acage any how.

xavin®' distracted !
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Miseelloneous,

A LITTLE TOO PUXCTUAL.

A STEAMBOAT SKETCI.

The hour was approaching fer the departure of
t he New Haven steamboat frem her berth at New
York, and the usual erowd of passengers, and
{riends of passengers, newsbeys, fruit venders, cah-
men and dock loafers, were assembled on and about
the boat. We were gazing at the motiey group,
from the fool of the promenade deck stairs, when
our attention was attraeted hy the singular act of
o taill brown Yankee, in an immense wool hat,
choeolate coleured ceat and pantaloons, vnd a fan-
cy vest.  He stood near the starboard paddle-hox,
and serutinized sharply every female who came on
board every now.and then censulting an enormous
ilver bull’s-eye watch, which he raised from the
depths of a capacious foh, by means of a powerful
steel ehain,  After mounting guard in this man-
ner he dashed furiously dewn the gang plank and
up the wharf, reappearing en board almest instan-
tancously, with a flushed face, expressing the most
intense anxiety. This series ef operatiors he per-
formed several times, after which he rushed about
the boat, wildly and hepelessly, ejacalating :

““ What's the time er day? Wonder if my re-
peaters fast? Whar's the ;-:lp'n ? whas's the stew-
ard 7 whar’s the mate ? whar’s the boss that owns
this ship ?”’

“ What's the matter, sir?”’ we ventured te ask
him when he stood still for a moment.

* Hain't seen nothin’ of a gal in a blue sun-hon-
net, with a white Canton crape shawl, (cost £15.)
pink gown and brown boots, eh ? come aboard while
[ was looking for the cap’n at the pint end of the
ship—have ye? hey?”’

Tle struggled so¥furiously that the consequence
of his rashness might have been fatal had not a
sudden apparition changed his purpose. A very
pretty young woman in a blue bonnet, white Can-
ton crape shawl, pink dress and brown boots camne
towards him.

The big brown Yankee uttered one stentorian
spite of her struggling, and kissed her heartily,
right before all the passengers.

““ Where did you come from?"’ he inquired.

¢ From the ladies’ eabin,”’ answered the bride.

“You told me at half-past four, but 1 thought
1'd make sure and ceme at four.™

“ A little too punct-ﬁal!" said the Yankee.—
““ But it’s all right now.
ahead now.

Hallo, capn you can go
I don’t care about stopping. Come
nigh losing the passage money and the haggage—
come migh gettin’ drowned Sally, all along of you
—Dhut it's right now. Go ahead steamboat! Rosin
up there, firemen! Darn the expense.” :

When the sun get the loving couple were seen
seated on the upper deck, the big brown Yankee's
arm encircling the slender waist of the young
woman in the blue bonnet and pink dress. We
believe they reached their destination safe and
sound.

-

GreAr Crries oy 1ne Wornp.—London is the
areatest city on the globe.  Including the citiesand
towns which it has swallowed up amd made a part
of itself, it cevers an area of thirty-two square
miles, thickly planted with houses, most of which
are four and five stories high. It has ahout two
millions and & half of inhabitants. New York,
reckoning among its inhabitants all who habitual-
1y do business within sight of Trinity steeple, is in
populatien, the second city of the world embracing
at least a million people. Within its chartered
limits it has now probably about eighteen hundred

thousand inhabitants. In this view it is the fourth

¢ Wo such person has coms aboard.”

“ Tormented lightnin !”’ she’s my wife’”’ he
screamed ; married yesterday. All her trunks and
mine are aboard, under a pile of baggage as tall gs
Connectient sr(‘!'lblu. The darned black ni;;‘_‘;('l' Ry S
he can’t hand it out, and 1 won’t leave my bag-
My wiie only think on’t was to
come aboard at half-past fowr, and here it's most
five. What’s beecome of her? She can’t have
cloped. You don’t think she’s heen abducted, do
ye mister ? Oh! I’'m
What are they ringing that
bell for? 1Is the ship afire ?”’

« It is the signal for departuro, the first bell.—
The gecond will ring in four minutes.”

Speak ! answer ! won't ye?

“Thunder! you don’t say so0.”’
wwap'n?”’

““'That gentleman in the blue coat.”
The Yankee darted to the captain’s side.

““ Cap'n, stop the ship for ten minutes, won’t
YT

-

Whar's the

T can't do.it sir.”

““ But you must, I tell you.
tHow much ye tax?"’

“J could®not do it.”’

¢ Cap'n, K1l give ye tew dellars,”” grasped the |

Yankee.
~ The Captain shook his head.

“1'll give ye five dollarsand a half~—and a half!
—and a half !—and a half!—and a half!"’ he kept
repeating, dancing about in his agony like a mad
jackass on o hot iron plate.

¢ The boat starts at five precisely,” said the cap-N

o ‘

“ 0! yoa stunny-hieartin heathin !’ murmured |

.9
tain shortly, and turned away.
the Yankee, alimost bussting inte tears. Partin’
man and wife and we just one day marrvied.”

At this moment the huge paddle-wheels began to
paw the water, and the werking heam descended
heavily, shaking the huge fabric to her centre. All
who were not going to Now Ilaven went ashore.—
The hands began to haul in the gang plank; the
fusts are already cast loose.

. ‘¢ Legzo the plank,” roared the Yankee, collaring
one of the hands.  ** Drop it like a hot potatoe or
I'll heave ye into the dock.”

““Yo yo!”” shouted the men in chorus, as they
heaved on the gangway.

17l pay you for it. |

city, Paris and Constantinople being mere popu-
lous. ¥

The estimated population of the cities of Asia
have been most exaggerated. It is confidently sta-
ted that there is not one of them that has a popu-
lation exceeding a million.  Thelargest city in In-
dia, Benares, has net over six handred thousand
inhabitants ; while the great cities of China—Pekin,
Nankin asd Canten—instead of their three, two,
and one m¥illions, are neither of them estimated to
contain a pepulation of over six or eight hundred
thousand. ’

PPhiladelplia has about halfa million inhabitants;
Vienna and Berlin nearly as many ; Naples, three
hurdred and fifty theusand ; Brooklyn, more than
two hundred thousend; and the city of Mexieo
about the same. Daltimore has now probably a
population of nearly or quite one hundred and
ninety thousand; Cincinnati, one¢ hundred and
seventy-five thousand ; New Orleans and DBoston,
about one hondred and fifty thousand each ; Ven-
ica, one hundred and ten thousand ; St. Louis, one
hundred thousand.—Life [llusirated.

IRRITMER R R S R

JeEM JENKINS.—A few days since & man-of-war’s
man, a regular "¢ British tar, stepped into the
post-office at Cork, and aadressing one clerks, said;

“ Do yeu know Jem Jenkins, A. B., of the Bull-
dog?”’

¢t Not I,” replied the elerk, sarprised; ¢ why

{ do vou ask ?”’

The sailor replied ;—

¢“ Because I want you to give a letter to him,”’

‘““Shut up you braying donkeys ! yelled the |

maddened Yankee, ¢ or there’ll be an ugly spot of |
work.”’ t
But the plank was got aboard, and the boat |
plashed past the pier. .
In an instant the Yankeo pulled off his coat flung |
his hat beside it on deck, and rushed wildly to the
cuard.

‘“ Are you drank or crazy?’’ eriod a passengor
solzing him.

“1'm goin’ to fling myself into the dock, and |
swim ashore,”” eriod the Yankee. 1 musn't leave
Sally Ann alone in New York, city. You way
divide the baggage among ye.
swim, "

l
i

Let me go 1 can

saying which he produced an epistle.
+« Very well,”” replied the clerk, ¢ the letter will
be sent to him ; but you must put a stamp on it-”’
How the
unless you know him ?*” inquired the tar.

“« Oh' that doesnot matter,’’ answered the clerk.

¢+ 1 can send you & letter, but it will cost you a pen-

| ny for a stamp.”’

¢« A stamp !”” ¢ried the sailorshow me one.”

A stamp was accordingly shewn to Lim, when he
exclaimed :—

«No ! shiver me if 1 put Jew Jenkins off with a
penny, for ke often spent a crown on me. laven't
you got anything handsemer than this 2"

The clerk replied in the affirmative, and showed
him a twopenny stamp.

.. \\'CU," eried the otlwr, «« this looks decenter ;
but havn’t you got anything better 2"’

The clerk showed him a shilling stamp, which
Jack inspected with an expression of approval,
saying .—

«« All right ! put five of them on the letter ; ——
nfy limbs, 1 will never send Jew Jenkins less than
five shillings worth '™’

Saving this, he threw down five shillings on the
counter, took up five shillings stamps, and stuck
them on the letter, which he then threw into the
letter hox with expressions of satisfaction at having
spenta crown’s worth on Jem Jenkins.—Cork (Ire-

-------- L ewoen

Lose your coat rather than your honor.

SEiGES—ANCIENT AND MoperN.—The subjoined
capital article from the Boston Daily Chronicle, of
5th inst., is condensed to suit our confined columns.
Now that Sebastopol has fallen, those disappointed
gentlemen who had predicted that the place could
not and wonld not be taken, talk in extravagant
‘terms of the length and the valor and the skill of the
defence. Acecording to these, there never before
was such heroism displayed. The eourage of the
besieged is without a parallel, and throws into the
shade every tLing before done by men standing on
their defence. That
the Russians behaved well, is what no man ought to
deny; that they have dene more than has been ac-
complighed by other peoples, is what no ene will af-
firm wlio has any acquaintance with the history of
war. Many a place hasmade as good a defence as

Such talk is mere moonshine.

from before its walls. Others have fallen, after do-
ing all that it was possible to do, and it is in this
latter class thai Sebastopol must be classed. The
historiam who should deny to the Russian great
merit for their defence wouid be guilty of great in-
justice; but still more unjust would he be if he
should place the defenders of Sebastopol above those
of all ether places that eéver stood a siege, as is the
custum of those who write in the Russian interest.
Ancient sieges were conducted so differently from
those of modern times, that it seems hardly fair to
make any comparison between those of antiquity
and such as have happened since the science of at-
tack and defence has come to be well understood.—
Yet Tyre stood a giege of eight months against the
whole power ofthe.Macedonian Alexander ; Rhodes
held out, with success, for more than a year, against
all the exertions of Demosthenes, son of Antigonus,
whose surname of Polioreetes was given to him for
his skill in beseiging places ; Syracause was besieged
the second Scipio had to take Carthage house by
afterwards. The capture of Jerusalem required the
exertions of a vast Roman army for many menths,
during which time 21l the resources of ancient war-
fure were made use of. ’

Jerusalom, by the way, is

.

said to bave fallen on the 8th of Sentember, the

very date of the fall of Sebastopol. At least fift;
anv one ¢f which was as remarkable as that of the
Russian city of the Crimea. Athens, Byzantinm,

Syrageose, Capua, Numantia, and wanry other

ancient places held out against powerful besieging
forecs.
In mwodern times, longsiegs bhave been by no means

uncoramen, though during the last two centuries

tacks on fortified places watters ofabhselute cortain-
ty, so far as resistance by their garrisons lLas heen

concerned. Rhodes was thrice besieged by the Turks

once in the reign ef Mahomet 1., the conqgu

Constantinople, and then in the reigh of Solyman

Land the war was at an end.

reign, but almost half a century later, for four

: ieh } It Tl . .
land witheat accomplishing their purpose. Cen-

- . | i A p—— hald albe - adrd
turies atterwards, the rrench held Malta azains
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the Encddish for a leng time, and were only starved
into a surcender after all. The fumous siege of Gib-

raltar, by the French and Spaniazds during the war

P : - | 8 - a e wmanse Saw :
of the Americon Revelution, was a {ar more formi-
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dable affair than that of Sebastopol, if we econsider
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sieriine powers, and that evervthine the place re-
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least the CO LS Of England on the ocean. OIS
topol stands at the extremity of Russia, but the
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commanicaiion becween uie i iAce and most of tae
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| raltar stands at the extremuty of Spain, but that
onlvy made the matter worse for the besiceed. In

proportion to their means the besiegers expended as
much effort against Gibraltar as the Allies have di-
rected against Sebastopol. The sieges of Dantzic
were among the most memorable that occurred in
the wars of Napoleon. The first was carried on by
the French, in 1806-7, and lasted about six months.

& 4 : . : . 1 b A
l\!l 1“») 1L was !'\‘.\h‘g“\l!'w the alles, and ti
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‘rench
held it for months, though their condition was ter-

Marshal Devoust held Hamburg, i 1313-14

rible.

for about six monthsafter Napoleon had been driv

‘A

from Germany. He did not, indeed, give up the

-

place until after the allied armies had entered Paris
v with

The pertinacit

| which the Austrians held out Mantua, in the first
! . v )
| [talian wars of Napoleon, must be well rewenbered

by all réaders. ‘The French appeared before the

pl:wt' in June, 1796, bat it did not pass into their

| possession uniil February, 1797, nearly cight mounths
:

)

afterwards. lsmail was !-cn‘iv:_;xi hy Potemkin for
soven months, when heoseut orders to Suvaroffl tw

Sebastopol, and seen its enemies retire with disgrace |

for three years by the Romans before it fell, and parish, savin® yerself,’ replied Hod

l
l
|
i
l

] ON V iy .— \'-"':- \I"."'... LT -', ' .
house, as Cortez took Mexico seventeen centuries Seripture, 1 would have be

storm the place in three duys. That gentleman set
about the work with such earnestness that his mas-
ter was obeyed to the very letter ; and with such fury
was the contest waged that the slaughter at Sebas-
topol on the Sth Septembez, was a mere bagatelle in
comparison with the Datchery at Ismail, The
Turks alone lost 48,816 wen.  As the poet says :—

“ Of forty thousand who had mann’d the walls,
Some hundreds breathed,—the rest were silent all.

The Russians admitted a Joss of fifteen thousand
men, and probably the number was mueh larger.—
Iad the Allies pursued the same course towards Se-
bastopol, they would have Lad it months ago.

Did thelimits of & newspaper acticle permit, we
could give an hundred instanees of modern gieges
that were as conspicuous for the stubbornness of the:
defenders as was that ¢f Sebastopol. * 1t I8 no new
thing in war for a garrison toact herojeally, and we
are to recellect that Sclmutupnl has been, not somuch
a fortress as a great camp, well supplied with every-
thing, and fed by great armies of diseiplined sol-
diers, and much favoured by the nature of the conn-
try that has been the seat of war.

: i s
Barcaming ox Suxpay.—A Scotch paper has the
following account of the mode by which business
may be transacted on Sunday, and ne harm done

“ Long before there was any word of disruption,
and when the Church of Scotland was deemed by
those who have since seceded from her coramunion
as the glory of the whole earth, the following eon-
versation ensued between his reverence, now i the
free Church, and one of the hearers in a rural par
ish, on a Sunday forenoon imwmediately after divine
service :

¢« Well, John, there'’s a fine 41::}'.'

“¢]1¢ is that, sir,” was the reply.

¢ ¢ That's a fine poney vou have got, John ?”’

¢« ¢« No cannier or better behaved ereature in the

ledge.

“ ¢ If it had not been Sun I:l:'," said the man of

n inquiring the price
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science has been especially employed in making at-|

when the latter were at the height of their power—

rer Ol

the Magnificent, the greatest of the Sultans whose |
| general cantured it, after a siege of five months.— |

Malta was besieged by the Turks, in the same |

‘ that Gibraltar was in the country of one of the he- |
can you send a letter to Jem Jenkins |

“¢ ¢ Deed, sir, 1‘:}:“»11 t 1¢ owner of the beast. ¢ If
it hadna been Sundav, as yo say, I w yald hae
|

aucht pounds
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NOBILITY Womax » woman, puor, ill clad
as she may be who balances her income and expen-
ditures—toils and sweals 1o quiet; unrepining mood
unong her children, and presenis them morning and
evening, as purity—is the proudest dame, and the
bliss of & happy howe shall dwell wath her forever.

If one prospect ‘*»c tlt‘:ll‘l ' than anotaer w 7‘\.‘11\1 Iilo

proud and inspire the broken-! carted=—it s for a
smiling wife to meet her husbund at the Jdoor with

18 host of happy children. How it stirs up the

tired blood of an exhausted man when he hears the
rush of children upon the stairease— -when the crow
and carol of their young voiees mix in glad confusipn
wad  the smallest .'nuunts and sinks nw s arm
awmidst right marthiul shouts.
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