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YORK GENERAL SESSIONS. 
January Tern, 16805. 

No. L 
Graxp Jury Room, Jan. 10th, 1855, 

To the Honorable the Court of General Sessions for 
the Countyof York. 

The Grand Inquest bég 10 make the following 

presentment to this Honorable Court 
Their attention having been particularly Jdirect- 

ed by Hig Honor the Chairman to the subject of 
the incorporation of the County, they feel con- 

strained thus oarly in the term and before proceed- 

ing to the consideration of the County Accounts 
to express in the strongest language their firm 

conviction that the immediate erection of the 
County into a Municipality is absolutely indispen- 

sible to the efficient and economical management 

of the general business of the County, 
They believe that when they express this opini- 

on they are speaking the voice of a very large ma- 

jority of the tax-payers of the County. 

With the provisions and limitations of the mu- 

nicipal law before them (imperfect as it is,) and 
the experience of older eommunities to guide 

them they cannot escape the conviction that it is 

vaifi 10 expect the observance of due economy in 
the management of the County business under 

the present system. 

Winle at the same time the testimony of a 

neighbouring County, the extraordinary decrease 

of taxation, and increased public confidence, 

which has of late characterized their municipal 

vovernment goads the Grand Inquest to the sin- 

cle conclusion that the time has fully arrived for 

the people of the County of York to manage their 

own [veal affairs. 

They have ascertained by the return of the High 

Sheriff of the County to His Excellency the Lieu- 

tenant Governor when on the nineteenth day of 

December last the propriety of incorporating the 

County was submitted to the voice of its constitu- 

ency, a very large majority of the electors who 

veted upon the question expressed their opinion in 

unmistakeable language in favour of the imme- 

diate adoption of municipal government. 

Urged by these considerations, and impressed 

with the high responsibility of their office, they 

feel it 10 be their duty, at the present term, re- 

spectfully to request this Honorable Courtto pre- 

sent an urgent petition to His Excellency the 

Lieutenant Governor in Council praying that His 

Excellency will be pleased immediately to grant 

a charter to incorporate the County, and that the 

Grand Inquest may be informed of His Excellen- 

cy's reply to said petition, immediately upon its 

receipt by the Court. 

They also recommend that a Bill should be pre- 

pared at the present term, and read before the 

Grand Inquest, providing for the election of Coun- 

ty Councillors early in the present year, in order 

that the business ol the County may as soon as 

possible be entrusted to the management of a 

County Council responsible to the people. 

All of which are respectiully submitted, 

JOHN HEA, Jr, Foreman. 

No. 1L 

The Grand Jury having under their considerati- 

og tae County Accounts, find payments made to 

Dr. Murphy of £20 17s, 6d. and to John W. Bray- 

ley of £15 6s, 7 1-2d, notwithstanding the remon. 

¢trance and objection of the Grand Jury of Janua- 

ry Sessions, 1854. 

This Grand Jury therefore, before proceeding 

} 

rurther with the business of the present Session, 
be informed request to whether it is the intention 

of the Court to treat with their usual indifference 

and contempt, any or all the remonstrances or re- 

commendations which this Grand Inquest may in 

thie discharge of their duty present. 

Reepectiully submitted, 

JOHN HEA, Jr, Foreman 

—_—— 

No. JIL 

The Grand Jury baviug under their considera- | 
tion the subject of Tavern Licences, beg to sub- 
mit 

That while they disapprove of the whole L 
cence eyvsiem, 

ioe of the Peace holding, at the same time, He: 

Majesty's Comunission and a Tavern or Retail Li- 
cence ; and they are surprised to find the name of 

Lewis D. Wigean, Esqr., in the list of Tavern 

Leepers or Retailers, furnished by the Court. 
[he Grand Jury are fully convinced that Lai- 

cenced Taverns promote idleness, dissipation, and 
orime ; and are especially pernicious, to the habits 

andl morals of the youth of the Country. 

They are satisfied that the evils of intemperance 

vever can be remedied by apy system which 
merely regulates the traffic in intoxicating liquors; 

— a Ae © 

calle wey especially object to any Jus- | 

rs 
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aud they are decidedly of opinion that the only 
effectual method of removing the evil, is by en- 

and sale, of everything that can intoxicate. 
The Grand Jury are convinced, that if a strin- 

gent prohibitory Law were enacted and enforced, 
it would not only lessen taxation, In consequence 
of the great decrease in pauperism and crime, but 
would most effectually promote the peace of so- 
ciety, and advance the cause of public morals 

Respectfully submitted. 

No. 1V. 
The Grand Jury having the County Accounts 

under their consideration, and having ealled upon 
the County Treasurer and Auditor for the list’ of 
accounts passed and audited, as required by the 
order of January Session, 1852, find that no such, 
list has been handed in by the Clerk of the Peace: 
this Grand Inquest wish to be informed why such 
order has not been carried out, as it would tend 

much to simplify the accounts, and request that 

such list be now furnished. 
Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN HEA, Jr., Foreman. 
dg =e 

No. V. 

The Grand Jury have examined the County Aec- 
counts, but reserve their remarks theieon for a 
subsequent presentment. : 

The Grand Jury cannot approve of any assess- 
ment for the current year, until they are satisfied 
that their recommendations in reference to unpaid 
accounts shall receivé that attention from the 
Court to which they are entitled 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN HEA, Jr., Foreman. 

The Court having under consideration the four 
severai Presentments or papers of the Grand Jury, 
numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4, submitted'to this Court on 
Wednesday last, the tenth instant.— In reference 
to presentment No. 1— 

Itis ordered—That the Grand Jury be informed 
that as the Law of the Province directs in what 
manner a Municipal Charter must be obtained, 
the Sessions have no power to interfere. 
And further ordered— That the presentment No. 

2, be returned to the Grand Jury, in order that 
they may reconsider the effect of the expression 
“usual difference and contempt,” which this Court 
considers to be improper and disrespectful to 
them as a body. 

And further ordered—That the Paper No. 3 Vy 
submitted by the Grand Jury, be returned to them 
and that they be informed—the Court regret that 
with the list of Tavern Keepers and Retailers be- 
fore them, they should have mistated the occupa- 
tion of the person alluded to. 

Also further—That the Court has no control 
over the appointments to the Commission of 
the Peace. 
And further—That this Court in granting Ta. 

vein and Retail Licenses, have merely adminis- 
tered the Provisions of the Law of the Provinee in 
what they consider to be its true intent and spirit. 
And further ordered—That this Bench has no 

wish to interfere wirh the control given by Law to 
the Grand Jury over the County accounts, and will 
always cheerfully afford that Body every iuforma- 
tion on the subject when such information is ask- 
ed in respectful language. 

Extract from the minutes. 
GEO. J. DIBBLEE, Clerk 

The Grand Jury having under consideration the 
Communication from the Court relative to the re- 
consideration of presentments :—beg 10 report. 

That they entertained the subject of the Incor- 
poration of this County in consequence of their 
attention having been especially called to the 
question by the Chairman of the Court in his 
opening charge. 

That they disclaim, in the most emphatic man- 
ner, any intention of treating the Court with disre- 
spect in piesentment No. 2. But they question if] 
under the circumstances, they could have suffici- 

| ently expressed their sentunents unless by using 
| words very similar in import to those employed 
| With reference to No 3, this Grand Jury can- 
| not conceive that they have made any misstate- 
| ment in representing Lewis D. Wigan, Esqr., as a 
Tavern Keeper or Retailer, the word © Or 7 not in- 

| elading both occupations: and the name “ L. D. 
: | Wigan” “retail” having been furnished by the 
| Clerk so that if any misstatement has occurred it 
| bas originated with the Court in presenting the 
| name. 
| The Grand Jury, having under their considera- 
| tion the returns of the several Commissioners of 
Highways, beg leave to make the following report 
thereon : viz, for 

DUMFRIES, 

' John Guiou, Commr., District No. 1, 
Amount received £6 5 9 
Amount expended £6 19 11 
Bal. due from last year pS v7 4 2 

Balance due Commr. £ 0 19 5 
[ Vouchers satisfactory.) 

titely prohibiting the manufacture, importation 

JOHN NEA, Jr., Forewan. 

Asa Dow, Comm. | istrict No. 2, 
Amount received, 12 4. 6 
Amount expended : 12 4 6 

[ Vouchers satisfactory.] 
Aavon Rogers, Contr. No. 3 Howard 

Setement, §n 
Amount received 7 8B 9 
Amount expended 7.8.9 
[This account is by ne means satis 

factory, no vouchers occompanying the 
same ; and further from informatios 
copveyed to this body by some of their 
own numbers, they luve reason to sup- 
pose a greater sum of money has been 
received than is here represented. Ile 
reports no returns frem four overseers 
under him, viz.,, James English, Levi 
Dow, John “Latham, Tistram Grant. 

PRINCE WILLIAM, 

Jolin Hea, Jr, Commr. District No. 1. 
Amount received by Commr., 23. 3.7% 
Amount expended 24 13 3 

Bal. due Commr. £1 
[ Vouchers satisfactory | 

In addition to which there is due un- 
to William C. Joslin, Esqr., for mateii- 
als furnished for Bridges, Water Cour- 
ses, &c, 10s. 
To Geo. Wheeler, for do, 2s 64d. 
To John Hea, Jr. for do, £1 12 6d. 
To John Marshall, for do. 

John Irvine, Commr. No- 2, 
Amount received by Commr. 3. 5:8 
Amount expended $0 

[ Vouchers satisfactory] 

Thomas Brown, Commr. No. 3, 
Amount received by Commu, 1 14 4% 
Amount expended, ; 1 14 4% 

[ Vouchers satisfactory, 
He reports no return from George J. 

Love, one of the Oversees, 

KINGSCLEAR. 

Willlam Mofiit, Commr. District, 
Amount received. by Commr, 13 4 
Amount expended, 38.3.0 

Balance dune Commr. Fae. 
Beside the sum of 51s 6d, to John Ab- 
raham, and 6s 3d, to Allan Palmer, {or 
which there are no vouchers. Theac- 
count is signed by the Chairman of the 
Parish Meéting as having been passed 
thereat, but not signed by the Commis 
sioner. 

Thomas Herbert, Commr. (Harvey District,) 
Amount received by Comm. 8 18 9 
Amount expended as per vouch- ; 

er £7 
Amount expended for which 

there are no vouchers to 
A. Doicas, 

6 3 

1126 818 9 

Thomas Murray, Commr. Lower District 
3 ) 

Amount received by Commr, 13 6 3 
Amount paid out as per vouchers =e 
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Bal. due Commr. 
Comm. also reports a list of delinquents 
in Mr. Justice Jolin Allen's hands. 

NEW MARYLAND. 

Archibald Charters and Samuel Nason Commrs., 
Amount received by Commis, £1.15 0 
Amount expended as per vouchers 1.38. 0 

SOUTHANPTON. 

John Cullaton, Commr. Lower District. 
Amount received by Commissioner 91 
Amount expended as per vouchers 9 1 

Dow Brooks, Commissioner. 
Amount received by Commr., 8. 8:6 
Amount expended by Comm. 715 0 

Bal. in the hands of Commur. Bowe al 
Peter F. Cronkite, Commr., 
No returns {rom this officer. 

- 

QUEENSBURY. 

Thomas McCorquindale, Commr., 
Amount received by Commr. 1411 9 
Amount expended as per vouchers 1411 9 

Daniel Parent, Commr. No. 2, 
Amount received by Commr- 12 15 11 
Amountexpended 13 5 8% 

0 10 2% Bal. due Comr. 
This account seems te be correct, but 
no vouchers accompany it. 

James Sloot, Commr. No. 
No returns from this officer. 

DOUGLAS, 

John Griffith, Comm. 
Amount received by Commr. 
Amount expended by Comumr, 

A receipt from John Gritiith, for the 
sum of £ for superintending work 
in 1853, not understood by this Inquest. 
Was it a payment to an Overseer. 

Geo. Estey, Commr. No. 2, 
Amount received by Comynr. Bs uty 
Amount expended 9-3 47 
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Balance due by Comimr, 0 5b 4 
[ Vouchers satisfactory.] 

Ja~ob McKeen, Commr. 
[Account by no means satisfactory, 
no v.uchers or detailed siatement 
of monies received or expended ao- 
company the account | 
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ST. MARY'S. 

Jacob B Brown, Commr., ' 

[This' account seems correct, but no 
| Vouchers accompany it.) ’ 
| » 313.8 i - - » 
IF Lewis, Cothmissioner, No. 2, 
| Amount received by Commissiorer 16 157 
I Amount expended, 14 00 0 

| Balance due Commissioner, c.5. 0 
[Reports nine persons prosecuted, no 
| retains from the Justice.) 
 Noreturn from Qdber Carman, one of 
| the Overseers undes this Commissioner, 
Archibald McLean, Commissioner, 
No returns. 

STANLEY. 

Barnard Elliot, Commissioner, No. 
No return fiom this officer, 

John Reed, Commissioner, No. 
Amount received by Commr,, ph hw 
Amount expended, (no vouchers) 3 0 

Balance due by Commissioner, 0.16 3 
Alex. Cameron, Commissioner. 
No retuin from this officer. — 

The Grand Jury observe, That in many instan- 
ces the Commissioners had not made their returns 
0 the Clerk of the Peace on the 15th Décember, 
as the Law requires ; and recommend the differ- 
ent Justices may inform the cominissioners of this 
fact, when they are qualified. 
The Grand Iuquest for the County of York bhav- 
ing under their consideration the accounts of the 
Overseers of Poor for the respective Parishes, beg 
leave to make the following report, viz : 

| KINGSCLEAR. 

| Thomas Murray, Commr, of Alms House, Kings 
| Clear, reports balance in his hands to the credit 
| of the Parish BRE | 

[ The account issigned by the Chaiiman of the 
Parish Meeting as having been satisfactory | 
Judah Hammond—No return, 
Alexander Hay, Jr,—No return. 

| ST. MARY. 

| The Rev Mr Jeflray, amount received 
from Collector a 12 A 
Balance due from Collector 1: 333% 
From Commer. ot Alms House, Kings- 
clear 8 Jw 
From Mr. Thompson 15 0 

L100 0 10% 
Amount paid out as per account ; 

rendered La AE lh 

Balance in hand of Commr. E28 18 38 
| This account is not satisfactory, inasmuch a 

that uo vouchers accompany the same] 
The Commr presents his account for 100s. for 

his services, which is considered unusual, conse- 
quently 1s not recommended. 
Samuel Clayton, Wm. Lewis, John McBean— Na 
returns. 

DOUGLAS. 

Charles McGibbon. 
Balance in hands of Comma: £2 13 b* 
| The necessary vouchers accompany this ac- 

count. 
Moses Pickurd, Moses Lawrence— No returns. 

DUMFRIES. 

David Dow. 
Balance due Comm. £0 9 § 
| This account seems to have been passed at the 

Parish Meeting. 
Wim Whitehead, Ben. Ingraham—No returns. 

STANLEY. 

George Moir reports amt. received £28 1 8* 
Amount expended 28 13 3* 

Batance in hands of Commr. £8.11: & 
[ Vouchers not satisfactory. 

Thomas Douglas, Thomas Waugh—No returns, 

QUEENSBURY. 

No returns from either Overseer, viz. William 
C. Brown, Lewis Huestis, Andrew Guuter. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 

Noreturns from either Overseer, viz. Christian 
Cronkhite, John Way. Dow Brooks. 

PRINCE WILLIAM, 

William Jones, Nathaniel Scott, William Mays. 
Two receipts from this Parish of money having 

been paid out, but no account is furnished from 
either of the Cemmissioners, which is considered 
by no means satisfactory. 

NEW MARYLAND. 

No returns from this Parish. 

This Grand Inquest respectfnlly requests the at- 
tention of the Justices to the fact of the numerous 
Parish Officers who have not made the necessary 
Returns, causing a great loss of time, and is in 
every respect unsatisfactory,and respectfully pre? 
ent that each and every officer be fined, particul- 
arly as this subject was the cause of remark in 
former years. 

Application has been made by the Overseers of 
Poor for the different Pariehes, viz. :— | 

Amount received by Commr. 913 9 
 Amountiexpended 4 9. 6.0 

Balance in Commissioner's Lands 0 7 8 
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