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irritation or resentment upon the features of the 

stranger. He seemed a little taller, to be sure, 

andithe carriage of his head might have appear- 

ed ito them rather more erect. He walked to 

the table at which they were sitting, and with 

that air of dignified calmness, which is a thou- 

sand times more terrible than wrath, drew a 

card from his pocket, and presented it with per- 

{act civility to the offender, who could not de 

Jess than offer his own in return. While the 

stranger unclosed his surtout, to take the card 

from his pocket, they had a glance at th> un- 

dress coat of a military man. The card dis- 

closed his rank, and a brief inquiry at the bar 

was sufficient for the rest. He was a captain, 

whom ill health and long service had entitled 

to half pay. In earlier life he had been engage 

in several affairs of honor, and, in the dialect of 

the fancy, was a dead shot. 

The next morning a note arrived at the ag- 

gressot’s residence, containitg a challenge in 

form, and one only of the melon seeds. The 

trath then flashed upon the challenged party— 

it was the challenger’s intention to make three 

bites at this cherry, three separate affairs out of 

this unwarrantable frolic! The challenge was 

accepted, and the challenged party,in deference 

to the challenger’s reputed skill with the pistol, 

had half decided upon the small sword ; but his 

friends, who were on the alert, soon discovered 
jat the captain, sho had risen by his ment 
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ing mansion, I saw a front windew in the se- 
coud etory softly raised, and a white hand seem- 

ed tobeckon me to approach. Wondering who 

it could be, and what was wanted [ darted 

through the front gate and was under the win- 
dow. 

“ Ts that you Charley?” asked one of the 
sweetest voices you ever dreamed of hearing. — 

[ was surprised —astonished—as you will readi- 
ly believe, considering the lateness of the hour; 

but T was pretty well convinced that it was me, 
and nobody eise, so I replied— 
“Yes here I am!” 
And there [ was trembling like a sky-sail pole 

in a gale of wind. And then came the response 
to my answer— 

“ Well, [ am ready!” 
What do you think of that, coming as it did 

from a young lady at that hour of the night ?— 
fitting time for a revelation of horrors !| Ready! 
what could she mean, [ was thunderstruck. 

Ere my curious speculation assumed any de- 
finite shape, the unseen lady lowered the end 
of a rope ladder to the ground, seemingly invit- 
ing me to ascend ; but I tell back aghast. How- 
ever, | was spared the agony of a refusal. 1saw 
in an instant that the lady was about to descend 

to the ground; I saw her suspended between 
heaven and earth. Oh! how 1 wished that the 
ropes might give way, so that I might have an 
opportunity of catching her in my arms. Bat 

chant who had justsetup in business. He was 

forbidden the house, and, as a natural conse- 
quence, the lovers planned an elopement. She 

was to be ready on a certain night, and he was 

to give notice of his whereabouts by whistling 
the tune “ Oh, no, 1 never,” &ec. 

Well there was no law against whistling, and 

at the appointed hour 1 happened to be near the 

lady’s residence, and whistling my favorite tune, 
which chanced to be the signal agreed upon by 
the lovers. It was thus that she mistook me for 

her lover, whose name was Charles. 
To make a long story short, I accompanied 

them to their place of destination, and saw the 

lovers united in the holy bonds of matrimony. 
The rest of the night was passed in rejoicing, 

and the next morning I called upon the lady’s 
parents—gradually imparted the news to them 
—received their forgiveness for the lovers, saw 
them reconciled, and, agreeable to the request 
of the newly married couple have made their 
house my home ever since—but never shall 

forget the kisses I received by reason of the 
‘“ Maiden’s Mistake” 

Sire, one word,” said a soldier one day to 
Frederick the Great, when presenting to him a 

request of a brevet of heutenant. “If you say 
two,” answered the prince, “ I will have you 

hanged.” “ Sign,” rephed the soldier. The 
monarch, surprised at his presence of mind, 
immediately granted his request. 

Did yon ever see a plain miss that forty thou- 
sand dollars would not make decidedly hand. 
some * 

Did you ever know a person who paid promyp- 
ly for his paper to find fault with 11? 

Did you ever know of a politician that was 

not one of the people decidedly, before election 
and himself after 2 

Did you ever know a man going down hilt’ 
that every body was not desirops of kicking, — 

and in going up the same ones just as desirous ¥® 

of hanging en to his coat tail? 

Did you ever know of a place on the habit- 

able globe, where you could not find a Yankee? 

Did you ever know a man to throw a stone at 

a brother, if he waited to divest himself of all 

sin ? 

Did you ever know a lawyer to take less than 

he asked for doing business for you? 

1 €a In the following eight lines a question is 

asked and answered; will some of our riddle- 

solving readers pick them out :— 

When sudden storms arise 
Will peaceful calms expire ; 
You know full well in ashes hid 
Stay sparks of kindled fire. 
With good intent mark well my mind, 
Me-thinks you will some secret find 

To answer you I won't be long, 
Nignt is the shade of many a wrong. 

He that makes an ass of himself muwt wot 

take it ill if other people ride him. , MU 
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THE THREE MELON SEEDN; | alternately, by lot; th: young man had elected | ground she threw her arms around my neck and Phobos com og grees sgh bette 

OR, THE DUELLIST AND THE JOKERS. this mode, thinking that he might win the first | kissed me again and again! Wasn't I happy ? gprs. owes Pre-aptivl rll or h : a vene 
wai . : | fire—he did—fired, and missed his opponent <=} Of course I pressed her to my bosom with a. intends continuing his, 4; ; p ’s wort 

“A Sexton of the Old School,” contributes | The captain levelled his pistol and fired—the | lover's ardor, and returned her kisses with com- o, andiplaging itis ATmoTdanny . & wk, Ou 
the following to the Boston Transcript. . ball passed through the flap of the right ear, and | pound interest. od hat foribninn agen da and 

Three young gentlemen, who had finished arazed the bone; and as the wounded man in-| “Oh! Iam so glad you have come!” mar- The P hg will gw 1 En th lo, 8 
the most substantial part of their repast, were} golgntarily put his hand to the place, he remem- | mured the fair creature, in tones that thrilled mY | unrivafled at rads se _—" rom e, “ 

lingering over their fruit and wine, at an €aling | hered that it was on the right ear of his antago- | heart with delight. © I have taken nothingbut |  . "ho 0 er erpoiions, read 

house, in Loudon, when a man, of middle age | nist that the first mejon seed had fallen. Here | may jewels and ready money, for I have hopes Ran at Th nig. 8 = by hia we Sap oh 

and middle stature, entered the public "oom; | ended the first lesson. A month had passed. — | that a reconciliation will be effected. Ifnot we |, a ors of ral od d Mili sm aro wha 

and of a small unoccupied table, and calling | hear nothing more from the captain when ano- | our own.” po - = op is, of the present « 

the waiter, ordered a simple .mutton chop and | ther note—a challenge of course—and another | « Yes, we will,” I replied in an emphatic man- Paid Bid gio sine 

a glass of ale. His appearance, at first view, | of those accursed melon seeds arriv d with the | yer, for I felt that she was all that mortal man Bhoco: win: sigh iain tig Tod 5 

was not likely to arrest the attention of any one. captain's apology for not sending it before. could desire. I now really thought that I had be produced, by a coup de:mai hich oY ki ag 

{is hair was, geting to be thin and gray; the Again they met—fired simultaneously, and | secured a bride : and then the! jewels,’ ‘money,’ Sotactich: kee; 

axpression of his countenance was sedate, with | 0 oo e0ih who was unhurt, shattered the right | and ‘ reconciliatlon,’ yang in my ears like a din- - wh 
a shigh | h of melancholy ; and he 1 wd : ad 2 : ‘ 2.—THE CELEBRATED Gun TRICK, ~( As 
a shght touch, peraaps, ol melanc om . elbow of his antagorist—the very point npon | ner-bell in a one-eyed tavern. practised on the 20d and 3rd of December, 1851 v 

: v : x ) ’ 
Wea grey ps fo TA 4 _ which he had been struck by the second melon | 4 And now let us hurry away: before we. are | in the Boulevards of Paris.) In the course of fron 

- ied Lr ¢ aaah a gh : offi seed : and here ended the secontl lesson. There | discovered,” suid the lady, takingmy arm and | his wonderful experiment, combining the cha- A ara 
ar. aq pon ne a Ing as 9 i was something awfully impressive in the modus leading the way. No doubt she thought me | racteristics of acoup d'etat and a coup de tete, the i) his 

A esailied "oe " wry man. He MISA) operandi, and exquisite skill of this gntagonist. | very backward, but, to tell the truth, I didn’t spectators will have au opportunity of catching bac 
be taken, plausibly bn ) 'e & country Ma | Phe third melon seed was still in his possession, | know where to direct my steps. Following “the | the bullets in their own heads, $0 28:10 leave no = 

gstrate, or an attorney of limited practice, or a and the aggressor had not forgotten that it had | bent of her inclination,” we passed rapidly up | doubt of the reality of the experiment. WO 

schoolmaster. struck the unoffending gentleman upon the left | the street. TREE vie phe : | ( 

He continued to masticate his chop, and sip | breast! A month had passed—another—and “ Go ahead my beauty, I'm yours till death,” oh anid of 2a wnbiians Mt oft ter 

his ale in silence, without lifting his eyes from | another, of terrible suspense ; but nothing was thought I. But a sad change soon “ came o’er will ad his isd Eo the f Lan me 

the table, until a melon seed, sportively snap- | heard from the captain. Intelligence had been | the spirit of our dream.” Our rapid pace soon sdon ‘Wie M. py; Sa via PONY ¢ 

ved from between the thumb and finger of one | yeceived that he was confined to his lodgings brought us to the gas-light on the corner, and = THE Sat ote Cu : on ligt] go 

-of the gentlemen at the opposite table, struck | by illness. At length, the gentleman who had | th: n, for the first time, she canght a glimps of imitations ofisimanity will 20 eietlrd gprs wil 
him npon the right ear. His eye was nstantly | been his second in the former duels, once more | my features. « The efiect was electrical. She SMRiial rotting: ali oh oi NER smallest 
upon the aggressor; and his ready intelligence | presented himself, and tendered another note, | disengaged her arm from mice, recoiled a few Sth: boosh will hind on too wr n.d 

gathered from the illy suppressed merriment which, as the recipient perceived, on taking it, | paces and murmured : bign dodrend or any other documents at ions He . : : 2 al A n 5 ) ’ 
of the party, that his petty impertineuce was | contained the last of the melon seeds. The « Mercifal heavens ! you are not my Charles.” | hod from their master ’ El 

inentional. note was superscribed in the captain's well 1 Her face was turned towards mine, and never | 5. Tye OFrreras Second Sic ireeM. Louis a 
The stranger stooped and picked up the melon | known hand, but it was the writing ‘evidently | 1.4 T seen weman more beautiful. Her 6998 | Mapoleon wily with thiniwidisné u- polios: 4b a 

seed, and a scarcely perceptible smile passed | of one, who wrote, deficiente manu. There was | =o. of detkind' the starléss nighitthat enshroud- | wuss. read pre Faris pve) pupdry iss: the wel - 

over hig {adtuges, as.ha, corefilly. ympPped, up pe. Uae Solavenity wleo, itr" ie Wenner Of ed us, and expressive of her gifted soul. While session of individuals, and not only tell their an 

"the seed in a piece of paper, and placed itin | him who delivered it. The seal was broken, I gazed upon her, I heard somebody in the di- | thouohts. but h bef h 
his pocket. This singular procedure, with their | and there was the melon seed, in a blank en- i Ee : : thoughts, but transport them, belore they are co 
¢! 4 PRE as’ Ag sl ol Miwiol ioe { erst hd rection of the house we had just left whistling | aware of it, to Cayenne. and other remote re- th 

PREC UATNYPS NPRIPIRAIA GLP: SURIMG, | veiope= TREE WON, 06, WH SNAP an the same tune 1 had bern indulging in a few | gions, for having entertained the opinions which t 
somewhat elevated as they were by the wine | by this?” “ You wil ¢ nderstand, sir, that mv : : i Hn 7 © : ; P 

they had partaken, capsized thew gravity en-| friend fori he is dead!” * | moments before. As I was gbout to make some | his police spy -glass has made him acquainted “ 
a {e Z “ ' o OU — 8 a’ nd : sl ; - ftely 0 gr 4 pe Mr hod rend forgives you—ne 18 ( p— sage remark upon the singular coincidence RY with. | tle 

24 i The lana a A MAIDEN'S MISTAKE : fair companion darted away in the direction o 6.—Tur Escamorace D’one Dame.—Con- | ov 

; wi! whistler No. 2. e whole adventure seemed | gistine : | bh 
he git! b - his coh cb OR A KISSING ADVENTURE. histler No. 2. The whole advent d | sisting of the total disappearince of La Belle ol 

f ssid way ables Brg We preg? a mystesy to me ; and there | stood, wondering | France, under a dictatorial extinguisher. 

218 pri) ‘ : fir . th a va 1 wi ov. Say what you will about it, am ready to take | what would be the next move. The cupofmy | The Tiicks will be accompanied by all sorts 

L By ot a ns ii wi an oath that I never was kissed, so far as I re- | bliss had been overturned. of Airs, performed by a Band of Military In- a: 
1 upon the right elbow. | . ; 

oy P 8 £ ob A h kod member, but once. But that once has not been Five minutes might have elapsed, and then | struments. " 
finite amusement of the other party, he picke nde 0d if vou Wilt x ail " PI b hii re 

from the floor, and carefully deposited with the orgotien, and if you will heave your main yard | the lady made her appearance, leaning upon the aces can only be secared by application to 

Bias ' aback, I'll tell you the story, though it won’tdo | arm of anoble-looking man of about my own age. | M. Louis Napoleon. t 

pa ; x for me to catch you a laughing at it. ey . : ; y 2 

Beis: shabuty-of lnghanc;S tind inten sed It lacked as 2 half an hour of midnight. 1 : wn ee _— in aide pe tw ” yes cama oe agua - 
was soon after discharged, which hit him upon 77 ) ; & 1 i ’ us with pisto siortwoand aco - DUAR, TRel Dip vou Ever '—Did you ever know a great o 

: A : had been on a visit to one of my neighbor's and | the lady took my hand, and looking archly up 8 
the left breast. This also, he very deliberately faire atl dis god LOWS ; man that was a dull boy ? b 

took from the floor, and deposited it with the PB DO a al rar | THY TRON ale SAR oo Dil vod aver soa & thas (RAE She attefied WK 

otlier ive ’ passed by unnoticed—by me, at least, but I| «Will you not accorapany us to the Rev. Mr | h Yn iy pe ve (SEO he 1 N i ” 

: finally got under way for my lodgings. The night | Smith’s residence and see us married. Tae Pom on Poipabl Ra & b. + gd gd 
As he rose, and was engaged in paying for | was cold and nearly starless, and the wind blew | The truth dashed apon my mind in an instant. not grumble that it was not two ; 

bis repast, the saiety of these sporting gentle- | ¢.och from the north; but it did not worry me | The lady was the only daughter of wealthy pa- Did you ever see a handsotne woman that y 

men can y Wig subdued. It om not oe much, for I sauntered along whistling the very | rents, and they were opposed to her lover, con- had to be In ol ree beauty before she was 

to account for this. Lavater would not have | gumiliar tune of ¢ Oh no, I never mention it.” sidering him as 100 poor. 2s he was a young mer- aware of it herself * 

been. able to detect the slightest evidence of Suddenly while passing an aristocratic-look-


