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“A NIGHT'S ADVENTURE.

Notwithstanding my anxious déesire-to-reach the
Ngami—the goal of my wishes«1 determined, be-
fore finally Jeaving Kobis, to devote one more day,
or rather night, to the destruction of the denizens
of the forest. But the adventure nearly terminated
fatally ; and the mght of the 15th of July, will
ever be remembered by me as one of the most event-
ful epochs of my life ; for, in the course of it, 1 was
three soveral times in the very jaws of death, and
only escaped destruction by a miracle.

From tho constant persecution to which the larg-
or gamp had of late been subjected at Kobis, it had!
become not only scarce, but wary ; and: hearing
that clephants and rhinoceroses - still continued to .
resort to Abegham, I forthwith proceed there on
the night in question. Somewbat incautiously, I
took up my position—alone, 2§ usual—on a narrow
neck of land dividing two small pools; the space
on either side of my *‘ skarm” being only sufficient
for a iarge animal to stand between me and the
water. I was provided with a blanket, and. two
or three spare guns.

It was one of those magnificent tropical moons
light nights, when an indescribably soft and en-
chanting light is shed over the slambering land-
seape ; the moon waq so bright and: clear that I

could discern even a small animal at a considerable
distance.
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[ had just completed: my arrangements, when a
noise, that I can liken ounly to. the passage of a
train of artillery, broke the stillness of the air ; it.
cvidently came . from the direction. of one of the
numerous stony paths, or rather tracks, leading to
the water, and I 1magined it was caused by some
wagons that might have crossed the Kalahari.—
Raising myself partially from my recumbent pos-
ture, I fixed my eyes steadily. on.the part of the
bush whence the strange sounds proceeded ; but for
some time I was unable to makeout the cause.~—
All at once, however,the mystery was explained by
the appearance of an immense eelphant, immedi-
ately followed by others, amounting to eighteen.—
Their towering forms cold me at a glance that they.
were all males. It was a splendid sight to behold
¢0 many huge creatures approaching with a free
sweeping, unsuspecting and stately step. The
somewhat elevated ground whenee they emerged,
and which gradually sloped towards.the water, to-
gether with the misty night-zir, gave an increased
appearance of bulk and mightivess to their natur-
ally giant structures..

Crouching dowa 23. low as. possible in.the
““ gkarm,’’ I waited with beating heart and ready
rifle the approach- of the leading male, who, un- |
conscious of peril, was making straight for my |
hiding-place. The position of his body, however, |
was unfavorable for a shot ; and, knowing from ex-
perience that 1 had little chance of obtaining more
than a single good one, I waited foran opportunity |
to fire at his shoulder, which, as before said, is pre-
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cation. the piece missed' fire: It wis & tmmtter of
thankfulness to'me, however, that a similar misha
had*net ocourted when the animal charged ; for,
had'mry gun not then expléded, nothing, as I con-
ceive, could have saved me from destruection.

During this incident, the rest of the elephants
retreated into the bush ; but, by the time I had re-
paired my ¢ skarm,’” they reappeared with stealthy
and cautious steps on the opposite side of the pool
though so distant that I could not fire with any
prospect of success. As they did mot approach
nearer, I attempted to stalk them, but they would-
not allow me to eome. to. close- quarters ; and
after a while moved-off' altogether,

Whilst pondering.over my late wonderful escape,
I'observed at a little distance, a. huge white rhi-
noceros protrude his ponderous and misshappen
head through the bushes, and presently afterwards
he approachedtv within a.dozen paces.of my am-
His broadside was then .fully exposed to
view, and notwithstanding I'stilli felt a little ner-
vous from my conflict with the elephant, I lost no
time in firing, The beast did notat once fall to
the ground, but from appearance I had every reason
to believe he would not live long.

Scareely had T reloaded whena black rhineceros.
of the species Keitloa, (a female as it proved,)
stood drinking atthe water, but her position, as
with the eléephant in.the first instance, was unfav-
orable for a goodshot. As, however, she was very
near me, I thought I'was pretty sure of breaking-
her leg, and 'thereby disable her; and'in this I suc-
oeeded. My fire seemed 'to madden her ; she rushee
wildly forward on.three legs, when I gave her a
second shot, though apparently with littis or no
effeot. I felt sorry at not being able to.end her
sufferings at once ; but as I was too well acquainted
with the habits of the rhinoceros to venture on|
pursuing her under the circumstanees, determined)
to wait patieutly for daylight, and then. déstrey
her with the-aid of my degs. But it was not to
be.

As no more elephants.or other large game ap-
peared; I'thought after a time it might be as well
to go inseareh of the white rhinoceros, previously
wounded; and I'was not long in finding his carcass,
for my ball, as I supposed, had eaused his almost
immediate death.

In heading back to my ¢ skarm,’’ T'accidentally
took a turn in the divection pursued ‘by. the black
rhinoceros, and by ill lack, as the event proved; at
once encountered her. She was-still on. her lggs,.
but her position, as before, was unfavourabie.—
Hoping however, to make her change it for a. bet-
ter, and thus enable me to destrey her. at once, 1’
took up a stone and hurled it at her with' ail' my
force ; when, snorting horpibly, erecting her tail,
keeping ber head close to the ground’ and raising
clouds of dust by her feet, she rushed'at me wath |
fearful fury. Thadjust t:me to level my rifle and |
fire before she was upon-me—and the next instant,
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moment, and I should probably have been impaled .
|
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though sadly wouudeduandmaeverely bruined.min
p | which disabled state I had great dificulty in getting

back to my * skarm.” .

During the greater part of the conflict I preser-
ved my presence of mind; but after the danger
was over, and when I had leisure to eollcot my
scattered and confused senses, I was seized with a
nervous affection, eausing a violent trembling. |
have since killed many rhinoceros, as well for sport
as food ; Dut several weeks.elapsed before I could
again attack these anivauls with any coolness.

About sunrise, Kymapyu, my half-caste boy,
whoss I’ had left on the preceding eveming, about
balf amile away, came to the ** skarm '’ to convey
my guns andiother things to our eneampment.—
In a few wosds 1 related: to him the mishap that
had befallen.me. He lisgtened with seeming inere-.
dulity ;- bat the sight of my gashed thigh soon con-
vincedihim,that I was not in joke.

I afterwards direetedihim to take one of the guns
and proceed in.search of the woun@d rhinoceros,
eautioning him.to be careful! in. approaching the
beast, whieh L. bad'reason to believe was not yet
dead: He had’only been gone about ten minutes
when I heard a ery of distress. Striking my hand
against my forehead, I exclaimeds—

““Good God! the braute has attacked the lad
also!”

Seizing hold of my rifle, T serambled through the
bushes a3 fast as my crippled condition would: per-
mit ; and! when 1 had proceeded two.or three:
hundred’' yards, a scene suddenly presented: itself
that I shallivividly remember to the last days. of
my existenee. Among.some bushes, andiwithin a
couple of yards of each other, stood the rhinoce-.
ros and the young savage ; the former supported
herself on three legs, covered with blood and froth,
and'snorting in.the most furieus manner ;- the lat-
ter, petrified with fear, spell-bound; as it werey and
riveted to the spot. Creeping; therelore, to the
side of*the rhinoceros opposite to that on avhiéh the
beast charged wildly to and. fro.without any dis-
tinet olLject. Whilgt she- was thus occupied,. I
poured:in shot after shot, but thought she -would
never fall. At length, howevery she sank slowly
to the.ground; and, imagining that she was in her
death agoniesy and that all) danger. was over, I
waiked unhesitatingly.close up to her, and : was on
the ppint of placing-the muzzle of my gunsto. her
ear-to give hex-the coup de grace, when, to my hox-
ror, she.cuee more rose on her legs.

Taking.a hurriediaim, I pulled the triggery and®
instantly retreated, with the beast in full pursuit.
The race, however, was a.short one ; for, just as I
threw rayself behind a bush for safety. she fell dead
at mjy feet, so near me, indéed, that I could have
touched her with the muzele of my rifle !* Another:

on her.murdérous hormy which, though short, was
sharp as a razom

When reflecting on the wondérfal'and providen-

while instinctively turning.reund for- the purpose | tial escapes I recently experienced, I could not help
of retreating, laid me prostrate. The shock was so | thinking that I had been spared for some good pur-
violent as to send my rifle, powder-flask, ang’ ball | pose, and my heart was lifted in-humble gratitude

ferable to any other.part when sheating at might. |
But this chance, unfortunately, was not afforded |
till his enormous bulktowered about my head.— ‘
The consequence wag, that, while in the actof, ris- |
ing the muzzle of wmy rifle vver the ‘* skarm,”” my|
hody caught his eye, and, before I could place the |
piece to my shoglder, he swyng himself round, and, |
with trunk elevated and ears spread, desperately |
charged me. It wasnow too late to think of flight, {
much less of slaying the savage beast. My own |
life was in immineat jeopardy ; and  seeing that, if |
[ remained partially erect, he would il.c\‘imblj-.i
seize me with his probosgis, 1 threw myself on my |
back with some violence ;: im which posit:oa, :Lihl‘
without shouldering the rifle, I firad upwards aid
random towards his..chest, uttering, al the same |
{uwe, the most piercing shouts and cries. The |

cbange of position, in ell humean probalility, saved |
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my iife; for, at the same instant, the trunk of the | struck me down a seeond time, and with her hora | can, what use and. purpose that lichen serves. The |

enraged animal descended precisely. on. the spot |
where I bad been previpusly erouching, sweeping |
away the stones (many of u lange size) that formed |
the fore paxt of my ** sharwm,”’ like #0 ineny peb- |
bles. In anether momant his broad {ore-fect piebs-
ed directly pver my face.

I now expectsd nothing shors.of being cousbied 10!

veath. But Qm&&,‘;“lt‘ wy relel, when, instead of

tions of what afterwards took place. Al I remem- | wilksee that it is like all other.works of God, iv ie
repewing the (‘h&l“;q. be swerved to thc leit, and |

. : _ Ler 48, that when J rsised my haud T heard 2 furi- | ¢ very good,” and full.of beautiful design. Settle
ST + 3 e A ) < Pl N ) W e ! . . . " . . » » » .

noved off with {Qnsldﬂ“&.ble l\.'l‘tulﬁ.\' .b.t.kf. hl.')}u.} 1 Ous E.’:O)‘[ll\g ang pulng.ng LIRGBE the mi;bw | Wt down in your mmd, a8 it is with the hook of na-
a thout my having received other injurios thana ! boshes.

low Dpnises, oceastoned by the faliing of. the stones.
. mder Providence, I attribute my exwwgdinary
esegpe Lo the confusion of the antmal caused by. the

wound ! bad joflicted on hiw. and to the eries elicit- |

¢ from we when in mny utmost need.

lmmediately after tho clophant had left me [ was
on any lege, and soaiching up o spare rille laying
ot hand, | pointed ut Lim, as be was retreating,
sbd pulled the ﬁrjqer ; but 19wy iatense worti-
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pouch, asalso my cap, spinning in.the. airq the | t0 the Almighty, who had thus extended over me
gun, indeed, as afterwards ascer vingd, to.a distance { His protecting hand.—Andeérson’s ¢ Lake Ngami.”
of fully tem feet. ,i e e ~—
On the beast chasging sne it cressed: mv ming? M -

that, unless gored ::; once Ly her: horn, }.xer imn.; }}hﬂrdmﬁtﬂuh.

petus wouldde - such  (after knocking me down, | — : < o et P 5 - e e
whieh'Ttook for granged swould be the case) as to! ThE Breue.—Plage yourself, in imaginationy by
carry her-heyond me, and T might thus be aﬂ'oaded* the sideé of an Australian gelddigging, and ob-
a chance of escape. So, indeed; it happened, for; | serve the earth that is drawn up from its bottom.
haviag tambled meover (in doing which head;and1 It is likely.that your.unpractised eye willisee no-
the. fore-part of her body, owing to the viclence of | thing inthe heap but rubbish, and dirt, and stoness
the charge, wres half buried in the sand), and tram-~ | And' yet that very heap of earth msy prove, on
pled on me with great vielence, her; fore quarter | washing, to be fult'of particiés of the purest gold.
passed over my body. Struggling forrlife, I seized | It i8 just the same with the Bible. We see but
my opporianiky, and as she was recovering herself | little of it now. We shall find hereafter-that every

far o renewal of 2 charge; I scrambled. out from,d verse of it contained golds
between. her hind legs.

Bul the enmaged beast had not yet done - with

wme !

Place yourself, in ima-
| gimation,on the top of some highland mountain.—
| Lock at the minute mass of lichen which clings
Secarecly had T regained my feet before she | to theside of that maaes of rock.

Tell e, if you
ripped up my right thigh (though not very devpr i birds-cf the air, the beasts, the very insects lcave
ly), from near the knec to the hip, with berfore- | it alone; grouse and ptarmigan, and red deer,
feet: moreover, she Lit me a tersifio. blow om, the | draw po sustenance from it. The reck does. not
left shouider, near the back. of the neck. My | require its covering, And yet that minute lichen
ribs bent under the enormens weight and pressure, , is a8 truly a part of God/s creation as the cedars of
end for o juoment, 1 arust, as T believe, have Jost | Iebanon or the Victoria Regia of the South Ame-|
consciousness—| huye ot leass very imdistinct no- | rican rivere. Place it under & microscope, and you

| ture, so it is with the book of revelation, the writ- |

Enow arose, though with”great difionity, snd:f ten Word of God. Theve is not a ehapter or verse, |
lisde 1oy wey, ‘o the best manner | wagsable, to- | from first to last, which is not in some way profita- |
wards o large tree near at hand, for shelter; bug | ble. 1€ you and I do not see its use, it is because '

 this precaution was noedless ; the beast, for the | we baxe not eyes to see it yet. But all, we may

|time ot least, showed no inelination further to w:llm:d“% ‘;1 pre:':iouai.l All!hiu ‘* very good,”'—

| molest me.  Either in the melee, or owing to the said Bishop Jewell, ** There is no sentence,
4 : : , DO WOr syllable, no letter, but it

b ;.nf“w" Sy M voa.md., she had lost sight ::i‘::::“ﬁ:rn&y 1n‘:irmuctwn" : bl’l‘h:o il::t OII: 50:
of me, or she fult satisied with the revenge she had | buy it

ot ; is vigned wnd sealed with the blood of the
‘taken. Be that as it ey, | gseaped with wy life, . Lowb.”
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Tur Port axp Trane or Canron.—Canton was
an emporium of commerce to Eastern nations many
centuries before European navigators had penetra-
ted into the Fast. The first attempts on the part
of Europeans to establish a trade wich China were
made by the Portuguese, between whose Sovereign,
Emmanuel, and his Celestial Majesty a treaty of
commeres was eoncluded in 1517. In 1634 some
British ships touched'at Canton, but very little in-
tercourse - took place with the natives. It was not
until'1680 that direet trading eommenced between
the English and:Chinese—a trade, which soon after
became the monopoly of the East India Company
down to the expiry of its charter in 1834, The tea
trade beeame one of some magnitude during the
period of the Company's monopoly ; but since the
throwing open of the trade, we believe we are under
the mark when we state that of 80,000,0001bs. ex-
portedannually from Canton, Great Britain takes
upwards of 50,000,000Ibs., the United States being
the next greatest eustomer. Altogether tne trade
of this country with China has expanded to some-
thing of greas importance, and promises still great-
er results, if protested and fostered by our autho-
rities.

But, although the English merchants have the
larpest interests at stake, it is not them alone who
complain of the exclusion from direct communica-
tion with. the inhabitants and officials. The mer
chants of every power of any note—even Austria—
have theinhongs, or faetovies, in the extra-mural
shrub, and® all, have similar complaints of the an-
noyances and delays to commerce arising from per:
sistence in the monstrously absurd policy of exclu-
sion.  On. this subjéet our Government have a
charge. almest amounting to bad faith, to make
against the Chinese authorities. 1t was arranged
with only some slight reservation, under the treaty
of 1842, that Canton should be opened, as well as
the.- ports of Amey, Foo-Choo-Foo, Ningpo, and
Shanghee, while the island of Hong-Kong, in the
estuary of the Cantom river was also ceded. But
we now presume we have heard the last of the pre-
texts against throwing.open to the world the great-
est comamercial port of China.

The most: recent authorities estimates the popu- -
lation at 750,000, and that of Boat Town—so cal-
led {romuthe inhabutants living entirely upon the
water—at 70,000. The last named population are
not. allowed to land. 'The boats, about 5,000 in
number, are all Jashed alongside each other in tiers.
The rearing of. pigs, fowls, and the cenltivation of
kitohen. vegetables in these craft are quite com-
mon. .

The eirenmferenee of the wall of Canton Proper
is. nine miles ; but three-fourths of the enclosed
spage consists of the pleasure-grounds and gardens
of the great and wealthy.
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Tue Epvcarion o Tue Eve.—We may not he
called upon to hunt white foxes in the snow; or,
like William Tell, to save our own life and our
child’s by splitting with an arrow an apple on its
head ; or ts identify a stolen sheep by looking in
its face and swearing to its portrait ; but we must
do every day many things essential to our welfare,
which we would do a great deal better if we had an
eye as-trained as readily as we might have. For
example it is not every man that can hit a nail upon
the head, or drive it straight in with a hammer,—
Very few persons can draw a straight line, or cut a
piece of cloth or paper even, still fewer can use a
peneil as draughtsman ; and foewer still can paint
with colors. Yet assuredly there isnot a calling in
which aneducated eye, nice in distingnishing form,
colour; size, distance and the like, will not be of
ingstimable service. For although it is not to be
denied that some eyes can be educated to a much
greater extent than others, that can be no excuse
for any one neglecting to educate the eye. The
worse it is, the more it needs education ; the better
it is the wore it will repay it.”’—The Five Galc-
ways of Knowledge, by Professor G. Wilson.
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AvrrLicrions oF Cnristiaxns.— They have fre-
quently moze of these sufferings than others. The
husbandman does not prune the bramble but the
vine. The stones designed for the temple above re-*
qyize more cutting and polishing than those which
ape for the common wall. Correction is not for
strangers but children. The Christian mnourns over
those infirmities which are not viewed by others as
sins, such as wandering thoughts and cold affection
in daty. It is said of that beautiful bird, the bird

 of Paradise, that when it is eaught and caged, it

never censes to sigh till it is free. Just such is the
Christian. Nothing will satisfy him but the glo-
rious liberty of the sons of God.—Jay. ’
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Tueony ov Tue Eves.—Dark blue eyes are most
common in persons of delicate, refined, or efferai-
nate nature ; light blue, and mueh more gray eyes,
in the hardy and sctive, Greenish have gene-
rally the same meaning as the gray. Hazel eyes
are the more usual indications of a mind masculine,
vigorous and profound,— Quarterly Review.




