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irritation or resentment upon the features of the
atranger. He seemed a little taller, to be sure,
andithe carriage of his head might have appear-
ed/to them rather more erect. He walked to
the table at which they were sitting, and with
that air of dignified calmness, which is a thou-
sand times more terrible than wrath, drew a
card from his pocket, and presented it with per-
{act civility to the offender, who could not de
Jess than offer his own in return. While the
stranger unclosed his surtout, to take the card
from his pocket, they had a glance at th> un-
dress coat of a military man. The card dis-
closed his rank, and a brief inquiry at the bar
was sufficient for the rest. He was a captain,
whom ill health and long service had entitled
to half pay. I[n earlier life he had been engage
in several affairs of hionor, and, in the dialect of
the fancy, was a dead shot.

The next morning a note arrived at the ag-
gressot’s residence, containitg a challenge in
form, and one only of the melon seeds. The
trath then flashed upon the challenged party—
it was the challenger’s intention to make three
bites at this cherry, three separate affairs out of
this unwarrantable froliec! The challenge was
accepted, and the challenged party,in deference
to the challenger’s reputed skill with the pistol,
had half decided upon the small sword ; but his
{frievds, who were on the alert,soon discovered

jat the captain, sho had rsen by his mernt
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ing mansion, I saw a front windew in the se-
coud etory softly raised, and a white hand seem-
ed tobeckon me to approach. Wondering who
it could be, and what wa#s wanted [ darted
through the front gate and was under the win-
dow.

“ Ts that you Charley ?”’ asked one of the
sweetest voices youa ever dreamed of hearing.—
[ was surprised—astonished—as you willreadi-
ly believe, considering the lateness of the hour;
but T was pretty well convinced that it was me,
and nobody eise, so I replied—

“Yes here T am !”

And there [ was trembling like a sky-sail pole

in a gale of wind. And then came the response
to my answer—

“ Well, [ am ready !”

What do you think of that, coming as it did
from a young lady at that hour of the night ?—
fitting time for a revelation of horrors ! Ready'
what could she mean, [ wasthunderstruck.

Ere my curious speculation assumed any de-
finite shape, the unseen lady lowered the end
of a rope ladder to the ground, seemingly invit-

ing me to ascend ; but I tell back aghast. How-
ever, | was spared the agony of a refusal. 1saw

in an instant that the lady was about to descend
to the ground ; I saw her suspended between
heaven and earth. Oh! how 1 wished that the
ropes might give way, so that I might have an
opportunity of catching her in my arms. Bat

chant who had justsetup in business. He was
forbidden the house, and, as a natural conse-
quence, the lovers planned an elopement. She
was to be ready on a certain night, and he was
to give notice of his whereabouts by whistling
the tune ¢ Oh, no, 1 never,” &ec.

Well there was no law against whistling, and
at the appointed hour 1 happened to be near the
lady’s residence, and whistling my favorite tune,
which chanced to be the signal agreed uppn by
the lovers. It was thus that she mistook me for
her lover, whose name was Charles.

To make a long story short, I accompanied
them to their place of destination, and saw the
lovers united in the holy bonds of matrimony.

The rest of the night was passed in rejoicing,
and the next morning I called upon the lady’s
parents—gradually imparted the news to them
—received their forgiveness for the lovers, saw
them reconciled, and, agreeable to the request
of the newly married couple have made their
house my home ever since—but never shall

forget the kisses I received by reason of the
‘“ Maiden’s Mistake”

 Sire, one word,” said a soldier one day to
Frederick the Great, when presenting to him a
request of a brevet of heutenant. “ If you say
two,” answered the prince, “ I will have you
hanged.” “ Sign,” rephed the soldier. The
monarch, surprised at his presence of mund,
 immediately granted his request.

Did yon ever see a plain miss that forty thou-
sand dollars would not make decidedly hand.
some *

Did you ever know a person who paid promyp-
ly for his paper to find fault with 1t?

Did you ever know of a politician that was
not one of the people decidedly, before election
and himself after 2

Did you ever know a man going down hilt’
that every body was not desirops of kicking,—

and in going up the same ones just as desirous ¥

of hanging en to his coat tail?

Did you ever know of a place on the habit-
able globe, where you could not find a Yankee?

Did you ever know a man to throw a stone at
a brother, if he waited to divest himself of all
sin ?

Did you ever know a lawyer to take less than
he asked for doing business for you ?

1€ In the following eight lines a question is

asked and answered ; will some of our riddle-

solvipg readers pick them out :—

When sudden storms arise

Will peaceful calms expire ;

You know full well in ashes hid

Stay sparks of kindled fire.

With good intent mark well my mind,
Me-thmks you will some secret find

To answer you I won’t be long,
Nignt is the shade of many a wrong.

He that makes an ass of himself muwt wot
take it ill if other people ride him.
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