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NORTH AMERICA 

BY P. S.. HAMILTON, ESQ. 

[From the Anglo-American Magazine. ] 

Tue subject of a political union of the British 
North American Colonies has engrossed so large 
a share of atten ion, among the people of the Pro- 
vinees themselves, that little couid now be said 
upon the desirabi! iy of such a union, which would 
he new te them. A detailed Sahatte fora Union | 

of the North American Colonies was drawn up by 
the late Hon. Richard John Uniacke, and sub- 
mitted to the Tmperial Cabinet, about the com- 
mencement of the present century. A similar 
scheme was proposed by the late Chief Justice 
Bewell of Quebec,in 1814; and was warmly ad- 
vocated by His Royal Highness the late Dnke of 
Kent. Since then it has been strongly urged up- 
en the Imperial Government by that distinguish- 
ed statesman, the late Earl of Durham ; it has been 
bighly recommended by nearly every author of 
re-pectable reputation who has published his 
views upon British America ; it has been exten- 
sively discussed by the provincial press, and by 
the people, at their own fire-sides; it has been 
spoken of, in the highest terms, on the floors of 
the {Canadian Parliament; and in the House of 
Assembly of Nova Scotia, a movement—in which 
the “ leaders” of the Government, and the op- 
position, of the day, cordially joined—has been 
made to carry it into effect. This being the cause, 
the wriier, in advocating the necessity forsuch a 
union can do little more than 
been already said, and give a brief snmmary of 
the reasons why this idea of union has taken so 
firm a hold npen the British American mind. 
Tle principal of these reasons isto be found in 

the relation which the North American Colonics bear 
to all the rest of the world. Among ihe 
those Provinces, there is that craving after nati 
snality which is inseparable from t'ie minds of a 
free people in whom the want is unsatisfied. The 
peculiar situation of the British Americans makes 

repeat what has 

natives of 

them feel this want inan unusual degree. Situa- | 
ted between Great Britain, on the oie hand, and 
the United States of America, on the other, the: 
are incessantly tantalized by the might and glory 
of these, the two greatest nations on the earth. — 
They know and they feel that British America 
100, is capable of taking and maintaining, in the 
estimation of the world, an honorable national 

sank, beside these elder powers; but it is pre- 
vented from doing so by heranomalous position. 
All the institutious of both Great Britain and the 
United tates, are on a grand and magnificent 
scale. None of {hose belonging to the Provinces 
are 80; because, [rom their discongected positi- 
ou, they cannot unitedly carry out any great work, 
and not one of them is capable of deing so alone. 
The dissatisfaction which this engenders, is 
heightened by the comparisons provoked by ihe 
vicinity of their insignificant institutions to those 
of their more distinguished neighbors. 
The British American, on looking across the 

- Southern frontier of his native land, sees a people, 
distinet but speaking the same language and hav- 
ing many of their leading institutions founded 
spon the same mode! as those of his own country, 
who have a world-wide reputation, and to whem 
the field for individual exertion is unbeunded, 
and for whom the rewards of success are of the 
very first class. He there sees men of the hum- 
blest grade rising to a position which places them 
on a political level with the greatest potentates 
oo earth : others attaining a world-wide fame as 
st. - wep. ae jurists, as diplomatists, and as mili- 

| commercial prosperity ; 
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{ary and naval officers. He sees the republic of 
the United States assuming, to itself exclasively, 
the title of “ American,” whilst its territory is in- 
fertor in extent, in resources, and in advantave 
ous geographical position, to that portion of the 
continent to which he himself belongs. He knows 
that the flag of the United States is known and 
honoured, in every corner of the earth, as that of 
a pation which 1s considered a w ondertul pheno- 
menon for its great achievments in wealth and 

whilst British America, 

all disheartening circumstances, has 
worked up to a positien which makes her, in re- 

which, under 

ality, “the third commercial power on earth” 
has no distinguishing rank, place, or even name, 

He kuows the Ameti- 
can Republic to be a familiar idea—its history, in- 
stitutions, wealt! 

beyond her own borders. 

g | : 

eCis 1n 1, power, and {utare prosp 

— among communities 

never heard of the American 

thmateiy known who have 

Provinces: or who, 
if they have, think of them but as some 8 Darbatops 
deseris “on the outskirts of creation.” Qn look- 
ing fartaer away, to the other independent nations 

Europ: 
he sees them, although inferior to British America 

in every point of 

America and“1o the inferior States of 

view except the mere accident 
of distinct nationality, seated in the comu 
wealth of nations, and their alliance courted y 

e greatest empires, 

Turning to his native country, the contrast 
which he sees it presentio each of these, and par- 
ticularly to its repnblican neighbour, 
alculated to gratify his ambiticus feelings, wheth- 
er they are of a national, or merely personal char- 

British America cannot receive that de- 
gree of foreign 

acter 

consideration to 

an aggregate, it 18, 1n strictness, entitled ; because 

it cannot, in fact, be bondi as an aggregati- 

disconnected and mntu- 
ally independent individuals, each of 

on, but as a number of 

garded separately, loses immeasurably by that 
contrast already mentioned. To be a British 
American, means nothing in the world’s estima- 
tion ; to be a Canadian, a New Brunswicker, or a 
Nova Scotian, is to be just the next thing 10 noth- 
ing. 

On coming down to his own individual ease, 
the British American finds the prospect not more 

cheering. 

reward to hbooorable offer, as exertions in the 
higher walks of life. ‘Those honors which under oD 

established national organizations, furnish SO pow- 

erful a stimulus to industry and talent, are here 
6 tew which are few and far between ;” and the 

itsignifica 

salisfy the natural cravings of human natare for 
distinction, The very channels by which such 
honors are usually attained, 

attainable, are 1co ntin themselves to 

are virtnally closed 
against the American Colonist, 

to that great empire in 

True, he belongs 
which, asa general rule, 

talented exertion meets with more signal rewards 

but he is far removed from the 
arenas on which those rewards are achieved ; and 
practically, although not in theory, is excluded 
from the fountain lad whence they proceed. — 
Few feel the desiie to enter any of those profes 

sions by which alone they can hope tu attain a 
distinguished rank as Britons, in contradistineti- 
on to mere local rank ; because, by doing so, they | 

than in any other; 

must necessarily turn their Naok ks forever upon | 
what they consider as more particularly their own 
country, Apart {rom thiz consideration, they 

know too well that they have the smallest chance 

of suecess. The British American Colonist be- 

lieves—with how much reason, let others judge— 
that it would be next to madness for him to enter 
the British Army, or Navy, without that interest 
at head quarters—not possessed by one ef his 

countrymen out of ten thousand—which is neces- 

which, re- | 

The Province have but few prizes to | 

isnot at all | 

which, taken as | 

| hhiehtened elass of the 

and the ( 
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sary 1o proeore promotion even when it 1s honor- 
aly earned. A similar laek of patronage aids in 
deterring him from entering either of the Enclish 
“learned professions” The Corps Diplomatique, 
it is sufficiently obvious to every one, is ¢ mplete- 
ly closed against him. The imperial Parliament, 
the diplownatic body, the anny, and the e navy be. 
ing virtually closed against Lk the Colonial Bar 

‘olonial Legislature, furmsh the only nar. 
row avenues by which he can attain what may be 
called 

he possesses th 

professional distinetion. Whether or not, 
* particuiar talents required for sue- 

he knows dhat the distine- 

SUCCess 

Cess in either of tlese, 

tion which that will confer. 18 extremely 
significant. A seat in a Provincial Cabinet. or 

) Cd ' I . 

on the Bench of one of the many Courts which 
share the leva! tiction of the 
Provinces, affords, in itself. but a small temptation 
to the man of powerful intellect and lofty ASpira- 
tion. The British American sees men, in the 
Mother Countr e rank of Field 
Marshals, founders of noble 

y, sprinzinz up to th 

Admirals, houses, 
re y Gy . 2s 
¥ 1CEeroy 3 presiding over countries wil h are them- 

elves mi hity empires—nay, to the 
- 1 

virtuai rnlars of the great emg pir €e wil teh comprises 

many of such Vieerovaities. He may be by na- 

ter the list in competition with 

these ii ried fellow-subjects of his. He 

1s precluded by his position for makine the at. 
empl. A few miles from his own home he may 

et 1s personally ac 
quainte A and has aways considered as, in every 

respect, his inferior, raised to the high position of 

Preside nited States. (fe may not as- 

ire even Lo ihe position of Governor of his native 
Province, 

- . ih - It may b id that it is very unphilosophical 
. . 
in the B: Americans 19 entertain Liese ame- 

bitieus fee! That may be so, but the feal- 
ings are entertained nevertheless, They are not 

; ca 
a more philosophical pe ple 

human famaily ; and it is 
| but natural to suppose that they must experience 

| HHacal conv 

thwarted in 

emotioas which effect 

es. but move 

Whatever may be said 

powerfully all such class- 

particnlarly the An_le-Saxon race. — 

condemnation of pet- 
sonal ambition, 1t will scarcely be denied, that. 

where that feeling is systematically held in cheek, 
OF COT within narrow limits, there can be uo 

position of 

‘same dreary void 

NO. 4. 
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to attach a man 10 his native country—at least, it 

is insufficient to render 
it. He 

contemplating the exisience of his country, as in 
contemplating that of himself 
not satis 

him qnite satisfied with 
wants something more to cling to. In 

individnally, he is 
fied to confine his desires to the isolated 

present, however favorably circumstanced that 
present may be. He would fain induloe ia fond 
reminiscences of the past, or exuit in glorious an 
iecipations of the future. To the British Amer. 

can, as such, ‘the pastisa blank. A consumma- 
tion of the Provincial Union, 

assurance that the 

would be to him au 

future would not present the 

It would give his country 

| name and a standing which would be known and 
recognised in every corner of the earth ; and would 
make it such a country as Lie could cling to with 
affection and regard with pride. Though its his- 
tory and local associations would be for him un- 

line of an- or 

cestry, he could hope that they would be bright- 
ened by the deeds of a 

connected with the traditions of a lon 

happy and glorious poster- 
ity. Few reflecting persons, in British America, 
of whatever rank, have not perceived, with pain- 

feelings tiie insignificant position whieh, in o 
national point of view, their country has hitherto 
ocenpted. A compact political union would be 
at once, the most effective and the most feasible 
means of removing this wide-spread discontent 
The argument for union comprised in ithe fore- 

going observations, is one which has 

only by 
been felt 

ind appreciated the more 
14 

intelligent 
| ' * al, 1m! mm) | . | classes of the Colonists. neie 1s another argu 

than any other en- 

same 0! 1 

ment, which, whether recoznised or not, is cer- 
tainly felt by all, This is the argument deducible 
from the elation which the to each 

isolated and 

Provinces bear 

which their 

independent condit o 

other—I{rom the eflect 

mutually 1 has vpeu their 
internal prosperity. From the time when the 
Provinces became separately organized as depen- 

dencies of the British Crown, until the present 

day, they have been as foreign countries to each 

other. They Lave, itis true, been, in many re- 
specls, 

been subje t 10 the sa 

alike, although separated, have 

ne Crown, and have had 

all their principal institutions modelled 

They 

upon the 
nals; yet, from whatever cause it is 

uscless now to inquire, they have, ontil within a 

few years past rat entire'y aloof from each other. 
very long and peaceful continuance of what is | 

called national progress. There will be either po- 
’ . 5 1 . alsions, or general sloocishness, Per LJ 

sonal ambition a8 alread, 

| s . 
British 

rm 1 4 1 : - 

Pwo results, el this, aiready 

shown, is now being 

America, alter both these 

modes. 100 clearly 

discernible. are, a strony feeling of discontent a- 

mong the more intellectual and better 

classes, and the splitting up of the who'e commau- 
nity. into small but violent political factions, 

: a : , A union of the North American Colonies would | 
remove the cause of this discontent and smother 

this facti us spirit among the colonists. Such a 

educated | 

field of aectio 

union wound throw open an arena vast enouwch for! 

the desires of the most ambitious—one in which 

all professions would soon find ample scope for | 
action and rewards commensur 

ertion. The old narrow, partifzan Spirit 

speedily die out in the new 
formed ; and politicians, of whatever name or 
party, would move with a higher and nobleraim. 
[t would also satisfy the eravings of that feeling 
more. widely extended, and perhaps deeper, than 
any which bas self alone for its object, 1t would 

Men 
are not quite satisfied with their country, what- 
ever it may be, unless it possesses, in their esti- 
mation, some considerable degree of grandeur, or 
glory, either past, present, or future. The acci- 
dent of birth is rarely, if ever, sufficient in itself 

satisfy the cravings of national ambition. 

ate with their ex- | 
| 

would | 

combinations thus) 

EL 
ach, acting tor itself, has quite ignored the ex- 
1etence of the others; and by this means, need- 
less differences have arisen between their vations 
juridical codes, their public institutions, and their 
commercial regulations, Not only have such dif- 
ferences arisen, but they have led the Colonies 
to thwart and s. ribusly injure each other, in thei 

sy wealth and intel. 

r consequent demand for larger 

mutnal intercomse. Inereasin 

ligen ~, With thei 

n, having necessarily bronght them 
into closer contact, have led to the removal of 
some of the principal impediments in the way of 

that wtercourse; yet those very increased facili- 
ties only make more vexatious the remaining ob- 
stacles to a perfect union It is but a few years 
since the Colonies adopted the system of free 
commercial interchanze of commodities with each 
other, instead of the sys.em of protective duties 
which they bad previously upheld to their great 
mutual injury. They are still separated cominer- 
cially by the troublesome bairiers which necessa 
rily exist between independent countries, however 

amicably united by treaties alone. The needless 
existence of =e many entirely separsie and co 
ordinate legal jurisdictions, in a single and com. 
pact section of the empire, as Britieh America 
naturally is, tends, in a great degree, to impede 
commercial intercourse between its various parts 
Moreover, the existence of several sets of com- 
mercial regulations, alike im all leading points, bat 

A 


