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~ Prom the London Punch.

¥othe Noble Airl nt the Head of Her Ma-
Jesty’s ‘Government.

BY A COUNTRYMAN OF HIS.

Tey, Aberdeen, are ye wakin' yet,
And are our drums a beatin’ yet,
The journals lee,
Or fra’ aw’' we see,
The Russians are no' retreatin’ yet.

Hey, Aberdeen, are ye writin’ yet,

In lollow phrases delighin’ yet,
While on Danube's banks
The hostile ranks

Are makin’ ready for fightin’ yet.

ey, Aberdeen, are ye prosin’ yet,
On your Council sofas a dozin’ yet,
To the old world’s sneers,
And the new world’s jeers,
Your Couatry's honor exposin’ yet

Hey, Aberdeen, are ye twaddl'm‘ yet,

And ower yet red tape dawdlin’ yet,
About Nick's good faith,
And his power, and baith, ¢

To your weary colleagues a maudlin’ yet*

Hey, Aberdeen, are ye Premier yet?

We must have some cleverer schemer yet,
Or the Rnssian cat,
Whom ye love to pat,

Will be ower to lick up her cream here yet.
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THE RACE.
An Incident of the Late War,

A tender in the Downs, and a well-manned
boat appreaching the shore.

What a curious
and engaging motley of character do their
crews present to ue! I remember a story of
some man-of-war's men, which will fairly des-
cribe them, though I think even [ a landsman,
can see he difierence a long peace and more
Jdomesticated habits have produced in their
natures.

It was near the end of the last long aud ex-
citing war, when two frigates which had long
been rivals and emulous of one another, though
alike distinguished and successful, were Iin
They

watched one another’s progress, and tried to

harbor at Portsmouth together to refit.
surpass one ancther, and were well understood
to be running a race once moie, @ prepare
their ships for active service, when a little
band of sailor friends, five or six from each
ship, had obtaned leave of absense to go to

London at the same time ; and as they were
“ flash,”
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solved each to take @ coach for themselve 8, OF | ever. if these fine folks had spukcn tous (fl\'l”)’, ‘
a coach for each ship, and thus to keep up their,

old emulation, by running a race together to

LLondon.

Luckily for them, there were two ccaches in
the town—rivals like their ships—the one leav-
ing the George, the other the Fountain, at about
the same time.
inside and outside, was taken at the George by

e}

the men of the lmpetueuse—that of the Foun-

tain in the same way, by the celebrated Ama- |
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As the morning of the departu

much

e approached,
bustle occurred at the cecach ofiice, with

some noise and altercation, and soon the four

horses were being put 1o, but no luggage was |
- ’

geen on the coach roof; when a party consiat-

ine of two well dressed men, snd three still
smarter females, probably ladies, arrived in a
harry, as though fearing they were too late, and |

the following scene ensued at the Amazon : The
voice of one of the gentlemen who had

, was heard aloud tosay :
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There are no seats ; they are all taken.”
“All taken * are you sure ¥
Yes, a party of sailors have taken the whole
coach.”
At this moment,five fine looking fell
low hats, long queues, large whiskers. open
necks, pipes 1in their mouths, and huge sack
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trowsers, swung alongside the office, hallooing

that’s :i;.:'};(: 3lue Peter up, short

stay a-peak, eh? Man the capstan, coachee,

and make sail before t'other chap ; come, bea

& ha

3
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1] 1N ned one to 1 » hoy hav (Y'i'v"}~
upI1un ped one 10 e 00X, nd\m‘_, LOrown nis

bundle on board, while two others clambered up
behind

as it is called, with meney, they re- |

. . |
Accordingly, the whole coach,

owse with !

ernment oflice.

« Bill,” said the man on the box, “putlJim
down 1n the cabin ; he’s freeh this morning,and
better not come aioft, because if the craft rolls,
he’ll be overboard.”

Bat this was not listened to, and up got the
others in front. All this teok place within a
few minutes, when those who desired tobe pas-
sengers were heard to say,

¢ But there’s plenty of reom for us ; are there
nomore? Porter, put upeur luggage.”

“ Now, Sarah, jump in,” added one of the
gentlemen, as he opened the coach door.

¢« Avast, there,” said ode of the sailors, with
a good natured voice; “the berths areall ta-
ken.”

“ What insolence!", exclaimed the angry
man ; “ what right have you to keep people
out where the places are not filled! Get in,
Sareh.”

' Avast there !” was again shouted from the
top, and down came all the Jacks with a leap,
and stood at the coach door.

An appeal, with gesiures and fury, was made
both by themale and female disappointed pas-
sengers, to the office keeper, coachman, and
guard.

“Bat the places are all taken "and paid for,
gentlemen ; we can do nothing ; you mustap-
ply to the sailors themselves.”

“ Not we, indeed ; we insist on their giving |
up the vacant scat—ill behaved, drunken fel- |
lows !” .

# Why, Jack,” said one to the other coolly, |

Here the cleik interposed.

“ But, my men, it is hard that you should!
keep all the coach to yourselves, when these!
gentlemen are so anxious to go, and they wilj|
pay your passage money back; and they will |
want only five places.” |

“ Only five places! there’s a land lubber f{or ‘.
| you, Tom,” said one to the oth

»
er,

“as if they
five would not bring her down by the stern and |
spoil her trim ! ¢ Sir,” he added to one of the |
angry men, ‘ do you see, we've a match with |
the Impetveuse, and if we take in more ballast

they’ll beat us.”

.

The horn of the other coach blew.

and they were springing up, when one of the
fine gentlemen took one of the five fellows by
the collar and held him down.

him off with great indizuity, and drawing hun-
= = bJ b~ |

' #ail to London with the Imperueuse, and we
| wished to have her in the right trim ; howsom-

| and said, ‘ My men, we know the craft is yours,

| have given them a birth, and a pipe apiece and

u
!
't
' but won’t you give us a passage ?’ we should |
| |
|

| . 2 !
| taken our chance with our comrade yonder.— |

. But 10 be boarded in this fashion by a parcel of
. privateers, I'm blowed if I stand it ;" and then
turntng to his somiades, he added, *“ Messmates
all’s {ree here, and no favor: there’s no pennant
' up, so | suy let's fight it out. These land laub-
Less must not Weather us ; nobody shall ge but

Jim Travers and Bill Reberts,

They shall have
| charge ; let them atay aloft; and we’ll send our
bundles in the cabin, and then she’ll be light-
ened a good deal, and be able to spare them
top-galiant sails.”

| Accordingly the two men staid on the top; |
|

the others put their bundles and sticks inside
just then the other coach trotted fast by ; the

' shilling apiece for each bundle and stick,as for
themselves, and away weygt the otherwise empty
coach, with the cheers

of the men and their

companions, the ill suppressed anger of their

outwitted and foiled opponents, and the shouts

of

laughter of at least a hundred people, who
lingered at the coach office to see what was go-
ng on.

In the meantime, a similar, vet very differ-
ent scene had oceurred at the other hotel, the
Fountain, round the rival coach, called, for the
occasion, the Imperueuse
A clergyman, with his wife and two daugh-

|
places for London, where they had been hur-
"iedly called to see a dying #on, in gome gov-
But all the places were taken,
aud nothing could be done for t! All taken ?
—and would none »ive up their pj ces. for at

| least the father and the mother !

“Rere’s a sqall ; mind your helm, my lad.” |

!

|

“ Up, aloft, make sail,” cried one of them; !
1

The tar shook |

|

self up, said te the crowd and the elerk, |
“ Bir, do you see, we took this coach for a|

|
u

spokesman gave the coachman and guourd a

ZYe Cavieton Sentinel.
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“We don’t know ; five sailors of the Impet.
ueuse have taken them all the way to London.”

They were at the moment seen approaching,
rolling along, and alive for any mad frolic.—
The poor lady burst into tears, and ier husband
(ried to console her.

“ We can take a post chaise, my dear, and
post to London ; I will see;” and then added,
“butalas! I fear I cannot afford it; no, we
must give this up.”’

Come, hoist jib, my fine fellows, and fire a
gun and make sail,” said the ‘oremost of the
tars, as he sprang upon the top of.the coach,
and then down he came acain and said, “ No.
I'll go in the eabin, it's more ship shape, and
we shall steady the craft more,”’ and he opened
the coach door, and sprang in with his bundle,
upon which the other four followed,and they all
got inside with their sticks, pipes, &c.,—oneof
them thrust out his head and hallooed :

“ On deck, there, see that you keep a sharp
look out, and tell us when those rascals are in
sight,” meaning their friends on the other coach.

At this moment, the poor clergyman, with
his family by his side,said to the office keeper :

“ Won't these fine fellows allow us to take
the outside places, if we pay for them ¥’—and
turning to them said,

“ My men, we hear that you have taken all
thiz coach, but if yon would be kind enoungh
to allow us to share it with you-—"

“ Why, sir, you see,” said a noble looking tar
putting his head out of the window, “we have

hired the craft on a sailing match to London,
with these Amazons, and if there are too ma-
ny on deck, may be she'll roll when before
the wind, and they’ll beat us.”

“ Well,” said the poor clergyman, with great

courtesy, “T really should not think of intrud-
| ing on your pleasure, but that we are in dis-

tress’ We have heard of the, we fear, fatal sick-
ness of my only boy, and we are hastening to
see him before he dies.”

Here hisvoice faltered, and his dignified wife
and the poor, timid young girls by his side,
burst into tears. The coach was moving off,
and the horn blew—

“ Avast there, shorten sail,let go the anchor
acain,” 2aid one of them ; “1 ean’t stand that
blabbering ; it has made me feel 1 don’tknow
how.”

“ What’s the matter ?”’ said the guard.

“ What's that to you, you lubber? Why,
there are signals of distress here,” and open
flew the ecoach deor and two of them jumped
| out , ar.d the tall one, taking off his lew hat,
' with his pipe in it, stood before the elergyman
and said—

“The eraft ia at your service, sir, and these
' poor things here, shaking in the wind. [sn’t
Eh! my lads! Come,
clear the cabin, it's a cold day; ceme out,
Bill, and give your birth to the ladies; who

are you to be there, when your betters ain’t
served ¥V '

she, Jack—Tom?

The clergyman was beginning to thank them

“ O deek
—not they—what, this cold and sqnally day?

and say they could all go onaide.

No, the ecabin was the piace for these who were
not bronght up before the masy.”

And with imimiiable; thowgh rouzh grace,
and with their hats off and quenes sticking ot
behind, they handed in the wife, the two girls
| and then the clergyman, in spite of his remou-
strances to the contrary. The yeung women,
| overcome with the change, cried rather hyster-
ically, when one sailor turning to another said,
“ Jack, these poor things are low, and so am |
—quite squeamish and odd, as thouch a pufl
would capsize me; let’s have some grog, aud
give the ladies some.”

In & moment they had got their glasses, and
presented them with great importunity at the
coach door,

In the meantime, the luggage
{ was put up, and no small quantity, for there
| were three ladies, and the coachman being in
‘ a hurry, up they all sprang, and stuck one of
| their sticks with a large blue handkerchief, on

" the top of one of the boxes.

|  The elergyman called the office keeper to
| pay their fare, and so to

one ever pays in king’s ships; the poor things
shall have a free passage, and so all mess with
us besides ; it shan’t be said that the Imperu-
euse ever saw signals of distress, and did not
bear down (o lend a hand, Cheer up, sir, mo-
ney’ll help the Jad to London; and you'll have
to pay a bill as long as a boat-hook, depend
upon it; those doctor’s are great thieves. if
there is any trouble below, halloo out and we
shall hear on deck ; keep the poor thinge that
are crying, warm. And now blow your musie
my lad their abaft, and clap all sail on her,”
and off went the coach, amid the shouts of
some and the whimpers of others.

“ Fine fellows, those tars,” said some.

“ Poor fellers, what fools they are not to
take the gentleman’s money,” were the mutter-
ed, half-ashamed words of others. :

With an occasional glimpse of one another
as the almost empty coach reached the crest of
a hill, and the other heavy laden one dipped
into a valley far behind, and whieh, for a mo-
ment, awakened a feeble cheer from the little
craft, as they called the other, the coaehes has-
tened on in the order that might have been ex-
pected, and never stopped without an offering
of hot grog being made to the cabin passengers.
About sunset, they took in their top-gallan;
sails and royals in the crowded streets of
London, and at last let go their anchors, one
in the court-yard of the Belle Sauvage in Lud-
gate Hill, and the other one at the Saracen’s
Head.

The two men who had alone taken thei
passage, as they said, in the first, sprang down
and hurried round the point, and then came
round, head to the wind, and let go her anchor
in the aforesaid well-known court-yard.

Cheers from the victors were answered by
jovial counter cheers frem the beaten, and
down the last all sprang, clean off the top to the
ground, and gathered round the coach to lift
the cabin passengers out, pushing aside first the
porterand then the waiter, making as they said
clear decks : und then opening the coach door
with inimitablé but most unpolished courtesy ;
with their round hats off one side, and huge
quids- in their mouths; they handed out the
clergyman, and his wife and daughters, and
hoped they had not been tossed about by the
rolling and pitching of that ’ere heavy mer-
chanttman! She was no man-of-war at all—
they eould not get nine knots an hour out of
her ; the other might have spared her royals
and studding sails, and they were fairly beat.
But as for that it was all ene, the dibs would
have gone in some way, if net in that, and they
hoped the parson and the vourng ladies would
find all well after all. Doring all this, the
other two sailors looked on with drell surprise,
and then broke out with voiciferous questions,
and some techuical sarcasms, when the spokes-
man of the vanquished party said, “ Why, do
you see, Jim, and ydu Amazons, just as we
were off, light and well trimmed, hs honer there
with a arey head and kind face, and parson’s
riceing, and his convoy, that ’ere mother and
two nretly young uns, that have never seen a
gale or a banyan day, asked for a paesage be-
canse their boy was sick and dving up in Lon-
don here, and they could not get 10 him if we
did not consent. And when we said “npo,’
for we were going to try the rate of sailing
with you, the old man (1 beg your honor's par-
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don) held down his head and the zalls blubber-
ed out, and so Jim we hauled down our colors
and struck outright, and gave them a passage,
lumber and all, and a ®od cargo it ig; and so.
you see we were down in the watersome ineh
es more by this, and it was no use, we could
not come up w

hold out

Jim, with an appalled look and tone, exclaim-
ed, “@honey ! sheer off ; don’t come alongside
me my hearty; if that's the eause on’t | wen't

ith you. And here’s the money,

your fists, you've—"

touch a single copper, nor Bill either, [ know,

| there’s nothing even or above board in it; we

| threw so much cargo overboard and lightened
’ the craft and left Jack and the rest, because of
| those landsharks. And if vou hove to and took
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refund the sailors.— | those poor things in tow, why then it was not
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They heard this, and one said, “ What's that | fair sailing, and we’ll share ulike for this ‘ere
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| boat doing alonzside? that lubber is wanting | cruise, won’t we Bill?

' more money from the cabin passengers.

jut, !

on understanding the nature of the parley, they | after having listened with an interest that ap-
| said, *“ No, hold your tongue, you scribbler ; no | parently absorbed him, and touched him and
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