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Bill upon the table? In not doing so he I 
cruple in saying that however great their gir 

Mother ! watch the little feet, 

Climbing o’er the garden wall, 

Bounding through the busy street, 

Ranging, cellar, shed, and ball; 

Never count the moments lost, 

Never mind the time it costs; 

Little feet will go astray, 

Guide, them, mother, while you may. 

Mother ! watch the littie hand, 
Picking berries by the way, 

Making houses in the sand, 

Tossing up the fragrant hay. 

Never dare the question ask, 

“Why te me this heavy task ?” 

These same little hands may prove, 

Messenger of light and love. 

Mother !' watch the little tongue, 

Prating eloquent and wild; 

What is said and what is sung, 

By the happy, joyous child. 

Catch the word while yet unspoken, 

Stop the vow before ’tis broken; 

This samo tongue may yet proclaim 

Elessings in the Saviour’s name. 

Mother ! watch the little heart, 

Beating soft and warm for yow 

Wholesome lessons now impart 

Keep, oh! keop, that youny heart true— 

Extracting every weed, / 

Sowing good and prociop# seed; 

Harvest rich you then nay sce, 

Ripening for eternity. 

. om —y— 
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Reported for the Sentinel. | 

DEBATE ON THE ELECTION BILL.--Continued, 
Mg. Hazueway thought it came indeed with & | 

very bad grace from the Ion. member (Mr. Bar- 
barie) to attribute a factious desire to retard busi- 
ness to the opposition, and more especially when 
the relative strength of parties was known as it 
now is throughout the Provinse, Could the pre- 
sent opposition, counting as it does an equal num- 
bar with the Government, on the floor of the House, 

be called a faction? It was not as a vote of want 
of confidence that the present question should be 
regarded ; and for his part he considered it solely 
a question between himself and his constituents— 
one which involved the principle whether he should 
suffer hundreds of them to be deprived of their 
dearest rights and hundreds more thrown back up- | 
on the provisions of a condemned Law, without 

making an effort to vindicate their privileges. The 
hon. member (Mr. Barbarie) had spoken of the 

present Law, which had not yet a practical trial, 

as an abortion—it would be much more to the point 

if he had even attempted to prove it. The fact was 

the Hon. member had swallowed a number of those 

sugar-coated pills spoken of the other day, and un- 
der their influence he felt bound to support the Go- 

vernment wnich had supplied them, no doubt be- 
lieving this to be as set forth by the hon. member 

from Charlotte (Mr. Boyd) a test question, though 

at had been treated quite differently in its intro- | 

duction by the hon. member from Northumberland 

(Mr. Johnston). It had been acknowledged by 
the Hon. Attorney General that the Law of "50 

(the Fisher Bill) would give an increase of 500 
votes 10 the County of York ; and as he (Mr. 11.) 

well knew that in this County the law was complete 

and the rights of none eould be saerificed, he could 

not tamely surrender the rights of Lis constituents. | 

Was it then fair to be told that the business of the 

country had been retarded for a whole month by 

the opposition, when every [ITon. member of the 

House knew that the Government had not before 

brought in a single measure : and that the apology 

they now made was that they had a measure among 

themselves which would be an excellent one, but 

whieh they had not yet produced in the lezislatare? 

Would his (Mr. H's.) constituents justify bim in 

relying upon the Hon. Attorney General's word— 

however good it might he—on such an occasion? 

The Government organs, and the * Freeman’ es- 

pecially, had for a long time foreshadowed the pre- 

sent policy of their friends. They stated that tho 

Election Law must be repealed, and that it was to ee N . 

be followed bv one of Universal Sulirage : and thi 

inst would no doubt be attempted 10 all 13s en 

wmity if it were not checked by thz su nis of 

hon. members on this WCCASION., 

would also remember the outery wi 1 W as Nae 

against his hon. eolleagne’s Bill [Or simultanes 

polling who had raised this outery and opposition 

Yere they not the same persons who arc now 

angaged to overthrow oue of the most | ] and 

populer Bills which had ever bean 
the Provivnee? Contrast this work of ths present 

opposition with the attempt of the present Lovers 

ment in "52 to introduce an Election Law 2 on 

which themselves quarrelled, and whieh they were 
vlimately fore~8 ta abandon, —and which parts 

bo would mow ask, had best performed their du 

tq the eountry.? An Hon. member. (Mr. Bovd) 

had accused him of the desire to obtain ollie (he 

had no objection 10 help that hon. mewnber to got 
an office ; but as lorwing one of a party which ho 

koew to be best caleulated to do the business of the 

country, he (Mr Hatheway) was not so foelish ns 
to stand in thc way of his own advancement. Bat 

why (instead of saving #0 much about a Bill which 
thoy. intended wo bring in) bad they not laid that 

they were not worthy of the public cor 
Was it fair for the Atty. General to sy/, bs bind 
day m his (Mr. Ilatheway’ 8) absence ™ y g 
come to the Government ticketed for gob yn 
cause he could only get £200, he | 
opposition. O! he would remi BV le— 
Hon. gentleman of a period (’) Wien ties 

| had been returned upon a sim] support— pledged yisrde, w wen he (Mr. Hathe- 
to the same principles—and 
way) had faithfully adhere” the pledges made to 
his constituents—while 

elected to oppose, and °° woursiihe £600 { 
Hon. gentleman bh: 

{ Indian would be a 
| (Mr. II.) had ta 
House whether 
*¢ poor India 
charge agai 

med of the course whieh he 

ny person had ever brought the 
him of desertion to - the encmy ?— 

That hon. wleman (Mr. Gray) 
(rom the/Aar "51 to *57, he (Mr. Hatheway) had 
never gferted his principles of Responsible Gov- 
ernmets and he would not now in order to further 

the £0ws of a party which would willingly destroy 
thats disfranchise 500 of his constituents, or even 

Ae of that number. 
kometimes differed upon local subjects, but upon 

those affecting the rights and privileges of the peo- 

ple, he had ever stood side by side with those ar- 

a far more respectable positiop than that of “a 
tame follower of a shattered adminisiration.” 

Mr. Borsrorp expressed himself pleased that the 
mover of the Amendment and thé Attorney Gene- 

ral had avoided all personal feeling at the intro- 

duction of the discussion, and regretted that in the 

course of the debate the same course had not been 

yarsued. He wonld claim the attention of the 
Rous: while for a short time and at the risk of be- 
ing supposed the supporter of a retrograde move- 
ment, he expressed hissentiments. * The opposition 
boasted of having no party prejudices, and of aect- 
ing in this instance in the most untrammmelled 
manner, bat he would ask if this very Amendment 
had not been concocted several days ago in concert 
by the opposition. Ee No,”’ by Mr. Johnson.) It 

had been asserted by the mover of the Amendment 
that any interference with the franchise would be 
a violation of the Royal Instructions, and conse- 

1 ied with a suspending clause. This he believed 
would have been the case, in accordance with cer- 

saving clause on that subject had been omitted. 
The legal construction therefore was. that the ne- 

cesgity for such a clause no longer bad an existence. 
Beyond this it surely could not grieve the hon. 
member (Mr. Johnson) as a member of the oppo- 
sition, if the Governor by sanctioning an illegal 

| Bill, placed himself in such a position as to insure 
his recall from the Province. [**lt would be no 
pleasure to me,” by Mr. Johnson.] Well, in the 
present instance the government had inmiroduvced a 
measure by all admitted to be a remedy for a great 
existing evil, but whioh the hon. member for Nor- 
thumberland (Mr. Johnson) believed not to secure 

gone into the | 

He and his colleagues had 

rayed on the side of liberty, and this he considered | 

| 
| 
| 

: but he would now ask the 

all that had ever been said of the | 
| 
| 

| 

| 

| 
| 

| 

| 
| 
| 

| 

| 
| 

\ 

| 

| to confirm it” by Mr. Johnson.] 

no | ed in passing the present law, but the simple fact | 
that the amendment curtailed the rights of the hara 
working sons of labor throughout the Province ex- 
cited his whole sympathies, and he should be fully 
jusiitied both in. his county and the Province in 
opposing it. * It was he who had put the Ballot in 
the old Street Bill, a principle’ wnich wus after. 
wards susiained by the Prov. Secretary (Mr. Parte- 
low) and which caused its r. jection. He would 

| 
| 
\ 

Wepxesoay, March 10. 
ITon. Atrorvey Generar wished to lay before 

the House certain papers—being Tenders, Contracts 
Accounts, &ec., relaiive to liailways. The hon. 
gentleman said that those papers comprised all the 
information relative to the Railway operations in 
the Province, whieh the House could possibly de- 
sire. A portion of those papers it would be pro 
that the louse should have published in the Jour- 

still support the same vote, for he would never, ex- | nul; but there were a large number of the papers, 

cepting mn a case of emergency, take a retrograde original Tenders, &e,, which, while they would be 
movement ; and it was the assurance given that no! 

‘the Attorney General, | sueh movement was now intended that made him a 

. . ho y ; AS | 0 ) 10 Cove nt. violated his—joined the wernment which he was | supporter of the government He did not see any 

The | difference between the amendment and the bill in 
stated that an intelligent | point of legality, and il the one required a suspen- 

ding clause, #0 did the other, which assumes to 

| 

submitted for the full inspection of hon. members, 
could not be copied, appropriated, or published by 
them without an infringement of priva‘e rights. 
Mg. Swuitu condemned the course recommended 

by the Attorney-General. He had deluded the 
House by pretending that the delay which had oo 

Zive the franchise to those who held it already. — | curred was for the purpose of baving the papers 

[¢“ Tt does not affect the franchise any further than 
There was no 

doubt that his argument on this point leit the op- 
well knew that | pokition in a dilemma. from which they bad no 

some who are now disfraachised. Ile also believed 
| that it was dangerous to give the power of confer- 
ing the franchise to the Sheriff or any other indi- 
vidual. 1t was only those who received it from 
the people who had a right 10 its enjoyment. He 
would not profess himself indifferent to the incon- 
venience and turmoil of a dissolution, nor did he 
believe that any member of the ilouse could can- 
didly plead se ch indifference ; but he did not fear 
‘a dissolution, and then if the government did not | 
bring in #uch an election Bill as he could approve 
of, he would explain his position to his constitu- 

ency, and vote with the opposition, Some of the 
' government he might perhaps doubt: but he be- 
lieved them as a whole, while in their bringing in 

' the promised measure he would not drive them in 

| pont of time. 

tain mstractions furnished to Lord Elgin in 1848; | ; 

but since then a new code of instructions had been | from the Executive, and he should now wish to 

forwarded to the Governor General, and in it the | know what theso privileges are. 

It would be then as a matter of 
| principle that the opposition could fight manfully, 

sition to a law which at the worst leaves all part- 
ties equal. lle would therefore support the Bill 
with the belief that a new, useful, and comprehen- 

| sive measure would shortly displace it, in agcord- 
ance with the wishes of the people. 

| His lon. the Sezaker enquired: if the House 
understood the Constitution of the Country. If | 

rot it was full time it should, for it should no longer 
remain a secret. Lf it was really true that a sus- 

quently that a Bill thus passed must be accompan- | pending clause must be attached to any Bill affect- 
ing the franchise, it should be known. At the first 
session of the Legislature he (the Speaker) had de- 
manded the protection of their rights and privileges 

the government ought to define this question dis- 
| tinetly, for assuredly if no change had taken place 

| since the retirement of the late government, he be- 
| lieved that a Bill passed previous .o that time, and 

so well the interests of his constituents as his own! 

amendment ; 
| true, in local cases, every hon. member was bound 

| to promote the interests of. the Province, rather | met them in a fair, manly manner on a test vote on 

than his own in particular. Thus if was that ¢ 
though only two parishes were disfranchised 

| Westmorland, and while the amendment might as 

a whole $e popular m that country, he as one who 

| felt the general disfranchisement thronzhout the 

| Provinee as a great evil, could not sacrifice the be- 
nefit of all for that of a few. Yor another reason 

——namely that the amendment did not go far enough 
—he could not support it. It disfranchised ban- 

dreds who paid taxes on £25, and who. were as fit 
for the exercise of nchise as those who.own- 

ed £100 worth of real Estate. (llere the Lon. 
member went on to prove at some length the un- 

equal bearing of the present law in its application 

to taxation on real estate and the payment of rates.) 
Le adoption of the Assessment zoil as the basis 
for taxing certain property, he eonceived to. be 

quite impraetieable, for in some parishes an assess- 
ment did not take place more than oncein 3 years, 
and in the mean time many of the former occupants 

micht either be dea 

In the county of 

Oo! the pronerty h i 

1 or departed from the country. 

ad changed bands—but if only 
ne man were disfranchised the principle of injus- 

tice would be violated. He did not believe the 
present government measure a final one, for if he 

would vote for any thing rather than sup- | 

) but he understood it to be an immediate | 

y i r a more defective law than itself, and he 

would therefore support it. Beyond this when the 

Bill promised by the government came np hercaf- 
ter for discussion, the government would find him | 

! supporting or opposing it solely on its in- 

i merite. It was true the Assessment Rolls | 

st readily four from vear to year in 

ease with which they cenla { i and in Moncton, 
n of taxes was never out of the 

1. f the out Parishes they 

wsment Rolls whatever, and in others 

0 Lik Oe OF 4 

{ow then could the principle of {ranchise ne based 

wpon former assessipents? The argument of the 
0 was that thie present measure of the go- 

vernment was 4 final one. This he eonld not be- 

opp oi 3 

fiowe ; and besides he was thoroughly convimeed | 

tient the remedy proposed by the opposition would 
cause more evil than it would prevent. 

ther. considering the whole course taken by the 
opposition he now felt confident that il the govern- 
ment were to introduce a meascre prepared by the | 
angelfin heaven, they (the opposition) would roject 
it. The learned move of the amendment had made 
an ingenious appeal to the parties who bad assist. | 

but while this might be partially 

Knine’s ior instance, nine tenths. 

hey have none such for 2 epace of three years.— | 

Still fur- | 

ailecting the franchise, must be accompanied with 

suspending elause. 
Mg. Harpe said he thought it rather singular 

that while the learned member from Westmorland 
(Mr. Botsford) expressed himesell'in favor of an ex- 
tended franchise, registration, and a vote by Ballot, 
he was yet going to condemn a law with all three 
included. and to vote for one which included neither. 
The- hon. member's vote vetoed his language. — | 
Another member (Mr. Barberie) had accused . the 
opposition of clogging the action of the government 
—but this he (Mr. IL) denied. The opposition had 

the floor of the Ilouse, and since then, this solitary 
measure which was the simple revival of an old law, 
was all the measure which they had produced, al- 

thoagh they thea shook in the face of the House a | great, and could not be accomplished in a day.— 

. | The duties of she Secretary's office were performed whole file of papers, which had not since been sech 
How then could it be said that the opposition had 

1 eC +) é LR 1 

delaved the business of the country? 'U'he Govern- 

ment wanted to go back beyond the Fisher Law, to 

and with respect to the bill whieh they spoke of as 

yet to be produced, it was very doubtful if iv would 
lu anv better thi he Strest hill of '52. The 
turn out any better than the Street bill ol "oa. 1e 

member from Restizouche too, complained of the 

| 

| 

| 
copied—he had shaken a bundle of papers in the 
face of hon. members and said, “ Ah! if [ could 
only lay them before you,”’-—a month elapsed, and 

5 EP— ' mow the papers are laid before the louse in the 
) ‘ TS at t » » . oh te . _® SS 

means of escaping, for it extends the franchise to | original manuscript, and they had heen told, ““« Yon 

may have some of the papers but others you musi 
not have or publish.” He thought this a ‘* Star 

| Chamber’ manner of doing business, which was 
unjust and unfair to the country. There was no 
responsible person with reference to these works; 

| the papers came in as it suited the convenience of 

| 

| 

| 
| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
\ 

| 

| 
new Law, althcugh it gave his county an increased | 

franchise. How could this be accounted for? They 

called their new bill an emergency one, and well 

bat it was at the same time 2 Bill to eo back to the 

the many irresponsible parties concerned, and this 
was a strong argument in favour of the apdointment 
of Commissioners. 
Mg. Jounston said if’ the exigencies of the public 

service required the publication of the papers, they 
should be laid before the House and published ,—if 
not, the papers should not be laid before the House 
at all. If they came before the House they would 
be made public, because they would thereby become 

| public property. 
Mz. ConyeLL's confidence in the Government was 

| lessened by their conduct with reference to these 
—now they oppose only as a faction and in oppo- | papers ; the country was becoming alarmed and 

would not much longer submit to the expenditure 
of the public funds by the present adminisiration. 
They would insist, if such a course was continued, 
upon the suspension of the Railway operations as 
carried on in places where their establishment was 
of doubtful uility. 

Hon. SpeEAkER.—*‘ The Attorney General had 
Letter consider well before he laid the papers on the 
table as theylwill thereby become public property.” 
Arroryey GENERAL said some were intended for 

publication, some not, in that respect the Govern. 
ment followed the course adepted by the ex-Attor- 
ney General last winter; there was no intention of 
secrecy, Dut the feelings of private individuals who 

The members of | had made Tenders, and who did not wish to have 
their names paraded before the public, should be 
respected. The hony member for Carleton had ex- 
pressed his growing suspicion, &ec., he (Attorney 
General) thought such remarks and suspicions un. 
worthy honble. members. If that gentleman want- 
ed 4o stop the Railway Works he might bring 1n a 
Resolution to that effeet and they would try their 
strength. 

Provixeran Szererary said the whole of the pa- 
pers were ready for inspection of hon. members, 
giving every particular relating to expenditure of 
money, and all other information in connection 
with the railway operations. Some of the papers 
ought net to be published. That same course had 
been adopted in ’52 with reference to the Jackson 
contract : it would have been improper to publish 
that document ; it would be equally improper to 
publish some of these. The papers had been pre- 
pared as soon as possible ; they brought the ace’ts 
down to 1st February; the laber had been very 

by the same number of clerks as in Mr. Odell’s 
time, while there had been a large increase of du- 

. | ties, and scme measures would have to be adopted 
, OF 4 1 

an. old one which had been already condemned ; | to lessen the work or increase the number of clerks 
in that office. 
On motion, the House resumed the debate on the 

Election Bill. Mr. Boyd in the Chair, Mr. Lewis 
being unwell. 

Mr. Tarrey repudiated the charge urged by some 
' hon, members, that the members who opposed the 

usages of the dark ages, and beyond 2 Bill which | 
had already, and very properly supplied their place. | 
He (Mr. Harding) would be recreant to his duty, | 

| his constituents of the franchise, and continued it 
‘with the swamp voters, he should: nob record his 
| vote in the opposition. The present law gave 100 
| per cent. addition to the franchise of St. Jobn 
county, and removed the spurious ones, which every 
one, except those for whose interests they had been 
manufactured, had condemned. One would have 
thought that the experience which the hop. mem- 
ber from. Charlotte (Mz. Boyd) bad in contested 
elections and scrutinies, would have taught him to 
oppose any law which would again subject him to 
the same difficulties ; but he appeared quite rendy 

way to this.outrage on the country. It was said 
that in Sunbury the franchise had been reduced, 
counting the votes polled at the late Election ; hut 

behind, thinks he has the most good votes, Again, 
was it right, because one or two counties bad ne- 

‘those who had performed thew ? indeed he could 
not think how any one who had already voted for 
the extension of the franchise. could vote for this 
retrogrdae Bill now, and that too without a single 
ground for its necessity, excepting those which the 
Government entertained for their own personal ad- 
vanecment. They called upon the House to vote 
for their Bill, without any reason assigned except 
that they intend to bring another, of which all but 
themselves must be in utier ignorance, and which, 

to foliow the footsteps of the government on their | 

owns: and hecould vouch. for the | 

if in the face of a bill which deprived hundreds of 

| from none and did none injustice, 
members professed to hike the Fisher law, and at 

"it should be remembered that Sunbury had now two | 
serntinies, and. that the appli wnt who is 50 votes | 

glected their duties, to punish for a year and a half | 
| 

' Bill were offering o factious opposition. 
they might, for it could not have a better name; | 

The hon. 
member stated that if an angel of light was to bring 
in a measure, there would be found evil spirits in 
that Ilouse to oppose it. le (Mr. T.) believeed 
that, if Beelzebub was to bring in a measure, there 
would be found an equal number of evil spirits on 
the Government side to support it. He was willing 
to render his assistance to remedy whatever defects 
existed under the old law ; but did not think that 
to accomplish this it beeame necessary to revive the 
old law,—a law which the people of the Province 
had been endeavoring to ges rid of, convinced of its 
injurious tendencies and the fearful evils which it 
was calealated to produce. Some hon. gentlemen 
had labored hard to convineo the House that if this 
Bill would tend to limit the franchise, they would 
oppose it. He would ask them why—as they knew 
for a tie at least the passage of tho Bill would 
limit the elective franchise—they would not sup- 
port the amendment, which provided for all diffi- 
culties, and at the same time took the franchise 

When hon. 

the same time opposed the amendment now offered 
to the Bill, he (Mx T.) must be excused if he 
doubted their sincerity. He had been astonished 
at the course of reasoning adopted by hon, members 
of, the Government. Suppose the Ion. Atdorney 
General, in a Court of Justice, defending a client, 
ware to address a jury thus: ** Gentlemen, it is 
true the evidence is unfavorable to our cause, nd 
goes to prove is weakness ; but hoefore we gFout 
of court we will bring in a witness which will en- 
title us to your verdict.”” In just such a position 
before the ple and country is the Hon. Attoru 
General now placed in connection with the Bill, 
He (Mr, Tl.) could hardly be expected to vote for 

the Bill when he had a serutiny hanging over hiw ; 

if produced, would most probably prove a failure. | nor did he wish by any act of his to expose any 
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