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WANT OF CONFIDENCE DEBATE.— Contin-
ued from Fifth Page.
Was it thus that the friends of the Go-
vornment pretended, in the face of facts, to gull the
people ? It was, however, impossible for any one
to justify the Government on their railway expend-
iture in St. John. There they had not the sﬁght-
est legal authority to expend a shilling previous to
the finishing of the line from Shediac to the Bend,
not to speak of the wasteful extravagunce with
which that work was now associated. e defied
the Attorney General to name a single clause of the
Railway Acts which the present Government had
not violated, and therefere he deelared them un-
'ﬂ'orl‘.hgv of public confidence. The Government
frem ad tried hard to mix up the question of the
>rohibitory Law with the existence of the late Go-
vernment ; but they well knew that in this state-
mant they were circulating what was not true. The
Liberal Government had never introduced that.
Jaw a8 Government measure; and it was well
known that on the subject they were equally di-
vided. A religious crusade had also heen got up :
but on that subject, too, he could appeal to the
House and the country, that the Liberals had ever
supperted equal rignts for all denominations, and
that, too, at a time when the leaders of the present
Government had put themselves at the head of a
rty, with the view of advancing their political
interests. With respect to the Prohibitory Law,—
a law which he (Mr. Smith) had ever opposed,—
it must, however, be granted that it was a great
experiment, which is even now on the eve of being
adopted in Nova Scotia, and which, if not passed
here in '50, and found impracticable, would cer-
tainly be adopted in ’57. The learned gentleman
eoncluded by thanking the House for the attention
which had been paid to him in the course of his
observations.

Mr. McApax was as independent as his hon.
colleague who had addressed the House that after-
noon. The present Government., he considered,
entertained the same views they always had. They
had not doue anything to regain the confidence
which they had lost ; for his part, he hoped they
never would. It was not safe, he considered. to
repose confidence in those who had once forfeited
it. He thought in case of a dissolution he would
bo returned by the people, or some one else would
be returned on the same principle; and, in bis
opinion, his hon. colleagne (Mr. Street) would
have te modify his views before he could be again
elected in Charlotte. Ile was happy to state that
he should vote for the amendment.

wrong.

Tuurspay. Feb. 19.

Mr. M:CreLraN said that having the honor of
representing an important section of the Province,
he did not intend to give a silent vote on this
amendment ; but having waited 8o long he feared
that much originality would not appear in his re-
marks, inasmuch as many arguments which he
would have advanced had been already adduced.
He deprecated the remark made by some bon. mem-
ber. that this amendment showed an unfair dispo-
sition to seramble for office ; for he had noticed |
that while the adverse 1"‘“(? had the ascendancy,
similar struggles were made, and frequently too.
« Justice should be even-handed,”” is a memorable
sontence, and should apply equally to governments
as to society.

The late cabinet were undoubtedly ousted by an
unparalleled and unconstitutionul exercise of the |
prerogative ; and without regard to recent acts of
their successors, it should be a first duty to rein-
gtate men of the old regime, or men of the same
political character. But although their career had
been short since they have taken office in such an
unusual way, there may be already seen many ob-
vious irrezularities and inconsistencies in their po-
litieal conduet. The type of eonservative wisdom,
referred to by his hon. friend from Charlotte, is an
aps illustration, and the two years of political tor-
por have not changed their peculiar characteristics
i the least. He (Mr. M‘C.) would recur to the
Railway Acts of the late Government ; and, wlle
ho alsvays opposed the expenditure of public money
with a prodigality not commensurate with the
wantis and resources of the country, he felt desirous
that someéthing should be dome to promote a judi-
sious railway expenditure in the Province. At the
recont election, hewever, a great outery was made
in oartain scctions of the eountry by mombers of

the present Government, and their sapporters,
about the taxation which would accrue in carrying
out the intentions of the late government with re-
spoct to Railways; farmers would be taxed for
their lands, and the country would be certainly
ruined. He (Mz. M:C.) thought that a change in
these Railway Bills would be first attempted by the
new Executive ; but what do we find? Instead of
confining operations, they boast of proceeding vigo-
rously in this way. Indeed. so anxious are they,
that they have pledged the faith of the people for
£40.000, without any sanction of law whatever,in
order to build a temporary road near St. John, the
stability of which mainly depends upon the frost.
The chief of the Board of Works also, now informs
the House that the government intend to make 2
Railway along the noble River St. John ; to build
a Bridge at a cost of £120,000 ; to make a Rail-
road as straight as an arrow up to Victoria, un-
mindful of hills or valleys, and thus make available
the fertile lands of the Tobique. This is the way
in which the public money is to be cconomized :
and, by the time other leading members ol the
Executive have informed the 1{ouse of the other

roposed lines they will build, the country will
see that Railway operations are not to be contracted
in any way.

Another promise held out by a leading member
of the government was that their formation was
only provisional, and the whole of the department
woul
after the election. Such has not heen done.  With
regard to the appointment of Postmasier General,
he (Mr. M¢C.) was opposed to the whole arrange-
ment. Ile had never voted to make it political, as
he had always found the duaties well performed

before, and he found the benefits would not com-!

pensate the country for the increased emoluments
attached now to that office. -The
scheme is another effort of the vresent Kxecutive,
and a bloek of exeellent land been set apart
Albert County, to which the significant name of
«« Blackwood *’ was attached.
General says that existing Aects relating to the sale
of Crown Lands are not superseded ; and under
these eircumstances, he (Mr. M‘C.) was led to be-
lieve that Emigrants would ohtain land in the
cheapest way, and this great scheme would remain
inoperative, except in xo far as it allowed the gov-
ernment to appoint in each County an agent with
a fixed salary.

He found leads of Departments making opposite ‘
assertions in this discussion with regcard to univer- !

sal suffrage and other matters, but all appear to
deprecate the system of departmental government
under which they act. e (Mr. M*C.) contended
that if the llouse should be dissolved, and the
whole country subjected to the turmoil and expen-
ses of an clection, merely becanse the representa-
tives are not supposed to indicate the wishes of the
people with regard to an experimental law,—hy

the same ruie, that government should bhe dissolved |
which fails to act according to our Coloniul con- |

stitution, and particularly where the clements of
that constitution are openly rejected and ignored.
In the one case the prerogative of the Crown is un-
wisely exercised by the will of a single individual ;
in the other case the people themselves are acting
legitimately through their proper exponents—their
representatives. Having opposed the present Gov-
ernment in 1854, and believing that 1ts mem-
bers have not been legitimately placed in their pre-

sent offices, he would vote for the amendwment, al- |

though having personally every proper respect for
many of the members of the present government.
Mr. Surrox said there appeared to be an indis-
position on the partof hon, members to speak upon
this question, but he should feel it his duty to say
a few words on the subject. Every one would re-
member the powerful eloquence of the Attorney
General last winter when the Railway Bills were

before the House, and it was said and put forth by |

him and the Provincial Secretary, that the country
wg\nld be ruined in case they passed. At theshort
session, he (Mr. S.) had put a guestion to the Go-
vernment, in order to ascertain at what time the
extension to Miramichi, referred to in the Railway
scheme, would be undertaken. The guverament at
the time stated that they intended to carry out the

Railway scheme passed at the Ereviouu Session.—

Now how had they done it? They had sent a posse
of men to explore.the line from Fredericton to
Woodstock, but nothig; had been done on the Mi-
ramichi branch. The hon. Chief Commissioner
had never said a word about the line to Miramicbi,
nor was he (Mr. 8.) aware that the slightest efiort
had been made tewards u commencement on that
line; sherefore as the government had promised

Fmigration !

The hon. Attorney |
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to carry out the scheme they were guilty of a
dereliction of duty. Again, there was a peti-
tion presented to the House last sessionfrom the
magistrates of the County he had the honor to re-
present, praying for steps to be taken to explore
the bar of the Miramichi River. The necessity of
this step was brought before the notice of the gov-
ernment in the Report of the Chief Commissioner
of the Board of Works, but not a single thing had
been done by the government towards carrying out
the matter. Upwards of 90 square-rigged vesseis,
from 300 to 2,000 tons, entered and loaded in this
River, and immediate steps were necessary to be
taken to doa the work. If his County was going to
he neglected by the government, whether Whig or
Tory, Liberal or Conservative, he would certainly
vote against them. There was another matter in
reference to his own County. A grant had been
made by the IHouse to provide for the improve-
ment of the navigation of the south-west branch
of the Miramichi River.
money was expended to purchase the necessary ma-
terials to earry on the work. But nothing had
yet been done, and the publie works in Northum-
berland had suflered from the delay of the Govern-
ment in appointing a Chief Commissioner. lle
(Myr. 8.) was told by the hon. member from Resti-
gouche, now Surveyor General, that he ought to be
| the last man to say anything, because the louse
. had granted the sum of £4.,790 for a bridge which

be remodelled and improved Duiediately’] was erected across the north-west branch of the

' Miramichi River, which grant was not paid over
L until some time in November, thereby ecausing a
| heavy tax on the trading public in that County.—
' This was not the case on the River St. John. The

' public works were going on as usual. £15,000
had heen expended in improving the navigation of |

hat River, while the River Miramichi had not one
Carthing expended on it, a place that contributed
so much to the revenues of the Province. The
Post Office Committee of last year recommended
£150 for paying the Ferrymen who ferried the
mails that vear, and also recommended that the

Post Master General should make arrangements |

with the earriers to pay the Ferrymen. Since then
nothing had been done; the poor Ferrymen in
Northumberland got their money in December or
| dunuary. It was true they had a flying visit from
the Vost Master General ; he only passed like a
| eloud, 1
| portance to the County of Neorthnmberland, and
' the neghigence manifested by the Government would
justify him in voting against them.
He (Mr. 8.) repudiated the statement made by

this Provinee was corrupt and eould be bought.—
e could tell the hon, gentleman that this was not
g0 in Northonmberland He here stated in his
place that he never asked any favour from this or
| any other government, neither was he promised an
| ollice, nor did he expect one ; on this point he defied
contradietion,
sy like some others, that he would not aceept one

if offered, and he thought he was competent to

|

:(Utwhzu';_':c the duties. I'here were rumours of a
| dissolution, but these he did not heed. e cared
not for any government threats of interference in
the County which he bhad the honor to represent.—
They, the government, probably would have enough
to look out for there and elsewhere.  These were o
| few of the rearons (with other generanl reasons)
t why he would record his vote in favour of the
amendment offered to the first paragraph of the
specch.,

following speech, whieh the Reporter has given
verhatim :—The hon. ex-Astorney General com-
| plains that [ laid on the table the proposed Ad-
| dress in answer to His Excelleney’s bpecch. It
| was my intention to speak, and alter maoving, Mr.
| Speaker, that you read the Address, and alter you
' had done 80, 1 moved that vou read the Addres:
|
|
.

seetion by section, and before I had an opportunity |

to say one word, he jumped up and moved his Re-
solution, thanking tis kxcelleney for his Spoeeh,
and expressing his willingness to give due atten-
tion to the several matters alluded to thersin ; und
finding that to be the case I concluded to leave the
Speech, and let him make the mostof it, Liis first
charge against the government is for not carrving
ont the clection law. Now, I would ask, Alr.
Speakery what the goverument had to do wisl car-

session of the fact that the law had net becn car-
ried out. The times at which Purish Officers are
chesen had passed over befora the Govornment
came into power, and whatever may Love been the
dugies of the Assessors, Ilevisors, or CUluas of th
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All these were matters of very great im- |

the lenrned Sol. General, that the constituency of

Yet he was not 8o ]-urriuriu ag to |

Mr. Boyp rose and addressed the Iouse in the |

rying out the election law until they were in pos- |

Peace. the Government could have no information
as to the lists made up until they were returned by
the Sheriffs of the different Counties, and the time
for making such returns was not till late in Decem-
ber ; and immediately after being in possession of
those returns, they took immediate aetion, and
what could they do more? Is it to be presumed
that the Government would or could interfere with
the loeal authorities in the carrying out that law ?
[ think not. So much for the Election Law. The
next attack by the hon. gentleman was as to the
manner in which the Railway work wus being car-
ried on. and which must naturally lead to some
!gr(_‘:xt job. Why, says he, were not the Railway

Directors appointed before any operations were
commenced? W here was the necessity for the ap-
pointment of Directors? Was there any more
work in contemplatiorn? were there any material
alterations to make? I say there was none. The
works on the line from the Dend to Shediac res
quired mo attention from Directors. The work
| commenced had only to be completed ; no elaims
| were to be made for land damazes : then where the
| necessity for appointing Directors, whose united
salavies would amount to £1500, besides perhaps
£500 more for travel and expenses, when there was
nothing for them to do; and, aside from all this,
no pmirision had been made to provide means for
carrying on these works. . The Government only
came into power on the last day of May: and
would it have been wise for them to make these
appointments under those circumstances? No sir.
| Had they done so, they would have heen blamed
from one end of the Province to the other: Did
the Government have to send home a delegation at
an expense of some £500, to raise money for Rail-
way purposes? No sir; but by a eimple letter, the
postage of which cost but one shilling and sixpence.
Thus you see that £2000 at least has been saved 1o
the Provinee. Couple that with the premium oli-
tnined on debentures sold and the intercst gaved,
vou have the whole cost and more money saved

St. John will cost.  Had the Government stopped
at the completion of the Road from the Bend 1o

the land that the Government did not intend to ecar-
ry out the Railway Scheme ; or had they done o,

than the three miles of the Read in the vieinity ef

Shedine, would not the ehanges be rung all over

| would the Opposition have had the least ehance of

| complaining of the Government for nol appointing
| the Railway Directors? I say they would not, and
| it would have been the height of folly to have done
| 8O.
! Much ridicule has been cast upon the Govern-
| ment for commencing the works in the vieinity of
St. John in the winter time. And the ex-Attor-
' ney General has told the House that from the man-
ner in which the work had been conducted that it
must naturally lead to some great joh. Csan any
| hon. member for one moment suppose that the
' [lon. Mr. Chandler would lend hithself to jobhing,
L will any Hon. member presume to say that he was
| not actuated by the highest of motives.  Whatdud
i he do n the firet instance? he called to his assis.
:t:uu-u and advice, men of high standing in their
| profession as Fogineers, men who had had large
| experience in great public works, men whose cha-
racters were unimpeachable, and men who were
fully competent 10 carry out such works ; with such
auxiliavics there was no neecssity for appointing
- Directors and paying them when thers was notking
for them to do.  As 10 the great jubbing speken of
by the Hon. ex-Atorney General, I have the hest
proofs in the world that there never was 0 much
work done on any Railroad for the same amount
of money in Ameriea, not one solitary contraet
taken or pieee of work done has been remunerative
| to the undertzaker, and they knew not such wouls
' he the case when they undertook the work, and
theiv prineipal motive for so undertaking was 10
Cmuke w cotmencement, get their men and material
con the line, and (rast 1o chance for betier prices as
the work progressed, | have some little idea of
| the value of comypleting a mile of Railway, and have
seen csiimaces anongh (5 know when the party eon-
| trueiing hae a payving job ornot. 1 am in consiant
ceontaet and conversation with gvu'l('mcn mich
| banter qualitied to judge of the value of #uch work
than ! am. So much {or the jobhing #nd extrava-
gance with which the Gevornment is charged —
The next atack of the c.\'—.«\uurney Gieneral was
| eharging the Government with offering a Kailway
| Directerstip to a membar of the House, in order as
| he wouid have it 1o biribe the Karty ; such a eb‘na
| cowe With a had graee from his gentléwan.
s it that ofered the Chief Commisionership of
Rallways 16 n member of the present Administro-
wr wih o prospect of making uine thoussnd
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