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DO THEY MISS ME AT HOME.

Do they miss me at home, do they miss me,
It would be an assurance most doar,

To know at this moment some loved one
Was saying [ wish he was hore;

To know that the group at the fire sido
Was thinking of me as T roam.

Oh ! yes, it would be joy beyond measure,
To know that they miss me at homo.

When twilight approaches—tho season
Which ever iz sacred to song,

Does some one repeat my name over,
And sigh that I tarry so long.

And is there a chord in the musie,
That is missed when my voice is away,

One chord in each heart that awaketh

legret at my wearisome stay.

Do they set me a chair near the table,

When evening’s home pleasures are nigh,
When eandles

And stars in the

are lit in the parlor,

alm azure sky;

And when the good nights are repeatoed,
And all laid them down to their sleep,

Do they think of the absent, and waft me

A whispered good hight, while they weep.

Do they miss me at home, do thoy miss me,
At morning, at noon, or at night,

And lingers one gloomy shade round them,
Which only my presence can light.

Are joys less invitingly welcome,
Or pleasures less hale than before,

Decause one is missed from the eirele,
Because I am with thom no more.
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BY CHARLES DICKENS.

A whole year of Cliristinas davs have come and

pass: Jd. since a wealthy tun-maker, named Jacob

Elsen, was chosen .\.\'!;(:&it' of l]il"('l)’l‘} oration of tun-

111;13\"-12\‘ in Southern Ger-

]n(‘l‘-

l\ gone,—

in the town of Stromtbal,
many. llis family name is not to be met with,
itself
The inhabitants once unjustly taxed the Jews who

haps, anywhere now. The town

dwelt there, with the murder of some littie chil-

n. and drove them out ; forhiddiug any Jew to

u
nter their cates acain. But the Jews took their
1ilt another

1 all the trade

auiet revencze: for they In town at a
‘ »
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v, and carrt »awavy, o that the

new town gradually iner vised in wealth,
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‘Jamb l'lm-n & housc was one of thcse. 'lho mdes
; of the bank before it had been lined with birch
' atakes, and the foundation was dug 8o close to the
| water, that you might open the door of the work-
nhup and dip a pitcher in the stream.
‘ Jacoh Elsen’s heusehold consisted of only three
| persons besides himself; namely, his daughter Mar-
' garet; his apprentice ( and one old servant
lie had workmen, but they did not sleep
| in the house. Carl was a youth of cighteen, and
| his master’s daughter being a little younger, he
foll in love with her—asall apprentices did in those
days. Carl's love for Margaret was pure and deep.

He had

Carl ;
| woman.

Jacob knew this; but he said nothing.
| faith in Margaret’s prudence.

| Whether Margaret lgved Carl at this time none
{ over knew but herself. Ile went te church with
l her on Sundays ; and there, while the prayers that
were sometimes mere meaningless gounds to him,

through his thinking of her, and watching her, hv
| could hear her devoutly murmuring the words ; or
| when the preacher was speaking, he saw her face
was tarned towards him, and felt almost vexed that
She could sit at table
with him, and be quite calm, when he felt confused
at other

too busy to think of him.

she was listening attentively.
and awkward ; times she scemed always
At length his appren-
ticeship being completed, the time came for his
leaving Elsen’s house to travel, as German work-
men are bound by their trade laws to do; and he
doter rot before he
went.  What better time could he have found for
this, than a summer evening, when Margaret

mined tu~p'.x\ boldly to Marga

hay-
pened to come into the workshop after his fellow
workmen were gone? lle calied her to the door
that Op(‘ncd on the river, to look out at the sunset,
and he talked about the river;
its source ; when it was getting dusk, and he could
delay no longer, he told her hisseeret; and Marga-
that

¢ | must tell

rot told him in return her seeret, which was,

| she loved him too. ¢ But,”” said she,
{

mv father this.’

That night, after supper they told Elsen what

f had passed between them. Jacob wasaman in the
Ile was not avaricious, but he was
¢ Tet Carl,” he said, “‘come
hack after his ¢ Wanderzeit is ended, with {ifty gol-

| den gulden ;

* ]n'im" of life.
| 1 rudent in all things.

and then, if you are \\'Nhn;_: to marry
| him. I will make him @& master tun-maker.”” Carl
; asked no more than this. He did not doubt of be-
| ine able to bring back that sum, and he knew that
| the law would not allow him until his
| apprenticeship was ended.  He was anxions to he

] 5 f
i 1
{In tho

| the to marry

oone, he o :-]-L his leave of ,Hai‘.‘_*:‘:!-

MoOrrown

rot —early in the morning, before anything was

stivring in the streets.  Carl was full of hope, but

11 lewindled to n ¢ i" " ; ,‘\:.‘.*rl\‘(‘f \\o'}yt as I’Ln“.‘ Stooa u}wn (‘Au‘ thr ‘:JIHL‘L—--
pold TOWD died 1o notning. .' ; .
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But Jacob Elsen had no knowledge of this per-| 57" /707 700 7T it R 4
ti In his ti Jews walked about the | S2¢h chanees in us that we are not like our former
secution. n 118 1N1e, ot dised AdHou 11e ; <
. g+ 2 2 1 1 | S 1‘\".‘.

sombre, winding streets, and traded 1 the market

1 kent sl ,: k. lik e
and nl.‘}.\ .‘..l'}\ 1 H\ 1 with others,
J

]w.lL""ﬁ

the ) rivileces of the town.

»
A

A river flows through the town, a narrow wind-

. . . g .
ine siream,, h;:\i_‘_’ﬂ\‘-l!“ for \:Lx” crait, and called

-

<

¢« Klar.” This river, being of very pure, sweet |

&3
water, and moreover very useful for the commerc
. ' 1 L R e s ' {
of the town, the people call their great friend.—

n s o d 24 auill ) ]
‘,’«"\’ he l1eve that 1t will heald

b L L
ilis of mind and body ;

and although many afflicted persons have dipped
in it. and drunk of the water, without fecling much
the better for it. their belief remains the same.— |
Thev eive it feminine names, as if it were a beau-

ful woman or a goddess. They have innumerable

songs and stories about it, which the people knew

bv heart : or did in Jacob Elsen’s time
v

11ad

| ¢ And yet they will only make me love you
| more.”’ replied Carl.

Pl will meet with fairer women than I where
vou are going,”’ said Margaret, ¢ and I shall be |

| thinking of you at home, loug after you have for- |
1 rotten me.”’
¢ Now I am sure voa love me, Ma

L .
1!.4“1 s

| me while I am away. Ass

rearet,’”’ he

I
| 821d, UCLILT

. : 1
wely as I love you now,

[ will come back with the 1 fty golden gulden, and

1

claim your father’s promise.
| 13 4 ] . e J .
| Marzaret lineered at the door, and Carl looked
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11ig heart was licht @

1
nouri

times urtil hie turned an anele of the

i . . . .
strect inspite of thewr

| . It 1  a R wa 1 ’ £ .t
| separation, {for he had always looked forward to

. . ~ B 4 i 1 ¢ as the mear 6 winning lner }"HM] s
were very iew k8 and few readers in ti Ll ey : - . .
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e o : 1 . ae 1 ks 2 1 | an overy ev; he [D0OK seemmed o oring 11111 hearer
davs. I'hevy have a wvearly {festival, called the <™ h ! . ” i
o P SE o ¥ wrhon fass ad 2 | his ohject. ¢ | must not lose time, <aid ne, " and
¢ Klairfussdav,’”’ when flowers and ribbons a l |
- 2 . .-n (] 3 i 1
. . 1 A i " vet it would be a ereat thing if [ could find the
1ingo tne gtreamn, andad i HALETR 11] \ & il e \ .
1. 4] =k ol head of our river. My way lies southward ; 1 will
dows towards the great , ,
oy 17 {(in ] <« } 4 1 } i %1
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< ‘] 1 . . ecame stronger. l ¢ iled on, however, until the
but the Klar comes forth, full grown irom the ¢ trongz iC pu '
_!ujl,-. And s il;': : 1 wWas DO vention ol tine | sve oray wails wcel O €Al le Oof nim, and
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town eouncil had ofiered a reward oi uve hundred | length, with all the strength of his arms, he eould
wolden eulden to any one who could discover it ;| only keep hi boat where it wag. Now and then,
-~ ) . ]
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but all those who had endeavoured to trace it, had | with a sud lden effort, he advaneced a few yards, but
1 .. 9 P $ i 1 | ] ' 2 v Lo lan » had won 0 {
come 10 & place Inany jeagrues anove dSirolnioal, e could not maplain the piace ne Haq won, i nd
wihere '\,‘lj“ slrealn w ’)'.All‘j petween steep rocks s and | alter a whiie nhe grew weary, agd Was oblgea 1o
' i p : ' y eif 1 iy £4 5 1
srhere the eurrent was so strong that ne. r oar | it up and arift hack ¢ ¥ ‘ () LR
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rocks were the mountains <"L»-'i the Jilmmalge- | water 18 true thoagntl ne, L cap testsly 1o thad
g |
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But though the people of Stromthal honored ¢ cir | ployment : and, when he did, it was poorly paid,
L E . A . ' (r 1 > l.oa wrar % B
river, they loved thewr commerce better.  dherelore, i nd searcely sufliced for h‘h‘ ing ; #o he was obli
they made o public walks along 1ts bas! but | #ad to depart again. W hen hall his time was com-
. »

built #heir houses mostiy to the

.. : e ) ]

both sides. Some, mdoed, 1 the gutskirts had g
dens: but in the centre of the town, the stroa:
esugit no shadows, excepl {rom warehouses and

the overbanging frouts of ancient wooden Louses

I | leted. he had s

| been walking scveral days, Lo cawe Lo a s

wrecly saved ten ¢ gold ;:{'Hm"n,”

' \
' thouen n

v had worked hundreds of miles and work-

: o .8 . ' f :
Q d in manvy citier, Ome cay he sot out agam, 1o
} . ' . 3 i . ] 3 3
| gock for employment elzewhere, Wnen ke had
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and the mystery of
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on the b.mks of a river, whose watvre were 80| *¢° A ﬂood thmwht " eaid D »rths.

bright that they reminded him of the Klar. The| Carl worked the next day, and madea large
town, too, was g0 like Stromthal, that he could al- | mallet, in which e plugged a holo ; Istting in fifsv
most fancy that he had made a great circuit and | gold pneccsqlc retained the rem(u.ulnr of his trea-
came back to his starting place again. sure to' expend on Lis journer, aud to buy clothes
did not want to go home yet. Ilis term was only | and other things; for he could afford to be extra-
half expired, and his ten gold gulden (one of which | vagant now. When everything wasready, he Lired
was plready nibbled in travelling), wonld make a | a hoat to travel down the river a portion of his jour-
poor figure after his boast of returning with fifty. ney. The cld man bade him farewell affectionately,
His heart was not so light as when he quitted Mar- | ot the landing-place of his own wor
garet at the door of her father’s house. He had | (‘4] kissed Bertha, and Be
found the world different from his expectations of | or his mallet.

it. 'The harshness of had soured him,
and there was no pleasure that day in being remind-
od of his native town.

Jut Carl

and
tha bade Lim take care

kshop ;

strangers The boy who rowed the boat was the ugliest boy

that could possibly be. l1le was very short in the
legs, and very in the chest. and he had
scarcely any neck; but his face was large and
round, and he had two small and twinkling evee.
His hair was black and straight ; and his arms
were long, like the arms of an ape. Carl did not
like the look of him when he hired the boat and
was about to choose anpther {rom the erowd of boat-
=nen at the landing-place, when he thought how
unjust it was to refuse to give the boy work on
account of his ugliness, and so turned back and

If he h: u] not been weary,
he would have tnrned aside and gone on his jour-
ney without stopping; but it was evening and he
wanted some refreshment.

lrrn:ld

He walked through straggling etreets that re-
minded him stil! further of his home, until he came
to the market place, in the midst of which stood a
large white statute of a woman,
branch in her hand ;
of drapery
feet., <\
bystander.

She held an olive
but folds
enveloped her, from the waist to the
hose is this statute?

her head was bare
b ]

asked Carl of a
dialect,

hired him.
The man answered in a strange

(‘arl sat at the stern, and the boy rowed, hend-
but Carl understood him.

ing forward until his face nearly touched his feet,
and then throwing himself almost flat uyon Lis
back, and taking such pulis with his long arms,
that the boat flew onward like a erow. Carl did
not rebuke him, for he was to anxions to get home,
But the boy grew bolder from bhis licence. l1le
made horrible grimaces when he passed other boats
tempting the rowers to throw things at him. lle
raised bis oars sometimes, and struck at a fish, play-
ing on the surface ; and, each time, Carl saw the
dead fish lying on its back on the top of the water.
the stream grows| ('arl commanded the horrible boy to row on and be
swifter, running between high T'Nl\“ until it rushes quiet—but he rephed in an un("(mth dialeet which
into a deep cavern, and is lost.’ ('arl conld searcely understand
> thought Carl, ‘
in 80 Many respects,

¢ It is the statute of our river,”” he answered.

“ What is your river called 2

““ The Geber—for it enriches the town,
us to trade with many great eities.”

¢ And why is the head of the woman bare while
her feet are hidden ?”’

enabling

¢ Because wo know where the river rises, but

where it flows none know.”’
¢ ("an no one float down with the current and

S(“\‘.”

¢ Tt is dangerous to search ;

,and a moment after

¢ y AN P ‘6 4 y e . . g . ¢
‘“ How strange, that this town | hegan his tricks again. Onee Carl saw him to Lis
should be, g0 like my own!”’

treet, he found
a wooden house with a small tun hanging over the
doorway, by

astonishmeut, apr ng from il run .m>n-"

but ]m naked foet
clung to the edge, as 1f he had been web-footed.

Liis seat,
13441 ‘1y e ‘. o 3 . ‘ e S
Lut a little further on in a narrow s the narrow zunwale of the hoat ;

way of sign, so like Jacob Elsen’s |-

¢ 8it to your oars, monkey ?”’ eried Carl, strik-
house, that if the words ¢ Peter Sehonfuss, tun- ing him a lighthlow.
maker to the Duke.”” had not been written above he hoy sat down sullenly and rm\'z\l on, plaving
the door, he would have thought it magic. Carl| no more tricks that day.
: | mot i

(Carl sang one of the
¢ Klar;”’ and the Boat continued its
for Carl saw at a | way—through meadows,

| banks were
glaneo that Margaret was a hundred times more | lined with bulrushes, and often round little i-s]'m(’.r;
bo:mtnf::l than she

—+t1ll the dusk

knocked here, and a

(1()(‘1' s

voung woman eame to the | )

songsabout

here the likeness ended,

where the
ame down {rom lleaven. 'The
river-surface glimmered with a faint white light.—
The trees upon the bank grew blacker, and the
Carl watched the fish ma-
and let his hand fall
over the side to feel the water rippling through his
fingers as the boat went on.

¢« | do not know whether my father wants work-

men,”” said the young “ bat if you are a

traveller, you can rest and refresh yourse 1f until he

29

woman j

stars spl‘t"u. westward,
comes 1n.

king eireles on the stream,

Carl thanked her and

entered. 'The low-roofed

km'.; m, 80 like Elsen’s house, did not surprise him, But growing woary
The | ufter o while, he wrapped himselfin his cloak, and
loth, gave him some cold meat ! }m'\‘l!“g his ‘m.]ut beside him, Iny down in the stern
r to wash ; ! fell asleep. The town \\} ere they were to stop

tla:'.t nicht, was further off than they had thoughs
and where he |it. Carl slept 2 long time

for most rooms were built thus at that time.
girl spread a white «
brought him sen

and bread, and

1@ wate
but while he was eating she asked him many gues-

tions concern

s 1
o whence he came,

Bat in
heard a noise close to his head, like a
splash in the water and awoke. He thought, at
first, that the boy had fallen into the river ; but he
saw him standing up, midway in the boat.

““ What is the matter 7°’ said Carl.

“1 have dropped your hammer in the stream,’
said the boy.

¢ Wretch !
was this ?"’

i‘.Yl'\l (&l“\‘.‘dln( l!.

had been. She had never heard of Stromthal, for

his gleep he

she knew nothing of the country ln yond the ¢¢ Him-
)

melbirge.”” When her father

("arl saw
v was much older than Jacob Elsen.”’
¢ And so usked the

came in,
that h
. - o 1 L %)
vou want emp uymcnt.

Carl bowed, standing with his cap in his hand.

¢ Follow me!

.

The old man led the way mto eried C:u‘l, Sprin;__fin;_g up ; “how
the workshop—through the door of which, at the
hottom. Carl saw the river—and plnlll"' the tools

"21(1‘

('arl handled his tools so skil-

¢ Spare me, my mastor,’”’ said the boy with au
ugly grin.  ““ It flew out of my hand as I tried to
strike a flying bat.”” Carl was furious. 1le struck
at him several times; but the boy avoided him,

glipping under his arm, and running again alon«r
t‘..u ;v,unw.\le.

“u)‘ 1"

anas, him continue the work of a

1 4
ML tuan.

fully, that the oJd man knew him at once to be a

good workman, :m}m:--lu. him better wa
he had ever ot hefore.

(‘arl rema

v
g: 2 :
pired. Une qday

hall finizhi

" o8 “hln

(‘arl became still more lur.um, and
fell upon him at once, so violently, that the boat
overturned, and they both fell into the river. And
now, Carl finding that the boy could not swim,

¢ thought no more of the mallet
" su'hl struck out for the

ined had ex-

he said to Dertha Schonfuss (his

5

master s daugnter,)

here until his three years

‘¢ My time is up now, Dertha,

] s8¢t out for ny

tO-INOrrow lun‘w

but grasped him, and
bank. The current wus strong
and earried them far down; but they came ashore
atJast. They could see the lights of the town near_
at hand, and Carl walked on sullenly, bidding the
boy follow him. When he/came near the town
gate, he turned and found that the boy was gone.
He called to him, and turned back o little way, and
called again ; but he had no answer ; and at last he
| walked on and saw the boy no more.

Carl could not sleep that night. At daylight he
offered nearly all the money he had retained, for a
hoat, and set outalone down the river. Ile thought
that his mallet must have floated, in gpite of the
weight of the gold pieces, and he hoped to overtake”
it. But though he looked overy way as ho went
along, and though he rowed on all day without
resting he saw nothing of it,
islands,

““ L.will pray for a happy J

J rm,r‘(" fUI' \UU

Bertha, ¢ and that you may find joy at home.

’rw}( ‘arl, ¢ I have seventy
eolden gulden, which 1 have saved. W nhuut'tlmsu,
I could not have gone home, or married my Mar-

b ] » ‘I
00k vou, Bertha,

" 1
\ret, o1 Wi

Ifa‘y!

)..

wave told you ; and, but for you,
had them. Ought I not to re-
lly while [ live?’’ 4

y 7" eaid

l hould rot have

aam . P - ° 4
CemhHer vour v i
. £

HRAGIRS |

And eomne back

aone |] Vv

¢ Of course you ought.”’

¢ Y .,‘,. "‘
Wiil,

{0 see us RBor-

said .n,, tying the moncy in
r wf a handkerchief,

1 .
the ¢corn

‘4 Mtay f” gaid Bertha. ¢ There is danger in car-
rying wuch money in these parts. The rouds are

infestad with robbers.”’

—

T will make a hox for the money,’” said Carl,
handle of
It 1# natural for a workran to
will think ur.;;.m"’ there,”’

' "-'.) !.:lh«il!,‘ -.suulfl h')itl t.-xr!n,

No ; put them in the hollow one of

Ile passed no more
The banks hecame very desolate and lone-
Iy. The wind dropped, The water was dark, s
replied Carl.— | il a thunder-cloud -hung over it. And now the
¢ @ hollow mallet, and put thewm in the | siveam rau swifter, winding between rocks liko the
‘ Klar, The wall on each side beecame higher aud

carry
2 v
LOie, \\t, OLne
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