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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. aent men, whom he much respected—had made
: ' known to the House, through their representatives
1) . . .
[From the Head Quarters Exlra.] they were tired of the manner in which the law
4 ‘ Frepericton, N. B, Feb. 17,1854, |for the election of Parish Officers operates, and
» desired its repeal so far as that County was con-
: . cerned, and that they might be permitted to return
' Mr. Rice thought the Honorable Member for : oo P . .
" : . : iy to the old system, and leave the appointments in
/ Carleton (Mr. Connell) displayed much anxiety ' :
! _ Xy R PXEY ! the hands of the Magistrates ; and the House had
in behalf of the County of Victoria, but as he did : . o :
. : . complied with their wishes. He considered the
- not appear to be thoroughly acquainted with the .
: . : ; people of Queens entitled to the respect of the
proceedings he had attempted to describe, he | 5 .
, ’ - ' . Province at large for the course they had taken,
- would, for the infermation of the House, give a . IMEES
: : : &3 30 i and fot setting an example worthy of imitation ;
: correct version of the affair. The petition request- . . :
8. A . . . (laughter.) Providence had been kind to the peo-
e ¥ ing the Sheriff to call a meeting was properly got : . :
2 : " . Rk . ple of this Province, and they ought to be content.
up and signed—he signed it himself—due notice : TR
. Wik AR . Were the several Counties incorporated, every
L was given by the Sheriff, and everything was| | . . . :
. ek T : election day would become notorious for strife and
right, and according to law up to the day the meet- |, . : .
- : g 13 bickering, the same as had been described as
e was held. He had signed the petition in favor of the S i A :
o 5 ; ; having taken place in Victoria, and he conzidered
1 meeting simply to give the people of his County the | t :
Ca~ Ty : that the Government were not only entitled to the
a opportunity to be incorporated or not, as they liked. ; O
- . . ; 5 thanks of the people of Victoria for the course
v i) After he had signed it several of his constitunents '
. o they had pursued, but to the thanks of the people
h called upon him and stated that they were oppos- o ;
d : : throughout the Province. He hoped this would
o ed to the measure, and asked his advice as to how v : :
. : . ; : " | operate as a check upon the people in other Coun-
) they should prevent its being adopted ; his answer | . R e s S
v, i ; ‘ G S50 5 ties ; Municipal institutions would occasion riots
e was, “ go to the meeting and vote agamst it. On|. : ' :
¥y € . Ak in every County; rowdies and interlopers would
» Y the day appointed for the meeting he attended, _ | , _
Ll e & vote, while the peaceable inhabitants would be
- , and in his opinion there were at least 700 rate- : : v
‘ ; : driven away. An attempt had been made in hes?
d payers present, having a right to vote ; but more 4 &
st : ‘ . . own County to get a charter of incorporation, and
4 than haif of them went by the middle of the aft- : ‘£’ :
J -. b v b a public meeting of the rate payers had been
e ernoon without voting. The reason was, they : )
d . ; . s B called at St. Andrews, to decide. He had
1 could not get a chance to vote. He himself had ; : -
{ # . 3 Y _ mustered as hany as possible of those who'were
ry tried, but was jostled and driven back from the : 2 >
e : wh . | opposed to if, and went to St. Andrews and voted,
h window where the votes were received, and oblig- il e ; .
e 8 . and made use of all his influence against it. 4
e ed to give up the attempt ; a gang of rowdies had ,
s : : " ey few respectable people voted for it, but they hac
n surrounded the window, who made way for those | . i t ) :
o . ‘ _ since discovered their error, and would vote against
- they intended should tote, and beat and drove | . : =
he . T ! it should the attempt be renewed. As to the press
nd back others. Among those who were struck and : _ ) ,
e . ‘ e , , | advocating the change, that did not convinee him
~ driven back was Colonel Coombes, an old and _ ol P 50 1 UG
d. . : } 3 of its necessity, it had the contrary effect on him. |
th respectable inhabitant ; as he attempted to ap- . : A :
: o i3 4 AN He had lately been reading one of the works
proach the polling place he received a violent 3 ey Wty ! :
on . : | written by the celebrated American author—Coo- |
nd blow in the face, and was driven back a great dis- . g
- T ‘ per; and one of his rernarks was that the news-
\ tance. He (Mr. Rice,) then told the people to go . , g : , :
e it o | paper press in the United States misled the peo-
n away, and he would take care to acquaint the :
13 B Pl . i : ple, and that those who read most newspapers |
; Government with the proceedings, who would no B . P
ey . : ; " were the most illiterate portion of the people |
in doubt see them righted ; he had accordingly ac- : g g e F :
. . o g i e and the worst informed. Talking of governmg
quainted the Government with the facts as henow .
: g et o 30 themselves : did not the people govern themselves
«iated them. While many of the inhabitants were . . ' ;
tyibyys £ Lot ok g when they elected their own representatives to |
deprived of the privilege of voting, In the manner Sl 2
= . . 3l come to the Legislature and make laws for them*
he had deseribed, several American cilizens,i ., o ; : b
. R : . What more did they want? He hoped they would |
living on the opposite side of the river, went for- o g, R
: A . . » endeavor to get along without so much debate ; 1
ward and voted three or four times. For his own . ” i § |
D : they did not pursue a different course they would
part he eareg not whether the County was mcor- | o N P : ;
) M . 3 = | not get through this winter ; they had scarcely, as
porated or not, but he considered the Governinent 4 J ; ‘
. 4 e Y - yet, touched the usual heavy business of the sess-
fully justified in the course they had taken. :
8% } 3 ion. He hoped Hon. Membeis would see the ne-
Q aQ ¢ Werv : < $ ' b o :
ted Dr. Thomp.son) was of opinion that il ‘m{*r} cessity of allowing the codilied laws to pass with-
» S » . 3 e 1.( 2 3 1C e . ., wov | : 8,
County in the 1 javince Was oven ited, They | 5ut amendment.
nce would witness nothing but jarring and wrangling. :
e . =y > Q a2 QoTee . 20 -
il the same as bad been desenbed by the Hon. Mem- Mr. M¢Leod said he agreed with the sent:
. . $s . 'n . »nt s 2 WL » the N £y > . aat !
4 ber as having taken place in Victoria. At present ments expressed by the Hon. M mber who last
Six . " - » d o 3 AN & ha o to vos s
areg peace and oood will prevailed, and the people spoke. He did not hea all ot debate yesterday,
. . . o D o g ] . b} MLV 3 )
a were content, excepting where they were stirred having been absent when it commenced, &s no
‘(' " v 1s " re Y ‘T4 » ot » ¢ G
= ap by demagogues. They . should endeavor to discussion was expected: but he had heard
. . i » ~ » an s & S .l ¢ . %
get ﬂv}ong as th_ey wWere. &n(l not SO(‘k 10 nl‘rodu(-e (ll()u___ll 10 l“'("’“l hlnl as to its ll.l.!l.lt_. (!“kl lht Ot
. . . . sais 4 . oayvw SR 12 S
arg these radical changes. Talk about incorporations ! | ¢ #3101 which gave rise toit. His opmion wus,
. : . . r QS } . .‘) . "‘-4‘)\'
T“e Province was incorporated, and that was that they should pass the codified laws as they
enough. The County affairs were better managed | W¢I placed before the House by the Law Com
\x by the Magistrates than they would be by a cor- mission. The Hon. and learned Member for Kent,
' . p' 1 Ao he . ! herls 3 he
poration, and if the Magistrates doune wrong the | the - Hon. Member for Northumberland, and the
. Government conld remove them; and if the Gov- Hon. Member for Weéstmorland (Messrs. Cutler,
v !n“,'- . ie ‘ d . 2 " S itl L& \ v ] ] “, ~ &
i ernment failed in their duty, they were responsis Johnson, and Smith) reminded him of the story
k- SRUNE e SeR il . . ; ) 2 {rOos ¢ i S0 ) as here,—
S e 10 the Honse. The peopl e did not waut ihis 1 of the boys and the froes; and so it was here,
| A e R U R e 4 ; g R ." » Y E Rl ©
l . agitation, and he did not see why the present sys- | W hat was fuy to the three Hon. Members—h
£ o AT i ! » 23 1 AMPEYY 1 )L » & PSRl v Ju— » (
% ‘tem was not as good as for the people to elect | ™¢ ant their interminable sp{“l“.'\. was de .x.th Lo
4 SRR AL £ 1% ' R 5 . 5 . g 5 i \ AN 7T S o [1sle N
R 'lemcj'ﬂors 1o manage the affairs of their respect- other Hon. Members who were sitting listening to
’ ‘: ’ ‘: . : : ok ‘, 4 s ¥ oL ! B 1 . L L 11 Yo & b M ) 3 AP PN -
RD L "'v’ c%nnt"a’wuley Woul\l be very hk.,ly to (\]‘\‘.t tlu m . dllll 1 L\hllll( ip \l' ( orpor Hi1ons Were ex
“demagogues, who would deceive them. The | tended to every County it would be death to the
3 ; \ ? %4 ¥ i : » ¥ » 2 ) . he » ! 'Y ; ol
# 5 : \ pmt N Qmer d‘y ‘hat t}‘a peopln (uulllr) . ll( conte U\l(.\l lh,l‘. e l)l. Up‘\. ll\,l .ll ‘
. arenot in favor of these changes, for. the County | ready enjoy self-government,—he could speak for
1 e 1 . " b . ¢ "L o 2 - . >
¥ .af Queens—a County inhabited by quiet intelli- the County of Kings, where the people were
. L » 130 ‘ \
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“ Qur Queen and Constitution.”
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nt of their
The representatives of
the County of Carleton might boast of their Coun-
ty being incorporated, but certainly the people of
that County did not manage their own aflairs, for
they came before the House and got more Legis-

quite satisfied with the manageme
affairs by the magistrates.

lation at-their hands than almost any other Coun-
ty in the Province ; he believed that if they were
called upon to legislate as much for every other
County as they were ecalled upon to do for Carle-
ton—which no doubt would be the case if they
were all incorporated—the three hundred and six-
ty-five days in the year would not give time
enough for them to get through. It was not an
English system, for the Counties in that Country
were not incorporated ; only the boroughs. He
could not vote for the amendment, and if there
was a motion before the Committee to strike out
the whole chapter he would vote forit. If the
County of Kings, or any other County, did not

"
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rule, instead of the majority. Notwithstanding
the assertion made by the Hon. Member who had
just addressed the Committee, he believed that if
a simple measure of incorporation was submitted
to the people of King’s, a majority of them would
hey would be glad o
embrace the advantages of self-government. (Mr.
MecLeod,—¢ They have it now.”) He (Mr. C.)
denied it. He could understand the assertion it
it came from the Hon. and learned Doctor from
Charlotte. but he did

came from the Hon. Member for King’s.

accept of it.—he believed 1

not understand it when 1t
Under
the system, while the Macistrates—the nominees
of the Government—ruled, the rights of the peo-
ple were disposed of without that care that would
If the

people of Kino’s were satisfied with the manage-

be taken if the manacers were elected.

men of their affairs by the Maoistrates, 1t was not
th L

name. where lareer sums were levied by assess-

so with the people in some Counties he could

wish to be incorporated, why should they be co-

erced? Why not let them remain as they are, if |

they are contented with the management of their
saffairs under the present system. He hoped this
'would be the last discussion they would have up-
'on the principles of the Codified laws.

Mr. Smith wished to know if he was the
Member for Westmorland the Hon. Member for

Kine's had alluded to.

Mr. McLeod,—Yes, 1alluded 1o the Hon. Mem-
ber 1ot as one of those in favor of foremg Muui-
cipal corperations on the people of this Province,
but as being connected with the queries, replies,
rejoinders, and retorts by which the progress of
the Committee has been retarded.

Mr. Cutler had taken no part in the discussion

| until the whole subject was opened up. He had
been taken to task yesterday by the Hon. Attorney
General for the manner in whi®h he had express-

1

ed himeelf. and as the Hon. Member for Carleton

33 &

had replied to a similar attack, he should follow

2}

| on that the Government had not further »d the esta- |
blishment of Municipal Corporations in 1851, hi

| had alluded particularly to the Bill the vl

| broucht down,—a pounderons document of fifty

|

I

‘! nad

| his example.
!

|

|

|

|

|

l » - » ‘ -

| sections, caleulated to frichten the people, and
| defeat its ostensible object, and he was justifie
in forming the opinion that the pondergus measure
with all its machinery, was not caleulated to faci-
litate the introduction of Muniecipal Institutions,
but to retard them. Ie had not said the Govern-

ment intended to preveut Municipal Corporations

('l'l'd”f'“'_""d for it, the best defence he could n ake

| would be to point to the present imperfect and te-
| dious law.—a law the people would not accept
because they were frightened at it. and friohtened

Y-

also at the assertions rv;n-;ltc\ii;.' made by the of

1

ponents of the svstem, that it would increase

: : F s
cal taxation, which was not necessarily the case.
What the pvnpic wanted was a sunpie mode
DOW ered to elect their own oflicers and

being ey
\ )

k.
1Ol

however, soon to see

porating every County and Parish in thefProvinee

FCUINSCrit

n“;

Munieipal Institutions detined and ¢
’ ‘ » - 1"‘ g ¥ ) » ‘\ y ‘ »
: the nghts ol the peopie.
', 1o

| he would take upt

llal he bLeen anxious

argne as 10 the wlenhons ot tae Goyvernment

he Bill they wtroduced in 1851,

display its ponderous and unnecessary machmery,

based u

t the minority shall

o ~ » 3 » 3 .
i3 defects, the whole Deing
ha

B

| and expose
iun the absurd priaciple t

gr=

ment than was necessary, and in some places pro-
the
pended had not been produced.

per accounts showing hLow money was ex-
He believed that
complaints of this nature had been made in most
of the Counties in the Province, although not so
likely to eccur again, as the Grand Juries possess-

Ho

ed more power than t

|

\

|

!

|

| passing of the chapter as it was printed, had not
i 2
|

{

|

|

When he had stated it as his opini- |

3
=

from being established, but if he had, and was |

L
0= |

;.'L'

; manace their own afiairs, which s! bhe com- |
| prised in 2 Bill of three sections, and not a pon-
li derous, complicated machine calculated to inspire !
| them with alarm. The Hon. Member tor Xing's
' was wronz when he asserted that the DProvince
was incorpornted. It was not so. He hoped

a simple act in foree. incor- |

hey formerly enjoyed.

apologised for taking up the time of the Commut-
tee. but he eonld not avoid it, having been speci-

" > - & » - > .' . 1 »
allv referred to vesterday by

the Hon. Attornev
1 ;

General. He would not have interfered with the

]

2 b 4
4 -
tne Las 1 i

eretary to Law Commission shaved

the amendment. and the Hon. Attorney General

F ) b 2 S e } PR .. . P
openai the disenssion Dy approving of the first

Hon

rws moved theie

proposition eentained therein. Thus the

M

R ] - ] .
umendments whenever they

|

> 1
ic

} 1 ] | ! £ 4}
moers wino ltad ciarse ol L€

thought proper, and

commenced

| able Members took part in the

but when cther Honor-

d

a discussion,

iscussion they
‘ 5

eried out at their interference,

and deprecated

their taking up the time of the Committee in use-
i

(ISCUS810.

Dr. Gordon thought the understanding come to
| by the Committee some days ago was o be bind-
| ing,—that they were not to alter the principle ol
Y ha aadified Eas bt t6 anrew ont'thd
' the codified Laws, but to carry out the recommen-
| dations ef the Law Commission, and when any

Hon Member saw anything he wished to amend

t to make the attempt to attach an amendment

to the report, but to try the gnestion by bringing in

a St’lwr:xh‘, B:il

Some Hon. Members had carried

and he regret

.

’ sy —_ k-4 Y
cement 1n goed ialti,

out this arrat

| ted that others had not Jone the same. He carect

not whether the amendmeut were carried or no#j
: * | ’ 1 r
as it would not ceerce the people, but allow thd

maiotity to decide whether 'y would be incer
porated or not. The people ol Gloucester, whon
| he had the honor to represent, were not prepared
| for a Munieipal Corporation, nor did they want ing
; but whenever tht time came thata n‘.x,milﬁ; ol If."
| rate-payers of that Coun'y desired to be incorpe
| rated he would not oppose it,
| M. Johnson said Hoo. Members might say w hu‘
they chose about breaking the arrangement enter
ed into. but he did not understand that they ha
bound themselves to swallow the book as it stood¥
and il any arravgement was broken in provokin
this Jebate it was done by the Hon. Membe

| who was Secretary to the Law Commission, an
the Hon Attorney General who had charge of th
hitl  The Secretary had moved the amendwmnen

L and stated that it was placed in his hands by th
head the Law Commission, and the Honomb!
' Atorney General bad immediately nisen and secjg
' onded the first proposition, stating his uncertai

ty about the \'L‘C*hh', and his di:{;lpp:n\ al q
the thind. The amendment, therefore, was Y

|earry out the suggestious of the Law Comuwida,
A

Ty



