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an average expense of more than twenty-five 

per cent. less than they could have been pro- | 
ogred, if procured at all ;—facilities which ob- 

stacles, hitherto insuperable, have prevented 

any Educational Départiment in’ thé neighbor- 

ing States {rom providing for the-advancément 
of popular education and the diffusion of use- 

ful knowlidge. | 

It is my gratifying duty to add; that this Nor- 

mal School has been established, that these 

buildings are in the course of erection, that gzene- 

ral regulations for schools ate adopted, and 
hooks selected by the aid and under the direc- 
tion'of a Council of Public Instruction, whose 

proceedings have been harmoniously conducted 

from the commencement, and the members of 

which, with one exception, receive no other 

remuneration than the gratitude of their country, 

and the pleasing consciousness of promoting 
its educational interests in every way in their 
power 

Among the influences which have contributed 

to the gratifymg spectacle of this day, not the 

least is the deep interest which your Excellency 

has alwavs manifested in the education of the 

("anadian people ; and I doubt not, that in all 

time to come, the recollection of the educational 
progress of Canada under the fostering auspices 

of your government, will be a source of real 

pleasure to Your Excellency. There are four 
cirenmstances which encourage the most san- 

suine anticipations in every patriotic heart in 
regard to our educational future: The first is, 

the avowed and entire absence of all party 
spirit in the school affairs of our country, from 

the provincial Legislature down to the smallest 

municipality. The second is, the precedence 
which our Legislature has taken of all others on 

the western side of the Atlantic, in providing 

for Normal School instruction, and in aiding 

teachers to avail themselves of its advantages. 
The third is, that the people of Upper Canada 

have, during the last year, voluntarily taxed 

themselves for the salaries of Teachers in a 

larger sum, in proportion to their numbers, than 

the neighbouring citizens of the old and great 

Ntate of New York. The fourth is, that the 
essential requisite of a series of suitable and 
excellent text books has been introduced into 
our schools, and adopted almost by general ac- 
clamation, and that the facilities of furnishing 

all our schools with necessary books, maps, and 
apparatus, will soon be in advance of those of 

any other country. [I confidentally hope, there- 
tore, by the Divine blessing, that many assem- 

bled on the present important occasion, will 

live to see Canada compare as advantageously 
with other portions of America in the Christian 

education and general intelligence of her people 
as she now does in the specimens of her latent 

resources and productive industry and enterprise 

at the World’s Exhibition in London. 

His Excenuency said,—Rev. Dr. Ryerson, 
{ thank you, sir, for the very courteous reference 

to my attendance upon this occasion, which you 

have just now read. 1 come here, sir, to-day, 

in the discharge of what is to me a most agreeable 

duty, and 1 beg, sir, to say that the gratification 

which experience in the discharge of that duty 

is greatly enhanced by the very gratifying and 
interesting aceount of the progress and prospects 

of Common School Education in Upper Canada, 

which you have had it in your power to furnish. 

T certainly think that no government, which is 
conscious of its own responsibilities, can possi- 

bly feel indifferent to an Institution such as that 

of which we are now about to lay the founda- 
tion stone ; an institution which promises, under 

(;od’s blessing, to exercise a material influence 

in formation of the mind and character of the 

rising generation of the Province, and, through 

that powerful instramentality, upon its destinies 

and its future an institution, too, allow me to 

remark, which we must not regard as a novelty 
or an experiment, but one which has already— 
and on this point I may speak in some measure 

from my own experience, for I have had oppor- 
timities of observing the skill of the masters and 
the proficiency of the pupils in the Normal 
Nchool—established its claims to the confidence 
ol the people of the Province. Although, there- 

fore, sir, | am of opinion that there are limits— 
and pretty narrow limits, too—beyond which 
the interference of government in matters of 
education cannot be carried without hazard to 
those great interests which it is its desire to 

importance, and that experience has shown the 

—— — 

her Cavicton Scutingd, 
foster antl to proteet, I think that an institution 
such as this has special claims npon its coun- 
tenanee and support, and that’ 1 ap, “there 
not transcending those limits, “buf on the eon- 

Pigion thera haltowing light, Which they in their 
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trary, that I am confining myself strictly within | p 
them, when 1 consent to¥take ‘the proiftitient 
part in the ceremonial of-this day which has : | 

been assigned to me. Sir, I observe that in‘the’ 
early part of this address yon remark thit, “the 
special education of teachers is*an’ eséeritial’ 
element in the system of public istruétioh ‘of 
all countries in which the general education ‘of 
the people 1s regarded as a matter of ‘national 

necessity and advantages of a preparatory course 
of instruction and practice for the profession. of 
teaching, as well as for those professions and 
trades which are demanded by the necessities 

of every civilized community” Sir, nothing 
can be more unquestionably true than these 
sentiments But perhaps I may be permitted 
to observe that their tiuth has not been at all 

times recognized. It has often appeared to me 

that within the whole range of human experi- 
ence, it would be difficult to poigt out a more 
flagrant—a more instructive—instance of the 
error of putting the effect before the cause. than 
was exhibited in the course pursued by the 
friends of education in England and other conn- 
tries, who, fora series of years busied themselves 

in building schools, and endeavoring to induce 
children to attend those schools, without ever 
enquiring whether competent persons to con- 
duct them could be procured, and without tak- 

ing any efficient and vigorous steps to supply 
the admitted want of competent teachers. Sir, 
it appears to me that in this instance, as in 
many others—this young country has had the 
advantage of profiting by the experience of older 
countries—by their failures and disappoint- 
ments, as well as by their successes; and that 
experience, improved by your diligent exertions 

and excellent judgment, [for I should neither 
satisfy my own feelings northe claims of justice, 

if I were not on this occasion to express my 
high sense of the ability and the zeal with which 
you have conducted the important department 
which has been committed to your care.]' 1 
say, that experience, =o improved and fortified 

Government, and the Parliament of the Pro- 
vince, has enabled Upper Canada to place itself 
[as you justly observed in your address] in the 
van among the nations in the great and import- 

ant work of providing an efficient system of 

general education for the whole community. — 

And now let me ask this intelligent audience, 
who have so kindly listened to me up to this 
moment—Ilet me ask them to consider in ‘all 
seriousness and earnestness what that great 
work really is. 1 don’t think that I shall be 
chargeable with exageration when I affirm that 
it is the work of our day and generation—that 
it is the problem in our modern society which 
is most difficult of solution—that it isthe ground 
upon which earnest and zealous men unhappily 
too often, and in many countries meet, not to 
co-operate but to wrangle ; while the poor and 
the ignorant multitudes around them are stary- 
ing and perishing for lack of knowledge. (Hear.) 
Well, then, how has Upper Canada addressed 
herself to the execution of this great work ?— 
How has she sought to solve this problem—to 
overcome ‘this difficulty? Sir, I understand 
from your statements—and I come to the same 
conclusion from my own investigation and 
observation—that it is the principle of our 
Common School Educational system, that its 
foundation is laid deep in the firm rock of our 
common Christianity. I understand, sir, that 
while the varying views and opinions of a 
mixed religious society are scrupulously re- 
spected—while every semblance of dictation is 
carefully avoided—it is desired, it is earnestly 
recommended, it is confidently expected and 
hoped, that every child who attends our Com- 
mon Schools, shall learn that he is a being who 
has an interest in eternity as well as in time— 
[applause ;]—that he has a Father, towards 
whom he stands in a closer and more affecting, 
and more endearing relationship than to any 
earthly Father, and that father is in heaven— 
[applause ;]—that he has a hope, far transcend- 
ing every earthly hope—a hope full of immeor- 
tality—the hope, namely, that that Father's 
kingdom may come ; that he has a duty which, 

{from hampering or impeding them in the exer- 

| the flock which are committed to their care— 

by the support of the Council of Education, the | 

like the son in our celestial system, stands in 
the centre of his moral obli tions, shedding 

warn reflect and absorb. —the duty of striving to 

is” prayer, that-that Father's will ‘may be 
‘upon earth as it is done in. heaven.— 

pplause:] I understand, sir, that upew' the 
‘broad and solid platform which is raised upon 

wat good foundation, we invite the ministers of 
religion, of all demominations—the de facto 

take the @ ch Witness. ich. only ten shill- 
num, and is a most d. ings pej mos letermined ard 

able opponent to that pernicious error, now mak- 
Jnect anc absorb-—the duty of striving to | ing rapid strides throughout our Province. any 

ve by his life and conversation the sincerity | by complying wi | my request you-will, Mr. 
Editor, much oblige pi bth oe 
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A SUBSCRIBER. - 

Simonds, July 18th, 1851. 
Mr: Tuomas D Stokoe, 

Sir,—It is with unfeigned regret that we re- 
spiritual guides of the people of the country— | “€ive the notification of your departure from 
10 take their stand along with us. That, so far 

cise of their sacred functions, we ask and we 
beg them to take the children—the ‘lambs of 

aside; and to lead them to those pastures and 
streams, where they will find, as they believe 
it. the food of life and the waters of consolation. 
[Applause.] Ladies and gentlemen, this is not 
the fitting or proper time to enter into details. 
Indeed, I have not voice or strength to enter 

now at any length into the details of the excel- 

lent system of secular education which is pro- 

vided in our common schools. When, however, 
you tell us, sir, that an increasing supply is 
going forth, from year to year, from this Normal 
School, of well qualified teachers—that you 
have procured in abundance, excellent, well 
selected, and cheap text books—that libraries in 
connection with the common schools, are being 
multiplied all over the country—gnd, above all, 
that the zeal of the people themselves in the 
cause efeducation, is evinced by the augmented 
taxation, self-imposed for the promotion of that 
great object; when you tell us all this, I feel 
that little is wanting to fulfil the desires of the 
most ardent philanthropist and lover of educa- 

tion; I feel that if these influences are left to 

operate freely—if no untoward causes arise to 

disturb them—they must eventually leaven the 
whole mass of our society. [Applause.] Permit 
me, then, without detaining you any further 
from what is the special business of the day— 
permit me, in conclusion, to say, both as an 
humble Christian man, and as the head of the 
Civil Government of the Province, that it gives 
me unfeigned pleasure to perceive that the 
youth of this country, of all denominations, who 
are destined in their maturer years to meet in 
the discharge of the duties of eivil life upon 

terms of perfect civil and religious equality—I 

say it gives me pleasure to hear and to know 
that they are receiving an education which is 

fitted so well to qualify them for the discharge 
of those important duties, and that while their 
hearts are yet tender, and their affections green 
and young, they are associated under conditions 

which are likely to promote among them the 
growth of those truly Christian graces—mutual 
respect, forbearance and charity. [Loud ap- 

plause.] : 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
Ne NN NAN NN NAAN NNN INSNININIINS 

To the Editor of the Carleton Sentinel :— 
Sir,—I was very much gratified on opening 

your paper of this date (29th July) to observe 

that you had inserted a letter signed “ A,” origi- 
nally published in that invaluable Protestant 
paper, the Church Witness,—and as there are 
many who are prohibiled from taking or reading 
that paper, and who valiantly, but most erroni- 
ously assert that there is no Puseyism in this 
Province—I1 would suggest the propriety of you 
reprinting a few more articles from that paper, 
which will in some measure perhaps, open the 
eyes of the careless and indifferent, yet true Pro- 
testants—(could their danger be once laid open 
clearly before them)—for instance a Communi- 
cation in the Church Wiluess of July 23d, over 
the signature of “ Latimer”—which may possi- 
bly, if read with a view to ascertain what course 
is being secretly pursued to destroy and upturn 

our Protestant Faith, and beloved church, prove 
a beacon of warning to some unsuspecting and 
careless churchmen.—It may not be secundam 
artem— Mr, Editor, for you to cater from the pro- 
ductions of other men, when they assume the 
shape of communications—yet I think the im- 
portance of the subject, and the able manner 
in which it is handled by these writers, will 
render their remarks very interesting and in- 
structive to your general readers, and allow me 
most earnestly to urge upon and on all yoursub- 

amongst us, but as yon Hay “repeatedly said 
that it was your intention g®ither to femain at 
home, or seek a location in" your calling, as near 
thereunto as possible, we have thought it useless 
10 request your remaining with us.” =~ 

During the three years you have taught in the 
School of this District, we as subscribers ‘are 
fully convinced of the benefits confered on our 
children by your mode of iustruction, vour Ii 
berality, and moral deportment also claim our 
grateful thanks. : io 
‘Whatever may be your future destiny, be as- 

sured of our best wishes for your prosperity. 
But should circumstances permit (and should 
you change your mind) we would still be anx- 
ious to retain your services, © 

We are Sir, 
Yours, respectfully, 

Signed 
Asa Upton, J. P,, W. P. Turner, Trustees: 
C. O’connor, Jos. Birmingham, 
LA. Nicholson, R. Wiley, M. D. 
Sam. Darkis, sr. Jacob Jewett 

Charles R. Upton, 
———— 

[REPLY] 

) Subscrzbers. 

To the Subscribers to the School, in Distsict 
No. 5., in the Parish of Simonds. 

GENTLEMEN ;— 

I thank you for the Address which I have 
just received. Iam highly gratified in your 
satisfaction of the manner in which I have dis- 
charged the duties which devolved upon me 
as the Instructor of your children. Accept my 
acknowledgements for your kind wishes formy 
prosperity. 

I assure you that the urbanity and respect 
which you have shewn towards me during the 
three years I have spent among you, will not 
soon be forgotten. 1 
With every wish for your welfare, and the 

progressive improvement of your children in 
knowledge and Virtue. 

I remain, gentlemen, 
Yours, truly, 

THOMAS D, STOKOE. 

Ata Meeting held on board the steamer Carle- 
ton, on her return from a Pleasure Trip from 
Woodstock to the Grand Falls, John T Stnith 
Esq., of Fredericton, was called to the’ Chair 
and Chas. 8. Everitt of St. John requested to 
act as Secretary On motion the following 
Resolutions were unanimonsly adopted. 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Passengers’ 

be respectfully tendered to Charles H. Segee, 
Captain of the Carleton, for his extreme kind. 
ness and attention during theroute, the willing- 
ness with which he assented to the proposal for 
the Excursion to the Falls, and the judgement 
and prudence with which he conducted it. + 

Resolved, That the thanks of the party be 
tendered to F. E. Beckwith, Esq. High Sheriff 
of the County of Victoria,—to Wm. MeLauch- 
lin, and W. T. Wilmet Esqrs., for the hospita- 
ble reception which the patty received from 
them, and the pains they took in pointing out 
the beautiful scenery of the Grand Falls. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the party be 
tendered to Mr. Hammond for the excellent ac- 
comodation which his house afforded to the 
party ; and to the inhabitants of the Grand Falls 
generally for their kind end cordial treatment of 
all on board. 

Resolved, That the Editors of the Woodstock 
Sentinel, New Brunswick Reporter, and St John 
Morning News, be requested to publish the 
foregoing Resolutions. i 
The Chairman having left the Chair and Mr. 

Hogg called thereto, it was Lo 
Resolved, That the thanks of the meeting be 

tendered to John T. Smith, Esq., for his able 
and gentlemanly conduct in the Chair. 

JOHN T. SMITH, Chairman. CHAS. A EVERITT, Seely. scribers who are opposed to fraclarianism, to August 2d, 1831.


