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[ At thﬂ reqnest of '\lr M‘CO\ te'lgher of the
Grammar School in this place, we insert the
following Essay, written by T. P. Peabody, to
whom the Medal was adjudged for proficiency
in Composition.—Ed. Sentinel. |

ALFRED THE GREAT.

AL¥reED was the most famous of all the Saxon
kings of England, and very early in life gave marks
of those great virtues and shining talents which
afterwards gave splendour to his reign, and by
which during times of the igreatest difficulty and
distress, he was able to save his country from utter
‘ruin and subversion. At the age of five he was
sent by his father to Rome, yet such was the bar-
barism of those times that he was unable to read
before his twelfth year.

His genius was first roused by the recital of some
Saxon poems, which recounted the praise of he-

roes, and in which the Queen took delight. These

poems served to expand those noble and elevated.

sentiments which he had received from nature.—
Stimulated by his own ardent imagination and en-
couraged by the Queen, he soon learned to read
these Compositions; and also to acquire a know-
ledge of the Latin tongue, in which he met with
authors who better prompted his heroie spirit and
guided his ambition. He was so much absorbed
in his literary pursuits, that on his accession to
Royalty, he rather regarded the event as an object
of regret than of pleasure. But being called to the

throne in preference to his brother's children, as

well as by the will of his father and the voice of

the nation, he shook off his literary indolence, and

exerted himself in the defence of his people.

He had hardly buried his brother, when he was

oblized to take the field to oppose the Danes, who
ad seized Wilton and were ravaging and devas-
tating the Country round. He marched against
them with the few troops he could assemble on a
sudden, and at first gained an advantage, but pm'-
suing the victory too far, the superiority in num-
bers of the Danes prevailed, and recovered them
the day. Their loss, however, was so considera-
ble, that fearing Alfred would receive fresh rein-
forcements, they were willing to stipulate for a
safe retreat, and pmnﬁsed to depart the kingdon
New bands of these adventurers continued to
pour over every year, and although frequently re-
pulsed by Alfred, they were ne\'ei.sfcourag'm!. but
always returned with increasing numpers, till they
firmly esMblished themselves in the islands
Thanet and Sheppey, at the mouth of the river
Thames, from whence they made constant incur-
sions into the neighboring country.
They gradually overran the greater part of Eng-
land, built castles
themselves In

and fortified posts to secure
the possession of the country, and

treated the inhabitants with barbarous oppression |

and crns}ly. The Saxons at last became quite
Finding that after all the .iniserable
havoc they had undergone, both in their persons
and in their property, and aiter all the vigorous
exertions theyhad made in theirown defence, th: 1t
fresh bands continued to arrive every year up«m
the coast, they lost all hopes of successfully resist-
ing the invaders. Some left their country and re-
tirad into Wales, or fled beyond the sea,and others
submitted to the conquerors, in hopes of appeasing
their fury by a servile obedience
engrossed in concern for
Alfred exhorted them to
make one effort more in defence of their prince,
their country, and their liberties, but they were so
terrified at even the nane of the Danes, that he was

dispirited.

The attention
of every man was now
his own preservation.

\

| the country,

' which he acquired from the Danes.

unable to assemble a sufficient number of men >
risk the chances of an engagement with the enemy,

e was therefore obliged to relinquish the en-
signs of his dignity, to dismiss his servants. and te
seek refuge in the disguise of a peasant, in the hut
of a neatherd or cattle-keeper, who had been en-
trusted with the care of some of his cattle.

During his stay with the peasant, there passed
an incident which has been recorded by all the
historians and was long preserved by popular tra.
dition, though ‘it contains nothing memonbm in
itself, except 80 far as every eircumstance is inte-
resting which fattends so much virtue and dignity
reduced to such distress. The wife of the neatherd
was ignorant of the condition of her royal guest,
and obser\'mg_hxm one day by the nrcsx.;‘.e trim-
ming his bows and arrows, she desired him to take
cakes which were
she was emplpyed elsewhere in other domestic
affairs ; but Alfred, whose thoughts were otherwise
engaged, negleeted this injunction, and the good
woman, on hef return, finding her cakes all burnt,
rated the king very severely, and upbraided him
that he alwaysseemed very well pleased to eat her
warm cakes,Mhouch he
toasting them.

care of some toasting, whilst

was thus negligent in

Alfred lived in this way for some time, and |

nused himself with musie, and supported his

.mmb e lotwith the hopesofbetter fortune. Though

fo «l‘l“*’ an enemy in every narter, and sup posed to 3
i 2

be dead by most of his followers, yet he resolved
to remain in the country, to aid in bringing it re-
lief on the fir®™ occasion that offered.

casion,

On one oc-
Alfred, in company with an associate to
whom he had revealed himself, were roaming about
they heard a tramp of horsemen ap-
proaching. Fearing they were Danes, they hid
themselves among the bushes, but on coming in
sight, Alfred discovered them to be the Earl of
Berks, a Saxon nobleman, with a number of at-
Seeing Alfrerd in the way he inquired
the road to Taunton,

tendants.

and-on beinganswered by the

| king, the Earl was struck by the sound of his

voice, and demanded who he was.
ing him away from his followers, into the thicket,
removed his peasant’s cap, and disclosed to the
R stonished Earl. the well-khown fe:

eyes of the astonished Earl, the well-known {ea-

"' A Sl . ™ B
tures of the Saxon king. The Earl

1

that he was about to assemble his retainers, and

take up arms against the Danes; they arranged

measures tozether, and the Earl departed on his

enterprise. Alfred again returned to the peasant's
cottare, to wait for a favorable moment to attac K
the enemy.
By degrees, Alfred, as he found the search of the
enemy become more remiss, collected a small
band. and retreated into the centre of a bog, formed
by the stagnant waters of the Thoneend Parret,
in Somersetshire.
on them, ren-
dered himself secure hy fortifications, but more so

oround, and building a habitation

by the unknown and inacc essible roads which led

to it, and by the forests and morasses by wh ich it

was in every way environed. From this place, he
made frequent and mwxpcvtml sallies upon the
Danes, who often felt the vigor of his 'arm, but
knew not irom what quarter the blow came. He
subsisted himself and his band by the plunder

suecesses, he apened their minds

withstanding their present low condition, more | |

important victories might attend his valeur.
Alfred lay concealed in this place, and continued
this mode of warfare during a twelvemonth, when
the news of a prosperous event reached his ears,
and called him to the field. The Danish chiel
tain, Hubba, having spread devastation, fire, and
slhughter over Wajes, landed in Devoushire from

e S S w-&-mw».wa-»,

e o e e e

Alfred, draw- |

informed him |

Here he found two acres of firm ! 1

From small |
s 10 hnl)p t! ldt“ﬂ'- {

\ 1
€l

twenty-three ves
. Kinwith, near Hm mouth of the small river Tau.
Oddune, Earl of Devonshire, with his followers,
had taken refuge there, and not being well sup-
plied with provisions, or even with water, he ('w
termined,. by a vigorous effort, to prevent the ne-
cessity of submitting to the barbarous enemy, and
for this purpose, made a sudden sally upon the
Danes before sun-rising. The Danes, not expect-
ing such a sudden movement, and being quite un-
prepared, were put to the route, with great slaugh-
ter, and Oddune, pursuing them, killed Hubba
| himself, and got possession of the famous Reafen,
or enchanted standard, in which the Danes pat
oreat confidence. On this

ny magical incantations, by the

“ Reafen,” curiously in-
terwoven with m

three sisters of

" Hinguar and Hubba, was the figure
nosticateds as the Danes believed, the good or bad
suceess of any enterprise.

Alfred ebsemwed this symptom of successful re-

sistance in his subiects, and resolved to follow up

i R 2 S adbor o ) PRy
his advantace. He now left his retreat, but bejore

{
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any attemnt. which, if unfortunate, might, in

Nno'y
Aly adl VI
1

| present despondency, prove iatal, he resoived to

4 < * >".- 1 A. 2 . v‘t‘  r
inspect personalyy, the situnation of thg enemy, and
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| purpose, he éntered their camp under the disguise

| to judge of the probability of success. For t
|
|
|
|

[ 2 harper. and passed unszuspected, throngh eves

| part. He tried mi his musical arts to plense, and

¢, and beseiged the castle of

of a raven. which, ‘J, its different movements, prog- ¢
1
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'mble them in arms, or urge them in |

'

|

! entertained them so well with kis foecetious humors |
|

L 2% . 1 L e R, TR AN S
that He met with a welcomea reception: anad weo
even introduced to the presence of Guthrum, their

piince, whera he remain

e } o vra
d some aayvs.

ly sent emissaries to the

+
N
mos

for suecess, and seeret!
1
4

i Feis :
considerable of his subiects

1

Selwood forest. The'insolence and rapi

)

| main in their present state oi bondaz

On the appointed day they ‘joyfully resorted to

Y ek ol x. ¢ s 4% it @ o o

| tneirprince, and on his appearance. he was receiy
!

R 1 . ?

wiilih shouts of applause; or couid

their eyes with the .-‘I‘_-E t of their beloved monas

whom they had so long regarded as de wnd who
J now, with voice and look expressing his confidence
of suctess, called them to liberty 1Nl to v g 1(
L]
Taking advantage of his previous knowled
| the Danish camp, he directed his attack agains
their most unguarded quarter. The Dan
| s0 astonished at seeing an arm f Env ,
so the Saxons were now universally called.)
| they had considered as totally subdued. a
nore 0 to hear that Alfred was e
‘; m wde but a faint resistance. Th » O] » gnen
| who escaped, retreated to a fortified camp, but be-
ing beseiged by Alfied, and rednced to ex .
| by want and hunger, were forced to surrenden
|  Alred, no less generous than brave, gave 1
& their lives. and even formed a scheme for eonvert-
| ing them. from mortal foes, into futhiul subjects
|
| and confederates. The kinzdoms of East Anglia
i:‘.ml Northumberiand had been desolated by the
requent inroads of the Danes. and he now
j to people them with Guthrum and his £
in the hope that they would at last betake eI -
| selves to industry, when, by reason of his resistang
and the exhausted condition of the country, they
A
' could no longer subsist by plunder,
' This t?.\'l‘t*\’lit‘llt seemed far a time to nromi
Q success, and to correspond to Allred s nopes. The

greater part.of Guthrum’s army settled peaceably

L“L taelr uew quarters, and some swaller hodies ul‘

e TRP——
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From what he saw, he was encouragzed to T‘r\]"‘
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them to a rendezvous at brixton, on the borders of | ,

1 t il i -4 1 |
A
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Danes had now become intollerable, and those who |
. 3 : 3 . T !
before had hoped to escape their calamities by a
servile submission. were now ready to underzo all
| ! 2w £y . B . a E 4 é1
| thelr former fatizues and dangers. rather than re-
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the same nation were distributed into the five citi

of Derby, Leicester, Stamford, Lincoln, and N
|

tingham
-

England was not infested by the inroads of these

barbarians for son%e yearsafter this, excepta smali
band which sailed up the

Fulham, but suddenly retreated to their s!

ames, and landed a

finding®the country in a posture of defence.
This interval of tranquility was employed 1
Alfred in restoring order to the countrv, w!
had been shaken by so manvy violent convul
in establishing civil and military institutions.—in
composing the minds of men to industry a
tice~and in providin
calamities. After rebuilding

had been destroved by the Danes in the reign o

Nat e i A% . § e :
Fthelwolf, and repairing the ruined cities, he es
tablished a regzular militia force for the defence ol
1 . 1 . ) 11 3 :

the kingdom, and ordained that all hrs subjects

111 S 3 4 . ot " 1 1 3

should be armed and registered. He assigned x
A roonilar rotation of dntv Tetrihntine nart nt

a reeu { ottion 1 Q y, distripuiing -pat it
: 1 . g is 9 1 | .
the castles and fortresses which he had buiit o

proper places, and requiring another part to t
he field on any alarm, and to assembie at stated
nlaces of rendezvous: and he left asuificient num-
home employed in the cultivation of the

and. who afterwards took their turn in miliia
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BeTVice. o0 Well arrangeda were a:l nils maast
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that the Danes could no soonerappear in one place
. .

. &1 .4

than a sufficient number would be assembled 1
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campment, with the intention of marching towards




