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10g sislative Council Chamber. 

Miri orc ly wr, phe ist Feb. 1855. 

‘I'his being the day appointed by Proclamation 

forthe meeting of the legislature; at Two o'clock 

lis, Exeellendy the Lieutenant Governor came in 

the usual state to the Council’Chamber; and be- 

ing seated on the Throne, commanded the attend- 

ance of the House. of Assembly who being come, 

His Excellency was pleased to open the Session 

with the following 

SPEECH: 

Mr, President, and Ionorable Gentlemen of the 

dsegislalive Council, 

“Mr. Speaker, and Gentl: men of the House of As- 
sembly, 

“Yorn Joint Address of congratulation to Her 

Majesty on the shccess achieved by ler Majesty's 

Arms, and those of Her Allies at the Alma, has 

becu laid before the Throne ; and I have much 

pleasure in signifying to vou, in accordance with 

the instructions I have received, the gratification | 

whiteh her Majosty has derived froth this loyal 

and dutiful Address 

+ T'have directions that there should be 

laid before you, a copy of the Proclamation which, 

by the advice of my Couneil, I issued on the 11th 

of November, for the admission into this Province, 

duty free, but under Bonds, of the articles speci- 

fied in the Schedule of the Act for giving effect 

on the part of the Province of New Bruuswick, to 

a certain Treaty between Her Majesty and the 

United States of America 

¢ A simultaneous concession of a simiiar char- 

acter was made by the Government of the United 

States with respect to the corresponding articles 

the prodaction of this Provinca. T'he whole of 

the provisions of the Act were thus practically 

brought into operation without delay, and the 

‘Trade of this Provinee with the United States, was 

at once relieved froni the uncertainty, which is 

necessarily attendant on a prospective alteration 

of Duties. 

i“ Considerable inconvenience has forsome time 

heen experienced in this Province {rom the in- 

sufliciency of the supply of Copper Coin, 

« I am happy to be able to announce to you, 

that tms deficiency no longer exists. The Cop- 

per money, of the value of three thousands pounds 

currency, which has been prepared for the use of 

this Province, under the directions of Her Maujes- 

y's Government, has been received, and this Coin 

now forms, under Her Majesty’s Piolintttide to 

that effect, "a part of the legal currency of New 

Brunswick. 

i ].invile your attentien, during your present 

Session, to the Laws which regulate the election 

of Members of the House of Assembly. 

“ The number of instances; in which the validi- 

tv of the return made by the Sheriff has. been im- 

pucned and a seratiny demanded, cannot fail to 

have attracted the. notice of the Legislature. | 

recoinmend such a revision of the Law as will 

prevent a recurrence of the seriaus evils and diffi- 

culties now experienced, 

¢ The subject of Rducation is of vast impartance 

i» the moral and social well-being of: the people 

of this Province ; and 1. am sure that you.will ap- 

proach the consideration of it with that care which 

the magnitude of the interests involved demands. 

“ The Report of the Commissioners appointed 

to inquire into King’s Saige will bedaid before 

given 
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events £0, momentous in their character, and which 

4 greatly depends on the continued and improved 

WOOVSTOCK, N. B, 

“The course of the Biss Vear wis tniked by’ 

have exercised so Wide and baneful an influence 

on the Trade and Commeree of the world, that we 

might, with reason, have cxpected a far more se- 

vere check to the prosperity of this Province, than 

any which it ‘has Litherto experienced. But al- 

though many circumstances have combined to de- 

crease materially the value of the principle artigle 
of export from this Provinee, and to cause depras- 
sion in some branches of Trade, we have been 

exempt from any violent crisis of SUELHEiRl em-- 

barrassment and distress. gis 

““ The future prosperity of New Brunswick 

culture of the soil, and the importance of Agricul 
ture is not diminished by the increase of commer- 

cial activity in the Province. 

“The Fisheries have been successful ; new mar- 

kets have been opened to their produce; 

have reason to hope that this branel of industry 
may hereafter flourtsh with increased vigour, 

“ Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of As- 
sembly, : 

and we | 
i 

“1 have given directions, that the Accounts both 

of Revenue and JMxpenduture for the past year 
should be laid before yeu. ~ 

6 Vou will iw mind that the 
was remitted at the commencement 

bear l.oanr Duty 

of Fhe year 

1854, and that many of the productions of the 

United States, and some other articles 
genera! consumption, 
country from which they may be imported, have 

been since freed from Duty. 

of very 

without reference to the 

“ But yeu will observe with satisfaction that 

notwithstanding the remission of these Duties, 

and although the prevalence of Cholera disturbed 

for some months during the Summer, Trade and 

Industry throughout the Province, the 'ublic Re 

venue for the year 1854 is larger than that which 

was received in the preceding twelve months, and 

far exceeds the amount collected in any previous 

year, 
“ I congratulate you on this proof of the increas- 

ed commerce of the Province. 

“ The Actof Assembly, under which the Pro- 

vincial Customs’ Duties are levied, will expirein 

| 

| whether it w ond nat be true economy for the fu- 

| ture to incur some additional expeaditure in the 

sion of the Public Accounts of the Province. 

the couise of the present year, and this subject 

demands your immediate attention. la sueh cir- 

cumstances it is of great impoitance that you sk’uld 

have before you early and full information with 

respect both to the amount which you might 

sonably expect to derive from thie continnance or 

imposition of any particular Duty, and of 

mount which will probably be required to defray 

the public expense of the Province, 

the a- 

« RKstimates of this nature have been prepared, 

and will be laid before you, but it is impossible to 

expect that these estimates can Lave that practi 

cal value, which would attach to them, were the 

Executive Government subject to any special re- 

sponsibility with respec: to the appropriation of 

the Public Revenues, or the mode in which these 

Revenues are to be raised. 

“ ‘This is a subject worthy of your consideration. 

“ You must, I fear, be prepared to expect during 

the present year, a considerable reduction in the 

proceeds of any Customs Duties on articles of Im 

part; but 7am confident that yon will uphold the 

credit and. maintain the character of the Province, 

by a serupulous regard to all exisiing engage- 

ments, and by making ample provision lor the re- 

quirements of the Public service, while yon exer- 

cise a careful econemy in your appropriatiots of 

the Public Revenue. 
“A: Freshet of unusual violence ocourred in 

the course of last - Autumn, and J regret to say; 

Jou. 

Constitution.” 
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and Bridges in i ferent PATS 6f Ah Provilic ¢.4 | 
With the concurrence of my Council, 1 immedi- | 
ately made the necessary arrangements for the | 

tenti®orary repair or reconstruction of those works, | 

tae partial or complete destruction of which had | 

interrupted existing lines of ‘communiedtion of | 

considerable importance I do not doubt that you 

will readily sanction the expense which has been 

inenrred for this purpose. 

# But although the damage cecasioned by this 
Freshet was nnusual in its exteni, the Bridges are 
frequently subjected to injury by events ol a simi- 

lar character, Moreover, the cost of the repairs, 

or reconstruction of Bridges, consequent on the 

ordinary wear and tear of these works, amounts 
annually to a considerable sum. Ttis therefore in 
my judgment, well worthy of your consideration, 

( 

first erection of Bridges, by the careful selection 

of the best form of construction, and of the most 

durable materials, with the view of decreasing the 

expense of the ordinary repairs of the Bridges, 

when built, and rendering them less liab.e to ac- 

1 

cidental injury, } 

“ Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the 
Legislalive Council, 

“ Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Flowse of i 
sembly, 

“ The iosafficiency of the existing 

Audit lias 

tion and that of my Couneil, 
are now in progress, which will, T trust; secure an 

R
E
P
U
 

systein of 

during the recess, engaged my atten- | 

and arrancements | 

whether the 

Roads and 

“1 recommend you to consider, 

present system of 

Bridges throughout the Province, is not suseepti- 

You may probably be able 

manacement of 

ble of itnprovement. 

10 devise means whereby increased efficiency 

may be given to this important department of the | 

pnblie service. | 

“The number of 

ally settled here, has hitherto been comparatively 

Immigrants who have annu- 

small. But the vast extent of productive land stil) 

unoccupied, and the great, but imperfectly de- 

veloped natural resources, both Mineral and Agri- 

cultural, of the Province, offer to linmigrants the 

prospect of profitable employment for labour and 

capital; and, at the same time, render an addition- 

al supply of both, important to the present and {u- 

ture prosperity of the Province. 

“| recommend vou to consider whether means 
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may not be adopted for the further promotion; un- | 

der proper safeguards, of Immigration. 
“ [am well aware that the inhabitants of New 

Brunswiek yield to none of Her Majesty's sub- 

jects, in the ardour of their aspirations {or the suc- 

cess of [ler Majesty’s Arms, in admiration of the 

brilliant valour of the Allied Armies, and in gvin- 

pathy with those, whom successive victorie s, Q- 

chieved for the’ public gnod, have overwhelmed | 

with private sorrow awd domestic distress: And, | 
while we join in the expression of an earnest hope, 

that the labours which you are now aboutto coms | 

mence; will, under Providence, contribute to pro 

mote the happiness and prosperity of this Pro- 

vinee, we shall unite in a heartfelt prayer that the 

Almishiy may bless with success the fn tre 
and Naval Forces of the British Empire, and in| 

due time crown.that success with an henorable, | 
sure, and laating Peace.” 

“ Does my sen Wilham, that's in ha army, get 

plenty to eat?” raid an old lady to a recruiting 
sergeant thevother day. ‘He sees plenty,” was 
the lagonié.reply. ‘ Bless his hea, then, I know 
fhe'llthave it ifhic can see it) lie always would at 
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{ that it caused considerable damage to many Roads 

Bonds, of the Articles spec 

verument of the 

i Divine 

ee then —— 

By James McLauchian. 
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p ROPOS ED ADDRESS IN ANSWE R 10 

SPEECH, 

To is Excellency, the: Honorable Jomx  dlmxny 
MANNERS NUTTON, Lacwtenant Governor any 
Commander in Chief of New Brunswick, &c., &v. 
&c. 

The Humble Address of the House of 

Assembly. 

Mavy.ir presse Your Excrunexcy, 

1. We, the Commogs of New Brunswick, thank 
Yonr Zscellency for your Speech delivered at the 
opening of the S Session of the Legislature. 

2. We are pleased to learn that Our Most Gra. 

cious Sovereign was satisfied with the Joint Ad- 

{ress of the Legislative Council and Assembly 

congratulating Her on the glorious victory of the 
Alma. 

3. We shall be happy to receive a copy of the 
Prociamatior issued by Your Excellency for the 

admission into this Province, duty free, but under 

ified 1n the Sehedule of 

he Aet for giving effect on the part of this DPro- 
vince to a certain Treaty made between ler Ma- 
jesty and the United States of America; and we 
are glad to learn that a simultaneous concession ol 

a similar eharvacter having been made by the Go. 

Vuited States, the provisions of 
thie Act were practically bLbiouglnn fuw jwmmediale 

operation, and the Trade of the Province thereby 
relieved fiom that uncertainty which is alwavs 

detiimental to Commerce. 

4. We are giad to learn that the inconvenience 

adequate and efficient examination and supervi- | ansing from an insuflicient supply of Copper Coin 
no longer exists. 

5. Our best attention and eonsideration shall be 

given to the Laws regulating the election of Mem- 
bers of the Assembly: beinz well assured that the 

serious evils and difficulties resulting from the 

present law demand a careful the revision of 

whole electoral system. 

6. The subject of Education, involving conse 

| quences so important to present and future genera. 

claims and shall receive from us the most tions, 

grave and dehberate consideration, 

To the Report of the Commission appointed 

to inquire into the state of King's College we will 

give cur best attention. 

8. It is a subject of heartfelt thankfalness to 

Providence, that a year marked by 

and exciting events so deeply 

Commerce throughout 

world, and materially depreciating the 

in 

such extraordinary 

Trade and afleeting thes 

vaiue of 

our principal articles of expor!, we Lave been 
thus fur exempt from any violent Commercial 
crisis, 

9. In Brunswick ‘ 

\ 
il 

a country like New Aoricul- 

h, and 

to the 

ture must ever form a source of wes 190 

much bimportance cannot be attached 
ces={nl cultivation of the 

10. We trust that the opening 

sUC- 

801 

of 

will stimulate our Fishermen to increased exer- 

tion, and be productive of advantage to that vale. 

new markets 

able source of our Provincial prosperity. 

il. 

rected the Accounts of the Reveane 

We thank Your Excellency {or having di. 

and Ex 

diture of the past year to be laid befor> us. 

that notwitha 

mission of the Loan duty, 

|e li 

We 
are pleastd to find wnding the 1e- 

the subsequent remis- 

sion of other duties, and the injury inflicted upon 

Trade by the Choleia, the Revenue of the past 

yews is greater than the preceding, and is far in 
exgessof any previous year—a gratify)ag evidence 

of cur inereased Trade... 

12: The Revenne Law- which this year expres 

shall receive our immediate, atlention, We fed) 
the importance of having early aad-full juforma- 
tier on so important a subjact, aud shall pive the . 

home.” estimates to be laid bufore us every consideration, 


