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lars, to our Magistrates for the purpose of precur-
ing seeds 1o be distributed among the really poor
farmers next spring ; it would be an quectmﬂ
their attention ; and be doing a real géneral ser-
vice to the poor. Ia this County, the horses are
using men'’s food an seeds that should, yet can
not, be kept#dr sowing, and [ believe it requires a
right understanding of this whole question by the
Executive and Legislatuie, to ensure an immedi-
ate grant such as{ have sag And now is
the time to make i,

asted.

4
2

Yours &c,,
JOHN SMITH.
Grand Falls, Feboary 10th 1855.
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(To the Editor of the Carleton Sentinel.)
Str,—I have seen pablished “a Bill to regulate
the Election of Members to serve in the General
Assembly,” brought in by the Hon. Attorney Gen-
eral.
step wn the right diveclion ; it is a great improve-
The extension of the

To nse a hackneyed phrase; this Bill is a

of the Law Elective.
franchise and the Ballot, are loudly ecalled for;
and the proposed provisions for correcting Lists,

nent

and testing voters, are admirable for their simpli-
eity.
imperfections, rather than the perfectionsof this

But it was to point out what I deemed the
Bill, that I satdown about. In see!. 20, the qual-
ification, inler alia,of a member is mace to be :—
‘““ and for six months previous to the teste of the
Wit of Election, have been seized as of Freehold
for his own use of Laad in the Province of the val-
ue of Three hundred pounds over &e.” Why is it,
that in this day a property qualification is thought
so essential to make it a statutory requisite * Is
the acquisition, or the Inheritance of property, ev-
the man? Oris
it a “ material gnarantec’” of senatorial mtegrity

idence of Legislative ability in

4 ’

and common honesty Has it ever been—will it

ever be, asecurity to the Publie against the pos-

sibility of corrupting a eonstimency ? I thought

these were times when the man himself, shounld be
weizhed withiout his acres being taken as an inte-
aral part of him, or au adjunct necessary to be
thrown into the scale. Heretofore wealthy men
have controuled the several constituencies in the

Province

 the Election Law was favourable to that

vesult; and have their Legislative acts proved that

pealth and brains, money and honesty were conver-
tible terms ? Try this question by the piesent

Assembly of Provincial Legislators, and what is
the anstwrer?  Verily this

,1:“-1.: aoce s;‘“‘)‘,_“!“l‘ i){‘, now ;2'..‘\1 ”2) 11 LHV(‘HUL‘I'. |

venerable relic of a very
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1 favour of nobody else. Let the man's intrinsic
vorth—not his lands, and the people’s estimation
sreof, determine political position. 1t resi-
lence within the Cotinty were made a statutory
qualification, and the Law silent as to property ; a
vater sSecur vould be obtained against Bribery
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corruptien, perjury,a row anda licking.  With
thiése attendants, 1s it a right to be legalized ?

By section 44, a ballot is to be destroyed if it
contains the names of more pérsons thwr should
be returned.- This is very proper, though it is a
casualty not very likely to happen; but one of
grave importance and of very possible and proba-
ble occurence, is not provided against ;—what if
on counting the ballots in any box, more are found
than there are names on the check List? The
Bill is silent! The only !:l)ing like a provision
against the happening of this event 1s found in the
35th section,—* the presiding officer—must—be
satisfied that the vote is single, and deposit the
same in the ballot box. without reading” With
every man’s experience of the ingenious devices
practised by voters, can this provision be deem-
ed so hopeful a security against double ballots,
that the event named is not necessary to be pro-
visled for? Can no greater security be enacted
for the purity of the ballot box, than what is con-
tained in this section, and the Oath preseribed in
section 32?7 Ttseems to me that if the addition-
al name is held to destroy the ballot ; then the ex-
cessive ballots over the check list, shonld destroy
the ballots, box and all. Surely some siatutory
direction should be given in this case; the inter-
ests invelved are too large not to be provided for.
It to the penalty I have hinted at (and which
would make the voters in every box careful of its
purity) it were also provided that the ballot be-
fore being deposited in the box, should pass
through the hands of fwo swotn Inspegtors aciing
under a severe penalty in case of an excessive
ballot :—and that every person detected in an at-
tempt to deposit double ballots, or convicted of
the act, should be disfranchised forever in that
particular County : a greater security than the
Bill now contains would be had for the purity of
the Box. I have unot yet done with the Bill : but
this letter is long enough. My object is not to
create, norstrengthen an opposition, but it possi-
ble to improve the measure submitted to our Par-
liament. [hate haif measures, and detest com-

i

promises. Yz)rlr.'s,
CAUSIDICUS.
Grande Sault, Feby. 16,

18595.
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sound of lﬁebﬁ gun, and paid for there. Ie
bad o hesitation in saying that Mr. GlazieFyand
others had beeu completely flceced by the Govern-
ment of that day. Now all they required was jus-
tice done, and if they could not make out a good.
case, why then they must abide by the conse-
quences. "

Mr. English thought it high time (o have the
matter seitled. The case appeared to him to be
a very plain one, for if the parties conld make it
appear that they had paid the stumpage in Cana-
da,they certainly ought not to be compelled 10 pay
it again in this P rovince. '

Mr. Mec Adam thounght this the proper course to
pursue; and would support the motion fora cqm-
mittee, Gy

Mr. Connell would like to have the matter set-
tled as soon as possible, although he had no inte-
rest in it, no further than he wished to see justice
done, and believed the longer it was put off the
moie it would would cost in the end: 7f the mon-
ey has been spent in the boundary survey, and if
the parties make out a case and it is found that
they are entit/ed to the money ; only one half wil!
be taken out the funds of the Province. as Can-
ada is bound to pay haif of the expences. He
did not think thata commitiee would be able to
get all the information during the present Session,
but thought that the Government would have to
appoint a Commissioner, or let a committee of the
House get the information during the recess, and
rcpbrt at the next session of the Legislature.

After further explanation fiom Mr. Hatheway,
the following Committee was appointed : Massrs,
Connell, Hatheway, Wilmot, Harding, McAdam,
Kerr.

Honble Provincial Secretary laid befere the
Hounse certain returns,relating to Supervisors, Dep-
uty Treasurers, &e.

When the Bill to increase the capital stock of
the Fredericton Boom Company was committed,—
Mr  Harding said that two years ago, a petition
vas belore the house to curtail the power of the
company, and he did not think it right to give them
more power at present, although he would have no
objections to allow them to increase their capital
stock

Houb'e Attorney General did not think that the
Bill onght to be cobjected to, for it was nearly the
same as the old law, only thatit gave them power

L
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| such a privilege as this pro- |

and, evidently, it operates |

{(‘:n'l:!tm:. It was not for local purposes, orof a
| private nalure, apd did not think that the rule of
f the House aj plied to sueh cases, neither did he |
i thi that any good objeetions could be made in |
1] tan Not received.
; i, [Hathewav moved a resolution. that a se-
e commiitee be appointed to whom shall be re-
| ferred cevtain Bonds, held by the Crown avaiust
J er | othei
\ Catler would like to hear from Honble |
noers, wiho were in the House at the time the
bonds were oiven, as he considered this a mat-
ter ol too much impotance, to pass over lightly,
as there were several thousand Poands involved in
t touchine thie ey | e wished to do justice
to all parties, but he required more lizht on the |
subjeet, in order that he mizht eome to a just con- |
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Mr. Enclish moved that the rule be susnended
he micht be able to }nt.-‘»t‘lnl two I)a‘liy

Tupper Esqr., Charles S.-

in order
tions, from James R

Appleby, and upwards of 100 others, inhabitants

of the County of Carleton, Praying for a grant of
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Mr. Tibbits said that was what the parties aim-
Covernment take the matter up

and investizate it.  All that was wanted of M.

cerned, was to lLave justice done them, He did
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age a little, as the Cumpany had lost last year
from £1,500 to £2,000. And they wanted to make
it np in this way if they could.

| to increase their capital stoek, and raize the Boom
|
|

Mr. MePherson withdrew his objections of yes-
terday, and gave some information, when the Bill
passed.

Hon., Members
| altention, to au article in the Head WQuarters, ta-
ken from the St. John Courier. The

evidently written for the purpose of elevauinzs the

LR . : s
Mr. Wilmot would like to call

article was
present Government, to the injury of the late one,
by endeavorine to make false impressions, by mis-
stating the Finaneial condition of the Country. He

did uwot believe that the finances of the country

were ever in a better state than when the old

Government went out of office. The article in
question stated that the Provincial Secretary laid
on the table a statement of the financial condi-
tion of the
the coming year. “The former document fully con-
lirms the intention

Province, and also the estimates for

we gave a {few weeks since,
i respecting the unsatisfaetory state of our public fi-
' nances. The gross liabilities of the Province are
£242,227, and the gross amount of the assetts of
but £201,826,

£40.391

all kinds are leaving a balance, in

But a
| large amount of these assetts were stated o 'Dbe al-

fizures,

against the Provinee.

|

| together valueless, and the real debt therefore ex-
ceeds £400,000.  This is a startling fact, and one

' for which the people of this province were in no

!hw;n'ct prepared, alter the statement made last

| year by the Government that the Province

virinally ovt of debt.”

was

| ' .
| Hon. Attorney General did not know whether
e vead the article in the Cowrier or not, if he

1

had, he had fergotten it, however, he paid but

; | little attention to whatgppeared in Newspapers,

these Gentlemen gentlemen generally wrote what
they pleased, he was willing that they should do
s0, as they lived by 1it, and he would give him-
self very littPe trouble about it. Jf he did do so
he felt that he would have a sorry road before
SR

Afr. Euod thought that it would not do to allow
such gross misstatements to pass unnoticeds as it
woul! have a tendenecy to injure the Province
abroad, for if the people in other places found by
the public prints that the Provinee, was head ov-
er eais in debl, they woald not come near it.

it sizht for the
Brunswick to siezc

Government of New |

|

i

, and take stumpage en Tim-

ber that was eut on Canadian te rritory, within the

e could'not agree with the lute Smiveyor Gen-
eral, that all the credit was due the late Govern-
ment for paying ofl'the Public debt, for the state

S
of the Finances of the county, forced 1t upon them,
as the trade of the country at the time was in a
most prosperous state, although they deserved
credit for %"com'u they pursned in the matter.

- Hon. Provineial Seerctary, said that the mistake,
occured in the Head Quarters office, for in copy-
ing from the Courier they had put down £400,000
instead of £100,000, therefore he did not think
that the Courier should be blamed for eriors, that
occurred in other places.

The Hon. Gentleman reiterated his statements
made on a former day, when Le laid the financial
statements, of the Province before the House. The
£1Q.0,000, dqs by the Provinee inclnded the £95,-
000 dne the Savings Banks, and which if the
Province, were not called upon 1o pay, there
wonld be a balance of only £5,0000 When the
House weut into a committee of ways and mears,
for raising a revenue he would be prepared to
show the real statement of the financial condition
of the Cohntry.

Hon Solicitor General did not think that the
Government onght to be blamed for misstatements
that might appear ina newspaper. It was evi-
dent in this instance, that the Head Quarters, had
committed a great mistake in copying from the
Courier in inserting a figure 4 for a 1,

M. Partelow was glad that his Hon. Colleague
had brought the matter up for, said he, read the
article as you will,it was evident to his mind, that
the whole piece was written for the purpose of
deluding the people. Whatever people wrote or
said about him, as an indivldual, he cared noth-
ing about it, for he had been abused for the last
twenty-eight years, and had got used to it, and no
doubt was the best abused man in the couutry,
but when misstatements were made about a Goy-
ernment,as a body,of which hehad been a member,
he felt bound to take notice of it. He would say
that the financial statements brought in by the
Provincial Secretary a few days ago, were prediga-
ted upon the basis of similar returns brought in by
the Government in 1853 and 1854

Mr. Cutler was also of opinion that the whole
statement was made for the purpose of exalting
the present Government, at the expence of the
former one. As to the Courier he believed the
proprietors of that paper were prepaied to support
any ‘Admiuistration who would pay them well for
it, no matter who was in power. It was all the
same to them, providing they were well paid for
their services.

Hon. Surveyor General when he first saw the
arttele, was forcibly struck, as to its incorrectness,
and of the improper view that was taken of the
Financial state of the country ; and if allowed to
pass uncontrad icted it would have a tendencv to
injure the country, as wrong'impressions would zo
abroad as to the real condition of the Province,—
The statements thaut had been made by the late
Government, was that the Province was virtually
out cf debt, was not so far out of the way after all,
as most of the debt was due the Savings Banks,
which conld not be paid according to the Act, nn-
til the parties to whom it was due called for it,
bui was {0 be keptin readiness for that purpose ;
so Hon. Members will see that the Government
cannot pay it when they please unless the parties
choose to draw 11 out,

Mr. McPhelim thought it was a mistake only on
the partof the person who set up the type in the
Head Quarters office, nnd did not believe that i
would o much injury after all.

Mr. Gilmour was glad that t

he discussion hal
arisen, for he had himself oot a

great deal of infor
mation ; and if the discussion went abroad,it wonlil
oive the country that information en the subject
that was reguired. :
Hon. Provincial Secretary, ifthe Financial state
of the Province be pnblished in the appendix
the Journals it will show at one view the I
cial state of the, Provinee.

to
nan-
The Government were
preparing a statemeunt for that purpese, ineludine
the debts due the erown Land oflice, and were de-
termined to makeall parties pay who were able
to do so.

Mr. Steadman ecnsidered the

article incorrect
thronghout.

He did not think the Government
ought to be held respousible for the debt due by
the Province, until they took the initiatory prinei-
ple inte their hands; for the House had the powe;
at any time to run the country in debt, under the
present system, and the Government could not
heip themgelves. Bt if the initiation of money
grants was given up they could do so. ;

Mr: Hatheway thought that the aricle would
have a tendeney to mislead the country if not e
tradicied.

Mr. Boyd moved a resolutien tu the following
elieet, that for the future no grants of money wil!

be made by that House, for the suppoit of any
Academy, or school of a sectional charaeter,to be
taken up at a future dJay. Progress made in sey-
ral Bills, when the Hoase adjourned.
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