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THE FIRST CANNON SHOT.

BY CHARLES SWAIN.

Havk ! over Europe sounding
The first, the signal gun;

The fire has burst, the blow is struck,
The fatal deed 1s done!

I'rom north to south it echoes,
I'rom east to west afar,

The insulted nations join their heads,
And gather to the war.

'rom restless slumbers waking,
The thunder in her ear,

Unhappy Poland starts to life,
And grasps her breken spear.

Old Rome grows young to hear 1t ;
Paabre's mischief in her glance ;

And Houpgarv mounts her battle steed,
And waves her fiery lance.

Not long shall last the combat,
Thoueh Russia lavgh to scorn ;
"he wroneful cause, if up to-day,

Y q
ls down to-morrow morn. .
. ] - |
When France unites with England
defeat and shame, |
Y e foes of richt who force the fizht, |
\nd fan the heedless flame.
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lHark ! over Europe iding,
The first, the signal gun:

Put when the last loud cannon peal

{ victory wouil. '
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Your hour shall not Yast long:
They may not, cannot, shall not win |
Who battle in' the wrong. |
l
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RARORS OF THE INQUISITION,

teo, in respect to the
enclosure. In feeling my way, 1|

1iad found many :1‘::;‘¢x>f and thus deduced an
fect
{rom le-

simpi_\'

o . 1 {
dea of areat irregularity ; se potent is the ef

darkness upon one arousing
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)dd intervals, The general shape of the prison

What I had taken ‘or masonry
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» plates, whese sutures or joints occasiened
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iic enclosure was rudely daubed 1
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-harnel superstition of the monks had given

rise. The fizures of fiends in aspects of me-
ace, with skeleton forms, and other more
ally fearicl images, overspread and disfigured
§ walls 1 observed that the outiines of these
strosities were suilicient! y distinet, but tha
e colours seemed faded and blurred, as if from
e elliects ol a damp alm ‘\'i"f:z':.‘. l now no-
{ the flo ., which was of stone. Inthe
ni yaw s L1 arl { :‘x m naose
iws | had « ! but it was 1 *0:‘3( )
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—for my onal e« on had been greatly
hanoed di slumben I now lay upon my
ek, and at | length, on a s s of lo
amework of wood. To this 1 was securely
wund by a long strap resembling a surcingle
wssed in1 v convolutions about my limbs
i bo 1 1 f:'.:t‘l'n' 02:'\' In }xx; | al d
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) ! S lv mysell wit
1 ) ¢ \ | lay by my siue on
e floor. | y horror, that the pitche
ad bes . to mv horror, for 1!
A8 O ) lel thirst 1
rst il ; ) be the design ol my per-
gecuiors 10 sumulate—{or the food i1n the dish

was meal pang

Looking upward, I surveyed the ceiling of
my prisen. t was some thirty or forty fecet
ovedd | an { ucie 1 a2 the side

ls. In one its panels a very singular
floure rivetted my hole atltention. It was the

of Time as he is re-
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to be the

nainted fiour commonly

presented. save that, in lieu of a scythe, he he

what, at a easual glance, | supposed

pictured mmagze of a huge
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clocks. There was some- |
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the appearance of this ma.
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vhich causs regard it more at
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L more in
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| increased in extent by neaily a yard.

‘now observed—with what horror it is neec
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| of a razor.
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' as if through leng in:mi!iu'!.
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[ fancied that [ saw it in metion In an in.
'stant afterwards the faney was confirmed. Its
'sweep was brief , and of course slow, | watched
it for mmutf-s, somewhat in fear, but
wonder.

some

While T gazed directly uvpward at |
(it (for its position was immediately over me,) |
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 thirty feet or more), and the hissing vigor of its

'of iron, still the fraying of my robe would be all
Wearied at length with ob- |

serving its dull movement, T tarned my eyes |

upon the other objects in the cell,

A slight noise attracted my notice, and,
looking to the floor, | saw sgeveral enormons

rate issued from the
well, which lay just within wew to my right.

Iiven | gazed,

traversing it. They had

then, while they came

allured

up in

huriiedly, with ravenous eyes,

utol the meat,  I'rom this it reqaired

much eflort and attention to seare them aw ay.
It might have ?m'-n half an hour, perhaps

even aun hour, (for I could take but i'nlwrfu‘t
note of ume.) before |

What |

amazed me.

again cast my eyes up

ward then saw confeunded and

I’he sweep of the pendulum had
As a

' natural consequence, its velocity was alse muoch

greater. DBut what mainly distarbed me, was
the idea that it had perceptibly descended. 1
lless

to say—that its nether extremity was formed

' of a crescent of ~'l'nmin‘r steel, about a foot in
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the horns
under edge 4,\1(101,11)' as keen as that

from hern to hornj upward,
al ni the
Like a razor also, it seemed mas-
sive and heavy, tapering from the edoe into a
stracture above. It was ap- |
pended to a weighty rod of brass, and the whole |
hissed as it swong throughuthe air.

[ could no longer doubt the doom prepared
Aly

cognizance of the pit had become known to the

monkish ingenuity in torture.
inquisitorial agents—the pit, whose horrors had
been destined for so bold a recusant as mysell
—the pit, typical of hell, and regarded by ru-
ltima Thule of all their punishs
The plunge into this pit T hac
merest of

as the
ments.
by the

surprise,

avoided
accidents, and I knew that
or entfrapment into torment, formed a

he grotesquerie of these
Having failed to fall, it was
no part of the demon plan to hurl me into the
‘.Y\_\.\

and thus (there being no alternative) a
different milder d

and a estruction awaited me.
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Milder! smiled in my agony as I thoug

m of such a term.
What boots it to tell of the long, long hours
of horror more than 1“0‘.:J, dmm: whiech [
ons of the
l:nc——\\'ith a

the rushine oscillat
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stee] !
inch—line by descent
able at intervals that seemed ages
! Days

—it might have been that many days passed

only "'Lm"n’:

—down and still down it ecame passed

—_—re lt 11'1-\\ l SO C ‘() e }\ over me as to 1&] me
odor of the
If into my nostrils.

'1 1 i1ts acrid breath. The :_-.m:'p

i'r‘«-;'
eaven with
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ly deseent. [ grew frantically mad. and

struggied to force myself upward acrainst the
And then T fell
and lay smiling at the 2litter. |

e bauble.

| of utter insensi- |

sweep of the fearful scimitar.
calm,
inrideath.  as o akild .

Ing deain, as a coud at some rat
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intervs
it was brief, for, upon again lapsing into
, there had been no perceptible descent in the |
i But it might ha

endulum. we been lono—for

. | knew that there were demons who took nole

of my swoon, and who could have arrested the
vibration at pleasure.

| 1 fel

Upon my
inexpressi

recevery, too,
bly—sick and w eak,
amid the

it ve |_'.—(m,
Even
agonies of that period, t }w ‘mm.x.\ nature craved

With painful

ort I outstretched my

131 left arm as far as my bonds permitted, and took

possession of the emall remnant which had been

spared me by the rats. As | put a poition of it
within my lips, there mshed to my mind a half

formed thought of joy—of hope ; yet what bu-

siness had I with hope? It was, as I say, a
half-formed thought—man has many such,
which are never completed. [ feit that it was

of joy—of hope ;

but I felt also that it had pe-
rished in 1ts formation. In vain [ strueeled to
perfect, to regain it.

annihilated all my ordinary powers of mind.—

1 was an imbecile, an idiot.

The wibration of the pendulum was at right
I saw that the erescent

» heart

angles to my length.

was designed to cross the re: zion of th

‘further than this refleetion.

spirit! to my heart,
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' the descent, although death would have

[ prayed, I {

|

Long suffering had nearly |

' above the elbow, I would have scized and at-

| My eyes followed its outward or upward whirls

| ing of the machinery would precipitate that

| bosom in the track of the pendulum!
ling to find my
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It wonld fray the serge of my robe, it would
repeat its operatiens—again—and again. Not-

withstanding its terrifically wide sweep (some
descent, sufficient to sunder these very walls
that, for several minuges, it would accomplish.
And at this thought I paused. [ dured not go
[ dwelt upon it
with a pertinacity of altention—as if, in so
dwelling, T could arrest here the descent of the
steel. [ forced myselfto ponder npon the sound
of the crescent as it would pass acruss the gar-
ment—-upon the peenliar thrilling sensation |
which the [riction of cloth produces on the
I pondered vpon all this frivolity until |
my teeth were on edge.

nerves.

Down—steadily down it crept. [ took '1‘

frenzied pleasure in contrasting i downward

To the 'i-"".t““l() the
“"

with its lateral velocity.
le{t—far and wide—with the ned
thy pace of
[ alternately langhed and howled,
as the one or the other idea orew medomm.mt
Down—-certainly, It vi-
brated within of my bosom! 1
struggled violently—furiously—to free my left
arm. This was free only from the elbow to the
hand. 1could reach the latter, fiom the platter
with great effort, but

Could T have broken the lfastenings
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with the steal
the 'if’t‘l"
relenh(‘s‘m} down!
three inches

beside me, to my mouth,
no farther.

tempted to arrest the pendulom. T might as
well have attempted to arrest an avalanche!
Down—still unceasingly—still inevitably
down! I gasped and struggled at each vibra-
tion. 1 shrunk convulsively at its every sweep.
with the cagerness of the most unmeaning des- |
pair; they closed themselves spasmodically at
béen
Still T qui-
vered in every nerve to think how slight a sink-

a relief—oh, how- unspeakable !

keen, glistening axe upon my bosom. It was
hope that prompted the nerve to quiver—the |
frame to shrink. It was hope—the hope that
triumphs on the rack—that whispers to the
death-condemned even in the dungeons of the
Inquisition.

I saw that some ten or
would bring the

twelve vibrations
steel in actuoal contact with
my robe—and with this observation there sud-
over my-spirit all the keen, col-

denly came
I'or the first time
during many hours, or perhaps days, [ thought, :
It now

lected calmness of despair.

the bandage, or |
which enveloped me, was unique.
The first stroke |
athwart any portion
of the band would so detach it that it might
be unwound from my person by means of my
left hand. But how fearful, in that case, the |
proximity of the steel! The result of the|
slightest struagle, Was it likely, |
that the minions of thee torturer had

occurred to me, that
surcingle,
[ was tied by no separate cord.
of the razor-like crescent

how deadly !
moreover,
not fx,rwm aud provided for this possibility 7—

| Was it probable that the bandage crossed my

Dread-

nt, seamed, my laste|

and, as it s
ted my head as
The |

limbs and body-—save |
roying crescent.

honc frustrated, I so far vlnv*

to obtain a dlsz net view of my breast.
surcingle enveloped my
in the path of the dest

Scarcely had I dropped my head back into |
its origisal position, when there flashed upon |
my mind what I cannot better desecribe than as |
the unformed half of that idea of deliverance |
to which I have previously alluded, and of
which a wmoity only floated indeterminately
throngh my brain when I raised food to my
| burning lips.

The whole thonght was now |
present—ieeble, scarcely tane, scarcely « definite |
| —but still entire. 1 proceeded at once, with ,
the nervous energy of despair, to attempt its exe- |
cution, ‘

For many hours the immediate vicinity 8 |
the Jow framework upor which Ilay, had been ’
literally swarmed with rats, |
l)OH,

They were wild,
ravenous—their red eves

glaring upon |
me as if they waited but for motionlessness | i
?on my part to make me their prey. “To what |
| food,” I thought, “have they bLeen accustome L"
lin lhe well ¥
| They had devoured, in spite of my efi'()rth]

| to prevent them, all but a emall remnant "['

' leaped uwpoun the
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the contents of the dish. I had fallen into an
habitugl see-saw, or wave of the hand about
the platter; and at length, the wnconscious
uniformity of the movement deprived it of
effect. In their voracity, the vermin frequently
fastened their s! harp fangs in my fiagers. With
the particles of the oily and spicy viands which
now remained, T thoroughly robbed the ban-
dage wherever 1 could reach it: then, raising
my hand from the floor, I lay breathlessly
still,

At first the ravenous animals were startled
and terrified at the change—at the cessation
of movement. They shrank alarmedly back :
many sought the well.
a moment,

But thiz was only for
1 had not counted
theiv voracity.

without motien,

1 vain
Observine that |

npon
remained
the

framework, and ame!t

one or two of boliiest
at the
This seemed the signal for a ge-
Forth from the well they hurried
They c¢lung to the wood—
they overran it; and leaped in hundreds upor
my person. The measured movement of the
pendalum distorbed them not at all. Avoid,
ing itz strokes, they busiell’ themselves with
the aneinted bnndago. They pressed—they
swarmed upon me in ever aceumulating heaps-
They writhed upon my throat : their cold lips
sought my own; I was half-stifled by their
thronging pressure; disgust, for which the
world has no name, swelled my bosom, and
chilled, with heavy clamminess, my heart.—
Yet one minute, and I felt that the struggle
wouald be over. Plainuly I perceived the loosen-
ing of the bandage. 1 knew that in more
than one place it must be already severed.—
With a more than human resolution I lay
stiil.

Nor had 1 erred in

surcingle,
neral rush.
in fresh troops.

my calculations—nor
had T endured in vain. T at length felt that
[ was free. The surcingle hung in ribands
from my body. But the stroke of the pendu-
lum already pressed npon my bosom. It had
divided the serge of the robe. Tt had cut
through the linen beneath. Twice again it
swung, and a sharp sense of pain shot thro’
every nerve. but the moment of escape had
arrived. At a wave of my hand my deliverers
hurried tumultuously away. With a steady
movement-—cautious, sidelong, shrinking, and
slow—TI slid from the embree of the bandage,
and beyond the reach of the cymetar. For
the moment, at least, I was free.

Free !—and in the grasp of the Inquisition!
[ had scarcely stepped from my wooden bed
of horror upon the stone floor of the prison,
when the motion of the hellish machine ceased!
and I beheld it drawn up, by seme invisible
force through the cealing. This was a lesson
which Itook desperately to heart.
motion was undoubtedly watehed.

My every
Free !—1
had but escaped death in one form of agony,
to be delivered unto worse than death in som
other. With that theuwght
nervously aronnd on iron that
hemmed me in. Something unusual—some
change which, at first, I could not appreciate
distinctly—it was obvious had taken place in
the apartment. For many minutes of a dreamy
and trembling abstraction,
vain,

I rolled my eyes
the barriers of

[ busied myself in
unconnected conjecture. During this
for the first time, of
sulphurious ligcht which illu-
mined the cell. It proceeded from a fissure,
half an inch in width,
around the
which thus appeared,
from the
but of course in

period [ became aware,
the origin of the

extending entirely
base of the walis
weore completely
I endeavored,
through the

prison at the
and
separated floor.
vain, 1o look
aperture.

As | arose from the attempt, the mystery
of the alteration in the chiamber broke at

upon my understanding,

once
I have observed that

3

althongh the outlines of the figures upon the

the walls were sufficiently distinet, yet the
colors seemed blurred and nn!e,hm!v These
colors had now assumed, and were momen-

tarily assuming, a starthng and most intense

| brilliane 'y, that gave to the spectral and l‘vnd-

ish portraitures an that might have
thrilled even firmer nerves than my own.—
Demon eyes, of a wild and ghastly vivaeity,
me in a thousand directions,
where none had been visible before, and
gleamed with the lurid lustre of a fire that

aapect

clared upon
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