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EUROPEAN & 'NORTH AMERICAN RAILWAY.

One of the newspaper cditors in the lower regiong—we
mean of thé Province—thinks that no portion of the press
in New Brunswick should throw cold water on this under-
taking without furnishing sufficient data to show that it
cannot be erected, or that if erected it would not pay, and
that all who'do not show themselves favonrable to the pro-
Ject are erther too lazy to inform themselves on the subject
ortoo prejudiced to listen to rcason. We entertain the

~opinion that the people of this Province have a right to be

informed on all inatters connected with this great underta-
king, before they are plunged headlong into debt ; and any
portion of the press have a right 10 express their fears and
ask what questions they think proper, in order that the
whole subject may be fairly and openly. canvassed, and
the advantages and disadvantages laid bare to the public.
In our opinion it should be the duty of that portion of the
press favourable to the undertaking to state fairly and
candidly the probable cost of the road, the estimated num-
ber of passengers and the quantity of freight to be carried
anpually over the line, with something like an argument in
support o: the estimate so made. The question has been
frequently asked, what 1s te make this a paying line ? and
so far the answers received have beenabout as explicit and
as much to the purpose as that given by an editor out west
when asked the state of the grain market in that part of
the world, he said corn was sixty cents a bushel and rye
three pecks. We are told that 120,000 passengers and
60.000 tons of freight will be earned over this line annu-
ally, but we are not told where the passengers or freight
are to come from. Let us however read a little from a
report.  In a speech at the public meeting lately held in
St. John, Moses H. Perley, Esq., gave the following esti-
mates :—
Cosr.

210 miles of Railway, at £30,000 per mile is ~ $6,300,000

Interest on this sum at 6 per cent.,
"CRAFFIC.
120000 passengers at 3 cent$ per mile, or
$0,30 for each passenger,
90,000 tons of freight at 3 cents,

£378,000

$756,000
$378,000

%1,134,000
Off, 50 per cent for expenses and wmainte-
nance, - - - . - £567,000
Net Income, - - £567,000

Deduct Intercst on cost, as above, - - $378,000

$£189,000

To this Mr. P’erley adds a jarge suin for transportation
of mails, &e. We shall say nothing here of the number
of passengers mentioned, but we must be allowed the privi-
loge of asking if it is reasonable to suppose that the freight
can possibly amount to half a ton to each individual in the
counties through which the line will pass? he sets down
the number of inhabitants in those counties. at 120,000,
and to each he allows half a ton of freight, mnaking 60,000
tons annnally. Now we ask where this freight is to come
from? what is it to consist of ? and where is it to go to?

Clear profit per annum,

These are simple questions, but we consider it of great
moment to have them properly answered at the present
time. No man in his senses can suppose that merchants
1 the United States will have their freight landed at Hali-
fax and carried over this line at an increased expénse,
merely for the sake of gaining three or four hours; and
we doubt much if many passengers will leave a comforta-
hle steam ship, to set up all night in a rail car for so tri-
fline a gain In ume,

The Hcad Quarters argues in favour of this rail way,
from the fact that similar undertekings have succeeded in
the United States and in Europe ; but let us Jook at the
difference between a rail road in either ofthose places and
New Brunswick. In the United States they run from one
great city to rnother thronghont the union, and an immense
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the whole line of the contemplated road, or any thing likely"
to create a trade to the extent, or any where near it, men
tioned by the friends offel;e line, It weare mistaken we
wish to be set right, thege are many like us who belicve
that the people of New Brunswick are being madly driven
into the adoption of thigscheme to gratify the ambitions
views of a few designing men. We have before, stated
that in our opimon if any benefits are to be derived from
the building of this road, the Americans will reap them.—
We have never seen any arguments yet that could lead ue
to believe that New Brunswick 13 to be a_gainer by estab-
lishing such a hine, they are based on wrong premises and

calculated to mislead the public. New Brunswick cannot

be compared with Massachusetts, or New York, or even

Maine, in building and subporting rai] roads, and if nothing

more tangible can be offered in favour of the line in ques-

tion than has yet been brought forward, we fear the friends

of the cause are doomed to disappointmert.

PROVINCIAL POST OFFICE,
As the time is fast approaching whén the affairs of ofir
Provincial Post Office are to be under the controul of the
Executive, would it not be well to enquire if the compli-
cated and expensive machinery of this Department might
not be simplified, and a great saving of time and money
be effected? It is well known that two-thirds or more of
the time now occupied by Post Masters or Clerks in atten-
ding to the duties of their respective offices, is tuken up
in keeping and making out accounts. On the arrival of a
Mail the letters and papers must be assorted, the paid and
unpaid compared with the hills, and entries of each made
in books kept for that purpose. Accounts haveto be made
out monthly ana quarterly and transmitted'to the General
Post Office; and in dispatching a mail still more forms have
to be gone through with ; the letters must be rated and
stamped, and separate accounts of the paidand unpaid let-
ters and papers are kept with every Post' Office to which
they are sent, and mouthly and quarterly returns made to
the General Post Office as before. . These forms under the
present system are of course necessary, but they are ex-
pensive ; and as they oceupy a ereat deal of time on ‘the
arrival of each wmail, the public must wait for their letters
untii they are gone through with. - It may also be said that
when the reduced rate of postage comes into operation
the business will be so much increased that unles: come
new arrangements are made more clerks will be reqnired,
and of course the expenses of the department increaszed.
Now it appears to us that if an Act was passed by ‘the
different Legislatures in these Colonies that all Provineial
letters and papers sent through the Post oflice must be
prepaid, and a stamp affixed to each, the dificulties we
1ve mentioned above would be avoided. These stamps
could be furnished by«the Provincial Secretary and for-
warded for sale to Postmasters or otheiz, in cvery

Cvery C,‘kr.‘.',

town and village 1 the Provinee, with these persons ac-
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returns made of the money received and the number of

stamps on hand ; these would be all the
on Provineial Jetters and papers, and the whol

are 1ssued by the Post Master General, to his ‘office,)
| could be easily attended to by one person.

of pre payment should be adopted, the whole thing would
be simple indeed. On the arrival of a mail all that wonld
be necessary would be to stamp the letters and deli

distribute them at once.

department carried on with Jess expense, and the publ
accomnmodated much better than at present.
nefit would certainly arise from the introduction of this
system, the department would sustain no loss on letters
and papers sent to the dead letter office. We have no
means of ascertaining the number usually sent to that . of-
fice annually, but to judge from the number we have seen

mailed at the office here, the loss sustained in this way

upon, there is nota manufactory that we are aware of along 3 Meax Taivas.—-

counts should be kept, and dt the end of everv onarter |
b f 4 i

rewurns necessary |
e of the Post |
Office accounts and revenues eonnected with them would i ‘
then be returned to the Secretary’s ofiice, (or if the stamps |
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PRTYAE " ‘ of his age, leaving dn affectionate wife and ten chillarenr to' mdurn
Post Masters would be relieved | their bersavments Mr. /T
. . b : | Baptist Chureh : also.a Somn. of Temperance

a1 oreat deal of oCcess ronhle ¢! nsiness of t | 1).lpl:_:w Chureh J.ml aiso d.b(m pe, o
of a great deal of unnece: sary trouble, the business of ‘]”'g ness he was perfectly resigned to the will of God, He et his
e l‘.-“"';‘.‘ii) with perigct trapquility and \gﬁxh strong ceufidence in, his
Another be-|
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i*a mean (hing to borrow your

neighbour’s paper, when you are tog stingy § ome of
your own. - 1’ > 23S, :’ L3488 .iﬁ R

‘Tt is a mean thing to subscribe for a newspaper and
never pay for iLS€R 208 - ¥ O B REEY

It is a mean thing to steal the Exchanges from an Editor's
Sanctum. r ‘

It is a mean thing to look over an Ediior?s abqaidcer whén-

he is writing, but meaner to wateh him when he is seissor-
g, |

Its a mean thing to r'eié\d what you may find written ina
newspaper office. 19 o4
Mavame Woop, THE % Maéic Query.—Ths eelebra-
ted lady styled bv 'some of t¥e American papers, the
“ Magic Witch” performed last evening in tie Hall of the
Mechanics’ Instiiute bpre a large arnd respectable au-
dience. 'Her Performanees are truly wonderful, eqalling,

fi5e 2 }

if not surpassing' those'" of the celebrated 8ignor Blitz.—

We quite agree with the Connccticut Courier'thot she may
thank her lucky stars she did pot flourish in the memorable
era of Salem Witchcraft—for she had clse'bcen hungasa
veritable witeh, without benefit of Clergy.

The Fredericton Reporter in speaking of Madaine Wood'

SaVs 1—

“This is a young:married Lady of prepossessing appear-
ance, accompanied by:her husband, and her performances
in the Signor Blitz style, are fully equai, i not superior to
that celebrated wizzard, or of the Fakir of Ava.”

{77 She performs again this evening.

RaiLway MeeTiyg.—We observe by a St. Joha paper,
that a large meeting was held in the Court House. in that
City, to hear the report of the Delegates to' the Portlaud
Convention. . T'he Hon, John Robertson was called to the
Chair, and Messrs. W. R. M. Burtis and T. W. Anglin
acted as Secretaries. Seyeral Resolutions were passed,
which were introduced,and sgeonded by lengthy and ani-
mated speeches. . The meeting fully approved. of the mea-
sures adopted by the Railway Convention— Resolved thaz
the’ Rai)way ought te be made, would be possible, and
must be. made, and, that the Executive Committee open
books, take subseriptions for Stock, upon the understand-
ing that the same s to be. considered as.one undertuking
froin the East of Nova Seojinto Brngor, the shares to be
$100 each, payable by amnunl instalments, extending over
five years, Now, itisqot probable that the legislature of
Nova Seotia wil} grant & Charter to a road. which will ran:
such a short distance through that Province, and not even
commence at Halifax, ; Again, are not the majority:of the:
people in favour of the line. from; Halifax . to Digby or
Annapolis. At a reeent meeting of the -Railway Com-
mittee 1n Halifax, the western rouie was the general favou-
rite, and the umversal opinion was, that if Halifax was not
fixed upon as the termunas, the line through Nova: Scotia
would not be constacted. = How the means are to be raised
to build the New Brunswick pertioh of the line, is still a
mystery. The fact is, if the St John people will have a
Rail Road, the chegpest easiesty and-surest way for them
to obtain it, is by vuilding a brahech frem the City 1o she
St. Andrews and Quebee Railroad, at -or near the north
west branch ofithe Digdeguash River: which may be
done within the distance; of fifty. miles;: and thereby seb
cure all the advantagesthey desire~St Andrews Standard .

‘Them’s our sentiments«prezackly.~-{Fn. 'Sext.

T IRavviey,

On Saturday the 2ith inst, by the Rey. George Osser, Frep
Christian Baptist Minister, Mr. Amos Dichenson 2nd, of Wakefield
to Tane, serond daughter of Mr. Samiérel Hayden, of Brighton

[ The Kditor tenders hisadknowledgcments for a generous s 1+
of the Brudal Loaf} | '

At the residence of the Bride's fatheryat Windsor, on the 14l
inst., by the Rev. J. Marshall;, Wesleyan Minister, Mr. Thomas
rederick Knight, Merchant of Halifax. and second soh of the
Rev Richard Knight, Chairman of the New Brohswick Wes!evan

| District, to Mary Augusta, eldest danghter of the: Rev.: Matthew
and i Richey

. D, President of the Conference of the Wesleyan Me-

If the system | thedist Church in Canada.
- - L™ WVENeld

TR R TN T
BRI TS, A SR TN

o Died.

On Wednesday 21stinst., Mr. Amasa Turney, in'the 54th vear
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. was fur seine titne a member of the
During his sick-

Heavenly Father, he bid this world adieu. His remains weré 1n-
terred in a most respectable manner by the Order of the Song of
| Temperance, :
| At'the residence of Mr. "Phomas Colins'in this villace, on Wed-
| nesday lost, Patrick McCusker in the (€0th year of his age. He
was a native of Ireland, and for a.number of yeass in the employ
of Mr. Charles Long of Kingselear.
e —
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A M EETING of the Dipectors. af the W oodstock Mechanics’
| LA Institute will be held in the HALL on Monday evening the
2nd Septemberat 712 o'cloek. A full meeting is requested.
By Order *' -
VML T BAIRD, Seerctary.

 NOTICR.

A GENERAL MEETING of the Members and all othe: pérsons
JFXanterested in'the CA RLETONCOUNTY AGRICULTU RAL
SCCHITY asrequestodidt the' I\ Jechanies™ Instituté)” on 'Friday
next, the 30th inst.; nt 4 olcleck. 12.,M ., to cqusider of; and adapt
a List of Premipms {oy; competition at the Anpwal Show in Octobe r
next. ; ; i Order‘ LAt ; .

: WS TR DIBBLEE, Sécrefary.
Woodstork, Augnst 24¢h, 1356, ~ 7= .

i NI B, i1 10 o1z 290,
ENDERS will be received by either of the Subseri-
bers until Monday the 2nd cay of S'y?}e‘mbcr_ next &z‘u noar

. : from persons willing to undertake the inside finishigg of the Pres.

We should like to have the opmion of some of our con-|ivterian Chuvehi i wmwggﬁ:@c(;@hg to M,&'ﬂ agdt sp:mﬁm,.

] ] i i ' : ion., t seen i r. Hugh Mcl.ean’s store, in Woodstock.

temporaries before going mrthgr into this subject. ’ 0"**3 g:chqu\rtvil}g bel:l.(:!:-lujred,:'fqr theodue performance of the
work: ‘ : sl il A opw S e 4o '

o ~_JAMES ROBERTSON,

- T RUGH MEEEAN,
: 1 Weodstoek, ‘August®2dth 1850, 20T 4
: : : : oo b
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trade i3 carried on between these cities ; manufacturies of
different kiads are in operation in all those places, and
along the lines, creating at once both trade and travel ; but
what have we to create a trade in these Provinces ? what
kind of freight will be carried on the line between Halifax
and Calais? where are our manufacturies ? or what is to
give an impetus to trade along this line, that it should be
compared to any in the United States? 'T'ake for instance
the roads in Massachusetts, there the freight is given as
1 3-4 tons ‘o each inhabitant, but 18 it argued that this is
the local traffic of the State ? does she not trade with every
State in the Union, and nearly ali the world beside ? the
produce of her manufaeturies is brought to Boston, and by
rail way sent to all parts of the Union, and by ships to al-
most every country in the world, a return trade as a matter
of course is tre consequence, hence her great rail road
traffic. But we have nothing of this sort to build our hopes

must amount to a large sum, $ak

A register of money letters |
would stil] have to be kept, and we are also aware that the%
plan. we have mentioned (it adopted) could sot be exten-

ded to English and American letters and  papers, but as

the English mail arrives but weekly in summer and' semi-

monthly in winter, the time required to keep the accounts

of these and the American letters would be but trifling.—

The great saving of time, labour and expense, would be

en our Provincial mails. i

Auguse 27th, 1860,

We are satisfied that if these few hints are matured by
some wiser head, a system will be adopted through these
Provinces at once simple and satisfactory to all concemned,

. L

¥

(& Lord Elgin is to be recalled from Canada. Juord
Harris is to speceed him.. ) 18 ¥ |

i
g - . & &

% Cemmaltce.

0

a4

o P Tl NS s bR oo oIS, 5 i RS b




