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tv, the blade passed over him; then, standirezile:
most body 10 body with the celonel; the Marqars
endeavordd 1o make a dangerous'point, to which
.,.urmumontquw ly opposed a parry and thrust
in the same goard, o furiously given that the
Margnis fell to the ground. Foitunately, the blade
bad been airested in its progress by the short ribs,
#o that the wound; was but slight; a line lower,
and it weuld have been mortal.
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RED COAT vs. RED SHIRT.

at which Mr
Jawyers

Not long since, a convivial party,
Webster and other distingnished
present, the conveisation happening to turi ou the
legal profession, M. Webster related the following
story. We do uot pretend to giveitin His own
peculiar and*delightful style:

“When ‘[ was a young practitioner,” said Mr.
Webster,* there was but one man at the New
flampshire bar of whom [ was afraid, and that
was old Barnaby. There were but few men who
dared to enter the lisis against him. On one oc-
casion Darnaby was employed to defend a suit
for a piece of land, bronght by a liit'e crabby,
cunning lawyer called Bruce. Bmce’s case was
Jlooked upon as good as lost when it was agcertain.
ed that B.nn.tby was retaine d against him. The
suit came for trial, and Baraby found that Bruce
had worked hard.and left no stone unturned to gain
the victory. The testimony for the plaintift was
very stionyg and unless it could be impeached, the
case of the defendant was lost.

“The principal witness introduced by the plaintiff
wore a red coat.  Insumming up the defence old
Barmaby commenced a_furious attack upon this
witness, pulling his testimony all to pieces, and
appealing to the jury if a man who wore a red coat
was, under any circumstances, to be believed —
“And who is this red coated witness,” exclaimed
Barnaby,“ but a descendant of our common ene-
my, who has striven to take from us our liberty,
and ‘would unot hesitate now to deprive my poor
client of his land by making any sort of a red
coated statement.”

“During this speech, Bruce was walking up and
down the bar, greatly excited, and half convinced
that his case wus gone, knowing, as he did, the
prejudice of the jury against anything British.—
Whilst, however, Barnaby was gesticulating, and
leaning foreward to the jury in his elequent ap-
peal, his shirt bosom openedslightly, and Bruce ac-
cidentally discovered ihat Barnaby wore a red un-
der shirt.

“Bruce’s countenance brightened up. Putling
both hands in his coat pockets he walked the bar
with confidence, to the astonishment of his client
and all lookeraon. Just as Barnaby concluded,
Bruce whispered inthe ear of his client,” I've got
him;” and appreaching the jury, he commenced
his reply to the slaughtering argument of his ad-
versaty .’

“Bruce gave a 1egular histery of the ancestry of
his red coated witness, proving his patriotism ond
devotion to the country, and his chatacter for truth
and veracity, “But what gentleman of the jury,’
broke forth Bruce, in a loud strain of eloquence,
while his eye flashed fire,** what are you to ex-
pect from a man who stands here to defend a cause
based on no foundation of right or justice what-
ever; of a man who undertakes to destroy our
testimony on the ground that my witness wears
a red coat, when gontlemen of the jury—when
when, when gentlemen of the jury!” —[Here
Bruce made a spring, and eatching Barnaby by
the bosom of the shirt, tore it open, displaying his
red flannel ]—“when Mr. Barnaby himself wears
a red flannel coat concealed under a blue one!”
The eflect was eleetiteal; Barnaby was beat at
his own game and Bruce gained ihe canse” —
N O Picayune.
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THE BAFFLED LAWYER,

At the last sitting of the Cork assizes, a case
was brovght before the Court, in which the prin-
cipal witness for the defence was a tanner, well
kuown in the sarreunding country; by the sobri-
quent of* Crazy Pat;” being called for his evidence
the Attorney for the prosecution exertea the ut-
most extent of his knowledge of legal chichanery,'n
the endeavour to force the witness into some slizht
inconsistency, npon which he might build a“point

-but was excesively annoyed te find that Crazy
Pal’s evidence was consistent throughout.

Perceiving that acute questioning failed to an-
answer. his purpose, the disciple of Coke and
Blackstone betook himself to that oftentimes suc:
eessful resource of lawyers—ridicule.

“What did you say your name ‘was?' he inqui-

' o fippantly.

“Folk’s call me Crazy Paggbugys—’
“CrazyeBiva ey} £A BTy Syplwpioed 4iflestgpite
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This cansed a slight langh in the court-room
and the presiding jodge peeped over his spec
tacles at the Attorney, as much as to say,** You
have your match now.”

“And what did you say your trade was?, con-
tinued the disconcerted bartister; with an angry
look at the witness.

_“I'm a tanaer, sur. 2

“A tanner, eh?  And how long do )ou think it
would take you to tan an ex-hide.

“Well, sursince it sames to be very important
fur ye to know, it’s mysell thavll jist tell ye that's
intirely owin to circumstances, intirely.”

“Did you ever tan the hide of an ass.

“Anwess? no sur; but if you'll just step down the
lane, afler the coort, be jabers I'll give ye physical
demonstration that I eud tan the hide of an uss in
the shortest end of three minutes.”

The unexpected reply of the witness brought
forth roars of langhter, in which the bench hear-
tily joined; whilst the baflled attorney, blushing 1o
the eyes, hastily informed” Crazy Pat” that he was
no longer required.»
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WOMEN AND KNOW-NOTHINGS.

——
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The Waterville Mail is responcible for the story
related below :—

Mrs Soberly went to bed precisely at nine o’-
clock, thinking it passing strange that her zood
man had not made his appearance just ten minutes
before. Of course he would be home in a minute
and a half; or two minutes at the farthest, and so
Mis. Soberly left a lamp burning on the hall ta-
ble. There it buint and burnt,—but she must tell
her own story, as she told it next morning to thir-
teen, more or less, of her most ernfidential friends.

“ Well, there the lamp burnt, and burnt, till as
near as 1 can guess it was well on for ten o'
clock and that man had’nt come. What+o make
on’t I did’rit know more'n the dead—for he had'nt
never been out so before since the time they had
the fuss about the Arestook war,

“’Twas no use to epeak to the children, for they
would’nt know ; so after [ had waited till [ could
not wait any longer, 1 bounced outof bed, aad
down stairs I went. [ went right into the but-
tery and raised the window towards Mrs. Blank's
and says [—‘Mrs. Blank!’

‘ In a minute | heard her jump out of bed, and
raise the window, and says she—

‘Why, Mrs. Sobeily, what on earth’s the mat-
ter?

¢ Matter I’ says 1, speaking very low, becaunse
[ did’nt want anybody to hear; ‘ matter, Mrs.
Blank, do tell me if you have seen anything of
my husband ¥

“ Your husband,’ saysshe, ¢ yon did’'nt ’spose
['d got him, did )ou" and then speaking almost
in a whisper, says she—

‘ Look here—what on earth does this mean’?
have you seen anything of my husband ¥

‘Then we both began to think something had
happened, sure enough, and in about two minutes
| was dressed and over to Mrs. Blank’s. Well, we
concluded to step over to Mr. Quiet’s and star
him for a search; bat we hadint got more than
balf way across- the street, talking along, when
we heard the window raised up, and Mrs. Quiet
says she, ¢ Who’s there ¥

‘Says I, * Its me.’

‘Well) says she, ‘do for pity’s sake tell me if
you have seen anything of my husband ?

“ Now was’nt here a pretty pickle? Well, to
make a long story short, we went up that sireet
clear to the schoolhouse, and back on t'other side,
and not a woman did we find who was
not wondering what had become ef her husband'

¢ Well just as we 20t 10 ourgate, who should
we see there but my hnsband and Mr. Blank.

¢ Mr. Soberly,’ says . a little spu'lky, ‘will you
tell me what this means.’

‘What it means!’ says he, just as cold as if
nothing had happeuned, ¢ well, M+, Soberly, ahem
—Iweuld bewery glad to gratifly you if [ could,
but the truth is—that I don’t Know-Nothing about
i

¢ Well, from that time to this I go to bed when I
get ready, without asking any questions ; and if |
find Mr. Soberly there in the morning that’s
all [ care for.—for I'd just give him to know that |
am as good a Know Nothing us he is.
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THE PRODUCTION OF SILK:

The quantity of silk produced thie year in the
province of Piedmont has attained a considerable

iextent. The cocoons sold amounted to 3,109,860
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BY M

A. CUMMING, V. 8,

To the President and Members of the St. John
Agricullural Sociely.

GextreMeN —In addressinz you on the parti
cular poiut in the treatmeunt of yopr horses placed
al the head of this letter, [ may allowed to
guard myself asainst the imputation ol obtrusive-
ness by referiing to the following extract from the
original application of the Saciety by which T was
induced to come to this eity and Province.  In
wiiting to Professor Dick, of Edinburgh, to recom-
mend a competent Veterinary Surgeon for St.
John, the (,orrespondm'r Secretary of your Society
said :—* [t is greatly desired by the members of
the Society that the Surgeon should have in con-
nection with his establishment or under his charge,
a Forge where horses could be shod in a proper
manner. At present we are very badly off in this
respect, there being but few smitnhs with whom a
good horse can be safely trusted.”

be

This was written in the summer of '51, and my
own observation after coming here in ’52 fully

bore out the truth of the statgment. Tt was not
necessary to take off shoes or examine feet, or
enter into any other minute kind of inspection to
find out the evil. The long Doeunkey like hools
everywhere seen, and the number of horses lame
from corns, contractions ringbones, spavins, sprain
ed interfering were sufficient evi-
dence that the Society had not instructed its Se-
cretary to write as he Jdid without abundant cause,

Such being the case there is need for little fur-
ther proof that the horses here are not generally
shod as they should be, nor is it required that |
shou!d urze the Ltenefit of a better system. The
adage “no foot no horse

tendons and

” being equally applica-
ble here as where it was first used. In this coun-
try where horses are hard driven, and 100 light
zenerally for their work, it is of the greatest im-
portance thatas few defects should exist in the
plan ol shoeing them, and as many advantages be
combined as the state of the shoeing art will ad-
mit of, and it is to further this desirable end that
the following remarks are meant. In writing my
ideas therefore on horse-ahoeing, I have no wish
that they shquld be looked upon as a complete or
formal treatise on the subject. 8o many of these
already having been published by men eminent
in the art as tn supply to the scientific or enguiring
reader all the informaiion that books can give.—
My object is of a less pretending but more practi-
cal character, namely, to point out the errors most
commonly fallen into as the thingis dene among
ourselves, the efiects of these errors, and their
remedy.

The first thing that takes the notice of any cne
accustomed to see horses well shod, on looking at
the feet of almost all he meets here, is the pre-
posterous length of the toes, so-strange indeed
did this feature seem to me at first, that | doubted
il the internal parts of the foot could be the same
as those I had been used to see elsewhere, or if
nature had not in a freak made them different here
from what they are in other places.
inspection however has shown me that this is not
the case, that nature forms the feet of horses here
the same as everywhere else, and that the absurd
and often ludicrous forms we see them fashioned
into is only the work of the shoeing smith, When
the foot is unshod and the horse at liberty, the
growth of the hoof is barely sufficient to provide
for the constant wear and tear of the sole and 1oe

perabundant. But when the horse is pat 1o work

| on hard roads, and to stand in dry stables, the foot
| & :
becomes inadequate to the wear, and to save it we

put ar iron shee on. This shoe prevents the wear
without checking the growth of the hoof, and to
compensate for this, every time the shoe is off the
foot should be brought as near as possible to the
form and size that nature gave it.  In the unshod
colt the greatest diameter of the hoof is acrossthe
sole. This is especially the case in the fore foot,
and 1t contributes materially to the usefulness of
the animal that it should continne so through life.

The function of the fore lez is mainly that of
supporting the weight of the body, head and neck,

and of wransferring that weight forward from point |

* 'lhe subj"med pcpcr has been communicated in
MS. by the St. John Agricultural Society, with a
view to secure for il a wider cnrculatlon than it oth-
erwise might have met with; and it is now strongly |
commended to the attentlon of all who are interes-
ted in Horses.

Subsequent |

| irksome, |

to point at tﬁr mc the animal is. in motieg.
perfurmm" Tatter actiod 4 MChamcﬂ\bear-
ing is"@ich the'gpme as that’sf a #p’bkn in a ecar-

riage wheel. It 105 fdd® ‘d Jdveén. in which, to
giverifivrense | speed,
advantage; the fulcium or fixed point beingat the *
long end of thes Yever, whild the power and weight
are near each (hlu;,;at‘l* a.w’t Tlus long porti-

“on or arm of the leveris, the le: rfrom the elbow to

which the bedy is raised, and hence any addition
made'to the length of the toe, has the same effect
upon the horse as the placing the block before the
wheel of a carriage-has on it. .~ Itacts acainst the
muscular powerof the animal as used in the rais-
ing and carrying forward of his weight, and if rid-
den, of the weizht of his ridetfand thongh only
requiring a small additional eflort at each step tells
materially in a days jonrney. Every one the least
a judge ol horses can tell ot the advantage of hav-
ing them short below the knee, aud is ready to des-
pise as misshapen any one that has the reverse
defect. But there seem few (hereabout at least)
who have got so fur as the consecutive idea, name-
ly, that to cultivate an additional inch of unneces-
sary toe, is just the same as to put that much to
the length of the bone below the knee, in fact for
the horse worse, as the’addition is made at the
point of greater disadvantage.

In the hind leg, though the functionsof the part
be different, the effects of a long toe are equally
an evil, if any odds worse. The.main use of the
hind leg is the propulsion of the body forward,
and when haunling of the load also. In effecting
this the leg from the hock to the ground isa lever
also of the second class. The power is the mus-
cles wliose tendons are inserted into the point of
the hock. The resistance is concentrated in the
libia or boue of the leg where it forms the hoek
joint, and the fixed point of the lever is the point
of the toe upon the ground. From this it is plain
on the simplest mechanical evidence, that any-
thing added to the length of the toe, is so much
leverage agairst the animals power of
hauling, and consequeuntly that he must either ¢
less work, or else exert himself more in the doing
of it.

Mechanical disadvantage to the horse in the
performance of his work however, is but one of
the evils tollowing the long toes. in this country.
Another equally great often arises when he is
standing at rest,

Every one knows what is meant by a horse be-
ing ‘sprung in the knees’ ~For the information of
those who are cuiious to know liow this condition
1s produced,! will explain one of its causes The
bones of the foot and pastern of the horse do nat
stand perpendicularly above each other, but slop:
backwards, a corsiderable portion of the anima)«

pl;x('cd

weight resting onhe tendons that pass down the
back of the leg, and hence the greater the slope
the more the strain the tendons have to bear. I
we put a horse to stand with his head up hil

more exertion is needed to sustain himself tha:
standing on a level,

The reason is that the bones
ol the foot and pastern are thereby placed more
obliquely, and more of his weight is thrown vpon
the tendons and muscles, and thus a wearied horse
if left to himselfalways feeds with his head dowu
hill, but we add to the slope of the foot and pas-
tern the same by addingto the length of the hoef
and shoe as by placing the horse’s head up hili,
and with greater permanency of effects as we
leave him no powerto relieve himself. Often the
the toes are im pes
ously lung and the horse is confined nine-tentiis

two conditions are conjoined,

of his time in asloping stall. Here the museula:
his weizht soon becomes

e shifts from

exertion of sustaining

oue foot to another bu:
find temporary The mascles
connected with the tendons that pass down the

5 it only a relief

;| back part of the leg to the foo! soon begin to je-
' and consequently no pait is eiither wanting or su-

lax till the weight falls er t
behind and below the knee. Tuel the bones of
the pastern and foot become still more sloping,

and o sustain his body perpendicularly above his

feet, and still more to relax the museles, the knee
| bulges out in fiont
tne.
the horse

to 2 line with the projectia;:
This at first occurs only now and then, whaa
his po=turas
becoming natural and proper when roused uvp.—
By-and-by however it becomes a habit and the
causes being peimanent and constant in their ac-
tion the eilects soon become the same, and we
' have for life the horse ‘ sprung in the knees.’

is wearied and ftorgetinl,

Many a valuable horse, tottering on the brink of
this condition has been saved and biought back
‘1o usefniness by huving his feet patin a proper
‘; hhape and a run at grass, or aloose box to stand
in allowed him, while others cii whom the tortare
of long toes aud sloping stalls was persevered
with have become permanently uvseless.

To be continued.
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