» never had been ; he was the same man now as he

the msinnations of the Hon. Members for Kent &

__ though it had retrogaded in France for the season,
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HOUSE OF ASSEIIBLY.
[ From the Head Quarters Exira.]
Frepericron, N. B., Feb. 17, 1854.

Mgz. Jounston’s Speeci CONTINUED.
¢ Whereas for the better protection and man-
agement of the local interests of. Her Majesty’s
subjects, it is expedient that Municipal Authori-
ties be established in this Province.”
That was the very opinion that he (Mr. John-
son) himself entertained, and if it was correct,—
if Municipal Corporations were good for the peo-
ple, as the preamble stated,—#urely he ought not
to be censured for expressing his opinion that it
should be adopted in every County jvhere a ma-
jority was found in favor of it. How the Hon.
Attorney General had fired up yesterday when the
Hon. Members from Kent and Carleton (Messrs.
Cutler and Connell) expressed their donbts as to
whether the Government was sincere or not when
they introduced the Municipal Corporation Bill!
With that, however, he (Mr. Johnson) had nothing
to do. But the Hon. Attorney General, in his
4wrath, turned round and accused him of factious
opposition. Now the Hon. Attorney General should
- have considered that it was as much of an attack
upon him to accuse him of factious opposition, as

Carleton were an attack upon him, (the Hon. At-
torney General), and that while he was repelling
one attack he was making another quite as bad.
Now a factious opposition; if he understood the
meaning of the term, was the opposition of men
combined to oppose a certain party for their own
selfish ends, without regard to justice or the wel-
fare of the people. He would not retort as the
Hon. Att'y General had done, he would not- say that
it was wholly unfounded, but he would say that it
was as'‘unfounded as the insinuations of the Hon.
Members of whom the Hon. Attorney General
" complained ; he would 2o no farther, for to say it
was ¢ wholly unfounded ” would be unparliamen-
tary. The Hon. Attorney General, feeling the
Government strong in the House, was not very
choice in his language towards the Opposition ;
the time was when he was not so proud of a strong
majority at his back ; he had stood there defend-
ing himself when parties were nearly equally bal-
aneed,—when, had a two-third vote been required,
the {Government must have fallen. A change
came over the spirits of some Honorable Mem-
bers since that peried. The Government had
waxed strong, while the opposition ranks had
dwindled away until but a very few remained;
but the few who remained still fought under the
same colors,—they still held the same opinion,
and whatever might be said of them, they could
not be charged with inconsistf‘ncy’b (Hear, hear.)
Takine all these circumstances into consideration
—taking into account the Hon. Attorney General’s
position at the time the present House first met—
it was hardly magninimous in him to charge the
opposition with having been factions. He (Mr.
I.) denied the charge; he was not factious, and

was at the time of the last general election, and if
he did not represent the sentiménts of his consti-
tients now, it was they who had changed and not
him,—it was a question for them to decide, for if
they had changed he was not the proper man to
gerve them. He had looked around him since
he had been a Member of the House and the more
he saw the more he was confirmed in the epinions
he first started with. The march of free institu-
tions and self government was onward; and al-

4%

not seeking to force taxation upon the people, but
to establish the prineiple that the majority shall
wovern ; that was the meaning of the amendment
then before the
the Hon. Attorney General what he might have
done to deserve the opprobrium of being called

—if he had opposed every patriot that had fought
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Committee. He would now tell

factious. If he had been a Member of the House
for sixteen years, and sat there and opposed every
Government that came in and went out during
that “"period, because he was not taken into the
Government, then might he be styled ¢ factious,”

the battles of his country within the walls of that

building,—all those who struggled for Responsi-

ble Government, and an enlightened Colonial Se-

cretary—then might he be accused of factious

opposition ;—had he opposed many younger men

than himself who, because their policy was more

liberal and enlightened, had gone ahead of him,

and received from their country the reward they
merited, then might he have been charged with
factious opposition :—if he had gone on the hust-
ings of the last general election and accused the
Government of being politically dishonest, and
had, almost immediately after, joined them, and
by his deserting the ranks of the Opposition, pre-
vented them from being overthrown, then micht
his conduct have been termed “ factious.” None
of these things had he been guilty of; (Hear,
hear, and laughter) ; but he had oppoesed the Gov-
ermnment because they did not advance in accord-
ance with the wishes of the people ; that was the
opinion he entertained of them at the last general
election, and he did not perceive that they had
changed much since that period,—at all events no
favorable change had taken place in consequence
of their having taken the Hon. Attorney General
into their ranks ; (laughter.) He believed that the
policy ef the Government was not such as the
people wanted. He had no doubt but there were
men in the Govefment conscientiously opposed
to giving the people the power to manage their
own aflairs, believing it would operate to their in-
jury ; while there were men in the Government
of a more liberal turn of mind, who would give
the people this power, if they were not prevented
by their colleagues,—there was one Member of
the Government in favor of the people voting by
ballot, while other Hon. Members of the Govern-
ment were so hoirified at the innovation that when
it was carried in the House they withdre
election Bill.
ciple was factious opposition, t

v

w their
Now if supporting the ballot prin-
hen the Hon.
Provincial Secretary amenable to the charge; and
at all events if the ballot was not a principle the
Government was not prepared to support, and the
Hon. Provineial Secretary supported it against the
wishes of his colleagues, it proved that the Gov-
ernment was formed of discordant materials, and
should not remain together. He repeated that the
Hon. Attorney General, when he defended him-
<elf against the insinuations of two Honorable
Members, should have shown a better example
than to wrong another Member worse than he had
been wronged himself,—the Ion. Attorney Gene-
ral laughed.

was

a

Honorable Attorney General.—Yes, T am de-

lighted.
Mr. Johnson had no doubt of it; the Hon. At-

\
r

see the position in which he stood. When he rose
again to address the Committee he only hoped the

torney General was one of those who could not

Hon. gentleman’s colleagues in the Government
would not have more reason to fear his speech
than they feared the opposition ; (laughter.) He

when the Government of the day might be will- |
ing to take him into their ranks, for the want of
better malerial, as a similar circumstance had hap-
pened, (langhter,) and when, being a member of
the Government, he rose to address the Chair he
hoped his doing so would not have the effect of
making his colleagues look on with fearand trem-
bling lest he commit himself; (much laughter.)

Mr. Boyd said Hon. Members who were absent
when this debate commenced had censured other
Hon. Members unjustly. The debate would not
have occurred if the Hon. Member who was Se-
cretary to the Law Commission had not moved the
amended Chapter, whieh had been first suggested
in the margin of the printed report, and then
handed to him by a Member of the Law Commis-
One |
of his Hon. colleagues had stated that none but

sion with a request that he would move it.

the .rabble, and the idiers about the shire town
would vote for the incorporation of a county, but
they had one trial in the County of Charlotte, and
came within fifteen votes of carrying the majority
prescribed by law, notwithstanding the opposition
of every Magistrate present but one, and the hos-
tility of every Governmant official, who exercised
all their influence to prevent the adoption of the
measure. Every nerve was strained by these

s
«

gentlemen, and the law was interpreted to

5111!

By James §. Segec.

No. 42.

Municipal Institutions not suitable for the rural
it had
been adopted in the County of Carleton, but it
had not lessened the legislation required by that
county in the General

districts where the population is scattered.

Assembly, and if he woas
correctly informed it had not lessened the bicker-
ings and ill-feeling towards one another which
mnty.

previously existed in that county. If the working
of the measure in Carleton was to be taken as a
test, the House was bound to oppose its extension
Some Hon. members had ob
jected to the principle of the two-third vote ;

a vote of two-thirds of the membeis present was

to other Counties.
but

necessary tocarmy certain measures of im;mrmmiv.
N1

)

1

in the Senate of the United States, and this was a

measure of great importance to New Brunswick.
|

If the establishing a municipal corporation in o

county was left to a bare majority, they woul
thus establish a prineiple that a majority of the
He should there-

fore vote for retaining the provision for a two-third

people should be law-makers.

vote in this law. If the people wanted a chango
let them eleet their own maoistrates.

Mr. English had certainly considered the un-
derstanding come to by the committee in the same
light as had been deseribed by the learned doctor
from Gloucester, and in censequence thereof he

had refrained from offerine amendments where he

their purposes, for many

back

e

rate-payers were turned

i1 > 1 »
and not allowed to vote because they occu-

§ ML T g i e
tlding and dad not oceupy the

'

Do

])it‘(l a part of a

\\'}‘()}l‘. T.".«‘}' were I\';:i ‘i';!? T:;\"_\' (hl ﬁul come
under the designaiion “ householders ;”” (laughter.
Another of his Hon. colleaons ecame 1nto St. An-
drews at the head of 2 bricade he had enlisted to

oppose the measure, and he did his best to prevent

the vote from bemg carried, as he had boasted to-

day in the House ; he (M. Boyd) was mistaken,
however. if some of the electors did not recollect

1
L9

it at the next general election. Some Ho
must

County

inerease taxation, but in Carleton—the only
mcerporated in this Province—instead of
that being the case the old debt was paid off, and
the taxes had decreased. He would not take
of the Com
there appeared to

S

Ii'l)

¥
i

the time niftee any longer, and as

e a strone feelinge agiainst alter-

ing the principles of the codified laws h

il

» hoped
the Committee would pass the original chapter,

and make suech alterations in the law as theyv con-

sidered neceszary when they went in Committee

on the bill introduced by the Hon. Member for
Vietoria.
Mr. Smith would not have risen at this stace of

1

personally all
Member for King’s, (Mr.

{

L , :
te had he not been

Hon.

the deba

nded 1o
by the \

M-]
i

an old school-boy fable of the boys and the frog,
and had compared the Hon Member for Kent, the
Hon. and learmmed Member for Northumberland,
frog. “ What is fun to you is death to me,”
the Hon. dlember. Well, he (Mr. Smith) had not
supported the amendment, as it happened : but if
it was death to the Government now to oppose the
prineiples of the Muanicipal Corporation bill intro-

on the Hon. Member held a seat in the House ?

}

the Hon. Member's name recorded as being op-
posed to the Government, and voting to tarn them
out. He would advise the Hon. Member, instead
of challenging the conduct of others, to return to
his first love. In reference to amendment before
the Committee, he did not think the Commission-

ers had acted wisely in recommendinz any organe-

;/it waioqu gathering strength for another strug-

would be time enough for h

. .

(Mr. J.) was not seeking for Executive honors,—it
im to do so many

ic change of the old laws, in codifying them. Had
he been a Member of the House in 1851 he would

M«'M-%I

bers had asserted that Mnnicipal Corporations |

,"Hf‘:.} |

That Hon. Member had draceced into the debate |

and himself, to the naughty boys who Killed the |

said |

duced by them in 1851, how was it the first sessi- |

By referring to the Journals for that year he found |

thought thev were called for, beinz anxious to get
through with the business. The amendmentthen

bef

fore the committee, however, was recommended
by the Law Commission,and moved in accordance
with their request,—and he thought ve
to make long

the sul jeet,and as honorable members unde

ry properly

¥

S0. ll was of no use Spe t'h‘.\‘ Ol

’2'4t\rtt-!

: R sy
the subject he hoped they would decide at once,

» i
* .
Mirow 1t oul.—

and either adopt the amendment or

He must correct one statement made by his hon

1 . » 1 .. g .
colleague, in reference to the adoption of a Muni-

{

cipal Corporation by the County of Carls ton,—all
the Government officials were not opposed to the
measure, for the officer of the Customs, and the
(Mr Connell,—1

ir
Neithei

Postmaster, had supported it.

meant all those holding local offices.)
were all the magistrates opposed to it, as some ol
did

1
)

them voted in 1ts favor: and he not know of

any improper influence made in that County a-

) the

some honorable members in reference

cainst its adoption. In answer allusions of

]
.

the prac-

tical workine of the institution in Carleton, he

aot a Muani

cipal Corporation there, and were content with 1t

He believed the system of simultaneous pulling in
the diiferent parishes right; it was alr

1}
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ne o el

M
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a proper vote at a County etir

whe:e the County was large,—tl

J

L
]

the people w ould

it was not nght to

why not e

nt i " sall 1l sl
not attend. caill (e people to

3
the members of the
]

e T Al\'

the shire town: lect

Assembly in the same manner establish

| the system of simultaneous polling forthat pur

pose! He wouldsupport the first proposition ; and

he would also support the second, because he

As 1o the thind
proposition,—~he was not a Son of Temperance,

thought the majority should rule.

and was therefore unacquainted with the system
had Ho.

thought it was quite easy to decide for or against

the Law Commission recornmended.
the amendment,and he hoped the committee woult
be influenced entirely by its merits—that much,
was due to the Law Commission, by whom it had
been recommended.

Mr. Gilbert said Honorable members might talk
about the necessity of giving the people self-gov-
ernment ; why, one would think to hear them that
the people were sadly oppressed, instead of this
beinz one of the fieest conntries in the world. He
would vote for the amerdment, however, because
it was recommended by the Law Commission,and

.




