 

sic tothe natuzal capabilities, of the soil itself, and that 

they do not in reality deterwane or permanently interfere 
with the natural adaption of the Province us a beld for 
agric ultural exertion. 
The lamb er trade m: ay be put miler proper res rants — 

the produce markets may bo | HADED be 
profbly employed by all who desire to farm nore largely 

aioration {ined ) the P OVE , $0. far as it isto be regret- 

te i. may cease=—the wheat midge ihe ¥list, and the potato 
disease may all disappear : The. diremistances of the far- 
mer’ would no-dsubt ba improved by such changes, but the 

naturgl capabilities of the soil and Province woul | be still 
intrinsically the sane, | 
Now whilst fhesa varied circumst: 

ag L have : said, pore or less injuriqusly, upoa the, intere 
& i firmer, it has been very satisfactory to BIC own mind, 

as disposed joe to take npop the whole a less unfa- 
oa Vidw of their, evil influg ences—ibat the unanimons 

| reply ta all my inguitics, in gver y. part of the Province has 
been, " Jot those. whe have ean/ Uiemaglocs to their furr:- 

pérations alone, und have beep ordinary ski) he Mi - 

Ve 1l- -— NY ir ay 

ces have been acting 
Ss 
EE J 

BO. seriously affected New Brunswick, has ois thit so? 
any of “its ‘inhabitangs. Were Hew othe cotAfry, were still, 

8 and prudent, | have m no case wilod | RA 1° lo do well. 

thé’ midst, and in spite of ¢ these evils s therefore, there is syllt


