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Our Rvmar PorvriatioN asd tne Wazr.—¢ A 

great revolution is taking place in ghe character of 
our population. For fifty years it has been going 

on rapidly, changing alike the physical and moral 

constitution of the British race. - The 61d prepon- 

derance of the rural element in pour populatien has 

vanished, and every year the nation is becoming 
more purely urban. "What such a revelution por- 

tends, we shall sce in the sequel ; in the mean time, 

ict us express omar satisfaction that the phenomenon 

has at length, k 4 gome measure, attracted public 

attention. The rough-and-ready processes -¢f a 
season of war doubtless engender abuses of a cer- 

tain kind ; but peace is quite as good a shelterer of 

error. Peace and war come by turns tipon the 

world, that each may make manifest the errors and 

abuses that have grown up under the other. No 

kind of suffering is all loss,—in faet, suffering 
never fails to be its own recompense 1f we do hut 
learn the lesson it is fitted to teach. This is true 

even in the ease of individaals, who live but their 

short three-seore years and ten ;- how much more 
true 18 it of nations, to whose existence as free and 

Lappy agents hature has fixed no term save that 
imposed by their OWn fooliahiioea’ 3a, FAS... 7 

Zealander, as it has heen fancied, may yet stand | 

epon London Bridge, and, gazing upon 3 stagnant 

stream beneath him and a mouldering city around, 

be lost in awe at the wreck of the mightiest civili- 

sation that ever dominated the world. Yes, a for- 

eign foe may yet sct his heel upon England’s neck, 

and annex her as a tributary:isie to his far-spread 

Continental realms. But never will that hour 

come—never will the Queen of the Seas, the 
parent 

of half a world’s civilisation, thus totter to her 

fall. until her own children have betrayed her,— 

antil the British race have lost its manliness—have 

s1nk its physical and moral vigour in the heated 

atmosphere of an over-civilisation and all-prevading 

town-life. andl have abandoned the free generous 

spirit of its prime andl absorbing desire for the 

more creature comforts of existence. 

After forty years of peace, we are again at war; 

we want an army, and recruits come in slowly.— 

Wo cannot even keep our handful of militia 
regi- 

ments at half their comoliment: and for service 

abroad, we have been hunting for the last twelve- 

amonth for foreigners—Germans, Italians, Poles, 

Turks, Amoricans—and have got into all manner 

of political desagremens by our desperate efforts 
to 

procure their services. We do not wonder that 

France should have begun to mutter discontent- 

mont at our efforts. and doubts as to whether we 

do not desien to shirk our part in the war alliance. 

During the present year, our army. in the Crimea 

has mot averaged above half the strength of the 

native British troops which Wellington led into 

France in 1814 ; and yet the number of males at 

the military aze in this country has nearly doubled 

since then. The number of men: who ought to be 

capable of bearing arms is in round numbers 3,- 

200,000 ; and yet, after two years’ recruiting for 

as arduons a contest as ever Great Britain engaged 

in, our army in the Crimea does not exceed 50,000 

men! This is a curious and certainly startling 

phenomenon, and sundry minor circumstances of 

a similar complexion intensify the unpleasant as- 

pect of affairs. No ome who has read the Biogra- 

hy of Sir John Sinclair by his accomplished 
son, 

can have forgotten the conduct of that patriotic 

Scotchman in 1794, when the national defences 

were the subject of as anxious thought to the Go- 

vernment 28 they am at present,—how he offered 

Mr. Pitt to set the example of raising a regiment 

on his own estate, and to command it himself— 

and how, in seven months’ time from the aecept- 
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ance of his offer, the ¢ Caithnes Regiment’ paas- 
ed a favourable inspection at Inverness before Go 

neral Munro. ¢ The battalion,’ we are told, 

““ was at first 600 strong, but Sir Jolin subsequent- 
ly increased the number of his men to 1000. They 
were dressed in a handsome Highland uniform ; and 
it was noted that nineteen of the officers averaged 
about six feet high.” A’ thousand ‘stalwart mén 
in a few months from estates In barren Caibhnoss 
How are we fallen! Several Scottish countt { 

ted fail to produce half es many militia-uien now, 

What is the cauge of this? Is it the people, or the 

people's leaders that ave failing? Is it the gentry, 
or their terantry? Alas! wheve are their tenan 
try? A few big names scattered at long distances 
—~that 1s all we fiud.— 

The cstters and yoomen—the free tillerd of the 

soil, the essence of our rural population—are gone : 
and a thinwece of hivelings and vagrant workers 
18 what we new fiad in their reom.’—From Black- 
wood's Magazise. 

Cavse or mie Serauax Bank Famuvre.—1t ap- 
pears that go late as 1852 the firm was perfectly 
solvent. The balaree sheet for December, 1851, 
indeed, showed a deficiency of £65,543, or rather 
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Turomrant, 18 TRUE.—An American resident in 
France, writing to his friends in Washineton, Says: 

I buve obtained an extraordinary piece of intel- 
ligence, whieh, I think, indicates a much closer 
and better understanding between Napoleon and 
England on the United States and the Central 
Amcrican question, than is generally thought in 
the United States. Mr, Percire, the Napoleon of 

' gn and new operations in France, a man of 
iminonse fortune; has with the credit Mobilier, 
wade a contragh to build a railroad in Honduras to 
the Pacifie, twefity or more of the best engines 
have been made, the Emperor has said the Govern- 
ment will guaranty'@n interest of four per cent, on 
tho investment, whigh would very promptly secure 
any amount of capitgh that might be required for 
the purpose.— State. §f Maine. 

-——- - 

Admiral Dundas, bE seems, has for some time 
back virtually anticiputed his own deprivation of 
the Baltic. command, fi he said he would not 
actively resume it. I e considered the operations 
proposed by the AdwiEalty for the next Bultic ex- 
pedition to be perfectly futile ; regarded (ronstadt 
as quite impregnable, and that it would be the 

of £110,600, if we take tute account the doubtful- 
ness of cortal’s agsels ; Hut shines this deficien 

vate property valued at more than “LTH Re RE | 

Paul had £ 

£133,000. 

surplus of 
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At that date, therefore, they had a | 

£23,000. At present the balance-sheet 

of the bank is as follows :—Liabilitiss, £652,503; 

524.923. 

Here is the bank ruined and mere than half a mil- 

lion squandered in three years and a half. In ex. 

aminipg the balance sheet stlll further it will be 

found that the sumsinvolved in the transactions with 

estimated assets, £127,670 ; deficiency, £ 

Messrs. Gandell & Co , and Lord Mostyn, ameunt 

to upwards of £483,000; so that the liabilities in- 

wurred through twe customers of the bank almost 

The con- 

nexion with the Messrs Gandell commenced in 1852 

when Messrs Strahan & Co. were induced to advance 

them large sums of money to enable them to carry 

out certaig contracts for the construction of French 

and Italian railways, and for the drainage of Lake 

(‘apestang, the profit to the bank being 5 per cent. 

interest on all moneys advanced, 1-2 per cent. 

commission on all payments made by them and the 

payment of a bad debt of £1800. 

The advances, for which no tangible security was 

held, soon assumed gigantic dimensions, and Messrs. 

Gandell’s affairs were found to be in such a condi- 

tion that there seemed to the Bankers no hope for 

them but in continuing and increasing their ad- 

vances, so as to maintain the Gandells in a positi- 

on to carry on the contracts which were to bring 

in, when completed, the golden harvest. Every 

nerve was strained, all the resources of ‘the bank 

were tried, acceptances were given, and other hea- 

vy periodical liabilities incurred. Drained to the 

utmost their resources failed. The whole properdy 

of the Bank had been pledged ; the private estate 

of Strahan was likewise pledged: but all in vain— 

the money had disappeared. At last, to avoid er, 
delay bankruptey, their eredit being taxed to the 
full, 2nd loans raised at all hazards, the bankers 

plundered their customers, and sold or pledged 
their securities, till at lengthit appeared that their’ 

liabilities amounted to more than half a wmillign, 

of whieh sum £393,000 was involved in transacti- 

one with the Messrs. Gandeéll alone. Besides this, 

the capital withdrawn from the Bank in favor of 
Lord Mostyn amounted to £90,000, making in all 
£483,000. 

The B. N. A. Telegraph has communicated to us 
the following paragraph from the Montreal Pilot 
of yesterday :—** We regret to announce the death 
of the Rev. Dr. Magill, at twelve o'clock to-day, 
from concussion of the brain. 

cover the whole amount of the deficiency. 

it ; Helsinglors is ing 
shecrest waste of ind men, and material to attack 

isely the same category ; 
i moreover, it 18 said, that he disapproves of the 

Wns yeas cinie anf policy, aod deons alt opera- 

30,000, and Bates absut £3000—in oll ; leks, and preposterous. Not only this, but, it is 

now added that he acted against his better judge- 

ment when he assailed Sweaborg ; that he knew and 

said the assault would prove the partial, resultless 

and abortive thing it has turned out; that the 

fortresses, the real strength of the place, would be 

easily made stronger than ever, as they have 
been ; and, lastly, he is reputed to have made as 

little secret of his opinions on all these points as 
did his predecessor, Sir Charles Napier on certain 
other points the year before.— Liverpoal Albion. 
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Tue Massacre AT SinorE.—If a man, ‘who saw 

that fleet floating in its barbarous triumph over 

these waters loaded with corpses, and cried out in 
the spirit of indignant humanity, ¢¢ That fleet is 

doemed ! it shall never wave a flag again ; ‘it shall 
perish by a fate unknown before—passively, -igno- 

miniously, in the face of its enemies—its leaders 

shall perish, it crews shall perish; the whole 
Fuxine fleet of Russia shall perish without a strug- 

gle, witheut a shot being fired, and perish by Rus- 

sian hands ; and the whole destruction shall come 

within the year;’” who but/would have conceived 
him a fanatie, & man of inflamed imagination, an 

utterer of presumptuous prophecy? And yet, the 
doom was fulfilled. “We may idly attribute such 

things to chance—we way scofflingly speak of the 

accidents of war. But in the waters of its own 
harbour le the wrecks of that whele fleet ; in the 

graves of that city lie its three admirals; in the 
trenches of that fortress lie its twelve thousand 
seamen! And, as if to point the eye of Europe to, 
the source of that high vindication ef justice—the 
master of them all—the Jord of the Empire—the 
great incendiary of the war—in the midst of his 

dreams of conquest, was hurried to the tomb. If 

the scene of this transaction had been in Israel of 
old, whe eould have doubted the hamd of Provi- 
dence Sermon on the Past Year, by the Rev. Dr. 

Croly.. 
—— > 

New York, 10th.—The steamer Alabama sailed 

this morning in search of the Pacific. Provisions, 

clothing, extra spars, boats, water, &c. were taken 

to relieve any vessel in distress that may be fallen 
in with. Permission has been asked of government 
to send out steam brig Artie, in search of the Paci- 
fie, and to relieve any other vessels presumed to be 
locked in the ice nes Mew eundland. 

NO. 26. 
Se —— a — 

SARDINIAN Naval Preparations. —The Sardinian 
Government is displaying great activity In its naval 
department. It is intended to launch. as soon as 
possible, the screw frigate Victorio Emmanuele, of 
ol) guns. The sailing frigates which are disarmed 
will be prepared for active service; and a levy of 
1000 seamsn is going on at this moment. But 
this flotilla is not meant to join the allied forces in 
the Baltic. It will be directed to the mouths of 
the Danube, if the eflorts made by Austria for peace 
are mot successful. 
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ApurLrERATION OF Frovr.—A few weeks ago, a 
baker in Montreal, Canada, returned twélve bar- 
rels of flour out of twenty he bad purchased, be- 
cause there was so much Plaster of Paris in it that 
hie could not use it. 
A Toronto miller, in speaking of this, says there 

are 1 umer us dealers in flour and mill-offal in Que- 
bee, Montreal, Kingston, Coburg, Toronto and 
Hamilton, whose business is to buy up the empty 
barrels of such mills as are considered the manu- 
facturers of the best quality of flour, into which, 
with the original mill-brand upon them, they pack 
‘the most inferior quality of flour they ean purchase, 
and now they have even descended to adulterate 
that by admixture of plaster. 
He says he knows men in Toronto who are mak- 

HIE IGEUUIES DY BRKIDE The DOSE (LATITY OT Lous som 

inspection and branding, and replacing it with.an 
article that is little if any better than shorte.— 
Newburyport Herald. 
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Proeress or Norruer~y InstrirvTions—A Harry 
Oxmen.—By a singular coincidence it happened that 
the same day that we received the intelligenee of 

the success of Banks in Congress, we learned that 
the Mississippi was frozen over down to its mouth, 
for the first time within the memory of living men. 
Both events furnish gratifying evidence that the 

power of the North is beginning to be felt where it 

has hitherto been defied. We hail the omen. 

And as the unusual cold, which has locked up 

the commerce of the Mississippi, is recognized as 
the safest guaranty against a coming summer of 

epidemics and aflliction, so the triumph of the North 
in Congress furnishes (3) 

“Ww corresponding security a- 

gainst far greater calamities to the whale country, 

which seemed to be impending.—ZFve. Post. 
¢ aa p — * 

Comercial Vauve or tne Hoa.—The Werking 
Farmer states that the value of the hog crop, this 

year in the United States will fall alittle short of 
two hundred millions of delars, or 50,000,000 
more than the eotton crop. Mr. P. L. Simmonds, 
in the transactions of the Highland Society, gives 
some interesting statistics of the number of swine 
raised in the various countries, as near as can he 
ascertained. In the United States there are believ- 
ed to be 50,000,000, or more than in all the States 
of Europe combined. In Great Britain the num- 
ber is estimated at 2,000,000, of which Ireland has 
a large proportion, and Scotland scarcely 200,000. 
Austria has about 5,500,000 swine, and Austrian 
Italy 250,000. France has from 5,000,600 to 6,- 
000,000. Russia has. an immense number of wild 
hogs, but they are merely skin and bone, valuable 
principally for their bristles. It is estimated tha 
96,000,000 1bs. of lard are made in the United 
States—of which 204,000,000 are made in Cincin- 
natti. England and Cuba take cach annually 
9,000,000 or 10,000,600 hs. of Amerigsa lard. 
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A Bacurror Lrcrrivarery Frozen 1x Bep.—A 
corpulent buchelor friend of ours had both his ears 
frozen last night, while in bed—snoozing away in 
his selfish loneliness. 1f such a warning doe: not 
terrify him into matrimonial speculations, we hope 
he may never thaw out when he freezes again. — 
Mit. Wisconsin, 

Ee  — 

Ligar House Drsrrovep.— Norfolk, Feb. 11.— 
The Pungategue Light House was swept away on 
Saturday night the 2nd inst., with three men who 
ry stationed there. Nothing has been singe heard 
of it. 


