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scarcely thought his hon. friend the Attorney Ge-
neral could say the same. Ile (Mr. J.) had ever
sailed under the same flag, not beneath the St
and Stripes one ds and the Union Jack the

The former government, com{y of a majority
of the members of the present, had never originated
and carried through the House a single measure ;
the plan they adopted was on the consideration of

those bills,* when they found what the feeling “of |

the House was, to have progress reported and the
bills were never heard ol after. 'The late govern-
ment had originated as many measures in two years
as the former government had in five, and every
measure which they introduced they carried.

" The present government have accused the late
«f never having done anything towards encourage-
ment of Emigration, but the very money which the
present government were so liberally wasting, had
been obtained undor a resolution passed by the late
zovernment Jast winter for Emigration purposes.

With reference to the amount stated to have been
due to the Imperial Post Office, he (Mr. J.) would
state distinctly that when the late Government
came into office they found a debtof £2100 due
that department,—that when they went out the
whole amount due was but £900, and would deny
that the credit of the country had suffered through
their mismanagement. Possibly they were not as
expert at accumulating or spending money as the
present government. ‘T'hey did not believe it wise
10 lay an impost duty on the people merely for the
purpose of accumulating a surplus revenue, but
merely sufficient for actual demands upon the trea-

~_sary.

He (Mr. J.) contended that those subjects which
at the last election were the questions, had nothing
to do now either with the ins or the outs. Then a
large number of the hiberals were led to unite with
those who differed from them in every other opinion
for the sake of having the liquor law repealed.—
But that he considered wag not a fair expression of
the political views of the pecple. He thought the
day was coming—whether it should be at once or
in the regular order of things it would come, when
the people would express their opinions, and then
the members of the present government would be
convinced that the opinion expressed by the Attor-
ney General in ’51 was the popular will now.—
e (the Atterney General) had changed, but not
the people.

He (Mr. Johnson) deprecated the introduction
of religious difierences into this debate. He hoped
it would be long before the country would be ef-
fected by sectarian prejudices which so powerful-
ly interfered with the peace and prosperity of the
country. Ie pronounced a woe on that man who
should first introduce religious strife. At the same
time while he deprecated any thing which would
promote it, he was prepared if it must come not to
shrink from his duty in conneetion with it.

[This discussion having already occupied so much
of our space, and wishing to keep pace with the

proceedings of the House, we shall not give the re-
mainder in full.

debate, and the principal arguments on both sides
of the question, have been adduced in the Speeches
already reported. |

Moxpay, February 23,
Mr. Warrers thought this a very important
question ; one in which was involved the interests
of Responsible Government—of constitutional Go-
vernment : and one which would tend either to

throw the interests of the country and those prinei- [

les of government back 50 years, or else insure
their healthy and prosperous continuance ; and he
¢ould not consequontly allow the opportunity to
pass without raising bhis voice against thoss who

Our readers, however, need not
regret this, as all the prominent features of the
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the government at every move, and iried /by
every means in their power to embarrass the go-
vernment without success. |
Mr. Watters do circumstances alter cases. . Now
the sonls of those gentlemen (then in oppositi
occapying the offices are filled with, patriottim':za
magnanimity, and wmpying themselves up in their
greatness, they say to the opposition—‘¢ Stand off
vou selfish office seekers—who, forgetting the inte-
rests of the people, and lost to every feeiing of pa-
triotism, hecome mere scramblers for office,”’ .
The Hon. Solicitor General had made some very
sweeping assertions—including, in his charge of
bribery, corruption, peculating, &c., the whole
House ; but he would challenge that hon. gentle-
man to point out those gentlemen who had been so
guilty. He (Mr. W.) considered it a mean asser-
tion, unfounded in facts. . » Some hon.
gentlemen in the Government had no confidence—
and never had any—in Responsible Government ;
they had grown grey in toryism, and clung to it
with astonishing Fcrtinacity. But others (the hon.
Attorney General for instance,) were once thorough
Responsible Government men, but unfortunately in
bad company ; and he must know that his compa-
nions were the same in heart as they were in those
' days when he (Attorney General) poured out his
eloquence against them. The Solicitor General, he
(Mr. W.) thought, did not believe in the liberal
gystem of Government; his political associations
had not been the best, and he had been brought up
among those who did not entertain a particular re-
gard for Responsible Government. When those
persons made use of strong assertions descriptive of
others, they were only portraying themselves.—
Some hon. members expressed in strong terms their
disapprobation of some other hon. gentleman who
had voted differently {rom what the former wished.
Thus one of the representatives from St. John had
read a severe lecture to the hon. member from the
City, (Mr. Harding) ; asking him how he dared to
vote with the Opposition when he had been nomi-
nated with him, voted for with him, chaired with
him, and returned with him, and that too to sup-
port the Governor, and of course the Government.
And now said that hon. representative to his
guilty colleague, *You have violated your pledges.”’
e (Mr. W.) would like to know when and where
the limits came toanend ? W hen those gentlemen
who eame to the Houselast July pledged to support
the famed prerogative would be atliberty to exer-
cise a free judgment and give an independent opin-
ion with reference to the acts of the Government?
or must this House and the country now and for-
ever bow down to those men who had violated every
principle of self-government? Ile considered the
arguments advanced on the other side as ridiculous
in the extreme—mere clap traps. He believed that
hon. members—no matter under what pledges
they came to the House in July—should approach
the subject, and determine to judge the Government
fairly and honestly, as the representatives and eon-
servators of the public interests, by the healthy and
cherished constitutional government which had
already been acknowledged in this country. When
he (Mr. W.) looked at the Government, and re-
flected npon the eclat with which they had assu-
med office ; that they eame in with the prestige of
layalty to the prerogative, by the loud acelamations
of the people,—when he looked at them thus, and
then turned and contemplated them as they were
to-day, without a man to support them—in, he had
almost said—a shamefui minority ; having lost the
| confidence of the people, who, the excitement of the
| moment past. now looked calmly into their conduct
and delared them wanting ; having sunk through
| their reckless and illegal course, into the most piti-
' able situation in which men could well be placed ,—
| he felt for their full and pitied their degradation.
| With respect to the subjeet of Railroads, why he
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would cast off, throw away, and trample under foot | would ask had the House encumbered their Stututes
the acknowledged constitution of the country.— | with faulty acts, 1 the government could beallow-
Some gentlemen have comptained of special pleading ' ed to act without any reference to Law? And he
on the part of the opposition ; hnt some of thosa | would say il this Ilouse by their vote countenance
very persons were the first to holt out and drag in | such illegal appropriation of the public funds, then
some of those side issues, (8o ealled by the news- | they might as well dv away with all legislation, all
papers 1) and it was to him perfectly amusing to | Responsible Government. ali that is free or inde-
notice the variety of pretexis and arguments with | pendent in our institutions.

which the government and their friends endeavour- | T'he hon. Provincial Secretary said something
o1 10 mystify the true issues before the House.— | about religious divisions.  He (Mr. W.) did not
They might have discussed and decided the question | know what this discussion bad to do with religi-
hafore the Tfouse entirely on the merits of the | ous divisions ; those religious differences which had
prosent government.  But they had gone ontside of | agitated the country in years past. had, he trusted,
iho quesiion, and traveli2d far back in order 1o find | been buried in oblivion forever ; and he (Mr. W.)
matter to suit their views. We (said Mr. Watters) | would be one of the first to denounce any Govern-
may claim the same privilege. and we may travel | ment which would revive them.

back and see if we ean find any antecedents of the | The Prohibitory Law had been a great bughear.
present government which may assist v8 in formine | But, he would ask, where were the men who stood
corrast conclusions as to their present clemenis,and | by it, and fought for it, but whenever it became
what they had dane to warrant our co.~fidence. unpopular backed out and left the effects of their
1fe referred 1o the excitement whiel: was eranted | fonl works behind them ?

some 10 years since by 1the Governor's appointinga {  The Provinciul Seeretary had made a great dis-
stranzer to office. Thon the whole eountry was | covery. Because, forsooth, some members of a
thrown into a s'ate of agitation, and the ae’ of the | Teirverance organization had arrived in Frederie-
governor was denounced as o fearful outrage. The ( fon, irare was to be an immediate re-enactment of
time of the conntry was then wasted 10 graiify the  the Pronibitory Law ; if so, perhaps that hon.
welfishness of the eompact men of the day. Then | gentleman would vote for it again, then vote
the people were outside in the diteh, and ‘hoir in- | against its repeal. and finally change his mind, and
terests were not thought of. Buat now it is a bold | agree to \ij"' 1t off the Statute Book, as he had al-
act 10 question the conduet of an administrarion, | veady dons, for tiie moderate eonsideration of £600
who eonfident in their powor and reckless of eon- | a vegr. Belioving, as he did, that the present Go-
saquenees take the law in their 1¢eth and snap their | vernment did not nor ever could command the con-
fingrs in the people’s face. The pasition of the | fidenee of the peojl of this country, he would feel
11oase hare him out in the belief that the samemen | it his duty to vote ngainst then.

wora an'nated By the same prineiples which them | Mz, Fisuen said if no other gentleman wisled to
inTnencad them. Former Government complained | spoak. he wouid offer a few reraarks by way of a
that thay were turned ont by frand. But they | gzeneral veply. He would be however necessarily
found tha Attorney General immediately by fraud | brief, for during the sevea days debate upon the
attemptine tna ture out their successors. Fifty-six | Amondment the variong propositions put iogth ei(){y
ewma, Then hegan a clamour by those who had | hon. memhbers had heen so completely reviewea,
always clamourad when out of ofice.  When the that little remained to be said. Lle only desired to
Honsa met they found the leader of the opposition. | pick up a fow erumbs which fell from hon. menm-
the present Attorney General, talking first to this | hoes? tablew. There had heen some diseussion as to
wan and then to that man. DBye and bye the war | his »ight to reply. e did not value it much. It
ho-n was sonnded and the gauntlet thrown down. | was she duty of mover of the Addrese to have giv-

Why was it ? why an utand out resolurion of want ' en some exposition of the principles and measues
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€ the Colonial and
no case parallel to this. The practice of Parlis
ment was for the moyer and generally the second

£ the Address to offer some reasons, oftentimes

-~y

“known only to the government, to indaee the Hougb

‘to assent to the various propositions of the Address.
Such a eourse was due to the diznity of the Queen's
Representative. 1t was due to the government, it
was due to the ITouse.
ment considered it indefensible, and had permitted
it to be laid uwpon the table without note or com-
ment. When the hon. mover spoke in the progress
of the debate, he had assigned .as the reason for
this unusual course that he was to be followed by
bim (Mr. P.) and that he had relrained from offer-
ing any arguments as he knew they would be im-
mediately demolished. The opposition had been
charged with unfairness in bringing forward this

same course last year. He had given full notice of
the mation, and he believed the country generally
would approve of it. In the estimation of the coun-
try the government was doomed, and whatever

the government did not possess the confidence of
the House, nor had it the sympathy of the people.
Last year his learned friend the Attorney General
arraigned the then government after only two hours
notice. Now that the position is changed, he com-
plains that they do not wait for measures. The
country expected this discussion, and it would do
good, if it was only on this measure that the peo-
ple were enlightened. This debate and the ar-
guments of hon. members would be read inall parts
of the province, and the action of mind upon mind
would only draw out the truth. W hat had ereated
the change in the IHouse since the short session in
July? The silent and sure progress of public opi-
nion, -—the press and the telegraph communication
with every hamlet in the Province,—and there was
a deep undercurrent of public opinion, slow at first
but sure and irresistable. The great majority of
the people every where have declared against the
government, and no sane man doubted that their
day= were numbered. W ho governs now, the oppo-
sition really,—the government nominallv. They
have the emoluments of office, they have the patro-
nage, they have the responsibility. We have the
power. Take the first measure referred to in the
speech, the Eleetion Law. The opposition had
moulded it to suit their own views. His hon. col-
leagues had proposed Universal Suflrage, or what
was equivalent, the Commissioner of Works would
aive the Franchise to every resident of a certain
time who paid taxes and could take a bite out of a
loaf. 'The Solicitor General to every rate payer of
a certain residence. It was of no consequence
whether these were opinion of the Government or
hia colleague. The members lost their individual-
ity when they joined the government. 1t appeared
now from the Speech of the Attorney General that
the Franchise was to be of the broadest character.
What that was it did not exaetly appear. This
had been calied a scramble for oilice, and by the
very men who last year when out of office adopted
the same course. Perbaps they spoke from the
feeling that then actuated them. The Seeretary
had referred to his sitting modestly five years on
the back benches not aspiring to office. He (Mr.
F.) had always occupied the same seat and after
eleven years of publicservice had been called to the
Council and then stated that he did not wish oflice ;
that the advent of the Liberals to power should not
he distinguished by a scramble for office. Ile had
been engaged in all the important discassions upon
Responsihle Government from the time it was first
mentioned in the provinee and there is still the old
Tory cry, you are wasting the time of the country,
—yon injure our eredit abroad, it is a mere scram-
ble for office. When the cralt was in danger they
thought it was wrong to occupy time in discussing
such matters. Tlis experience of a political office
did not not inspire him with any special desire for
office, for the mere sake of the emoluments, but
there were high public considerations influencing
a public man to which he was not insensible.

He reeiprocated the sentiment expressed by his
learned eolleague the Solieitor General that nothing
said in this debate should create any personal dif-
ference. He was determined that it should not,
they were the representatives of freemen, they were
there freely to express their opinions. 1t was the

rivileze of Englishmen to differ. they would meet
on the political arena and fight the matter out like
men and after it was over unite together in the
various relations of social life freed from any of the
asperities of political or party strile.

Why should they fall out by the way? Very
goon the actors in those scenes would pass away—
ere long other men would occupy their places. He
had been reflecting upon the past ; he remembered
when he first entered the Iouse, a young man,
about nineteen years ago, and amongst the forty
gentleman who now sat around those benehes the
only person he saw there then was the Speaker.—
He torned to his right, to the hon member for
King's, and inquired where were the men that re-
presented that County. Ie hoped and believed
they were singing sweet anthems in the general
Assembly of the just. He turned to the County
of Carleton, and where were his old friends who
then sat there : they rest from their labours und
their works do follow them. Looking all around
the House, he enquired where were they, and it
appeared that a few held important positions in the
country, but, in the Janguage of the poet, ** some
had crossed the flood and some were crossing now.”’
Some hon. members on the other side had refered
to the time occapied in this discussion. He be-
lieved very little time had been lost—that about
the usval routine business had been transacted du-
ring the progress of the Debate, but if it ocenpied
as many weeks as days it would be time well em-
ployed, Questions and principles of vast moment
were involyed in the discassion, and he believed

the true gourse was to know and secure their

lie presuméd the Govern-

motion, and by the very persons who pursued the |

might be the actual decision, it would show that |
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rights and privileges before they eonsidered their
material interest. Of what value was Jand or tim-
ber, or cattle, without liberty. What was 1t that

and the centre of civilization and Chris-
tianity ? er free 8 me. From her was dif-
fused moral, intellectual ious light to the
very ends of the earth. Her floated on every
: every enter prise.
We desire to secure for our counmtry and our chil-
dren the same blessing. Jt was said of a Roman
king that be found the walls of Rome of brick and
left them of marble: let it be said of us that we
found our institutions defective, and improved them
—oureountry ruled by a little knot of individuals
and we left 1t free to all—office and honour open
to the sons of the poor as well as to the rich.—
Great opposition had heen evinced by the Govern-
ment to the present Election Law and he was only
surprised it had heen so far worked out. He was
informed that the Press in the interest of the Gov-
ernment had foreshadowed a measure for Universal
Saffrage. His hon. colleagne had advocated it,
and it was rumored that the Bill had been printed.
(Hon. Surveyor General said the Eleetion Law had
never been discussed in bis presence.) No doubt
of it. The measures of the Government were dis-
cussed hy sections. It appeared that when the
Railroad Expenditure in St. John was determined
upon the Commissioner of the works was at Mus-
quash. He supposed when the Election was dis-
cussed the Surveyor General was in Restigouche.—
They surely did not wish the House to believe that
the most prominent point in His Excellency’s Speech
was intended to mean nothing, and that the an-
swer, in which a measure to secure the fair repre-
sentation of the people was referred to, was mere-
ly to decerve the House ; he presuined the measure,
whatever it was, had received thesanction of tho
Government. It would now never see the light.—
e (Mr. F.) was opposed to Universal Suffrage.—
He did not believe it was adapted to the genius of
their institutions. 1In the adjoining Republic they
had recently an instanee of the working of Univer-
sal Suffrage. Loeok at Kansas, where that system
so much admired by the members of the Govern.
ment prevailed, and by the very system of Univer-
sal Suffrage, the free men of Kansas had been out-
voted by the hordes from Missouri who rushed to
the polls for the purpose of perpetnating slavery.—
They knew he was called blue nose, but he bad
Fnglish blood and English feelings. Ile loved the
land and Government of his fathers. Their form
of Government contains the three principles of
Monarchy, Aristoeracy, and democracy, what
Montesquicu] had deseribed as virtue, honour and
power. 1t was the mingling together for ages of
these principles that made such a beautiful whole.
Nothing Irad tended more to perpetuate the freedom
of Britain than the maintenance of the Aristocratic
elements. Every one who has taken a philosophi-
cal view of our institutions, who has, studied
the philosophy of history, must be satisfied of this.
When France, in the reign of Louis Phillipe, abol-
ished the hereditary Peerage, it was evident that a

severe blow had been given to freedom. ook at
France now, with its Universal Sufirage. No {ree-

dom of mind or actior—it is now one of the most
despotic countries in Earope. In 1848, when the
European dynasties were erumbling to atoms, and
the Kings and potentates of Europe were being
swept away before the Revolutionary tornado, Bri-
tain remained calm and erect in the midst of the
political storm which excited the nations of the
earth. She stood forth as the beacon light to all
lands in the political wilderness of this world ; she
was the only refuge of the oppressed, the very sanc-
tuary of freedom.

He believed the Government were blameable for
not carrying out the Election Law. If the people
nad done their part in their primary assemblies,
and had elected the necessary officers ; if the Gov-
ernment had directed the Clerks of the Peace and
Sheriffs to assist and instruct these officers, and had
circulated the law in June instead of September,—
he believed there would have been little failure. It
was objected that the law was loose and defective.
Hon. members could not show it. The same ob-
jection had been made by the same party to the
simultaneous Bill when it first passed ; yet it had ®
worked well ever since, and had not been amended.
The hon. member from the City of St. John said
numbers were disfranchised there. 1t so happened
that the qualification under the old law and the
new was the same. [Here Mr. F. read the old law,
by which it appeared that, to entitle a freeman to
vote, ne must have been registered six months, and
possessed of personal estate to the value of twenty-
five poands. Under the new law, every freeman
assessed in the sum of twenty-five pounds must be
inserted in the register, and could vote ; so that the
new law was more favorable than the old.] Mis
learned friend from Restigouche had complained
that it disfranchised many ; no person really qua-
lified under the old law was disfranchised. lle re-
membered, in the serutiny of Boyd and Fitzgerald,
an heir had voted, whose ancestor, it appeared,
owned a pile of rocks lying beyond a lake; and
it was proved that the field of rocks was not worth
five shillings : and yet, as the heir, he had an inte-
rest in real estate, and it was decided to be a good
vote ;—and this i8 the system so much admired !
The present law regarded property as the basis, but
extended it to all kinds of property, real or perso-
nal. In the first settlement of the country the
freehold qualification was the best ; now, to adaps
it to the presert state of society, it was necessary
to extend it to personal property. Lord John Rus-
sel, in his proposed Reform Bill, had adopted the
same course. He only desired to give the lawa fair
trial ; he believed it would vindicate its own char-
acter. The registration was the most important,
and, he believed, was of the simplest and casiest
kind. There had been no difficulty in York : and
the expense was some sixty pounds, and the War-
den informed him that it could be done next year
for half the amount. They all knew that a scru-
tiny cost the parties hundreds, besides the loss of
the time of the House. His learned friend from




