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TON SENTINEL. 
» hat an impeiet knowledge 0 fma thamatics to com- 

p.ehiend and to master the sublime Kscoveries of 
Newton. There was, hewever, a trifling ehjetion 

to thespublication of this commentary. The Pepe 
had, hy hisdecrees, forbidden any ene te maintain 
vhe ‘doctrines of the motion ef the earths Thet 
teatned Jesuits disposed of this diffieudty very 
cally. They prefixed a nctice to part ef the work, | 
detiaring that they bowed with implicit submission | 

+ #0 the decision of¢he Pepe that the sum moved round, 
the earth, hat that they had beer invited hy curio-. 
w ity te show what would have been the vase had it 

"heen a truth, instead of a fiction, that the earth | 
moves round the sun.—{(A laugh.) The weld’ 

laughed and learned; the Helv See was satisfied 

and silent.-~(Cheers.) New, let us imagine that 
these erudite Jesuits, instead ef physical theeries 
had turned their minds te religion, ard had examine | 
ol, while hewing to the decrees of the Council of! 

> ab 

Trent what would have beet #he rosult had the | 

Bibiz heen the enly rule of faith. and all reference | 

ty tradition and the authority ef. the church sot) 

asda. 14 is evident that censute, perance, and ex- 

pulsion, iret werse punishments, weuld have heen 
the result. This instance brings us 26 ence te one 

of the great obstacles te the progress of moral and 

| 
: 
| 

1 

rh > ed R = | 

political science. Truth ss discovered hy inquiry; | 

knowied se is attamed hy the diffusion of epinieny | 
: governments have undertaken te suppress inguiry, 

and te guide opinion en all veligiows and meral, | 

nay, en wany physical sauhjects. Lat us investigate | 

this Wa shall find that sero of | . 

“hich have heen interposed | 

ubject tus chise, 
» 

to moral amd political progress ave these which | 

have bean caused ky a misapprehension of the func 

tions and a misapplication ef tire powers of civil | 

woveremoent. Those funeciens are extensivein thoir | 

lecitimnate province ; these powers are formidable | 
. . ‘ . 

in their preper sphere. But Gevernments have 

prrverted te wrong ends an authority which is es. 

J the truth has a ¥izht te suffer, 

ig a , | 
himself and think justly. But no member of a so- 
ciety has» right te teech any Qectrine contrary to 
what the society helds to be true. The magistrate. 
[ say, may he wrong in what he thinks; hut while 

(he thinks himsclf right, he may and ought te en- 
force what he thinks. Mayo: Then, si, Wwe are 
te remain always in error, and truth never van 
prevail | and the magistrate wes right in persce 
ting the frst Chdsfians«—Jelnsen: Sie, the only 

| methed by which ®ligious truth van he established | 
is hy martyrdom. The magistrate has a right to. 
enforce what he thinks, and he who is conscious of 

1 am afraid there 

| is mo eather way ef assertaining the truth but by | 

persecution en the one ham] and enduring it on the 
other.” 
Such was the conclusion ta which » wan of pow- 

erful understanding ond extersive Jamgusge was 
driven hy Yesting his epinions on Tabso principles. — 
here are two ef these principles involved in the 
disceurse 1 have quoted. The first is, that & man 
is at liberty eo hold an opinion ir his ewn mind, 
but not to cemmunicate it te ethers. It were casy 
te show that such a dsctrine Iidly established must 
prevent all moval and political presress. Indeed, 
I might ge further, ard say that even progress in 
physical science would be amvested if the magistrate 
were, in the name ef seciety, to stop all diffusion 

“. - » . 

j of such epintons as ware considered by him adverse 

to reitgion. The opinden of Galileo—that the earth 14 : 
voved, was epndemned, net as contrary to physical 
science, but as eppesed te revealed doctrine. The 

f 1 epinions ef the geelogists were, at the commence- 

went of this comtury, denounced as at variance with 

the narrative ef Holy Weit. Is every man who has 
made a physical. discovery te ask the civil magis- 

| trate whether his demonstration is at variance with 

some ignorant interprotation of the Serjptures be- 
fore he ventures to publish it to the world, But to 
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teach a the name of Jesus,” they amswered and 
said, “Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, Judge ye. 
Fer we cannot but speak the things which we have 
sec aud heard.”” Again, when they were threat- 

| ened a second time, and asked by the high priest. 
{““ Did not we strictly command you that ye should 
net teach in this name?’ they answered mmply, 

| but steadfastly, *“ We ought to obey God rather 
than men.”” Now, if this conduct of Peter and 
John was right in the sight of God, it follows that 
jo man ought to be punished for publishing his 
j religious convictions. For it is impossible that 
{ men can have a right to do certain things and avow 
certain opinions, and that other men—their rulers 

1 

actions and avowals. If a man, eonvineed of the 
truth of his own belief, has a right to propagate 
that belief, a govercign or magistrate ean have no 
right to punish him for it. For this were to admit 
two contradictory rights, two repugnant duties, in 
violation of all our notions of divine and human 
Justice. It is contended, however, thas the public 
peace is only to he preserved by repelling the intru- 
sions of fanaticism, by depressmmg the disturbances 
by which innovations in religion are alwaysatt nd- 
ed. This is the pretence of those eraftsmen who 
wish to maintain inviolate the profits of their own 
silver shrines, Let us see how far history sanctions 
this pretence. Without recurring to the well 
known example of the trial and punishment of So- 
crates, let us observe the exercise of thi 
four memorable instances. 

is the punishment of the early Christians ; the next 
is the persecution of the reformers in the Low Coun- 
tries ; the third, the religious wars in France: the 
fourth the revocation of the edict of Nantes. To be- 
gin with the Roman emperors. I will not quote 

—can have a right to punish them for these same | 

s right in | 

The first I shall take | 

— 

| ing in this respect with other historians, places the 
first edicts sanctioning the punishment of Feretie 
Christians in the reign of Theodosius the Great. 1 
do not propose, however, to follow the history of 
the various persecutions of heretics in Christian 
times. I wish to make a transition at once to the 
persecution of the Protestants in the Low Coun- 
tries, and to call your attention to a remarkable 
passage of Grotius on this subject. Speaking of the 
intolerant laws promulgated in that country, he 
says :—( To be continued-) 
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Mg. PerLEY’s Lecture oN Canapa.—The Lecture 
on ‘ Canada and the Canadians in 1855" at the 
Institute, last evening, by M. H. Perey, Esq,, 
was the most interesting, racy, aud truly useful 
that we have Tistened to for a long time. Just as 
was anticipated, from the Lecturer's well-known 
celebrity, the Institute was crowded. There was a 
perfect jam, mine hundred having managed ‘¢ by 
hook or or by crook’ to get inside the Hall. But 
we never witnessed a stronger proof of the success 
of a lecture than in the quict and constant atten- 
tion throughout, and the diseveet applause of the 
audience. And when we say that the substance of the 
Lecture was equal to the happy manner and taking 
delivery in which it was given, eur readers will 
understand the richness of the treat. 

\ large map of Canada, Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick was suspended at the back of the Stage, 
on whieh the Lecturer pointed out the boundaries 
Fi) Of'1l He former Province, and also its Lake 8, Rivers 

and Mountains. The Cities « tonto, Kingston, 
Montreal and Quebec were bid fly described, and 

the great Falls of Niagara were worthily and ad 
r mirincly spoken of,  ¢ Pen or pencil,” the Leetu- 

| rer said ¢* had never adequately represented them 

The go-adheaditivenes of Upper Canada was glow 
ingly treated of, and its superiority to Lower Cana- 

| 

| 
Ey ali > the example ol Nero or Domitian, but refer to the | 

| 

Cr ade . lant Trad g hia miniate a liad J | da distinctly shown. The Lecture SR : » moet the eloctier in front, is he who deems more | WFC Lyajan, and his minister, the enlightened aie : Lecturer very humour 
sential to society in its lowes requirements, and! highly of his God than the emperor or high priest Pliny. W § pram— the correspondence of Pliny | Got) ™ tured, the or ol 99 Aaetans =m Lower 
ought to assist its progress te the highest summit. | ef his day to hide his light under a bushel, because | With Trajan during the A— — Pliny was pro- | RRR he ag sil BT. fully comprehend 
Letus for a moment consider $e ohjects of the fur- | the civil or ecclesiastical ruler does not like to be | Preetor in Bithynia. In this curious correspondence | ESA oo Aap diag - erfulund Ouatetstod sob 
mativn of civil government. These objects ave { disturbed? Were the early Christians not to tell | V° find traces of the provident care with which a | men E— rE did not make the ¢ Sa 
very lazge, lofty ard extensive. At home a gov- | their brothers, their wives, their husbands, their | Roman SRE watched > bio the public peace, | LT FEVER pg. a op de _- ne vg 
ernment is hound to protect life and property. | children, te forsake idolatry and worship only one adorned the buildings of the chief towns and guard- | 118 TTR TH WU Wess STACK. OME ARpeetone 
These few words imply the whele question ef crim. 

inal law, the various relations of property, the laws 

of marriage, the reluticns of master and workmen, 

‘the security ef trade, the maintenance of internal 

tranquility, the rule ef all orders of men spring cut 

of their dealings with each other, 

Let us grant, in addition te these-although it may 
bam tier of some guestion—the promotion of re- 

ligion and instractioe of the young by public grant 

or endowment. But there iv another daty still 

more complex and more difficult. Government is 

charged with the maintenance of the independence 

of the nation. 

nnd dissolves treaties, maintwins armies and navies, 

As such it forms alliances, make; 

rules, perhaps, extensive foreign possessions, and, 

whether in peace er war, ix bound net te sacrifice 

nny vital interest to a foreign power. (Loud cheers.) 
Surely here gre functions encugh for a Burleigh or 

a Sully--{or the wisdom of Somers and the energy 

of Richelieu==for the capacity ef & Henry IV. of 

France, or a William It 

has heen pretended, however, that Besides all those 

1, of Great Dritain. 

functions it is the right and duty of Gevernments 
5 

to prescribe the rule of religious faith, and to draw 
1 to bevond which it shall net bo lawful 

I propose to shew you=-fivst, the argument 

0 civele 

move, 

or which this pretension is based; socendly, its | 

holiowness ; and thirdly, the evils which this un- 

happy mistake hes caused, 

morality and of reason, a pious and virtuous Chris 

tian=-1 mean Dr. Johpson—=after speaking of the | 

“duty of parents towards their children, says, — 

“+ Now the vulgar ave t va 

any enc atiempis to teach them doetrines contrary 

to what the state approves, the magistrate may and | 
ps t to rastrain him.” N mech 

Liga : On another occasion Bos- 

well relates the (towing conversation, The spo k~ 
ers are Dz, Johanson asd Dr. Mayo, 
“1 imtroducod the subject of toleration. —John- 

son 1 Every Society has 4 right to pre-erve public 

"eR Ce and order. and the refore Las pi} 200 right to 

arohibit the propagation of principles which have 
a dangerous tendency, To shy the magisirate has 
sshis right, is using an inadequate word; it is the 
society for which the magistrate is agent. le may 

be morally or theologically wrong in restraining 

the propagation of opinions whieh he thinks dan- 

gerous, bai)he is politeally right.—Mayo: I sm 
of opinion, sic, that every man is entitled to liberty 

of eonscience in religion, and that the magistrate 

cannot restrain that right.—Johnson ; Sir, | agree 
avith you. Every man has a right fo liberty of con- 
science, and with that the magistrate cannot inter- 
tere. People confound liberty of thinking with 

liberty of talking—nay, with liberty of preaching. 
Every man hae a physieal right to think as he 
pleases, for it cannot be discovered how he thinks. 
fle has not a moral right: for he ought to inform 

k - Vries: ¢ : 

A greater master of 

he ehildren of the state, If 

true Ged? Were the Christian martyrs rightly 

Again, was Lather, after being convinced that in- 

{ dulgences and the other abuses of the Roman Catho- 

| tian religion, not to lift up his voice and proclaim 

| his conviction? Was the martyrdom of Latimer 

‘and Ridley the just punishment of a erigne against 
society ? 1 int I hese questions 

| 

| 

| 
| 
| forced him to change his ground. 

} : 22 4 8 LD 
| conclusion at which he arrives ? “ The magistrate 

| hag a right to enforee what hesthinks, and he who 

| is conscious of the trath has a right to suffer.—[A 

| 
| 
augh.] 

| taining the truth but persecution on the one hand, 

‘un | sustaining it on the other.” 

I am afriid there is no other way of ascer- 

Why not? 

not permit the free cirealation of truth and error— 

eave to truth its own all-sufficient armour— (cheers) 

land to error its own stratagems and delusions— 
| . 
{leave argument to be met by argument, assertion 
| by inquiry? If the just cause suffer for a time, if 
I human credulity embraces error with ardour, and 

Lis cold as ice to truth, we may vet rely that the 
- . » . » Suny » . » 

light ef free discussion will in time disperse the 
! 

cess, the test of {ree examination will in time sepa- 

rate the dross from the genuine ore. 

is the turning point of the whele question. Dr. 

Johnson aud otheracontend that Governmonts have 
) itv { the right and to control their subjects, as pa- 

| rents control their childeon, Fhe friends of reli- 

gious liberty g¢atend that #oviivwwaents have no 

| such right, and have no special capueity to fit them 

for (ne taste. 

ink as he chose and to rpeak a# he thought. 

? rans historian sneaks of t! A Homan { + h 

rave 

| to th 

| This rare telicity is the common |! 

—
—
 

{ mankind. Tt is the source of all knowledge ; the 

| privilege which elovates the ratore of man ; one of 

| the most precions of the gifts of God. 

| What is a man 

If his chief good, and warket of his time, 
Be but to sleep and feed? a beusty no more, 
Sure He that wade us with gue large discourse, 
Looking before and alter, gave us not 

That capability and godlike regson 
T'o rust ia us unnsed.” 

{The exercise of the faculties of the human mind, 1 

| contend, 18 the first step to the discovery of truth. 

lhe highest ohiect upon which the mind, when 

onee raised and disciplined and girengthened by in- 
strietion, fixes its aggention is religion. What we 
are to believe of God, what we are required to do 
in obedience to His will engages the most earnest 
thoughts of good and wizo men, Milton and Locke 
are great examples of this, But we have higher 
authority for the exercise of the right of teaching 
than any mere human dietuw, When Peter and 

John were commanded ** not to speak at all nox 

amenable to the penalties of the eriminal law 7 

hie ehiureh were founded on perversions of the Chris- 

ist have pressed on the 

ogical mind of Dr. Johnson, and accordingly they 

But what isthe 

Why 

mist of false opinions——that, however slow the pro- 

Herve, in fact, 

EN CE a Ras oh Av @ ar So s all ——. 

ITV Of DiS time, WLoHh & pan was alioweaq 

irth-right of 

ed the health of the community intrusted to his 

cha ree. 

and laughter.) 

to have this stream covered, engaging w find the 

the necessary authority. Among other public und 

private concerns on which he writes, he touches 

| upon the progress made by the Christians. 

Iie complains that { 

ed, that animals {or sacrifice find no purchasers, 

and that the number of Christians is daily mecreas- 

ing. le interrogates some who had belonged to 

their community, and who Lad left it at 

periods froin two to twenty years before. 

persons readily worshipped the image of the Em- 

peror, and cursed the name of Christ. Examined 

that all they had done 

hefore davliecht, and sine hymns to Christ, as to a 
-  ] » 1 ’ 

god ; that they bound themselves by an oath [sa- 

cramento] not 

faith with their neighbours, and restore goods de- 

posited with them to ther richit owners: that alter 

this they separated, and met again to take £0 to- | 
.~ 

eother, in common, but without anv avil intept.— 

| This account, rom men who bad oheved the orders 

of the Emy 

meetings, and who wore therefore disinterested 
‘as 

: : had ha 8) might, one should have thought, 

| Yenovnlant i Lamy ! 

{ n d a oT IIMmra Pliny. to leave unaisturbed the 

followers of Christ, 
. » 

» NAVE 

bul 

. | 

seems, indeed, to doubted whether the name 
3 | 

ad '1 tad } Ny INI OG Wad i HIN. of Uhristia qu anv erime was to 1 un 
Po 

11, jadi 13 
. 

| ished, [le continues, however, is IX pore tO thi 

Emperor in these w rds: “4 In the meantime, with | 

roeard to thase who were brought before me as 
[Ji 4 

Christians, I followed this method, 1 asked them 

whether they were Christians ; to th 

Yfossed themselves to be so I put the question a 

ond and third time, threatening them with punish- 

ment: those who poersevel d I ordered to be led out 
. 9 rn » L 

tn execution, prajn 

and only desires that the Christians 

brought before the Governo 

out. | naad not relate to yon what fearful nariyr- 

of this principle of persecution. Tar [rom jy 

serving publie peace the system or puntslung Chris 

tians convulsed the awpira, apd was so fay fem 
3 : { ’ . N XE" 

being suecesa!! that it finally term in ti 

establishment of « hipefionieyg L wish | id 

| that Pogans Were I TUThH Viouims 
| 

] t. Paui’s, agree 

of pers 

so ablon, Quan Ci 

"For instance, as a true sanitary reformer, | 

| he reporis to the emperor that an Open space, near | 

a town, has a stream ranning through it, which is | 

called a river, but which ig, in fact, a sewer—filthy | 

to the sight and pestilential to the smell. —(Cheers | 
He asks the emperor's j er.nission oq 

| rity 

money for the purpose, and imme liately obtains | ® 

he temples arc nearly desert- | 

VAILVLIOUN 

as to the nature of their former religion, they said | 

wie to meet on stated davs, 

to commit thelt or adultery, to keep | 

1 - - L {1 . - : 

ror to aesist Irom attending Christian | 

have induced so | 

eror as Trajan, and so enlieht- | 
WJ . 

it was not so. Plinv | 

2 
Se Wo ¢con- | 

pproves these proceedings | 
| A 

who were | 

ghonld not ba bhraueht 

doms, what eruel massacres, followed the adeption | 

The excellent School Svetem in successful opera 
tion in | pper Canada is ed viposed of the best fea- 
tures of that in of’ New York and Mas. 

Cownshipg are also Libra- 

the nl AR 

wmchuseits : while in the! 

rus, iounded, m most instances, by Gove rmment,—- 

The popudation in Canada is imereasing at a rapid 

of that Provinee wis w 

rate. Lil N d ageicul tual prospe- 

Hotold hy the Leeturer 
nd we trust his vemarks on these points will be 
alia | abie remembered by his heagers. 
hat was a capital den of the Lecturer to sy 

something about our own Provinee at the conclu- 
sion of his Lecture. And the mulwm. in-perve epi 
logne was so truthful, so evad, so foreibl and so 

very person in the Prov nee to have heard the Loe. 
urer deliver it, fle said « $11 tly what was needed 

| what should be done so ke p the young and old in 
| the Provinee in the fest place, and then to induce 

migration. But want of pace prevents our say- 
. : i 
INE more cond rong ¢y s execllent Leeture 

- 

SO we may only thank hun heartily for it, and ex- 
: 5 

{ } ¢ + WIN th LL ILE Haeoestive sehiemoas for the 

| 1 

| ] Tr $1 ~ of wr Own doen wi Ainee vu iil sSoun be rea- 

lized. — Observer 
— ¢ Sea > - 

On Thu aay CYVEINnS, (urine the Pp ay 0! fam- 
| 3 | 2 

101 HEN 1LX tiall, NOWS oo] ‘ fall and de- 

truction of Seba wp arrive i as Tavlor, aR 
Yr. - } i as - § HY Ww ] | Is fed CUBR, CX wiming — 

- BER die flo : 

| | nny (LO | poar thi ’ / tad » 

! 3 1 4 } ii: PN | : | x iriend the alles | \ HITE ried Ont == 

L¢¢ Die a , old felWw : Sclastopel is taken 1’ 
IF) 1’ y 

| beer and gin drinking propensities of English 
work-pe 3! lo ol both NEXES LO nable 

alled u pon to 

stvong drink 

unzeas 

SC quantity of lab aur which they a 

undergo. Without the stim ulus of 

the English navvies and many other elasses of la- 
' borers could not continue each to do. the work of a 

1 : ’ horse, as taey now do. 

— - 

NEw York, Dee. 20.—Last nicht the Jewelry 

Messrs. Lyons & Cohen, No. 168 Chatham: 
oireev, was burglariously entered and robbed of 

watches, jewelry, &e., to the amount of nearly 
L £60,000, 

. 
: Y . 
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Weare informed by a gentleman froan Chippewa. 
| Re 
' Canada, that two persons belonging to that village 
went over the falls on Friday last. They were out 
on the river in a small boat fowling and in purruit 

cof guine, ventured too far into ghe current, and 
were consequentiy'carried over the cataract.—Buf~ 
fale Courier, 
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