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. \ al ATE) » | 1 ME Pd AN A CATEGORICAL COURTSHIP: 

I sat one night beside a blue-eyed girl— 

The fire was out, and so was her mother; 
A fooblo flame around the Inmp did curl, 
Making faint shadows, blending with each other; 

"Lwes nearly twelve o'clock, too, in November, 

the had a shawl on al¥o I remember. 

Voll, I had been o see her every night 
or thirteen days, and had a sneaking notion 

Wo pop the question, thinking all was right, 
And onoe or twice had made an awkward motion 

*o t2ke her hand, and stammered, coughed and stut- 
tored, 

"fol somehow nothing to the point had uttered 

Uthought this chance too good now to be lost : 
LJ 

' Pitched my chair up pretty close beside Ler, 
. row a lomg breath and then my logs I crossed, 

‘ent aver, sighed, and for five minutes eyed her ; 
duo looked as if she knew what next was ¢ oming, 

Aud with her foot upon the floor was dramming. 

didn’t know how to begin or where— 
couldn't speak—the words were always choking ; 
ree could move—I seemed tied to the chair— 

-y « , harily broathed-~"twas awfully provoking— 
y perspiration {rom each pore came oozing 
Ay shesrt and rain ard lips their power seemed 

| 1 ng. 

“tt leagth I saw a brindle tabby eat 
1) TIAMNE Yh > 1 44 Walk purging up, inviting me to pat her ; 
dea came, cleesric-like at that. 

My doubts like summer clouds began to scatter - 
{ s*ized on tabby, though a seratch cho gave me : 

‘ud said, “Come, Puss, ask Mary she'll have 

me 

Sa once-— il mara Was NOW « 

! thing was all explained in half a1 
blushed an ! x at about 
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all their horses and skins,—with which they were 

Tr — 

formed his brother in arms that the Pawnee chief 

was willing to settle the fight in single combat, and 
that he himself would meet either of the Osage 
braves who might be the chosen ehampion of his 
nation. 

| This plucky challenge created the wildest com- 
| motion among the aspiring warriors of our party, 
and so numerous were the volunteers, and so ur- 
gent their claims to have the honor assigned to 

them, that, unless Black Wolf had settled the con- 

tention by claiming it for himself, it was far from 

improbable that a new diversion might have arisen 

in mutiny against his orders. There was no dis- 

puting, however, the right of the chief to take the 

precedence of all; but the opinion veered to the 

opposite point, congerning the policy of the mea- 
sure, when they found that they were to take no 

| share in the glory. The greater number urged the 
| expediency of a general fight, alleging that we 

' were stronger than the enemy, and should capture 

laden like ourselves,—in addition to a pretty haul 

of invaluable scalps. 

Black Wolf, however, either from paudential 

motives or a desire to gratify his own vanity, de- 

cided to accept the challenge on the terms on which | 

| it was sent, and agreed that the horse and horse | 
| 

accoutrements of the vanquished should become the 

vrize of the conqueror, which he was to take un- | 
molested possession of in presence of the respective | 

parties. | 

These preliminaries being adjusted, the arms of | 

Black Wolf were now carefully examined by his 

companions, who threw aside ail jealousy the mo- 
ment the question was settled. One took his-lance 
and tried the soundness of the shaft by bending it | 

80 t! Another thun- 

bowstring ;. while several changed their | 

at the two ends nearly met. 

best arrows for those of his. which appeared defect- 

ive. The toueh-hole of his rifle was cleaned and 

re-primed, and even the knife and tomahawk un- 
| 

derwent a careful scrutiny. The honor of the na- 

tion was at stake : and the breast of each individ- 
1 5 - pw ) 1 - 5% "- + og ual present seemed to durn with patriotic Prive 

13 N . " + sh 1h x") 3 and solicitude for the event which was to decide 

the fate of Osage or Pawnee chief. 
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as they eauld turn their 

| be a point to endean 
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both 

e | use of { 

obtain that advantage, in spite of th 
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him. closely ; but he was evidently of much less 
stature than Black Wolf, and possessed none of 

that fire and noble bearing which c¢haraeterised the 
chief of the Osages. He seemed equipped in pre- 

cisely the same way, and was equally devoid of the 
smallest article of attire. If, however, his perso- 

nal attractions fell short of his antagonists, in 

horsemanship and manner of using his weapons, he 

appeared in every way equal to him. Snatching 

up his reins, he checked the animal, and brought 

him round as if turned upon a pivot ; and then, 

adjusting his rifle with a rapid movement, he drew 

an arrow from his quiver, and, with bending bow, 

swept towards Black Wolf, 

SWoops down upon his prey. 

But the Osage, knowing the expertnoss of the 

enemy with whom he had to deal, was prepared in | 

like manner ; and, as they met about midway be- 

tween the planted lances, their barbed weapons were 

drawn to their heads, and whiz they went at the 

same moment, with barely a dozen feet intervening 

between them. A$ close quarters such as these, 

and with unrivalled skill, it was barely possible 
that they should miss each other ; but their buek- 

lors received the arrows, and both the warriors. as 

yet remained unseathed. 

The short bows being easier to manage than the 

rifles, sound they turned their horses as soon as 

their arrows were discharged, and again they swept 
the same course, with their bows prepared, as if 
by magie, for the bout. In this, the second turn, 

the Pawnee chief was not so. fortunate ; for as. he 

came toward us, I perceived a stream of blood 

trickling down his bridle arm, the arrow having = Fe BB | 

passed through the fleshy part of his shoulder, rip- 
ping is upwards. but not hanging in the wound. 

Black Wolf also received a wound in the breast 

from the Pawnee’s arrow, being buried almost to 

the shield’; feather in and although thus 

greatly spent in the force with which it was driven, 
it carved a deep jogged gash in his right side, from 
which the blood flowed copiously. 

With increasing excitement, the two now rode | 

at each other, delivering their arrows as 

horses, and it appeared to 

ur to give a shot without get- 
1 one in return. But so well matched were thov 

in the skill of managing ther horses and 

heir weapons, that neither of them could 

¢ most strenu- 

ous exertions. 

[he bodies of the two chiefs became erimson with 

SENTINEL. 

like an eagle as he 
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only with the knife and tomahawk. 

each other, was most appalling. From head to 
heel they presented one thick mass of blood from. 

the enormous wounds which they had received ; 
but, as if’ incensible to pain or faintness, each ap- 

They now went to. work hand to. hand, hacking at 

each other with their tomakawks with deadly fury, 
and inflicting now and then most terrible cuts.— 
As the battle progressed, their shields became chop. 
ped to pieces, and hung in stripes from the sur 
face, while the-blows were showered upon, them 

thick as hail. 

With that advantage, however; which a big my 
possesses in a personal encounter with a. smal 

| one, provided his courage be not inferior, the ot 

now became painfully evident in: favour of Bk 
Wolf. Up to the point of the Pawnee being hud 
from his-horse, the chances of the conflict apped 

to be pretty nearly balanced ; but when its fea 
veeame changed to a stand up fight between sn 

‘and man, hand to. hand, in sporting phraseqy, 

| it was a horse to a hay seed. Towering abohis 

enemy but little less than a foot, the Osage ‘ew 

his tomahawk down with tremendous foreand 

from his-superior reach of arm, ofien kept }an- 

tagonist completely on the defensive, and réned 

two blows for one. 

Nothing daunted however, the Pawnea@ain- 

tained the unequal contest with a spirit t/ was 

arm grew momentarily weaker, and he ggered 

only to be conquered with his life. 

before his enemy's fierce onslaught, yet heade as 
good a requital as Jaid in his waning per, and 
faced his foe as the bravest of the brave dd only 

| do. But like an.expiving lion he was $e con- 
quered but with his death, and when parently 

| on the point of falling before the repeateirokes of 

| the enemy, he suddenly sprung forward,d, eling- 
ing to Black Wolf's shield, endeavourdo make 

a thrust with a drawn knife under it. 'he wary 
Osage was too mueh upon his guard {be taken 
by surpuise, and shaking the Pawnefl as he 
would a snake, he eaught him by tlthroat in 
his iron grasp, and holding him at a's length, 
drove his long Spanish blade into the ver part of 

the belly, and rivped him to the chest 

A loud wild shout of exultation ut from the 

lips of our party as they witnessediis decisive 
3 
| act on the part of Black Wolf, who pd over the 

3 
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ceive them, strode toward the Pawnee shief, armed! 

The appearance of both as they advanced towards. 

peared eager as game-cocks to renew their foud.— 

iN 
| 

gore from the number of flesh wounds each had re- [®ody of his fallen foe with his headroudly erec- 
ceived : but, as yet, no mortal one had been given, | ted towards the Pawnees, who werelent specta- 
and from the eare observed in prot eting the body | tors of the defeat. For a few secos the Osage 
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