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COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE 
Between His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor 

and His Executive Council, on the subject of the 
dissolution of the General Assembly. 

/ 

(Copy) No. 1.—(A) 
Memorandum for the Executive Council, 

His Excellency the Licutenant Govermer desires 
to recall the attention of his Coundil te the Act 
which was passed last year to prevent the impor- 
tation and mavufacture of, and traffic in intoxica- 
ting Liquors. 

This Act has now been, legally speaking, in ope- 
ration for seme months ; but practically it is wholly 
inoperakive for the purpose for which it was passed 
for although Liquers cam no longer be imported 
through the Custom House, yet. the Liquor is sold 
with impunity, although in violation of the Law, 
in every part of the Province. 
The Lieutenant Governor is aware that in some 

instances legal proceedings have heen taken against 
parties charged with the sale of Liquors contrary 
to Law. 

But these are exceptional cases, and the punish- 
ment of a few individuals for acts, which multitu- 
des may and do commit without punishment and 
without question, only aggravates the evil; for 
when justice ceases te be even-handed it ceases to 
be justice. 

If the Prohibitory Taw be capable of emforce- 
ment, the Executive Government is bound to en- 
foree it, for it is their especial duty to uphold the 
authority of the Law. 

[f, on the other hand, the Prohibitory Law is in- 
capable of enforcement,it should not continue on the 
Statute Book ; for the existence of a Statute, which 
18 not and cannot be enforeed, especially when that 
Statute is an important Statute and of recent enact- 
ment, is calculated to engender habits of lawless. 
ness among the People, and to bring into contempt 
the Legislature as well as the Law in general. 

The Lieutenant Governor does not seek to argue 
in favour of either one of the above propositions as 
against the other, but he does not hesitate to 
express his conviction, that a continuance of 
the existing condition of affairs is fraught with 
peril to the best interests of the community, and 
that it calls imperatively for a remedy. 

In the opinion of the Lieutenant Goveruor this 
remedy is only te be found in an immediate appeal 
to the People ; and in inviting his council to ex 
press their views on this subject, he calls their at- 
tention to the fact that the supporters and the op- 
ponents of the ¢“ Prohibitery Principle’’ alike lay 
elaim to a preponderance of public opinion in favor 
of the views which they respectively advocate. 

(Signed) 

Muy Gth 1856. 

J. H. T. Max~NERS-SUTTON. 

Mr. ATToRNEY GENERAL, 
The question to which the enclosed Memorandum 

relates is, in my opinion, of pressing and primary 
importance, and I doubt whether the decision onit 
can properly be postponed even until the 20th ins:. 
the day suggested to me for holding the next Coun- 
cil. At all events I think it necessary at once for- 
mally to call the attention of my Couneil to the 
subject, and to save time I have directed eight 
copies of my Memorandum to be made. one of which 
will be transmitted by me to each member of the 

Council. 
I desire to receive from my Council, as speedily 

as possible, a reply to my Memorandum. You will 
d enough to communicate with your collea- 

gues, and unless I hear some reason to the con- | 
trary, 1 purpose calling a Council for the 15th 

Mog 1856 

Memorandum of Evrecutive ( ouncil in Committee. 

'o His | l y the Honorable J. H. T. Manners- 
m, Lieutenant Governor. &e. &e. &e. 

Council in Committee having had under 
thelr consideration Your Excellency 's Memorandum 
reiative to the Act to prevent the importation, 
manulacture, and traffic in Int )xicating 
have to ol 

Your Exe llency’s conclugions are hHased u pon the 

ISCTYV er 

supposition that the Law, for the purpose which it 
¢ enacted, is wholly inoperative ; an opinion in 

which the Council do not concur. 
4 ever assuming that your Excellency is coprect 
opmions expressed in the Memorandum, the 

‘neil would not feel themselves justified in ad 

wesembly with a view of testing public opinion 
“pon the Prohibitory Law. Am election ut the 

Liquors | 

the true state of the public mind on that subject. 
A dissolution would pwotract agitation ; and 

should a new House repeal the Law, it would not 
settle the question im the country. If the law fails 
to accomplish the results anticipated by its suppor- 
ters, the Council are of opinion that it will be re- 
pealed by the present House. 

The excitement and expense consequent upon a 
general election, and special Session of the Legisla- 
ture, together with the delay which would neces- 
satily arise in the arranging and prosecution of the 
contemplated public works, are additional reasons 
in the opinion of the Council, to influence them 
in advising Your Excellency against a disselution. 
(Signed) Coaries Frsuer, J. M Jomxsox 

S. L. TiLLEy, A. d. Ssrrn, 
Janes Brown, Cuarens WATTERS, 
W. H. Sreeves, 

May 17th, 1856. 

(Copy)—3. 
Memorandum for the Executive Council. 

His Exeelleucy the Lieutenant Governor has given 
his full aud anxious attention to the Memorandum 
of the Exeeutive Council in Committee, in which 
the Council recommend His Excellency not to dis- 
salve. 

A differemce of epinion between the Lieutenant 
Governor and his Council, must be at all times a 
subject of regret to him ; and bis Excellency feels 
the greater regret in amnouncing to h 8 Council 
that the opinions expressed in his Memorandum of 
the 6th instant remain unchanged ; he is 
aware from what passed in conversatic 

Davie Wang. 

But the Lieutenant Governor retains a strong 
conviction that a continuance of affairs in con- 
nexion with the *“ Liquor Law’’ question is fraught 
with peril, and although it is very possible that a 
dissolution may not settle wholly and for ever this 
question, yet the Lieutenant Gevernor sees no rea- 

| son to believe that the Constituencies are generally 
indifferent on the subject; or that they will, when 
the opportunity is afforded to them, fail to pro- 
neunce their opinions in favor of or against the 
Prohibitory Law, in the election of their Represen- 
tatives. 

The Lieutenaat Governor therefore continues to 
regard a dissolution as the proper and constita- 
tional remedy for the great and growiug evils, to 
which he has called the attention of his Council in 
his Memorandum of the 6th instant. 

(Sigued) J. II. T. Man~grs-Svrroy. 
May 19th 1856, 10 o'clock, A. x. 

{Copy)—No. 4. 

Memorandum of the Evecutive Council in Committee 
To His Excellency the Honorable J. H. T Manners- 

Sutton, Lieutenant Governor, &e. &e. &e. 
| The Council regret that any difference of opinion 
| should exist with Your Exeellency in regard to a 
| dissolution of the House of Assembly at the present 
‘time. The Couneil adhere to their advice already 
tendered, and trust upom further consideration 

| Your Excellency will recognise the propriety, in 
| view of all the circumstances, of acting upon that 
| advice. Should your Excellency continue to ad- 
here to and act upon the opinion expressed in your 
Minute, the Council will then adopt such a course 
as they conceive to be due to their position and the 
interests of the country. 
(Signed) Cuaries Fisner, 

S. L. Trey, 
| Jaues Brow, 

W. II. Sreevis, 
May 19t1, 1856. 

J. M. Jonvson, 
Davip Wark, 
A. J. Swit, 
CHARLES WATTERS. 

(Copy)—No. 5. 
Memorandum for the Executive Counctl, 

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor adheres 
| to the opinions expressed in his Memorandum of 
this morning's date. The Executive Council are 
‘aware that while on the one hand they are respon- 
sible duting their retention of office fur every act of 

| the Lieutenant Governor, on the other hand they 
| may at any moment relieve themselves from all re- 
| sponsibility by the resignation of office. oe! 

If therefore the Executive Council are a 
to be responsible for the issue of a Proclamation 
dissolving the Ascembly, the Licutenant Governor 
directs this Proclamation to be issued, and the Se- 
cretary will prepare it in the usual form ; butifon 
the other hand the Exceutive Council are not pre- 
pared to be responsible for this Act, them as the 
Lieutenant Governor has never contemplated a dis- 

 #olation of the assembly without the eomeurrénce 
| of Responsible advisers, he is entitled to expect that 
the Members of the present Council will at once 
place him in the position to seek for other advisers : A "| and that they will thus allow the public business sng Your Excelleney to dissolve the House of | to be conducted in a constitutional manner. 

(Signed) J. IL T. Maxsers-Surroy, 
May 19, 1856, § past 5 v. x. 

1 
! 
i 
! 

' 

present time would not, for many reasons, indicate | (Copy)—No. 6. 
| Memorandum of the Executive Councilin Commitee. 
To Ilis Excellency the Honorable J. I. T'. Manners- 

Sutton, Lieutenant Governor, &ec. &e. &e. 
The Council have considered Your Excellency’s 

Memorandum of the 19th instant, half past3 o'- 
clock r. x. 
The Council continue to regard a dissolution of 

the Assembly in the present state of public affaire 
a8 an act highly injurious fo the interests of the 
Province. 
While the Ceuneil would feel themselves relieved 

by an immediate resignation, they are of opimion 
that there has as yet been no act om the part of 
Your Excellency, upon which they can constitu- 
tionally justify such a course to the people of the 
Province. 
The Council would observe, that Your Excel 

lemcy has mot even expressed a determination to 
dissolve the present Assembly. 

If Your Excellency has determined to dissolve, 
Your Excellency is aware that you can dissolve on 
your own responsibility, when the resignation of 
your present advisers will, as a matter of course, 
immediately follow. 
(Signed) Curves Fisnkr, J. M. Jouxsox, 

3. L. Trorey, 
Janes Brown, 
W. II. Sreeves, 

Mag 20¢k, 1856. 

Davip Wark, 
LCUARLES WATTERS. 

(Copy)—No. 7. 

Memeorandwn for the Precutive Council. 
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor has re- 

ceived the Memorandum of the Executive Council 
in Committee of yesterday's date. 
The Executive Council have reminded the Lieu-. 

tenant Governor that he possesses the power to dis- 
solve the Assembly. This power is undoubtedly 
vested in the Lieutenant Governor by Her Majesty's 
Commission, and for the exercise of it the Licuten- 
ant Governor is regvonsible to the Crown and the 
Exeeutice Council, for the time being, are respon- 
sible te the people. 

It would have been more in accordance with the 
feelings of the Lieutenant Governor, and more ¢on- 
senant with the practice in Eagland, where the 
responsibility of the Ministers to the people is com- 
plete, and yet does not impede the constitutional 
exercise of the prerogative, if the Executive Coun- 
cil had relieved the Lieutenant Governor from the 
necessity of directing them te take a step of which 
they have avowed their disapproval ; but the course 
which the Executive Council have pursued leaves 
the Lieutenant Governor no option. 
His Excellency therefore directs that a Procla- 

mation be immediately prepared, dissolying the 
Assembly, to be countersigned in the usual man- 
ner by the Provineial Secretary, and transmit- 
ted to His Excellency. : 

(Signed) J. H. T. Maxxers-Svrrox. 
May 21, 1856,11 o'clock A. wm. 

(Copy)—Nao. 8. 

Memorandum of the Executive Council in Committee 

To His Excellency the Honorable J. H. T. Manners- 
Sutton. Lieutenant Governer, &e. &. &e. 

The Council having received Your Excellency’s 
Memorandum of the 21st instant, observe that Your 
Excellency ealls upon the Council to prepare a pro- 
clamation dissolving the General Assembly. 
The Council submit that it is no part of their duty 

to prepare a Proclamation, and having advised 
Your Excellency against a dissolution, can assume 
no responsibility in the matter. 

If Your Excellency has determined to dissolve the 
House up on your own responsibility, Your Excel- 
lency can direct the proper Officer to prepare the 
Proclamation. 
(Signed)  Cuarves Fisugr, 

S. 5h. Tier, 
James Brown, 
W. H. Steves, 

May 21st, 18506, 4 past 2.r. u. 

J. M. Jonxsox, 
A. J. Svirn, 
Davio Wark, 
Cuarves WATTERS, 

Memorandum for the Executive Council 

THE CARLETON SENTINEL. 
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countersign this Proclamation in the usual manner. 
and to transmit it to the Lieutenant Governor. 

(Signed) J. I. T. MaNNERs-SUTTON. 
May 21st, 1856. 

(Copy) No. 10.—(4A) 
Memo. of the Executive Council in Commattee 

To His Excellency the Hon. J. H. T. Manners 
Sutton, Lieutenant Governor, &c. &ec. &e. 

Your Excellency having dissolved the General 
Assembly contrary to our advice, and we being un- 
willing to take the responsibility of this aet, do 
hereby respoctively tender to Your Excellency the 
resignation of our offices as Executive Councillors. 
(Signed) Cuaries Fisuer, A. J. Syiru, 

J. M. Jouxnsox, CHARLES WATTERS, 
S. L Twmwiey, Davin Wark, 
W. H. Steeves, Jauss Browx. 

May 21st 1856. 

(Copy) No. 10.—(B) 
Enclosure in preceding Memorandum 

[L. S.] By His Excellency the Honorable J. IT. T. 
Manners Sutton, Lieutenant Governor 
and Commander in Chiet of the Pro- 
viace of New Brunswick. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas the General nbly of this Province 
stands prorogued to Tuesduy the tenth day of June 
next, I have thought fit to dissolve the said Gene- 
ral Assembly, and the same is hereby accordingly 
dissolved ; whereof all persons whom it may con- 
cern will take due notice. 
. Aud I have further thought fit to order and di- 
rect that Writs for calling a General Assembly be 
forthwith issued in due form, returnable op——— 
day of. next. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Freder 
icton, the rn first day of May, in tne 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty six, and insthe nineteenth 
year of Her Majesty's Reign. 
By His Excellency’s Command 

(Signed) S. L. Trurey. 

(Copy—No. 11. 
His Excellency the Lieut. Governor has received 

the Memorandum in which the Members of the 
Executive Council tender to His Excellency the re- 
signation of their seats at the Council Board. 

His Excellency repeats the expression of his re- 
gret that he has been unable to concur in the views 
entertained by his Council respecting a dissolu- 
tion, 
The Lieut. Governor will without delay seck other 

advisers. In the mean time the Members of the 
Executive Council will regard themselves as hold- 
ing office until (heir successors are appointed. 

(Signed) J. H. T. MANNERS-SuTTON. 
May 21, 1856, 6 o'clock ». x. 

Memeorandum for the Executive Council 
IIis Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, in ac- 

cordanee with the intentions expressed in his Me- 
moranda of the 19th instant, § past 5 pr. M., and 
of the 21st instant, 6 p. u., immediately proceeded 
to seek for new Advisers. The arrangements for 

‘the formation of an Executive Council, who, eon- 
curring in the necessity of an immediate dissolution. 
are prepared to be responsible for it, are completed, 
and the Lieutenant Governor now accepts the re- 
signation of his present Council. 
The appointment of their successors will appear 

in the Gazette this day- 

(Signed) 
May 30, 1856. 

J. IH. T. Maxxers-SuTToN. 

tp 
Tue Fisneries.—Several Yankee traders have 

been visiting Kertch harbour, &e., for the purpose 
of buying up fish, and are giving long prices to the 
fishermen.— Herald. 

_—-—— 

GENERAL WiLLrams:—A correspondent of the 
Colonist draws attention to the following compli- 
ment paid to the British North Americans, by 
Lord Palmerston, when moving the granting of a 
pension to the above distinguished officer. <1 
will only make one further remark, and that is 
that General Williams is a native of Nova Scotia. 

Ilis Excelleney the Lieutenant Governor has di- | and it therefore must be a matter of satisfaction to 
rected the Provincial Secretary to prepare immedi- the house to feel that our fellow-conntrymen in 
ately a Proclamation dissolvins the Assembly, | America have partaken, through the person of Ge- 
and to countersign this Proclamation in the usual | neral Williams, in the distinguished services which 
manner, and to transmit it to the Lieutenant Go- | marked the war in the Fast. (Hear, hear.) 
vernor, 

If the Executive Council retain office, they are 
well aware that they are responsible for the act of 
the Lieutenant Governor. 

(Signed) J. H. T. Maxxers-Svrrox, 
May 21st 1856, § past 3 r. u. 

(Copy) No. 9.—(B) 

Enclosure in preceding Memorandum 
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor directs 

the Provincial Secretary to prepare immediately a 
Proclamation dissolving the Assembly, and to 

I — 

Tue Peace.—The Lieutenant Governor of Nova 
Scotia has issued a proclamation setting apart 
Monday, 9th June next, as a public Holiday, to 
afford an opportunity for rejoicings appropriate to 
this occasion, : B 

 -_—ew 

Both the English and French consuls at Panama 
have sent for men-of-war on both sides of the 
Isthmus of Panama, to protect passengers and 
property from any rocurrence of outrage en the 
part of the inhabitants. 
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