PR ——

At T

e

R

G M S

-

RN P A N A . s A S S s . 7

-

it e

R

-

T

-~y

- —

i

Seleet Tale,
EUPTIROSYNE.

‘LE OF THE

PTERS.—CHAPTER I.

It was a bright October evening in the year 1690,
'when a group of officers etood upon the tn]»nvmst point
of Cape Diamond, the lofty citadel of Quebee, clus-
tered round the flagstaff, from whose summit floated
proudly the national barner of France. The last
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gtreamed out upon the l'v'wf.'-. waving defiance to
the invaders who threatened to pluck it from the
rock on which, nesrly a century before, it had been
planted by the adventurous ( lmvnld:un.

Over the heautiful land
pinnacle of that rock, hung the blue dome of hea-
ven,

itl;i with COrrCous hues of

scape, viewed from the

pure and cloudless ; while the horizon, burn-
purple and gold, shed a
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cannon, lay the precipitons ehores of Point Levi,

rising abruptly from the noble bay of Quebee, and |

termimmating in a wooded nromontorv. Here and
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birds, the humming of the insect tribes: and
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wild flowers still brigchtened the foding earth with

gheir beautyv., while. mingled with these faint T per-

fumoz, came the rich fraerance of exoties from the

" : b - : . .
giately eardens of t castie, in whosa gay par
" B el ) or i . P Baw
torres still lingered the rarer flowers of European
. r ) . 3 o o
(‘..‘.. - ) of I rovence, tne ** Frenehman's
.e - . i 1 R Y b ¢
darline MIiZnNoneiie, :LHJ the 3Ny Vioiets ol
. J
Reaad
1.4» | 45
- — ’ ' . . . : s S8
!'. v ] 1 0¢ | AIVONIR ahove were giori « 1311 1
) ; o k- a ) e
Min nau - ¢ earth beneath ;\'.\
diant as a poet’s dream, there were sounds abr ;
mmarrine with their dissonance sbe har 1nes of na-
S [ \‘A — 4“ i 44 - N
UL Y | A 10rs, Eh¢ - ng ol
’\‘.\ - 1 nd ! y \’{‘ o i v rod
hay . e of the night ; wlnle over
¢ \ £ =) i musi ] T
. : |
| » Y ~ | > ) .
3 Store t 1
t:: ' ral e
»
3 hicers who in t A
L - 2 1.
b ! 1 wtanden: i s
‘: I . 13 v ¥ v ' 4
Y -
'.‘ ’ ,‘ v t‘( IA T .
%! g yer
or H . v . \ : .
|
. k¢ r » - b 4 r ¥
R g i
‘B ) T ) " | a
j" b e walis - -
1 ~ ’ f “» - e - v
& - ¢ & € 3
ann -
3 3 - . |
-
% &, and :
o™ - ¥ “ s »
i ) ' P
i POW « f S 3
| a0 W 5 ) 4
2 & Y i e 1 - ¥
w‘: | [ .I’ ~
3' 3 4 f . » - » »
.
O i 14 S | - ' 2 -
d Wl ) i o af led @wI'Tive o
on 1 il Y ) o y
ing ngar reached th Al :
| | tru " v riie oL d
' .
DAY yoseryvati nag e | 7S )
.
4l { i ot . T r e o i . w
SpAtCched 10 SeCK 10T 8OMmMEe Si1l ' i N WILD suppiiee,
whieh were dally expected ivowe Frane Lielr s e

)

arrivai. 1
0 Lin

]‘i".'

event of & siege, being ull tmportant

LI

ZArrisul

msive preparations nad also been mad B
: : é
were #till goine on, by order o M. de }1 teng
. -
N - .
With unrelaxed vigor for. alth ugh strong in na

tural defences,
rocky bulwarks agains
defend, artificial
whieh, i the lower pal v ol the Cily. wero o vanib ]

there was need 1w strengthen s

insidious ussaull anda w

by barriers, those weal ]"'i“'\-‘

S D T —— ————

like #ome bril- |

THE CARLETON SENTINEL

from tho river. Dut the lnft) crost of bapo Dia-
mond was not at that time erowned with works of
solid masonry, although the present structwre had
even then been commenced, and from its northern
angle there extended an irregular line of bastions,
erossing the promontory to the bank of the St.
Charles.

The citadel, at that period, was a quadrangular
fort, with flanking defences at each corner, pro-
tected by a wall on the inner gide ; while some rude
field-works, gtrengthened the front
Abraham.

with redoubts,
towards the Plains of The lower town,

too, had its batlery; and the narrow, precipitous

city, were hmtwtml by loophole walls, intrench-

monts, and rows of chevaux de frise

Speenlating upon the audacity which brought
this British armament before the walls of their city,

knot

upon the height till only the white ghrouds and

the of officers we have mentioned remained

gloaming lights of the hostile vessels were discerni-
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after

through the gathering darkness ; and then one

another ;'.!l‘:v". till only two remained, lean-

ing against the broad flagstaff, and gazing down
upon the illuminated windows of the castle. Sud-
denlv o rich strain of musie swelled uvoward from

the balcony, when, turning to his companion, the
clder of the two young men said, with a gay smile :
¢ Licht and music wherever Aer presence beams,
Louis! I8 it not so? Come, let us leave this
| breezy height ; and though with some of us, per-
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be our last
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¢ Fyen so, Gaston, for 1 trained wy thoughts
never 1o dwell upon the odious theme, Or rather,
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appmrod and awoke me to the bxttcr consciousness
of my thraldom.”

““ But how and when was this fatal marriage
contracted 7%’

“1 know her only by name. These, briefly, are
the circumstances of the case :—My father and the
Count de Lancey were bosom friends from my boy-
hood, and in the erdour of their romantic attach-
ment, they vowed to each other that, should they
in ofter years become parents, their fisst-born chil-
aren, if of Cifferent sexes, should cement by mar-
riage the union of the familics. My father inhe-
rited a proud rame with fallen fortunes ; while the
Count de Lancey, less illustrious by birth, was the
possessor of immense wealth, so that the friends
each derived his own advantage from the compact ;
and when, in the eourse of time, they became pa-
tha little Rosyne and myself were taught,

among the first loss

rents,
regard
Stiil, had
the union been delayed till we arrived at maturity,
it would perhaps have never taken place; but, un-
fortunately, the sudden illness of the Count has-
tened its consumnation.

ons of our c¢hildhood, to r
(':'1';‘1 other as f'Ht:lT‘“ ]lllh‘hz‘n:l :\l\(l Wiﬁ,‘.

An injury received in the
chase was pronounced fatal hy his physicians ;
when informed of his danger,

and

he desired that my

{ather and mys cclf should be instantly summoned.
out

We resided in o distant province, but we set

1

immediately on receiving the tidings, and travelled
night and day. We ;xrrn'wl in time to see him

alive, and though near his end, his faculties re-

mained singularly clear. He expressed his satis-

faction at my father’s prmn'»t compliance with his

wishes, reminded him of gheir compact, and signi-

fied his desire to see the m:n‘\'i:.;:* solemnized between
and mvyself before he breathed his last :
¢ Otherwise,” he said, ¢

b J
1
]

his daughter

he must leave her in the

power of those who would differently :ahtlvlhv her
to

haud,

destiny ; and the dearest wish of his heart was,

her wealth, with hig own
gon of his

‘¢ [t was a strange ‘ivl'u}\.%r.‘il, children as we both

IH‘ ' 1:“'1

upon the
L 8

bestow

carliest and truest {riend.’

were—the girl-bride being but twelva years old, and

[ only three yvears her senior.  But absorbed in grief

for her father, she had no other will than his: aud

to me vvho had alwavs looked upon the union as a

thing of course, it was a matter of perfeet indiffo-

rence whether it took place then and there, or was

postponed for half-a-dozen years.  And so we were

marricd by the eount’s confessor, who was present
with a loy brother from a neighboring convent.—

"y - R | Y ~s » v » : . : ' B y
Strancers to cach other, we were united in indisso-

uble honds—indifferent to the present, and regard-

W Of the t\mnrv. wh
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to one of us at least, dark and joyless for ever,

* s § e 2 v o
el ntiment ot
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WOr 1IN I found my fate irrevocal wy fixed—a
lecp ave 1 to my child-wife filled my heart ; but
as by the marriage stipulations, I was not to claim
her till she had completed her sixteenth year, I re-
joiced in the reprieve, and gave all anxious thoughts
on “‘A & .I ‘ { ’ { 3 \‘\‘il‘. :.‘
‘¢ 1 saw | bhut e after we p:xrtw’xut tli(' :ll[:‘.l‘.
and then, in compliance with my father’s wishes, I
m} 1 him to t convent where she was
1 ad 10 cou te he (‘k‘.ll\'Illi ]l . She rt-};’;iw! 1o
distant ereeting with averted looks, and 1 fan-

with uncontrollable

Cled 514t 1 1msnirad };t‘?

rust. This ction strengthened my repugnance
\ er ; for voune as [ was, 1 had a keen sense of the |
sutiful 1In woman:; and when 1 looked at her

uadeveloped figure, her thin, childish face, and her

ich by that act was rendered |

dis- |

{

coming woe crept |

- which would have been in b
Leve of fests

' bahly to ]»rt'('t‘th the deadly encounter

large n ni 8 ey L pas ed f-’lilt]l\' from her
nee, hoping, almost resolving, never to enter
N
. . A .
nd veu have never seen her since!” quos-
t 1 ' Es
~ r » vears subsequent, my father died; |
and having red upon a millitary life, I was sent
) foreign serviee, and remained abroad till re-
| < v 1y ( ¢+ whi ' A yyeye
| t) ' tment which transferred me to
is Vv estern world in the suite of the Comte de
ryrol nuA

ind your wile?"’ asked D’Esperon.
v

‘1 am ignorantof everything that concerns her,’

sald Bt. Ours At various intervals, | heard that
she alwavs B ke with bitterness of her ca!'l)' mar-

risge, denouncing it a8 the misforsune of her life ;
and thie settlod hate on her part fortified me in my
lr'm‘}:'-' ‘N!' V«lLl Y ] IS };'lld N

res lution never to

claim. nor ever to intrude my unweleome presence
For aught that I know, she ay now
l< {t her ; but

I only wish it were; and

1led

this 18 not ]ITH‘)&A})!"

bea ye nun in the convent where !
than I should be absolved from the vow | made my |
{wther on his death-bed—never \‘)Illllldl‘l‘) to break
the tie which binds meto the daughter of his friend.’

")

said D’ Es-
¢ I1ad such an event taken place, you would

“ It is indeed a forlorn hope, 1 fear,
perou.
have hoard of it through a hundred ¢hannde before

| pow,’

|

distinguished residents, ¢

| daring by one furtive glance to
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“True: nt dues oﬂ'er even a ‘;tmw to the drown-
ing man’s grasp, and I have only to bear my doom
with such patienceas I can : and it would have been
an easy task, this quiet submission to an irong des-
tiny,had my heart remained untouched by another.
But to long with all the ardour of passion, to know
mysclf beloved by the most enchanting of women
—() it is alten more than my manhood can endure '’

““ But this child to whom you were wedded, St.
Ours, has, with the lapse of ears, become a woman.
How knu.v you that #she has not hiossomed into an
angel, who would fill your whole soul with the ee-
static sense of her loveliness 2’

“ 1t could not be. You would not thi
you seen her.  Besides, she is not

nk g0 had
Kuphrosyne, and
#0 could win nolove of mine.  Still, though 1 have
wished to be forgotten by her—to be thought of,
if remembered o -should she de-
mand of me the protection of & hushand, [ would
yield it, in fulfillment of my vow made to her, and
of the promise to my father on his dying bed, never
to rupture my marriage-tie.  But | have little fear
that she will elaim from me any v'"i id duty, and 1
gladly interpres her unbroken silonco into a re pus
nance as unconquerable as my own.”

all, a2 one doad

Louis drow his cloak Lim as
speaking, for the night air blew ehill

from the river, the |
ylost in silont

ho

around

he
:nul damp

conged

and leaning against

"r "L)Ab

remained for a few minut lhn.:r:nt

then suddenly addressing his friend, sald with
emotion ;

‘,This i3 her birth-night, Gaston, and we bt il
et us go and mingle
with the erowd of her worshipers, it may be, as you
say, for the last time ; but the brief of life

which, pere! . | at least

lonour it hy Inili'rin;;‘ here.

hours
ance, remain {or rome of us
would wing with brightness such as her presence
only can bestow.”’

the two friends descended from the

rock, and bent their steps toward

Arm in arm,
from
i and laughter, sick.
ening to the aching heart of St. Our

light

with quickened ateps,

Uu' castle,

whenee eame thesounds of mn
8, but exhilar-

:1!;11;‘:‘ to the rpil‘ihl of his (‘nm‘}:\ninn, who

hare the
They

entered the vestibule: and D' FE peron had bounded

. |
pressed on, eager tor

revelry o congenial to his huoyant natnrve.

half- way up the broad illuminated staircase, when
1e paused to look back for his more

on,

taml.\' compan-

who was slowly aseending step by step, his fine

face still bearing the overshadowirg trace of his

dmotion.

¢ Courage, Louis!

ouraze and hope ! Remember

your family motto, and wear vour heart as bravely

as you do your sword," suid I)'l'..«'}wr\m aaily.
i

St. Ours answered his friend’s sally by a faint

smile ; and springing up to the landing on which
he stood, they passed on together to the grand ra-

loon, erowded, on this the birth-night of the gover-

nor's favorite niece, the beautitul Madame de a-

vasseur, with a brilliant asscmblage of the most

1vil &military, of the place.

M. de Fontenac would not permit the threatening
aspeet of publie affairs to interfere with the ar-

rangements made for the occasion ; and the festi-

vities at the castle bl"\‘\"\‘n(!‘(i a scene of magnificencs

tter keeping with an

il vietory, than with one which was pro-

of enemies.

Yet who could think of impending danger, in

the midst of so much gaiety, and inthe presence of
the night’s radiant queen, the charming Euphro-

_\-‘\ ‘l‘\ t}X‘l (.)«n”(;\lrp ‘,(' .'ll (\\'(x‘.'_ ‘1-‘__31._\‘3‘”_:’ ]'v ll(\:

swect simplicity, her exquisite grace, and a beauty
more touching even than it was dazzling, the showy

women who, in the imposing snlendour of rich
lent eclat to

» elittering throng,

robes and jewels of countless value,
the
beantiful in her unadorned simplicity, a few natu-

scene ! She moved among th
ral flowers wreathed amone the rich folds of her
shining hair, and arraycd in robes of the purest
white ; she had worn them
for & hushand who puf;.av-.«c! not her aflfeetions.

for her weeds, ii ever

acide : and on this her twenticeth

birth-night, she resembled rather a youthful bride

were long ago cast

than a widow.
With a calm step but a throbbing
St. Ours passed through the Dril

heart lTouls
Not
¢ out l)lU ()b'

lant crowd.
.<il|;;:
jeet who filled his every thought, he made his way
te the upper end of the saloon,
de

where, surrounded

by a group of officers, M. Fontenae stood dis-

cussing the great topic of interest—the arrival of

the hostile fleet in their waters,

St. Ours was becoming an attentive auditor te,

the circle, whem, by a sudden evolution of the dan-

' cers, he caught a glimpse of Fuphrosyne ; then her
 sweet silver laugh rung upon his ear ; and forget-

ting all things else in the thought of her, he drank
eagerly in the low musical tones of her voico, as
they eame to him mingled with the general hum,
yet separated to hig ear from ull other sounds, her
lightest tone penetrating liko some diving haymony
into the secret recossos of Lis soul,




