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proas;
to set him ri Mr. propos
was basel ong’ht;qlhne Provinces acting in con-

cert. When that preposition was received by
the Governor General, the Couvention then sit-

ting at Toronto were nearly through with their
jabours. He &l:n, M. Chandler) was not there
10 dictate to ada and Nova Scotia what

stould de; having no powers to enter into

itive arrangerents, he was there rather to
listen thaw to interfere. How childish it was
thep, to blame him, or to blame the Govemn-
ment of this Province for not acce;.{nmg Mr.

_ Archibald’s proposition when it was first made !

The proposition of Mr. Archibald was at length
laid before the Government of this Province b
a Despatch from the Governor General to Siv
Fdmund Head, and no delay whatever took
lace ; for a few days after its recepftion it was
Elid before the Council, at their first meeting,
which took place about the 20th of September,
when the Council came to a decision, which
was communicated to the Governor General by
Sir Edmund Head, in the following tefms:

“« My Lowp,~Ihave the honor to inform
your Lordship, that Mr. Archibald’s letter, en-
closed in your Excellency’s Despatch of August
28th, was laid before my Executive Council at
their first meeting after that da{.

“ The Committee of Council observe that,
without calling in guestion the authority of M.
Archibald to make, on behalf of capitalists of
England, proposals of so grave a nature as those
suggested in his letter, they are of opinion that
the Government of this Province are notin a

ition to embrace the offers as far as they
ear upon New Brunswick. until Canada and
Nova Scotia have first considered and adopted
them, inasmuch asthese proposals contemplate,
and are based upon the previous acceptance by
those Provinces, of the offer contained in M.
Hawes' letter of the 10th. March last to M.
Howe. and also the concession by those Gov-
ernments to the Association represented by Mr.
Archibald, of the Contracts, without competition
for the copstruction of these great works.

4|t is quite open to any capitalists to sub-
scribe at once for the stock required for the con-
struction of the European and North American

Railwu{ in New Brunswick;, under the very
favorab

Legislature, and thus insure the completion of
a work in this Province which has received the
favorable support of the Government and Le-
Legislature in New Brunswick. In this view
I fully concur, and have, &e.
~ o |Signed) EpMunp Heap”

The Council, it will be perceived, did not
place theruselves in antagonism with Mr. Ar-
chibald, but they merely said they were not in
a position to accept ‘his proposal ; and they
were not. What was the propositien? Mr.
Archibald on behalf of a company in England,
proposed to build the two Railways, but they
were to have their own price, without any com-

tition. It was no wonder that a company
was found in England willing to construct rail-
ways in these Provinces, provided they could
draw the money from the Exchequer, and not
have to meet with competition, (hgar, hear.)—
The minute went on to say that there was no-
thing to prevent capitalists from subscribing
and construcling the line, which had already
received the favuurable consideration of the
Legisiature. That could be easily done with
the large capital at the parties’ command, and
the Government could give every assurance
that the Facility Bills of Jast Session would at
length receive the Royal assent. This teok

lace enly two days previous to the meeting

ld im S¢t. John to organise the European and
Narth American Railway Company ; the Com-
pany was arzanised, Mr. Archibald was present,
and took stock to the amount of £80,000. Ano-
ther individual subseribed for stock, and paid
m what was called for; and there was nothing
to prevent them from going to work ; at all
events there was ne ‘obstruction on the part of
the Governmeant.

In refetence to Nova Scotia, their honors
wauld reflect that it was hard to ask them not
only to build theirewn railway, but to constract
88 miles of road in another Province. But at
‘the special meeting of the Legislature of that

Province, the members from the east and from
the west, being remeote from the proposed line,
joined together in the snpport of the Bill The
debates upon that aceasion reflected more ho-
nor. upon them than any debates ever before
reflected on any Legislature on this continent,
and he, as a Nova Scotian born felt proud of his
country. It was generally believed that the
Legislatare of Nava Scotia would not pass the
Bill, but it passed by a very large majority.

The Executive Counci! of this Province again
assembled on the 5th of December, and he (hon
Mr, Chandler) never before ielt so sensible of
the responsibility of his situation. The Gov-
emment had been blamed for doing nothing,
and here was an opportanity for them to work ;
they had pledged themselves in favor of the
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of this Province consented to it.

northern route would be and that the
money could be obtained for the line
on the same conditions. It was inconvenient
for several members of the Government to meet
the Legislature at a very early day, as it inter-
fered with their personal affairs, but they de-
termined to make every sacrifice, and call the
Legislature together early in January. Accord-
ingly they made every necessary preparation
and fixed the day for the meeting of the Legis-
lature and had prepared the proper Bills toiay
before the Dagiohtme. They separated strong
in the belief that they had always entertained,
that the two roads were to be built upon the
same conditions,

When the month of December was conside-
rably advanced, and after the proclamation
calling the Legislature for despatch of business,
the Despatch. from Earl Grey was received,
which gave the Government the firs: intimation
that the British Government would not advance
or guarantee the money for the European and
North Americnn’ line. The Government had
consented to build one-third of the northern.
route, or any other that might be finally agreed
‘upon, on the express consideration that the
money should be advanced for the European
and North American line or the same condi-
tions. The people of the north could not ex-
pect that the Province should pledge all its re-
sources to build a railway from which the south
side of the Province and the commercial eity of
St. John would derive no benefits, and that a
trunk line should be thus carried along the
northern coast to unite Canada and Nova Sco-
tia. It had been understood in Canada at ouce,
as would be seen by the newspaper cumments
in that country, where it was siated that the
whole scheme had proved a failure, as New
Brunswick would never consent to the northern
route unless she could also secure the constroe-
tion of the European line. It was also under--
stood in Nova Scotia by Sir John Harvey, who
in his Despatch'to Earl Grey of December 12th,
made use of the following words : —

“ S1r,—By the Mail which reached Halifax
yesterday, | had the honor to receive from the
Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the
Coionies, a Despatch on the subject of Inter-
Colonial Railways, a copy of wliich, I was in-
;'ormed, had been transmitted to your Excel-
ency. |

“ By last night's Mail a Despatch, covering
a Report made {0 me by Mr. Howe, was for-

enclose copies of both for your Esxcellency’s
information. .

C1f Mr. Howe is correct in the view he takes
of the effect which the decision ot Her Majes-
ty’s Government will have in New Brunswiek,
very serious embarrassment. if not an entire dis-
ruption of the whole Railway policy,upon which
the three Governments have been proeeeding,
will be the inevitable result.

“['am without a hope that he may be niis-
taken, but will be glad to hear from your Ex-
cellency on the whole subject at your earhest
convenience. | have, &ec.

(Sizned) J. Harvey”

Mr. Howe also understood the matter in the
same light, for in his letter to Earl Grey, for-
warded by Sir John Harvey on the date just
mentioned, he thus wrote :—

“ Having urged that provision should be made
for both lines, and being satisfied that the one
ranked far higher in the estimation of New
Brunswick than the other, I did not for a mo-
ment suppose that the line which she valued
most was to be exeluded from the TImperial
guarantee, or that she could be tempted to aid
the other Colonies to make a national highway,
leaving her chief commercial city without any
connection with Great Britain, the United
Stated, or the other Colonies, by the work for
which her Revenues were to be so deeply
pledged. ' ‘

“ Had I so interpreted this passage of Mr.
Hawes’ letter,T should at once have abandoned
the negociation as hopelees ; for I believed then
as [ believe now, that New Brunswick will
never consent to pledge her Revenues to make
a northern or central road, unless the European
18 included in the arrangement. If she has to
make one road with money costing 6 or 10 per
cent., she will, of course, make that which is
to hieir of primary importance.”

Local feelings it was well known would in-
floence men’s mindg, but the{ should not over-
come their common sense. It was utterly im-
possible for the Government of this Province to
carry the northern route unless they carried the
Portland line: The Government had acted
perfectly straightforward in the matter, and had
done all in their power to induce the construc-
tion of the two railroads, If the people from
the north were not satisfied with this explana-
tion, he wounld only say that the Gevernment
must take the consequences. He (hon. Mr
Chandler) had been selected by his colleagues
to make this exposition, because he had been
‘appointed on two delegations, and had taken
an active part in the proceedings of the Legis-
lature of last winter, When Earl Grey’s Des-
patch of the 17th of November was received,
the Government were taken by surprise. This
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was received
policy was entrel
that tch caused, in the ln!.
of Sir John Harvey, a disruption of the
scheme, and they had no railway policy-
left. This accounted for the manner in whic
the matter was treated in the Governor’s speech;
it was impossible then to deal with it but in
eralities.
The next step taken was the visit of the Ca-
nadian delegates to this Province. Three gen-
tlemen from Canada came here to confer with
the Government on Railway matters, one of
them being leader of the Canadian Adminis-
tration, a gentleman well known and apprecia-
ted for hus talent both in Canada and in Eng-
land; another the Receiver General of the Pro-
vince, and the other Chief Commissioner of
ublic works. They came down in the very
epth of winter, during inclement weather, upon
their mission. The Government of this Pro-
vince had no intimation of their coming until
a few days before their arrival, nor had they the
most remote anticipation of such a visit. ]"heir
visit' had given rse to suspicions that New
Brunswick had intrigued with Canada to the
injury of Nova Scotia. These suspicions had
been entertained in Nova Scetia, until the de-
legation had made explanations before the
committee appointed toreceive them,and shown
the contrary. He was selected to accompany
the delegation to Nova Scotia, and the night of
their arrival was chiefly spent in discussing the
matter. They endeavoured to induce the Go-
vernment of Nova Scotia to build one-third of
the line by the ‘valley of the St. John, repre-
senting that it would prove a better paying hine.
But they would not assume the responsibility.
The Hon. Mr. Howe wrote the following letter
to the delegation i=-

“‘The undersigned, Members of the Execu-
tive Council of Nova Scotia, having maturel
considered the altered circumstances in whicK
the Colonial Governments are placed, by the
construction put on Mr. Hawes' letter of the
10th of March, by Earl Grey’s Despaitches of
the 27th November and 9th Janvary.

“ Avd baving considered the written propo-
sition submitted by the Hon Messrs. Hineks,
Tache, Young, and Chandler, Delegates from
the Sister Provinces of Canada and New Bruns-
wick, and the verbal explanations of those gen
tlemen, are not prepared to advise His Excel-
lency the Lieutenant Governor to recommend
to Parliament to grant the money required on
the terms proposed, for the following reasons :

“'The acreement entered into between the
threa Provinces, represented at Toronto, was
based wpen the construction th>n given to Mr.
Hawes’ lettér of the 10th of March.

“ By that agreement, Nova Scotia, in consi-
deration of her making one third of the line, to
the St. Lawrence, secured, not only the advan-
tage of roads to the chief centres of commerce,
in Canada, New Brunswick, and the United
States, but, if the northern, or any direct route
had been selected, she wonld have participated
in the carrying trade of Western Canada, of the
Seaports on the Gulf, and have established ver
intimate relaticca with the population whicK
might have been throwa imto central New
Brinswick.

“The Delegates from the Sister Provinces
now propose; that, baving no positive assurance
of the completion of the European Line, uban-
doning all hope of connections with the Gulf
Seaports or the Settlements of central New
Brunswick, and adopting a line up the River
Saint John, Nova Scotia should still make one
third of it, This is scarcely reasonable. The
equivalents being varied or withdrawn, this
Province should be relieved from a burthen
which she assumed under very different cir-
cumstances.

“ Besides. if the Saint Lawrence and Euro-

ean Lines are combined, New Brunswick will
Kave 100 miles less of road to make, while the
quantity of land to be thrown into common stock
will be largely diminished. The undersigned
are confident that the proposition now made by
the Honourable Delegates, would not meet the
approval of the Provincial Parliament, even if
submitted with the whole influence of the Ex-
ecutive Government.”

The delegation then proposed the scheme at
present entertained, in a letter to the Govern-
ments of Nova Scotia and New Branswick In
the meantime he (Hon. Mr. Chandler) having
received authority so to do from the Govern-
ment of this Province, in cipher sent by tele-
graph, wrote a letter to the, Canadian Delega-
tion accepting the proposition of the Canadian
Delegation. The Nova Scotia Government at
first intimated their consent to this propesition,
nut to the great surprise of himself and the Ca-
nadian gentlemen, the committee of the Honse
of Assembly to whom the wuatter was referred
—one of which committee was the Hon. Mr.
Howe—reported unfuvonrable toward it. Snb-
sequently Messrs Hall, Marshall, and others
arrived, and the subject was discussed again in
the  Assembly, and it was argued that although
the route by the valley of the St. John would
benefitthe City of Saint John more than it would
Halifax, vet the great beuefit of uniting the co-
lonies shonld be considered paramount. The
Honse ultimatel{ sustained this opinion. As
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for Canada, she had never deviated from what
she first proposed ; she was still willing to build
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had been impressed with the idea. that they
would secure all the Canadian trade by this
Railway, although they were nearly 300 miles
further from Quebec than St. Jﬁny and St. An-
drews ; but pablic opinion in that eity had re-
cently undergone a ¢ e. While he was in
Halifax thz Mayor of the City had called a pub-
lie meetin% and had invited himself and the
Canadian Delegates to attend He regretted
that it was not in his power to attend, but Mr.
Hincks had attended the meeting, and had ad-
dressed the people. He pointed out to them
their natural advantages, as having a magnifi-
cent harbor, and being the nearest port 1o Eu-
rope, and assured thero that neither Canadaneor
New Brunswick could ever deprive them of
those natural advamtages: and at the same
time he pointed out the natural advantages of
St. John and St. Andrews, in b. ing so muech
nearer to Quebee, and showed them that for the
very same reasons he had given, they could not
deprive those ports of their natural advantages.
Thus matters proceeded in Nova Scotia, uniil
on Wednesday last the Honse of Assembly ac-
cepted of the latest proposition of €anada by a
vote of 34 10 14. us was the whole atfair
narrowed down until it depended on the majn-
rity of the two branches of the Legislature in
this Province. Canada and Nova Scotia had
both agreed to the present railway scheme, and
he hoped there was gvod sense enough in the
Legislature here to do the same, and in the
people too, if the facts were put before them in
that plain and vavarnisied manner which he
would take care they should be.

As to leaving the road te be built by private
companies, they had tried that already, and
from their experience might safely conclude
that they would not goon. Efeveral compauies
had been incorporated for years, and they were
not geing on, with the exception of the Si. An-
drews company, and the aid that company had
received from Government was almost enovgh
to build theroad. Private companies came he-
lore the Legislature year after year, solicitinge
more and more aid, until the Government had
to build the roads at last.

The next guestion to be considered was the
ronte. From the moment when it was known
that the British Government wou ld nat advance
money to build the European and North Ame-
rican line, all ideas of the northern roate being
selected for the Great Trunk line, were aban-
doned. This,as he had shown, was well known
both in Canada and Nova Scotia; and now.
since the three gentlemen came down asa De-
legation from Canada, that Province (Canada)
would go for the route by the valley of the St.
John, and noother. It was impouigle to adopt
the northern line and construct the European
line also; this Province has not the means.--
What, then,could the Government do more than
they had Jdone? Were they calling upon the
people to abandon a good route, and seleet an
inferior one? Not so, for it was generally a«-
mitted that a great part of the line, as now se-
lected, would pay well; for instance, that pors
tion lying between Shediac and St. John, and
another portion extending uvp the valley of the
St. John. The route would also effect both ob:-
jects, as the same line would complete the Eu-
ropean line within a short distance of the Ame-
rican frontier, although the precise route from
St. John to the Grand Falis was not vet fixed,
but wauld depend in a great measure upon the
engineering difficulties to be avoided. The
question, then, could be narrowed down to the
simple facts, that the choice of the present route
was inevitable, and that it is the route that wilt
pay best. He would also observe that there is
generally much difficulty in selecting the pro-

er route for a trunk line, for if the best route
1s not selected at first, a rival route may spring
np and supersede it. Now here there could be
no fear of a rival line, for nature had so placed
these Provinces that there could be but one
Trunk line running through them, as it must
pass over the narrow strig of land uniting New
Brunswick .and Nova Scotia; therefore the
Trunk line now projected could never be super-
seded. One of the first objects in view to he
attained by this railway, was a closer union of
the Provinces. Once united with the Canadas
by a railway, and he had no doabt but this
country would advance rapidly. It was hgh
time to do something to check the spirit of an-
nexation which had been spreading in certain
districts, and we must advance ; we would re-
main stationary no longer. As to the objection
that the north would be neglected, he would
observe that one part of the north would receive
the benefit of this line, as it would be carried
to the Grand Falls, and through the coumtry
above the Grand Falls. Then he would ask
how long would that fine country, situate on the
Gulf of the Saint Lawrence, remain without a
railway, if the Trunk line ac‘proached them xo
ncar as Shediac? No don

be extended at oneceto Miramichiand ultimately
to Bathurst, and perhaps farther, as that ceuniry
possessed great facilities for the covgtruction of
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railways, being almost a deil level, witn &
bottom.  Let this line he b¥ilt andhe had
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no doubt but the Legisiatore wotld be willing

to appropriate a part of the sum that wonla be

saved by this sheme 1o aid the goasirmetion of
Airaip, the peg-

abranch along the Gulf Shore.

(Continued on page 282./
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