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___ AGRICULTURE.
{From the Albany Cnltin: )

HOW SHALL OUR WORN-OUT FARMS B

. RESTORED TO FERTILITY ‘o
DITORS OF THE CuLTIVATOR—A fow ¢

enterprisiug, inquiring young farmer, asked mi .th?::x::

tion—-“ How shall I bring up my poor old farm 2"—As

Iﬂ}:in question is eften asked me, and being parsuaded that
there are mang gotug farmers scattered about, who really
wish to be tol h the o

} ld how to go to work with the means im-
mediately within their reach for the improveme t::f t}:zr
land, I shall now atterpt to give the substahce of my
reply to the young farmer, so Far varying it as partly to
answer the general question propounde& at the head of
this communication. To advanced farmers, my remarks
may be quite common place, but it should ever be borne
in mind that there are those behind that want to come|
along up. ’ |
I am aware that the coursel am now about toadvocate
for the renovation of our worn-out lands, involves, what
if you please, may be called a good deal of hard work :
but, for wise reasons, it is our allotment, i any and all
the varieus walks of this life, to be beset with difficulties
that must be surmounted, and to reap our most substan-
tial advantages and enjoy our choicest pleasares, only as
the reward of patient and strenous exertion. To all such
as are unwilling to use the means within
the improvement of their soil, because ther
it, I would say :—You are not fit to farm it here in New
England, at least, and it would be better
all concerned, that you should immediate
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pleasure of giving 1t a clean thorough skinning.

uestion very naturally arises here, which I willnot now
3iscuss,—Whether a diligent and careful husbandry of
the means for making manure, and a liberal application
of that manure to the soil, is not, in' the long run, the
casiest, as well asthe most agreeable and profitable course
of farming in this land of barrenness ?

Much of our soil, under a long course of wearing tillage,
has been deprived of its vegetable matter ; and in supply-
ing this material, we also supply valuable inorganic ele-
ments which are containex therein. We are led by
observation to conclude that the presence of vegetable
mould is a grand essential to fertility; we find that
nature, every where, in making her choicest soils endows
ther liberaily in this respect; its presence makes the
soil more perweable to heat and moisture and more re-
tentive of the same ; it keeps land from packing down
too hard, and helps the roots of plants to penetrate and
range about at pleasure,—to find that genial air, and
health-giving water and pasture; which cause the crops
to mature into bountiful harvests. The absorbent and
retentive properties of vegetable matter, make its presence
desirable in the compost heap, also ; for there it imbibes
and retains those liquids and gasses ofthe manure, which
too many of our farmers, from negligence, or the want of
a proper appreciation of their value, permit to run to waste.
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and the shape of the ground will admat of it. A layerof’
muck a foot deep may in the fall be spread over the cellar
bottom, and when enough manure has accumaulated under
the scuttles in the stable floor to make a coat over the
muck of 7 or 8 inches, the same may be spread. Then
another epat of muck and manure, as before, and 8o on.
If it can be socomtrived as to get a year’s stock of mariute
aheadﬁthe compost may lay in the cellar till after haying,.
and then, at leisure, be carted ows into large compact
heaps on the field where wanted. The heaps should be
nicely laid up toprevent unnecessary loss by evaporation..
The most ger&ect way of composting muck, and, on
the whole, about as cheap a way as any, is 1o have the
planks of the cattle stalls just long ensugh forthe animals
to stand up or lie down upen, and immediately behind
them let there be a trench, feur inches deep and fiftern
or eighteen inches wide. Into this trench, each morning,
put a suitable quantity of muck, aud all the liquid and
solid excrements from the animals will falt upon it, and
the whele, when thrown out, will be theroughly inter-
mingled. In this way, a very much larger proportion of
the muek can be used than any other, because all parts
of it come into immediate and intimate contact: with the
manure-droppings, warm from the stock, and a powerful
actien at onoe takes place. A warm place may be pre-.
vided in or abeut the bam to hold a number of loads at
a time of the muck, and then it can be taken up on a
wheelbarrow,. and deﬁ»osited in the trench.. This may by
some be called extra labor ; but it comes at'a season of
the year when it can be done about as well as not, and
a compest thus prepareds will produce extra-good, crops,
wherever applied. I did this kind of work with my own
hands two winters ; I found that it toek, on' an average
half an hour longer, each' morning, to do the ¢ ¢hores,’”
gg%f also found, in the spring, that my manure heap was

Jdnuch larger and better. by the.
eompost :nay still be made'in ){ne trench. T thiow ..

at stable windows, in the usual way.. In this case, it
would be a matter of economy, in the long run, to build
a shed-range in front of the stable windows, to protect
the manure from bleaching by storms, or evaporation by
SUA.
If the idea of a trench seemstoo particular and notional
2 mode of farming, the planks of the stable floor may be
laid with an. opening of one-half inch between them, and
s0 arranged that they can readily be taken up, and a
layer of muck of 2 or 2 feet deep thrown under, to catch
‘and hold the urine from the stables In the spring, this
will be foundi te be-strong and good. The solid manure
may be throwms out at the windows and afterwards mixed
Witfl mwek, in the yard or in tfie field. It in the field, it
is a good way to draw the muck to the spot where want-
ted, and drop it in two winrows, as long as the heap is to
be when done, with a space say ot 6 or 8 feet between
the winrows. Spread into this space, of the muck from
| each side, a snitable layer, and then drive up tothe ends
with the manure, and throw en a layer of it. Then
another evat of muck and of menure andi so on; until the
heap is-about five feet high,—the last layer being of muck
Tivo parts of muck may be used to one of manure. The
eap shiould be laid up as lightly as pessible, in order to

So we see, that by gathering up the waste substances on
our farms that are rich in vegetable matter, and mixing
them with the excrements of our farm-stock, we not only
return to our tillage fields an important deficiency, but
with it, we also carry on rich fertilising salme matters,
' which would otherwise too often be lost. In other words,
there are means within our reach, by which we may
more than double the quantity, without detriment to the
quality, of our manure.

The first material I shall name, is swamp muck. The
farmer who has an abundaace of mouck at%is command,
who nnderstands how to manage it, and is willing to go
'at itresolutely, may be sure of making his land productive.
[ know several men who, in a very few years. have added

ous and thorpugh system of muck-composting. To
manage muck to the best advantage, the arrangements
for draining the swamp should be so complete, that men
and cattle need not work up to their knees in mud and
water. This being done, a quantity of the muck may be
ot ont into heaps on dry ground, to be used when wanted
It pays well te keep two years stock beforehand in these
heaps. The atmosphere will act favorably upon the
muck, and it will be lighter to handle and draw ; it will

‘| algo crumble down to a fine powder, mix up better with

the manure, and morer completely absorb its liguids and
gasses. It 1s also well to get a year aliead with the com-
post, for by giving it more age and ripeness, the gasses
of the manure will all be developed and absorbed by the
mack, and retained in the form of salts; and that, in turn,
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much mere effective upom the crops. .
A bamn cellarfor the reception of the compost should

{ by alf means be had, if fhe constraction of the buildings

barn to bamn, and filled them too, as the result of a vigor- | pre

h

Kromotv fermentation. It shoulik not be too high, for the
bottom: eourses will not decompese, if too much com-
pressecl.

In the spring, the Barn yard and sheds should receive
a good coat of muck, which should be occasionally plowed
‘and worked over, and carted out in the fall, and another
'coat supplied. Each eow, yarded at night through the
sumsaer and fall, will prepare for nse at Teast six loads of
muck. The borders or one end of the yard may be the
highest, so as te'afford a dry place in a wettime, or there
may be another yard for such times. Ththe yard is very
large, it may be well todivide off a part of it for summer
puse; so as to coneentrate the cattle drop;’ngs and lessen

their exposure to evaporation. 1 find that the eompost

arex under sheds, 18 much stronger than that made

in the open vard; ami I strongly suspeet that it would be
economy to have more shed room than most of us do

The hog-yard must not be neglected. I possible, it
should be so located as to receive-the horse manure, and
the washings from the house. Muck sheuld be added
at snitable intervals, amd the hegs will stiow a specimen
 of workmanlike and thoreugh composting,—paying par-
ticular attention to tossing about the horse manure, and
'mixing it with the othier materials, so astopreventinjnry
‘from burning.. Horse-manure, if left in a Reap by itself,
becomes almost worthless by over-heating.

Muck and unleachied ashes, in the proportion of fouror
five bushels of the latter to a-half cort?' of the former, isa
good compost. T have never failed' of raising large,
sound, mealy potatoes with a dressing of this kind liber-
ally spread upon a fight warm loam. This mixture also
‘makes a capital' dressing for grass ground.

i Muck and good frésh lime, in the proportion of five

cords of the former to a hogshead of the latter, (my hogs-
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