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osuld against it. be of th had vébtred 
to look at both sidés, He believed from what 
he heard yesterday and to-day, that every hon. 
member who spoke was actuated more or less 
by sectional teelings. If the hon. and learned 
member ffom St. John (Hon. Mr. Gray) had 
been retained, he could have made just as good 
a speech against the Bill as he had made in 
favour of it, while the hon. and learned mem- 
ber from Restigouche (Mr. Barbarie) could have 
argued for the resolutions instead of against 
them. He thought the first'question they ought 
10 consider was this :— What benefits should we 
derive from a railway through this Province? 
Well, it would in the first place raise the value 
of lands ; thea it would unite the Colonies ; and 
there was another benefit, it would make us 
better known to the rest of the world. ~ He was 
travelling once in the United States, and a gen- 
tleman asked him where he was from. He 
answered that he was from New Brunswick. 
“ New Brunswick,” said the other, “ that’s down 
th Maine, is it not?” He (Mr. English) said 
no, it was a British Province. “ Oh!” said the 
§ Taisoe, “you mean Canada” He (Mr. 
uglish) said no, and repeated that it was a 

Province. * Well, then,” said the other “ you 
must mean Nova Scotia.” And it was some 
tite before he (Mr. English) could convince 
Mim that there is a Province called New Bruns- 
wick. It made a man feel ashamed to find his 
eountry so little known. He thought that Eng- 
land, viewing this railway as a national subject 
af great importance, ought to have built one- 
third of it~ But as she refused to build any of 
it, and would merely advance the money, hold- 
wg us responsible for the whole cost, 1t was 
certainly our privilege ta cary the line wher- 
ever we thought 1t would pay best. It would 
pay best where there were most people, as the 
way travel was the most profitable. The han. 
mamber from Saint John was wrong in what 
he stated yesterday about the unsettled state of 
wastern New York at the time the Erie Canal 
was commenced. There were mare towns and 
villages than there is now on the contemplated 
route of this railway in New Brunswick, and 
wore people. As to this line paying, we ought 
to take the number of people intoaccount, with 
ihe amaunt each on the average would proba- 
diy expend in a year, in railway travelling ; and 
we had the experience of ather countries to 
guide us Thee were in Canada, to travel 
over this line, about 1,500,000 inhabitants, and 
in'the United States the average amount ex- 
‘pended in travelling on railways was 2s. each. 
Thea, in. reference to the traffic; we should 

. bang down from Canada on the railroad .whats 
ever flour and pork we might want for our own 

mse. ‘He did not think we should have any 
. Ganadian produce drought .over this line for 

© @gportation. Supposing he. was in Montreal 
and purchased ten thousend barrels of flour for 
sxfortation, how would he go to work to get it 
to market? © Supposing the St. Lawrence and 
Atlantic Railway were completed, he would 
telagrapn to Portland to his agent, and enquire 
if thare was any ship there ready to take freight 
to Eagland. Perhaps there would not be any; 
sud in that case the agent would telegraph to 
Boston, where there were always vessels, and 
get one down to Portland, in a day orso. Well, 
the cost of transmitting flour from Montreal to 
Portland would be 1s. 3d. per barrel, and the 
feeight thence to Liverpool would be 1s. 6d. 
more, making’2s. 9d. per barrel from Montreal 
to Liverpool. Then, supposing this line con- 
racted, St. John would be 600 miles distant 

from Montreal, aud Halifax would be 800 miles 
from that city. Flour could not be conveyed 
from Montreal to J{alifax by this line for less 
shan 6s. 3d. per barrel, and he would ask if they 
#uld expect a single barrel of flour ta be car- 
ried aver the line at that rate. Then from Lake 
Erie to Montreal was 600 miles more, while the 
Yistance frou Dunkirk to New York by rellivay 
wag but 475 miles. That wai an excellent rail- 
way, on the broad guage principle, and certain- 
ly the flour would go that way. That line for 
nearly half the distance ran within seven or 
sightmiles of the Pennsylvanian frontier. With 
rospect.to this line, it would pay much better if 
cawvied near the American frontier, as it would 
thn secure the trade of the American settle- 
goats also. He did not think the line would 
pay as a commercial concern : the great beue- 
fill to be derived would be in the increased 
value of the lands, the increase of population, 
aad consequent increase of revenue. He wus 
oaufident, however, that the snow would prevent 
tuo working of the line in the dead of the win- 
tez. Probably the line would be closed three 
months every winter as the cost of keeping it 
o'sar would be very great. He thought it would 
be a long time before the line would pay any- 
thing more than the woiking expenses. If he 
was certain that it would pay the interest after 
having been in operation twanty-five years, he 
would be satisfied. The indirect advantages 
must be placed as a set off against the interest 
the Pruvince would likely be called on to pay 
ior some years immediately following the con- 
st: tion of the read. 

Satwrday, February 28. 

"* Wr. English, on opening the debate this 
p: hing, said ‘he ‘would’ not have risen agdin 
hal be not thought it probable he could throw 
sc uv light on the subject, he having travelled 

a great deal oh railways. Should we build a 
iway and get it into Jlccessiol Bho ion it 

would be a great boon to the country; but if 
they should get the money and squanderit, and 
fail to complete the line, it would be ruinous, 
as we should have no railway our credit would 
‘be ‘gone, and the people would be burdened 
with the interest. He would now set the hon. 
and Jéarned member of the Goverenment (hon. 
Mr. Gray) right in reference to the State of Il- 
linois. That hon. gentleman had read extracts 
from a pamphlet describing the sourees of 
wealth in Mllinois. That pamphlet was written 
by a Mr. Rontoon, a gentleman whom he knew 
well, ‘as he had travelled in company with him 
some two theusand miles. ‘He was a shrewd: 
Yankee, a speculator, and a large landowner, 
and of course if he could attract emigrants to 
that State it would enhance the value of his 
property. But what had Illinois done? . Some 
fourteen years ago the railway fever was pre- 
valent there, and they determined to borrow 
twenty millions of dollars and expend on rail- 
ways. They went to work on two railways at 
once, and a Canal. One of them they never 
finished, and the other they did not carry through, 
but having as they thought finished a part of it 
they set the cars and the locomotive at work ; 
bat they found the line so slightly aid imper- 
fectly built that it was nos fit for use. The 
€anal was eventually finished. Thus matters 
stood. They had spent sixteen millions of dol- 
lars on these public works, and ali but the canal 
proved a failure; they had no moneys coming 
in, and the English capitalists began to press 
them for the money. 
that, for they repudiated, and up to the present 
time they have neither paid anything, whether 
wich Lu interest. The canal was 106 miles 
in length, and passed through the prairi¢ where 
the land was extremely rich. He had passed 
through it, and admired the rich.quality. of the 
soil ; but he remarked that out of the large 
number of men who had been employed ex- 
cavating, he did not believe Soe Muidasd of 
them had settled there ; they had gone else 
where to seek fof work. As to the railway they 
had attempted to work and failed, they had in 
an imperfect manner finished some foity or fifty 
miles ; and there it lay for years with the wood- 
en superstructure and the cas totting. At 
length a company from one of the Atlantic cities 
offered to take it off ‘the hands of the State, 
finish it, and run the cars through, if the State 
would give them all they had done. This offer 
was accepted; the company wenttd work, took 
up all the wooden work and rails, and daid down 
new ; completed theiline through, and jt is now 
ia successful operation ; but the Government 
lost every dollar they expended. ‘A similar 
result befel the State of Michigan ; the:Gov: 
ernment there attempted to bpild a rail¥ay from 
Detroit to the city of Michigan 200 miles in 
length. They negotiated a loan, which they 
considered sufficient, and constructed the road 
about 150 miles, when they found: their money 
all done, and their credit all gone, and they 
were obliged to stop. = That road was algo very 
bad ; he had travelled on it, and they dared not 
travel over ten miles an hour. They did not 
lose all they had expended, but soid, out to a 
company at a very low rate, and gn immense 
sacrifice. The company laid down new super- 
structure, built new bridges, finished the line, 
and it is now doing well These were the ouly 
two instances of the American State Govern- 
ments attempting to build railways, and ia both 
they had signally failed. 

Mr. Williston said he felt extremely diffident 
in rising to speak on this subject, and he should 
not have risen but for the purpose of setting 
himself right before the country for tite course 
he intended to take. It was an embarrrassing 
question, and it must’havebeen particularly so to 
the Hon. Attorney General. That hon, gentle- 
man must have known that the people of his | 
county wanted a railway, and he also knew 
where they wanted. it to go. When this ques- 
tion was meoted, then, he had but one alterna- 
tive, and that was either to resign his seat in 
the Government or remain and do the best he 
could under the circumstances. He believed 
that the hon. Attorney General-had done what 
he thought. was proper, although he had not 
pursued the most popular course. © He had 
chosen the eourse he thought was right, instead 
of seeking for popularity. {ne hon. member 
then read several extracts from Majer. Robin- 
son’s Report.) Thus, it was seen that a practi- 
cable passage for a railway to Canada had been 
discovered, and they were yet to know that 
anoilrer passage could be found ; no hon. mem- 
ber had as yet ventured to state that the present 
route was practicable. When Earl Grey offer- 
ed to advance the money to build a railway to 
Canada, he based the offer on the supposition 
that the road could be applied to military pur- 
poses, that thy might be able to transport 
traops over the 12ils in the event of a war— 
That was the kind of road Earl Grey wanted 
In the event of war the Amencans weuld close 
their railways and canals againat the transport 
of British produce. ‘hat would be the time a 
railroad uniting the Colonies would be most 
wanted, and that would be the very time when 
the line projected would be of no use, as it 
would run’ so close to the American f:antier.—~ 
At a public meeting held in the conaty of North 
umberiand to take railway questions ito con- 
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lately contracted with a party to complete the 

hey made short work of | 4 

‘enabled to show the experience of a short line 

chosen, butif the northern line had been agreed 
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sideration, it was resolved in favour of leaving 
the route undefined, and leave it to the m- 
missioners to decide. He thought the Govern. 
ment should have brought in a Bill based upon 
that principle, and not attempt to fix the route. 
He did not agree with what had fallen from the 
hon. and learned member from. St. John (Hon. 
Mr. Gray), as to the United Statesjoining Eng- 
land in the event of an European war; he 
thought it quite uncertain at what period we 
might find Great Britain and the United States 
at war. He was confident the British Govern- 
ment would never. consent to advance the mo- 
ney to build this line, as it would not answer 
for military purposes, nor vould it «mb ace 
the great object of emigration, which they 
had im viéw. Major” Robinson had stated that 
the northern route was on the easiest grades of 
any railway in the world of the same distance. 
Mr. Wilkinson had stated that the Tobigue 
could be crossed by a railway, but the grade for’ 
many miles would be at an ascent of forty-nine 
feet in the mile. Major Robinson in his r 
stated, that an engine that would draw but thirt 
tons on an ascent of 49 feet to the mile, woul 
haul 144 tons on an ascent of 30 feet to the mile. 

Captain Robinson said his opinion had béen 
much changed of late in reference to the Gov- 
erament building railways. He was one of the 
Directors of the St. Andrews and Quebec Rail. 
way Company, and he found the work had been 
much retarded by local jealousies. They:had 

§ 

road to Woodstock, and no less than twelve 
anonymous letters had been received in conse- 
uence, abusing the Directors. They knew 
now what the Saint Andrews line would cost, 
and it would not exceed £3,500 per mile. He 
‘thought that another thousand pounds per mile, 
making £4,500, would build this line. Perhaps 
it was fortunate they had not commenced this 
line before, as it could be built twenty per: cent 
cheaper now than a few years ago. He believed 
this line would pay, for besides the people and 
goods from the west that would pass over the 
line, mills would spring up on the streams. in 
the vicinity of the line, and large quantities of 
lumber would be sawn and sent down to Saint 
John ior shipment. But even should it not pay 
all of the interest 1t. would be a great boon to 
the country. Why did they construct great 
roads * It was to open up the forest and cause 
it to be settled, and for the benefit of the people. 

directly ; and thus it would be with a Govern: 
‘ment railway. As to emigration, it never en- 
tered into any one’s head that the men employed 
building a railroad would settle the country, bu 
make a railroad through settling lands, vad if 
would induce a proper class of emigrantsi to 
come in and settle. He was glad that he was | 

on our frontier. The Calais and Baring Rail- 
way paid last year ten and a quarter per cent. 
He was sorry to hear an hon member from the 
north attack the character of one of his own. 
countrymen, : 
bore a very high character as an Engineer, as 
the testimonizils he had received would show ; 
and as to English Engineers, no matter how 
clever they m:vy be, not one of them was fit to 
explore the American forest without the assist. 
ance of an engineer who has resided long in 
America. To attack any professional man in. 
the Legislature was calculated tv injure him 
very seriously, and hon. members should be 
cautions, He (Capt. R.) was ng 4 to support 
the Government in any feasible scheme to get 
a trunk railway laid down, and believing this 
scheme to be a feasible one he should support. 
it. He was glad 'a southern route had been 

upon he should have given it his support. 
ce m— ee —— — 

ENGLISH NEWS. 
 Jdrrival of the Niagara! 

SEVEN DAYS LATER FROM EUROPE. 
By Telegraph to the Sentinel News Room. 

The Royal Mail steamer Niagara arrived at 

She left Liverpool on the 6th inst., and brings 
60 passengers; among those who landed at 
Halifax are Messrs. R Wright, J. L. Inches, and 
W. B. Nicholson, of St. John. | 

Trade in the manufacturing districts was 
healthy, In Manchester goods and yarns were 
in demand al improving prices. 

Freights to all ports in the United States bad 
advanced. Emigrants came forward more freely 
and pagage rates are 10s, higher. 
~The Bullion in the Bank of England now 

amounts to £19,239,024. Discounts were easy 
at former rates. The Consol market had im- 
proved, and prices on the 5th closed a1 97 1-2 
ta 9f 5-8 for money and account. 
The Anti-Corn-LawsLeague had been revived. 
Lirge meeting for the purpose of resuscitating 
the body had been held at Manchester and 
Leede. At the former city, subscriptions to the 

They did not look for it to pay direetly, butin: | 

Mr. Wilkinson was a man who | 

|'that was all. a 

Halifax at 5 o'clock on Wednesday moming.« | 
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The re-election isters, whose 7 
seats had be me 1 ouse of Com- 1,.,., 
mons, was going forward. Sir John Packington, 
the Colonial Secretary, and Lord John Man- 
ners, Chief Commissioner of Woods and Forests 
had been returned. Lord Henry Lennox; a 
Lord of the Treasury had also been re-elected: 
The speeches of all these gentlemen were very 
cautious as to free trade, throwing the conside- - 
ration of the question overboard for the present, 
and looking to the results of the next General t 
Election as a justification for interfering with 
the Commercial policy of the late Sir Robert| * 
Peel. : 
The new Lord Chancellor, Sir E . Sugd 

had taken his seat in the House of Lords, as. 
Baron St. Leonards. ? 
The American minister had held a grand re- 

ception on the 4th inst, which was attended by 
an immense number of distinguished person- 
ages. | TRAY, 
The Head Constable of Liverpool, and two.or 

‘three of his subordinate officers, had been dis- */ 
missed for interfering with and “ cooking” a \ 
‘police report of a'riot which took place on the |) 

-A very serious riot eccurred at Bristol, among 
the factory hands belonging to the Great West- 
ern Cotton Works. A contracted door-way had 
been constructed by the Manager to preventthe 
girls. some hundreds in number, from carrying 
off Cotton waste ; the hands refused to go thrgugh 
this door-way, and a fire engine was set to play 
‘a stream of water upon them, when they be. 
+ eame exasperated and demolished the windowe 
fof the factory. = Several parties. ere severely 
injured. The Magistrates subsequently inves- 
‘tigated the case, and fined the Manager fi 
pounds for his illegal eonduet. RT TH 
The Shipping returns of the Board of Trade | 

for the month ending 5th February, have just 
been issued, and exhibit a total failure of all 
the evil predietions that. attended the repeal of 
the Navigation Laws. igh § iY 
TreLAND —The Earl of Clarendon has taken ( A 

Hfinal leave of Ireland. Lord Naas, one:of the {jj 
new Ministry, was to be opposed in his reelue~ | : 
tiott: for Kildare. «F070 wi Be Ran upp *«' 

- The obsequies of’ thio’ late “Roman Catholic of 

"Archbishop of Dublinwere celebrated with gréat ) 
pomp on the 2d inst. fone 
‘The Catholic Defence Association have held 

C 

) 
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1a mbeting, but it was not of moment. *. 
Four free-traders had offered for the 

tation of Cork. . £1778 it 
France.—The elections were progressing | 

favourably to the Government. Here and there: 
a member. of the opposition. was. returned, but. 

represen. 

The Bank of France had: reduced the rate 
interest 3 per cent. Railreadi Shares and Bonds A 

wiil be disconnted as commercial flaper. . 
The re-orginization. of the National Guards. ¥ 

was going forward. fen wit 
- Gen. Cavignac has been elected for the third, 
the most important distriet of France. Of .120 

| elections in the Prowinees, enly two belonged 
to the opposition. a 
InD1A.—The overland mait at London brings 

Bh PUGH ls FFP { dates from Calcutta to Jaw. 24th, and Bombay 
to Feb. 3d. Commercial affairs at the latter. 4 
place were dull. The import market at Calcutta. § 
was somewhat improved. Phe Burmese war 
was concluded, and the mouths of the J rewaddy § 
‘had been blockaded—the batteries of Radgbon | 
destroyed, and 300 persons killed “das op 
Spain.—The dissolution of the Cortes. was 

looked for. The Duke and Duchess of Moit-. 
pensier, were td visit England, and return to 
Spain in July. | re 

4 

ItTaLy.—The Opinime quotes a letter from | 
Milan of ‘the 25th ult, stating that the police | 

| had received orders to exercise the strictest / 
surveillance over English travellers. With rare. ¢ 
exceptions they are not permitted to sojourn 
more than 24 hours in Lombardy. ontd 
Russia.—An official letter rom the Foreiin 

Office of March 2d, states that the Emperor of 
Russia had given instructions to the authari \ 
ou the East coast of. Siberia and the North West /{ 
coast: of North America, to furnish Captain” 
Beatson with all possible assistance in piseearch 

tor SirJobn Franklin. . . . : : 

A placard, wrjtten in red ink, has been posted 
in Tipperary,. calling on the Irish to address 
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’ 
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amount of nearly £40 000 had been made. 
the President of the French to'put down the 
English. | tol 4 . 


