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' (Cont 'nued from page 341.)

Mr. Needham.—The Bill before you in its
mechanical arrancement and codification of
the old laws a very decided improvement, and
this is nearly all | can say in its praise. Vote
by ballot is wanting ~ Yet this is now scarce-
ty to be considered a debateable question, &0
generally and universally are its advantages
conceded. It is the honest man who most re-
quires the protection of the ballot, the man who
wishes to do right bat would be intimidated by
the consequences of an open vote. A man
may be very honest of purpose, and not over
resolute of will, and he may be both honest
and resolute, and yet foarful of the effects 1o
nimself and family of offence to his employer.
Ou the question of frunchise [am prepared to go
the whole length they have gone in Nova Sco-
tia, and extend it to every resident rate-paying
British subject.  Who introduced this proper-
ty qualification of votes into our statule book ?
why it was the very men who at the very time
were parcelling thousands upon thousands of
acres of our most valuable public land among
themselves their favorites and their friends,
“without money and withont price,” The
principle is that the people—the whole people
have aright te govern themselves or 1o delegate
the governing power to whomseever they will ;
we have no right to deny this prindiple or re-
strain its appheation,

Hon. J. H. Gray.—It has always been ae
knowledzed to be very easy to find fauit —
Many men possess a happy ingeuuity in dis-
govering defects in the works of others who
exhibit lile skill in maging anything them-
selves. The remark seems appropriate to the
course pnrsuml by the opposition in its treal-
ment of the Bill It is on tneir
showing lamentably deficient in all the ele-
ments of satsfactory legisianon,

before you.

The ballot is
vanting here—umversal suthage is not there—-
registtation is no where 10 be discovered in i,
yet which of the gentlemen has submitted any
even
suggested any single practical provision fgr

measure as a substitute for this one, or

the introduction of any one of these coveted

re'orms. Among the geuvtlemea who op-
pose us terms of sweeping condemnation are
very freely employed acuinst all that 1s ielod
od in theé Bill, while loua but equally general
aulogy = indulged in, with reference 10 all that
8 wanting in it Bat they wisely abstam {rom
commilling thems=elves 10 any pamculars; they
theorize with great eloquence and enthusiasme
but ot

that involves practicable rn-sponsil»iln_y.

1s al a safe distance from
Now,
duty s not with the discas-
of abstract theones. As |

are engaged 1 a work much more practical

sir, our office and
@on caislators, we
than this, and have to do with the proper ap-
plication of just theories to the business and pur
peses of life. For good or evil our measure 1s at
any rate palpably and

. 3
1}:11 ¢ 0e

tangibly betore you, if

- vt} ™" ¢ ! ’ e bren »
auvining of good 1n 1, 11 can be =een

and handled. if 11 be evil as i1 1s sawd, there 1s
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at least no concealment: but where, | ask. 1s

the measure ol the opposition, where even the

nstalment ol a measure redqueiny one ot el

eories 1o practice ' Sir, their whole

i5 vyagut indelntiie, aund visionury | il exisls
wily in‘imagination, amd cannol be approaclt
sver 1o investirate it.muaeh 1e8s 1o demonstrale

s 3"(-"‘1?‘!_\ 0! !Ul:‘!\‘l‘rll‘!_‘.
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But the opposition is not only wtangibie, 1t

i fneonsistent with itself. Some of our oppo

ents aecepl e DLl as it is, hut desire a reris-

ration 10 be superadied Now 1 coutend the

Rilbeontains a registration, and an eflicient
and  inexpensive one The leaseholders to
«WHoOm 1age rancihise e (.‘\!.".i\1"\1 are LHow Lound
y revster therr leases, and here 1s founa one
the advantages and the 5‘x{('1'\ of our scheme.
i'you carry the {ranclise furiher than we have
you wii be bound to pm\u.c B New e

:
mistration, DEL ont

extension i aecotnmodated

o the evisting laws  The argument tha! if auv |
'ﬂ':;;nﬂm‘ of persoal p ty 1% admitted as a
nualification, all descnplions of personn! pro-
perly are eay .“_ entitle o couler the Privie
re of votinie, 1s more plausibie than sound.-
FlLsss are ne Lize | reconis | Yy Wil tue own- :
aup gt transfers ol pllier speaies ol persou
{ progeciies can Lo ,’u}hn\ ¢l and the assien -

ett! @F e 1O pr g L Al “llll,u_\ﬂ‘\ i3 0'\.\;-

otely mbiv vasy and puore dillicult e ve de-

everything |
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he Carvlieton Sentinel,

tected. We coneede the franchise toa class of
proprMms who have recorded titles to an in-
terest in land—an interest of a fixed and per-
manent natare, and which secures a fixed and
perisanent regard to the wellare of the coun-
try. When the ownership of other kinds ol
personal property is found to possess the same
characteristics it will be entitled to the same
immuuities, and none will be more ready to
acknowledge them than those who have pre-
pared this Bill We have not been insensible
of the unportance of a just franchise. and have
embodied one i our Bill as liberal as we feel
to be judicious in the present circumstances of
the country. If the committee should however
be dissatisfied, I shall only ask that before the
Bill is rejected on this ground we shall at least
be shown what is to be substituted forit-

[t1s objected 10 the seveuth chapter of the
Bill which provides tor the sctilement ot con-
tested e.ections, that 1t denudes s House  of
s constitutivnal powers, aud this I1s an iugenu-
ous vbjection sutted o the ear ol the livuse
and the countiy.  Bul how is the tuct! kvery
oue admits that the preseat systein is uot 1o be
endured, thai some relonn and rehiel must be
attorded.  Qur sysiemn denudes the  touse of
O power, deprives it ot ne nght, it siply
proposes 1 it 10 delegate ils powers lor Lhe
Lo ol serutinies W a cotimision wsiead ol a
cowmnttee.  liue 1l 1s the cvotnnmss.oners are
1 e st Istatce 10 be nuiiuuled by the
Governor bul the) must be appioved by the
dpeaker, and the parncular commissioner 10
be designiuted tor any paiticuiar seruting 1s 1o be
diawu by the House. Tue louse uoes not
aecide these quesuons now, they are referred
0 a commtee drawn by ballot and the 1eport
ol the cvinamnittee 1s always accepted as couciu-
sive.  Under the present system e ume of
the House s wasied and the puble service s
deiayed by the absencs ot wany members on
these scruuny commilees—tis uwe wiil be
saved under our Plil“. and a court erected ill
the particular County, and the coniroversy set-

PN‘.S as anyv sessElons.

this discussion about hiberal views

Cwieosures,  Now, sin | have no hesitaton 1
dasseriing that there is as much real liberaliy
| .

Lamony the members of the Government as 1s

10 be found v the learned and . hou iember

| from Northumberland (Mr. Johnson) or, indeed

among the opposition.  But, sir, the Govern-
menl are burthened with a responsibility ol
and
is here in black aud white be-
fore the commttee aud the

' which their opponents are 1ndependent,
thelir measur.
country, while that

of the oppositton where is it and what is it '—
- Lbelieve, sir, the commitiee will _act in this
matter with entire inditierence 1o the cousider-
at.on whether the Bill comes from the Govern-

ment or those

who are opposed 1o 1t.  The cha-

racter of the measure and the practicability and

value of the system proposed, iustead of i,

any shoulu be proposed, will, 1 am sure, go-

vern vour decision

[ would not be misunderstood, Mr. Chair-

'man with reierence 10 the more important fea-

tures of the scheme which 18 so lun.\v!\' suy

vested by the geutlemen who are oppesed 1o

us. If | eannot assist them in bringing 1 uni-

versal sufirage and vote by ballot, 1t is not

that | have any

theoties of the day, favored by men whose opi-
nions are eutitled at least 1o respectiul cogsi-
deration, | am willing to consider them bu|

even should 1 be covineed of their
in theory something further is

wlator

soundness |

as a ]":.. ‘ can ad ] miust be
V . 1 g )

! tanght how they are to Le reduced to safe and
suceessiul practice.  Wihile then

admit that }

plt them:

| am free 10
ot unite 1o the apprehensions
of those who see nethine but destruction in

these ehanges, T am egually unable to inanlge

the antweipations of advantage which onr oppo-
their

Hents associate with

;“oki l

consideration

itroduaction,
find it quite impossible by any
pown,

alvocales

of my or from any spguestions of their

to vnderstand hew these theories

can be made to conform 10 the coudition of onr
aflairs and the charactes of our mnstitulions.
that s

ranchise is 100 cgntracted, that the rizht 1o vole

5 . "1y
It has Leen arenéd azainst thas Bill

{
:

|t our elections should Le held Dy every rate-

ipa_ven, and that in such case the rate rolls of
the parishes would present a simple and  effi-
cient registration  Now, =ir. Wwithont any cow-
arly fear of experiment;, without any blind re-
gard for precedent, | yet dare not be nnmind-
ful of the experience of Nova Scotia in this
particular.  In the case of our sister Province
we have the example of 2 country lying be-
side usand posszessing similar institutions, and
a people identical in almost every characteris-
tic with our own.  And what is the lesson that
this example teaches? Why that the assess-
ment system is not only infinitely worse than
a franchise restiicted 1o freeholders or enlarg-
e to universal suffrage, but is absolutely and
utterly infupportable. Nova Scotia has tried
the syvstem and condemns it after a trial. not
by the voice of one man or party, but by the
concurrent voices of all men of all parties.  In
that Provinee they hava now vone on to a fran-

chise all but vniversal, limited only by the

| qualification of resulenvv and this is the pro-

position of the Hon. Mr Johuson, the leader of
the Couservative opposition, aup'mrled by the
Provincial Secretary and the foremost men of
the ministerial party. But, 8ir, it must be re-
membered for it is to us a most important fact
that tkis concert in favor of so wide a frnchise
pro«-ewls. from no abstract love of universal suf-
fraze, but because intheir eondition itis im-
possible 10 return to the old gualification of the
frechold, equally impossible to endnre the evils
and corruptiors of the assessment system, and
0 the en y possible escape is to press forward
to the franchise they have now adopted.  Itis
not pretended in the debaie v the Nova Sco-
tia Legislature that the latitudo of this franchise
is to be preferred, on the contrary, it is openly
admitted or mnplied on atl hands thatanecessi-
has led to s adostion.  (Mr.
Gray here quoted larzely fiom the report of the
debate in the Nova Scona Assembly

y. not cnoce,

trom the
British Noith American, msupport of this opi- | *

ted o thiee or fuur wilks which uow occu- |

A great deal has been said in 1the conrse of |

and hiberal |

|
|
|
|

horror or dread of these. As |

i
necessary before |

nion )
.'N.u\\',

we are yet fortunately exempt from any such

sir, while we are free to chooze, while
| necessity. let us take counedl by the experience
Provinee and save ourselves from
the ditheulte

ol a sister
s with whichishe is embarassed
| by the very policy whichisinow so warmly re-
L commended here. Lot the gentlemen of the
opposition fairly study thisexample ard learn
‘,tmu. it, that(f they adopt the assessment sys-
| tem they will be bound to go fuvter and fhat
direetly.  The choice is not betwesn the qua-
lificatgon of landed property and the "payment
of rates, but between the property gualitication
aud vnive:sal sufirage.

This is the real ques-
tion, the question to be discossed and deter-

the members of
| this committee 1s prepared (o go the length of

mined, and yet who amony
| ’ .

Lmiversal sufirage—only the learned and hon-
orable member {rrm the City of St. John—(Mr.
Needham.)

It has been suggested that if there are evils
in the assessment system.

these would be cur-
| ed by incorporating the ballot wahit A mo-
:;mvul’s consideration will sutfice 10 thow that
' this expectation will prove illusory, the bal'ot

| merely regulates the manner of giving and tak.
me votes, and ean in no way affect the power |

of the assessors over the listsof voters,the pow- 1

er, ird e, to franchise or disfrapchise, which
is so painfully presented in the experience of
| Nova Scotia. 1 am satisfied with the franchise
las it 18 10 be found in this Bill, because in fact
Lt places the privilege of voting within [he reach
l“‘ every man who desires it

No man need
be excluded from the franchise unless it be by
indizposition or indolence. Where land is so
abundant and so cheap. every man may be-

ome a _fogeholder, and 1 may

¢ fairly say tha:
looking @t this cirenms ance,

1
!
= Iy say
: the inrroduection
of universal suflvage inte this ecountry at_ this
|mn.e. would be to ofier a geward 10 idleness
| and dissipation. It is 1 this respect that the
instances whieh have been eited, fail in their

England, where

aind the landowners few—Prince

application 10 this colouy.

land 18 searce,
Edwarnd’s Island, owned only 2 few vears sincve

by some thirteen proprietors— Lower Canada
] i

example 10 us where land is five 10 every one.

|

o

!

| . y . : X

t“”h its seigniorses and conyistaires, are no
‘ | have no objection to the bellot if an efiici-
)
:

ent registraliou can be pwv_idwi but tran*“(}'ﬂ

partiality, show us clearly by facts as well as
opinicn, that corrnption and gross corruption is
sometimes found in the elections of the United
States, notwithstanding that the ballot prevails
there almost universallv. Our system is at

any rate possessed of this advantage, here thes |

voters must be corrupted, while there the cor-

ruption of a single assessor or judge accomplish
es the whole purpose.

Practically sir, our elections are as pure as
those of other conntries. and as free as is desire

able or necessary in our present circamstances.

We are safe with our stitutions as they are,
amd | would rather trust them as they are than

fly to changes, the efleets of which muy be
Jdisasterous, |

.

SRS
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[From the St. Joh« Mormng Times }

LEGISLATNE SUMMARY.

WepNespay, April 20
The House was occupied nearly all day in
Supply. Most of the Grants passed were those
recommended by the Seleet Committee on
School Petntions.

The Road Committee recomn ended the fol-
lowing grants :—

GREAT ROADS.

St. John to the Nova Scotia line £1.,600
Kredericton to 8t John via Nerepis 600
St Johnto St Andrews 600
Nerepis to Gagetown 50
Dorchester 1o Shediae 70
Shediae to Petitcodiae 1C0
Richibueto 1o Chatham 750
Neweastle 10 Batharst 500
Bathurst to Belledune 160
Belledune 'o Metis Road 550
Fredeneton to Woodsiock 900
Woodstock to Arestook 500
Arestook 10 Grand Falls \ 50
Fredericton to Finger Board 250
Bellisle 10 Seribner’s 50
Fiederieion 10 Neweastle 900
Fredericton 10 St Andrews 400

Nalisbury to Harvey 500
Shediae to Riehibueto 750
Waweig to St Stephen 200
Woodstock to Houlton 60
Oromocto to Gavetown 50
Ouk Bay to Eel River 400
Bukei s l,mulvn«r to Richibueto 900

Neweastle 1o Pitfield’s 5
Grand Falls to Canada Line 350
athurst 10 Muamichi, via Pokemouche 400

St Johun o Quaco 200
Hampion to Bellisle 25
Cob’s Island o Cape Tormentine 150
Town Landing, Grand Falls, 10 :\mencnn

Boundary V25
Alhert to St. John via Hammond River 500
Isaac Druwy’s to Point Wolfe 200
Dead Water Brook 1o St. Stephen 75
Rous’s 1o Ouk Bay 125
lMsdale’s Farm to Loch Lomond 100
Tilley'’s, Shefficld, via Pendleton’s Mills

to Penitcodiae s 200
Baptist Meeting House, Upham, to

Sussex Vale 100
Lower Tront Brook Biidge to Magagva-

davie 100
Balance dne on Bathurst Bridge 226
For erecting a Bridge over Aartiboy "

River. Northomberland. 708
To complete bridee over the Maduxna-

kik. Woodstocek, 600
Pickard’s Store to American Boum.dry 40
Edmunston to 8t. Franeis 250

Buttermilk Creek 10 Amerigan Boundary 100
Balance dne on Bridge over the Blind

Thoeroughfare, Sunbury 280
£15,65%
BYE ROADS.

Counnty of York £1 350
Couuty of Queens 1,258
County of Gloncester 958
County of Charlotie 1,486
County of Kings 1442
County of Saint John 1.076
County of Sunbary 7160
County of Northnmberland 1,419
Connty. of Restigonche , 760
County of Westmoiland 1,237
Conuty of Kent 922
Counnty of Albert 761
County of Carleto Y88
Connty of Victoria 712

£15,129

£30,788

The above dees not include the Spsual
Grauts 1o the different Counties.

The sum of £100 has he%bsvrihed princi-

| pally by the ladies of the congregation of St.

John'’s Chureh, in this City for, the purpose of
providing a suitable service of plate for the
Communiou table of that Chureh. - Church Wil-

Luf great inlclligeauce aud of wiquesiicnable lu- | ness.
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