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flinching iroin a compliance with a reasonable jam apposed to the provision, thiat a twelve

expectation of the conntry—we knew full well
that great contraritiely of opinion exists ou the
subject in the House and throughout the Prov-
ince, yet we feltit was necessary 10 legislate
“upon it, aud at ouce. If ifwere postpened till
next year it world then be attributed io exter-
nal pressure and the apprehension of the ap-
proachiuy election. We felt the subject conld

be considered with move cooiness aud {reedom

now thau in the last session of the House. 1
confidently trust the discussion of it. now that
it is belore you, will be approached'with the
Jdisposition to complete a satisfactory and etii-
cient elecloral system which the couunlry =0
much desires. The whole subject is peenliar-
}y within the province of this House, and much
«s 1 am opposed to the ballot, 1 would evenon
this point submit my own opinious to those ol

the committee to procure @ system which

should give general satisfuction.

Mr. Johuston—The Attoruey Ge neral is well
uware of the grﬂmulr‘, and motives of my op-
position to his measures
oppo.«xition is based entireiy o ‘:):.‘w';;r and po-
litical eonsiderations, and thatit 1s wholly fiee

! \ 4 bt thire
h{,‘ KLUIOWS vial s

from any persounal fecling It is no more than
fuir that T should do the learned and honorable
Auomey Gmmm| the ja':’-l:f.’c) to ackno ‘.\'im!\:‘v
quy couviction that tae frequent diflerences be-
tween us in this Assembly are ou his part as
on my own, unmixed with any feeling of un-

kindness. ¢

The necessity for a new election law has
been long admittedthe conatry has beeu look-
ing for it with muxiety, and when it was an-
rounced that the Governmeat bad one in prep-
aration it was naturally expected that itwould
prove satisfactory to the wauls aud w ishes of
the country.

This bill is now before us but to our surprise
and disappointment there
that is new in it. It is merely
the old tav which might has

arcely anything
L codification of

e been justas W ell

- and more appropriately accomplisied by the

Law Commission. | confess {do ot favor
these codifications : if sochanze in piinciple
is needed, there is linle, il any, advantege in
change of form, and it is danzerous where the
taw has become settfed and understood. These
simplifications frequent'y raise ecmbarrassing
questions, and are wore apt penelfit the law-
vers than the people.

I hiave httle doubtsuch
will be the case here, for the ditlicuhies under
the old system, whether as regards scerutinies
or other matters, did not proceed from any dffi-
culty in understanding i, but because it was
not the thing understood.

Althapeh this Bill contains none of the re-
forms which have been called for, the Attoraey
General seems to be willing, if the House so
wish it, to adopt any of them except the ballot
to that he is determined in his hostility, aud
even prefers universal suffage to it Now,
sir, | am persuaded that wherever you find a
permaueut population every rale payer should
exorcise the franchise, 1 would not go for
universal suffrage now, because in our towns
at any rate, thece is alarge and unsettied pop-
ulation, here wday and away tomorrow, pos-
sessing litle iuterest in the welfare of the
Country and subjeet to influences which might
be vutavotable tothat welfare. Then the rail
way enterprises in which we are embarking
will introduce suddenly and in vast numbers,
an influx of laborers completely in the power
of their employers, to whom it might be Jan-
gerous 10 entrust at once the delicate and im-
portant privilege of the elective franchise —
Yet 1 would not be understood as oppoesing a
liberal eviension of the piesent frauchise, aml

“of this I shall say more directly.
I consider it quite impossible to engraft a
“satisfactory measuve on the one before us. If
no change is intewded, this Bill is worse than
useless, if any changes are intended, this
Bill must be unsatisfactory. The only chang-
es it propnses are in the franchise, and the
trials of coutested elections, aud to me neither
of these changes seem beneficial.  The fran-
chice is extended to certain leasehollers, un-
der restrictions and qualifications of time and
value, ewbarrassed with conflicting questions
of covenaits which would make rare werk for
the lawyers but sad work for the couutryi |

mounths’ residence in a foreign country should
Jisqualify a ‘man to be a candidate or voter ; by
this fule the hon. members for Queen's and
Carleton would have Jost the right to sit here
or to vote for those who should
But sir, there is one change in this Bill, and
and as it is the chief one,it is novel anl start-
linz in its character. [ am utterly at loss to
know where it was discovered. It certainly is
not Canadian, or Nova Scotian, or British, it
must be a pure creation of the inventive power
of the learned Attorney General.  But itis
easierto discover what this change is, than tc
discover whence it comes. It is to denude
ihis House of its eardinal, constitotional, fund-
amental right to determ’ne who shall =it here.
This is indeed bata step backwards, and un-
precedented in the history of representative
legisiature. _

Curiously enough, sir, with all the Attorney
General’s abhorance of the ballot, we have yet
the ballot in his Bill, aye. and the very worst

description of ballot—the ballot of accident.—
The selection of the particular commissioner
to iry a serutiny is to be regulated by this sort
of ballot notwithstanding it is stealthy and co-
wardly, and unBritish ~ Now, if the Sheriil’s
Court for serutinies in the Counties proved s=o
ineffectual, what reason is there for the belief
that the Commissioners’ Court will be satisfac-
tory T [s not the Sheiiff of the County likely
to be as impastial, and as competent as this
accidental commissioner? At any rate iu the
Sherifl’s decision. the party had the right and

privilege of appeal to us, but the fin.ling of this
new strange conrt is to beirreversible. 1 take
it, sir, the court proposed ‘in this seventh chap-
ter woull be a gross departure from the usages
of our constitution, and all just principie. |
régard these the only two changes proposed in
the Bill as ntterly inadmissable—the franchise
as beinz unsatisfactory—the scrutiny court un-
constitutional. .

Mr. Chaivinan, it was a natural and reasona-
ble expeciation, that in legislating on 1his in-
teresting vsnhjé?l, the Government would in-
dicgié some coucession to papular feeling, but
volj;il_iu of the sort is to be discovered in this

I Bill,  Ballot voting which has been for some

time growing in public favor, is not to be
found in ity and refused on the anthority of
British statesmen, whose opinions have been
cited. Sir, 1 could easily cap opinions from
British statesmen with the Attomey General,
and tind as maony and as notable to sauetion
the ballot, as he can find against it. Buton this
as onall important matiers, 1 had rather enide
myself by principle than opinion,and so I shall
ot now trouble the committee with quotations
The. ballot is intended to protect the independ-
ence of the poor voter, and any ureat enlarge-
ment of the franchise, withont this system of
voting, would be attended with injury and not
with benefit. Open voting with poor voters
would only increase the influence of wealth,
amnd give to masters and employers an undue
power over our elections. While, then, ! regard
an extended franchise as a sine qua mon in the
present condition-of things, and as imperative-
ly called for by public opinion, [ would only

desire it in connection with the ballot, and am
satisfied it could eflect no real good without
it.

(To be continued.)
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We are rot prone to exult over defeated ep-
pounents, but there are reasons why something
more than a passing notice should be given 10
the late election in this Connty. There is more
in the opposition to Mr. Connell than meets the
eye. Such desperaie efiorts with, seemingly,
such small chances of success, would not hav.
been made to keep him out, had there not been
more than the stated reasons for the success of
his opponent, or wore than county influence at
work to etfect it—nothing was left undone that
could possibly aid  the opposition—parties
whose politica! views were as wide apart as the
Poles were broozht together on this occasion,

dnd mouey was as plenty as dirt. With the
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motives that actuated many who voted for MF.
Beardsley we have nothing to do, they have ]
perfect right to vote for whom they please, but
with the interferance of parties at a dictance
we have a right 10 complain, and we tell Mf
Barbarie that the people of this County weunll
thank him to look afier his own affairs for ahe
future,—they are perfectly competent to ma-
nage theirs without him. We mu.cuver tell him
that his letter to Mr. Barron Parish Priest here
was of no avail, the Catholics as well as Pro-
testants of Carleton are independent and will
vote as they please. Where the money eame
from we neither know nor care, we know how-
ever what is said about it, aud we know that it
was equal toa special grant for this County, but
although large it was too small to coirupt the
constituency of Caileton.  Every influence that
could be brought to bear was set in operation
at this election, but all was insufficient; Mr,
Connell obtained necarly a two-thirds vote, and
obtained it 100, honestly and independently.—
The agony of some young gentlemen, “ birds
of passage,” was pitiable to behold. Those
men with nothing to recommend them but their
boots, were to be seen doing their utmost 10
canvase old, respectable, and influential inha-
hitants, men who kuew more of the County
than their whole generation will ever leamn—
they of course received a smile bnt it was one
of contempt. and we hope it will be of service
1o them at a future election, if they should hap-
pen by circumstances to be again driven to
this County. We pity the pheelinks of the Phree-
man and recommend him to start an ageney in
this place, his influence and nsefulness wounld
be much increased. We must not forget to
state that the boys ot up a splendid * boufire”
on the ‘evening of the election, in the midst of
which were the effigies of two gent lemen, one
of which had a keg under his arm, and the o-
ther a pocket-full of cut carrots.
LS ey i

We have not been favored with a copy of
Mr. English's speech in the Assembly in refer-
ence to the Carleton Sentinel, but supposiug it
to be abont the same as that delivered here and
published in the Reform r Office, we repub-
lish that part which immediately concerus our-
selves, in order that we may put both the
charge and the reply before the publie, fecling
satisfied that whatever Mr. Euzlish may say
or do, the couutry must pronounce his attack
uncalled for, and acquit us of ** wilful misie.
presentation.” After alloding to some remarks
[tom correspendents, and with which we have
nothmg to do, Mr. English states :—

¢ Now he would speak of another misstate-
ment made in the Sentnef respecting him.  In
that paper it is stated that wheu he presented
the petition lor making the Sheriit’s office elee-
tive he had said that he would reserve to him-
self the rizht to oppose it.  What he did say
and what he was 1epotted in other papers lo
have said, was that when introducing the Bill
he reserved 10 himself the right 1o vote as he

shonld see proper upon it.  He had saud no-
thing about opposing 1t

He knew fiom what he had ascertained by
conversation with members of the House that
there was not the slightest chance or 1ts beiny
favorably received. However, he felt it to be
his doy to present it, and did so. It was sent
before the Committee but not received, because
it had not been read before the Sessious. Hon
Mr. Connell had handed him the Petivion.  He
had endeavored to induce Mr. Conuell to move
in this matter in the Upper Honse. but couid
not get him to do =o. With regard to tnis point
he must have been deliberately misrepresent-
ed by ¢ the Sentinel.”  He biad applied to the
Reporter of that paper and asked hm how he
could have sent such an incorrect report of his
remarks.  Mr. Taylor told him that he had sent
a correct report 1o the editor of that paper—not
thal which he had published, but one which quite
agreed with his (Mr. English’s) recellection of
what he said. This elearly shewed that he
had been wilfully misrepresented !”

For the statements published by us we refer
our readers 10 the Sentinel of the 12th and 19th
of March, and request them to compare the
Reports.there published with those we receiv-
ed, and which are now before us. The first is
a Telegraph Report and is as foilows: —* Mr.
English moved 1o bring in a Bill 10 eleet the
Sheriff—said he would reserve the rizht 10 op-
pose it”= for the correctness of this statement
we refer to the Telegraph Operators here and
and at Fredericton. The second is a report in
Mr. Taylor's own hand writing, and is as fol-
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praying that an Aet may pass in order to have
the Sheriffl for the County of Carleton elected,
Mr. Euglish ‘observed that he would reserve to
himself the right to soppose’ the Bill if be
thought proper.” These two reports will be
found on comparison to agree word for word
with these we pablished, we neither added
nor diminished ; and although we thought the
remark a most singular one, we made no c‘o,;n-
ment whatever. So much for the charge of
“ wilful misraresen!alipn.” Mr. English states
that the Reporter told him he had sent us a
correct report, * not the one we had published.”
[n reply td this we make an extract from Mr.
Taylor's letter to us, a copy of which-has been
handed to Mr. English. Mr. Taylor states that
| came into the House ia a harry, and might
have misnnderstood his 2xact words, and pro-
bably did so. I would be very soriy to mis-
represent Mr. English or any other genfleman
in the Legislature, and never had any inten-
tion of doing so. [ ean only say that the er-
ror was not intentional on my part.” Now we
ask the readers of the Sentined if Mr English’s
charge of “wilful mis-representation” is cor
rect? and if he did not take rather too much
trouble to come a distance of sixty miles to
make a charge against ns, which he ¢annot
substantiate.  The course pursued by other
gentlemen in the House when their remarks
are incorrectly reported or published, is to point
out the error to the Reporter. We believa
when this is done, the correction is iuvzriably
made We aiso believe Mr. Taylor 1o he a
correct reporter, and from our knowledge of his
character we have no hesitation in saying that
he would not intentionally misrepresent any
one. We now hope that Mr. Engl sh will mete
out that justice to others he is so anxious 1o obe
tain for himself, and retract the charge he has
made against us.

® Decraration Day — On Thursday the Pole
Books were opened in the Court House before
a larze number of Freeholders After the votes
were summoned up the Sheriff declared Chas.
Connell, Kxq. duly elected.  The Pole at its
¢lose at the diflferent polling places stood as
follows—

Connell. Beardsley.
Woodstock, 111 » 1088
Richmond, 113 88
W ;\ke'l'lt'hl, 203 cak - 40
Simonds, Y3 43
Wicklow, H8 70
578
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Atter the declaration Mr. Connell in a very
appropriate speech tendered his thanks to his
constituents for their generous support. W, L.
Baird, Esq also thanked the Judge's friends for
their snpport during the election, and hoped alil
animosities consequent on the turmoil and striie
of an electimn would be forgotten.

E.J Jacob, Exq., said he had opposed M:.

Connell, and hoped ke would live to oppose

| him again — Here he was interrupted by hisses

and groans, which continued some time.-
When allowed to speak, he said it was very
anfair—Mr. Conunell had not been terrupted,
and he thought - he should be allowed hie
privileges—he denied the truth of the repor:
that money had been sent from Fredericton am

| St John to oppose Mr. Connell=—=he also deniad

|
|

Jows :— Mr. English presented a petitiou,

that the aiticles in the Freeman, referred 1o by
My, Connell, had been written by any of the
Judges fricuds—said it could not be pioved.
Mr. George Mickney made a short speech
comaining some hard hits, and a few singular

dizclosures—if we can p().\sihlv spare the room

| we will give the whole of the speeches next

week
e i D O G et S

The “Portlaud Transcript” comes to us thie
week cousideiably enlarged and elothed in s
complete new dress.  We have often said tbe
“Trauscript” was one of the very best papecs
that comes 1o our ollice—we can now say it 1«
also the cheapest; only 7s 6J per year in ad-
vance. Try it all who are fond of good vead.-
Ing.

g e

Correction.— In the Von. Mr.-Robertsor.
speech in lust Sentinel, page 322, 3d culuwrn,
instead of Reading Mr. MeAvity performs do-
ties and he don't perform them  well, read #r.
McAvity performs duties, aud uo duahy, Lut
Le performs them well,




