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A BEAUTIFUL THOUGHT.

The following was written by the late Bishop Doane.

Chisel in hand stood a sculptor boy,
With his marble blogk before him,

And his face lit up with a smile of joy,
As an angel-dream passed o’er him.

He carved the dream on that shapelessstone,
With many a sharp incision;

With Heaven's own light the sculptor shone—
lc had caught that angel-vision.

Sculptors of life are we, as we stand
With our souls uncarved before us,

Waiting the hour when, at God’s command,
Our life-dream passes o'er us.

If we carve it then on the yielding stone,
With many a sharp ineision,

Its Heavenly beauty shall be our own—
Our lives that angel-vision.

Seleet Tale.

THE GHOST OF ALNWICK PLACE.
|

« T don’t believe a word of it !”’ said Aunt Re-|
becca.

The wine-like glow of sunset vet illumined the |
great bay window. but the rest of theapartment was l
already enshrouded in the grayshadows of twilight, !
in whose misty indistinetness the buge chairs of |

carved oak looked like gigantic monsters, from sowe
From the walls, frowned down

|
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foreign shore.
dark old family portraits, and the crimson hangings
above the arched doors waved restlessly back and
orth m the draughts of wind that swept through
the vast corridor.

¢ T don’t believe a word of it!"? ejaculated Aunt
Rebecea, with more emphasis than before. ¢ A
ghost story, indced !”’

+¢« Tell me about it, Violet,”” said young Hazel-
wood, to whom the echoing hall, and deep bay win-
dow, with 1ts far off prospect of snowy hiils and |
pine forests, veiled in gathering twilight, to say
nothinyg of pretty Violet Orme’s close vicinage, were
infinitely more attractive than the more modern re-
gions of Alnwick place.

¢« It is not much of a story,”” said Violet, flush-
ing up to her very eyelashes at the sound of her own
soft voice, *¢ only, years ago, long before Grandpapa
erected this house, the site was all one unbroken
forest, and there was a tradition that a beautiful
girl, the daughter of one of the earliest settlers in
this country, was horribly murdered by the Indians.
Her grave, they say, was beneath the foundations
of the huuse, but 1 scarcely credit this part of the
legena.”

¢+ Of course not,’” interrupted Miss Rebeeca, with
a toss of her false curls. ** I have no patience with
these relics of old country superstition !”

¢ And,”” pursued Violet, sinking her voice to al-
most a whisper, and instinctively moving nearer to
the side of Hazlewood, ¢ the story goes on to say
that a figure, all robed in white, with a crimson
wound gaping in its throat, sweeps through these
echoing vestibules like a shadow at the dead of
night.”’

¢+ Oh, pshaw !”” said Aunt Rebecea, impatiently:
¢+ you may depen® that it is only the red hangings
and the moonlighz, and the wind. I never saw a
ghost yet, and I don’t believe I ever shall.”’

¢« Oh, Aunt Rebecea,’” said Violet, deprecatingly,
looking round with a nervous start, as some distant
duor creaked on its hinges.

¢¢ Fiddlestick !"” said Miss Rebecca, sharply.—
¢ Sensible people lie quict in their graves, alter
they are dead, and I'll wager anything that this
whole ghost story is a slieer tabrication of some fool
or other, who enjoyed the idea of laughing in his
sleeve at other people’s senseless terror.”

¢« [ remember,”” said Violet, softly, ** how fear-
ful I used to be of crossing this holl after dark,
when I was a little, timid child.”

¢+ But you zare not afraid now ?”’ siid Hazlewood
in a half whisper, looking admiringly down at the
peach-bloom face turned toward his.  ** Don’t go
away yet; it is so quiet and lovely here in the icy
winter starlight. Sece that beautiful planet, blazing
Iike a point of gold above the red traces of sunset!
You are not cold?”’

<« No—oh, no !”” said the young girl, thought-
fully.

¢« | am glad you told me that ghost story,”” pur-

‘* But, aunty, it 18 so early.”

feel rather weary, and had rather retire.”’

¢¢ Shall I go with you ?’’

¢ Nonsense ? do you suppose I'm aftaid of a pack
of ghosts, running about in white night-gowns ?*’

Violet smiled, and went to execute her aunt's be-
hests.

How peacefully the distant hills and valleys slept
m their snowy mantles that glorious December
night. It reminded one of a lovely paintin g execu
ted with brushes dipped in liquid pearl, and shaded
with pencils of glimmering silver ! While, darkly
ranged against the black-blue horizon, the pine for-
ests and leafless oak copses stood like embattled
armies, silently awaiting the bugle call of Day.
| least 80 they seemed to Charles Hozlewood, as he
stood 1n the deep recess of the gigantic bay window,
nearly hidden by the curtains, the faded splendor of

! whose tarnished embroidery carried the mind un-
consciously half a century backward on the stream
of Time. But then Charles Hazlewood was in love.

The tall, old fashioned clock in the hall was strik-

ing twelve, and the colony of crickets under the |

warm hearth-stone were falling into a dreamy,
sleepy sort of a chirp, as if their small lungs were
fairly wearied out, when Aunt Rebecca emerged
from her door, treading on tip-toe, and carrying a
dim light in her hand. Now Aunt Rebecea, in nod-
ding false carls, lace coiffure, and eightecn-year old
style of dress was a very diffcrent sort of personage
from Aunt Rebecca, with her head tied up in asilk

| handkerchief, her false teeth and curls laid aside,

and a long white dressing robe, enveloping her lank
fizure ; and the latter was by no means the most
prepossessing of the two. Probably some such con-
sciousness swept across the good spinster’s brain,
for she shufled with accelerated rapidity past the
solemn eyes of the grave old family portraits on the
wall.

“ I am sure I dropped them somewhere here,"’
she murmured, pausing in front of the bay window.
« How provoking—there goes my candle out—but
[ believe I can find them, however, the starlight is
so bright. Mercy upon us—what is that! The
ghost—the ghost !’

And Aunt Rebecea fled shricking down the corri-
dor, her hands clasped before her eyes, before which
was imprinted the appalling vision of a tall figure
sweeping past, all in white, with a crimson stain
at its pallid throat !

The house was aroused into an instantan2ous com-
motion— lights flashed into brightness at the various
doors, and an eager circle of inquirers surrounded
Aunt Rebecca, who evinced strong intentions of
going mnto hysterics.

“ It glided past me like a gust of wind,”” she
shrieked, replying at hazard to the questions rained
down upon her, ¢ all in white, with that dreaaful
mark of blood upon its throat. It’s a warning—I
know it’s a warning that I haven’t long to live !—
O. what shall I do ? what shall I do?”’

“ But I don’t understand what you were doing
out in the Ghost’s Corridor this time ot night?”’
interrupted Colonel Orme, staring at his sister as if
not quite certain whether this were an actual bona
Jide occurrence in real life, or merely a tragmentary
part of his last dream.

*+ Well, if vou must know,”’ said Rebecea, with
a little hysterie sob, ¢ I dropped my false tecth out
there, just at dusk, and I didn’t like to look for
them there, with Violet and Mr. Hazlewood stand-
and so .

ing by, and so

¢+ Oho, that’s it, el 7"’ said Colonel Orme, laugh-
ing. ¢ Upon my word, sisier Becky, you are rather
over particular for a woman fifty years old !”’

¢ Only forty-nive, James!”
Rebecea, with a shrill accent of indignation.

‘* But the ghost?”’ inquired Mr. Hazlewood, who
had just arrived on the scene of action, with rather
a flushed brow and embarrassed air.  Upon which
Aunt Rebecea gave way to the combined influences
of her brother’s unkind remark, and the fright of
ghost-sceing, and fairly fainted, without further
notice! According to the usual custom of woman-
kind on such occasions, Colonel Orme and all the
other gentlemen were hustled out into the hall,
while the victim of the female officials was deluged
with camphor and cologne, stifled with burnt fea-
thers, and vigorously treated with hot flannel.

‘¢ She's coming to, poor dear creature!’’ was the

interjected Miss

sued Hazlewood, smiling. ¢ Don’t start—that
noise was only the rustiing of yonder faded draper-

ies. There is something very pathetic in the idea

of that lovely girl, murdered in the solemn silence |
of the primeval old pine forests! [ can fancy the |

whole scene most vividly.”’

He paused, as if imagination were already at
work in his brain.

¢+ 1 wish you wouldn’t talk so foolishly, Mr. Ia-
zlewood,”’ sdid Aunt Rebecea, uneasily.

¢+ What are you looking for, Aunty? have you
dropped anything ? shall I call for Iarris to bring a
candle 7’ asked Violetgcoming to her aunt’s side.

¢ Nothing. nothing,’” said Miss Rebecca, with a
little embarassment in her voice. ¢ Come don’t
stay here any longer in the bitting cold, unless you
both want a week’s medicine and doctor’s visits.”

++ [t is not cold, Aunt Rebecea,” pleaded Violet,
¢« and the starlight is so beautiful oo the stone pave-
ment. Just let us wait until that fiery planet
mounts a little bigher.”’

But a preremptory summons from Colonel Orme
himself, who had just waked from a comfortable
nap beside the glowing coal fire in the Library, to
a sort of vague wonder as to ** where Rebecca and

the matter.
+« Never mind, Violet,”” whispered Mr. Hazle-

wood ; ** by and by, when your father has gone to
his room, and Aunt Rebecca is busy with her sage
tea and curl papers in her own special dormitory,

onel Orme, and I will unde 0T expla-
nations,”” interposed Charles Hazlewood, while the
cheeks of Violet grew like flame.

¢ Well, may I venture to enquire what alil this
means?”’ interrogated the bewildered colonel, when
' the library door was safely closed.
‘“ It means, sir,”” said Charles laughing, and yet

your daughter—and I, were just looking out at the
stars, in the embrasure ot the great hall window,
when we saw some one approaching with a light,
Violet went to see what the apparition meant, when
Miss Rebecca (whom it proved to be) dropped her
candle, and ran shrieking away."”’

¢ So Violet was the ghost, eh 2’ said the colonel
repressing a very strong inclination to laugh.

‘“ You sce, papa,’ interposed that young lady,
¢ ] woremy white cashmere mantle, for I was afraid
of taking cold and it was tied at th& throat witn
red ribbons, and e

“ And Aunt Rebecca took it for granted that you

'said the eolonel, archly. ¢ But allow me to ask,

pared that clder-flower wine, for my sore throat,

that’s a good girl. 1 believe I will go up to bed.”” | intrepidity in facing the ghosts deserves some reward

and be likewise supposes that his daughter must be
¢ Never mind,”’ said Miss Rebecca, who seemed 5 allowed to have her own way. Take her, Charley,

to labor under a little difficulty of articulation. ¢ I and don’t spoil her! No thanks now—but let me

x‘\tl

WOODSTOCK,

| ¢ le says,” answered Colonel Orme, *¢ that your

go and see after your aunt Rebecea.”’

'hand on the door.

¢ Well, my dear ?”’

““ Don’t tell Aunt Becky that that "

““ That you were the ghost ? Just as you please.”’

And he went, chuckling to enquire after his sis
ter’s health. There is no evidence that he ever did
betray Violet's secret; but two things may be re-
'garded as facts in the records of Alnwick Place :—
' One is that Aunt Rebecca strenuously denies the
fexistence of ghosts, and abhors the very sight of

' her niece’s white wrapper with cherry trimmings :
the other is that she is particularly caretul never to
| pass through the rolemn old haunted hall alone after
;’sunsct !

And this was ¢ positively the last appearance”
of the Ghost of Alnwick Place.

ExcrLanp as Descrigep By A Frexcu  WriTer.—
The following is an extract from an article in the
Paris Temps from the pen of M. Sherer :—

England is the classic land of liberty; and for
this reason it is a holy land—a land which fmore
than oune exile has turned to with gratitude. We
do not now speak of political institutions, but of
civil liberty, of the respect for the rights of all, of
independence ot exertion, of the space left open for
individual action, of the mildness of the laws, of
the fewness of regulations. Elsewhere, regulations
are the rule ; clsewhere liberty exists only where
it is expressly stipulated ; but in Eagland it is lib-
erty which is every where’ and always supposed.
Elsewhere civil life is encircled by a network, invis-
ible, inextricable, of restrictions; but in England
every man speaks, teaches, prints, meets, associates,
builds, travels, exercises his calling in industry and
commerce, fills the professions, carries out all his
designs, without hindrance from anything . what-
ever but the equal right of his neighbor. For the
truth of what we say, we fearlessly appeal to all
who have crossed the Channel. They may find
England monotonous, its climate sombre, its towns
ugly, its inhabitants suff, its institutions Gothic;
they may grumble and find fault as much as they
please, but there is one thing they cannot deny,
and that is that it is in England the man who loves
liberty can breathe most {rcely. France and Eng-
land are two great schools open for the instruction
of the world. In the one, more importance is given
to the perfection of the product ; 1n the other more
importance is given to the happiness of the pro-
ducer. In France a more scientifically combined
action attains with precision resolts more co-ordi-
nate. Iu Eagland, power is less concentrated, but
is more enecrgetic, and more full of life. What is
oreat with us is the thing ; what is great with our
In France, the State is
In England, ic

ncighbors is the man.
everything, and the citizen little.
is quite the contrary.

Tue way tuey Decior Cases 1xn CALIrorN1A.—A
fellow named Donks was lately tried at Yuba City
for entering a miner s tent, and seizing a bag of
gold dust, valued at eighty-four dollars. The tes-
timony showed that he had once been employed
there, and knew exactly where the owner kept his
dust; that on the night of October 19th he cut a
slit in the tent, reached in, took the bag, and then
ran off.

Jim Buller, the principle witness, testified that
he saw the hole cut, saw tlie man reach In, and
heard the manrun away.

« 1 put for him at once,’” continued the witness,
«¢but when I cotched him [ didn’t find Bill's bag ;
but it was found atterward where he had thrown
" R

Counsel for the Prisoner.—How far did he get
in when he took the dust?

Buller. —Well, he was stoopin® over-—about halt
in, I should say-

Counsel.—May it please your honor, the indict-
ment isn’t sustained, and I shall demand an acquit-
tal on direction of the court. The prisoner is on

trial for entering a dwelling in the night time with
ntent to steal. The testimony is elear that he made

about half way, and stretching out his arms, com-
mitted the theft, Dut the indictment charges that

' he actually entered the tent or dwelling.
a

a little puzzled how to proceed, ¢¢that Violet— |

Now,
honor, can a man enter a house, when only
alf of his body is in, and the other half out?
Judge.—]1 shall leave the whole matter to the jury.
ey must judge of the law and the fact as proved.
he jury brought in a verdict of “‘guilty’ as to
half of his body from the waist up, and *‘not
ity *’ as to the other half.

The judge sentenced the guilty half to two years’
imprisonment, leaving it to the priscner’s option
to have the guilty half cut off, or take it along witl
him. ‘

AN Aruy or Six Huxprep Tuovsaxp Mex.—The
Journal of Commerce thus undertakes to give an

the men to fall into line, single rank, they will
show a front of twenty-three miles. Should the
- Generalissimo wish to review his army, his charger
' must go on a smart trot, and it would require over
halfa day. This respectable army, formed in hol-
low square. would present a field of bayouets three
miles on each side, enclesing five thousand seven
hundred and sixty acres. Allowing two pounds of
provisions per diem for each man, they consume
six hundred tons a day, and drink one hundred and
fifty thousand gallons of water.”

e

A Last Look.—There is a feeling that resembles
death in the last glance we are ever to bestow on a

loved object. The girl you have treasured in yonr |
were the murdered heroine ot our family ghost-story, | secret heart, as she passes by on her wedding day, | 600, and the money paid down last Saturday.
it may be happy and blissful, lifts up her laughing |

we can have a starlight stroll through the ghost’s | young people, what you were s0 much intcrested  €yes—the symbol of her own light heart—and leaves

"

territory !

Violet gave him an arch glance, as she tripped | *‘ Well, sir,’’ said Tazlewood, ¢* T had just asked ‘ boy your father-spirit has clung to like the light o
after Aunt Rebecca into the hall which led to Colo- | her if she wouldn’t marry me--don’t run away | your existence waves his hand from the quarter deck |
| Violet—and she said *¢ Yes,”” that is if I could win as the gigantic ship bends before the breeze,

nel Orme’s brilliantly lighted library.

¢« I wish Charles Hazlewood wouldn’t remain out
¢hore *’ gaid Aunt Rebecca, anxiously. ¢¢ He will
eatch his death of agld, and hesides——

«¢ Besides what, Aunt Rahecea 2’

“ Violet,”” said the maiden lady, <« T wish you | ingly, detaining Violet, who was struggling to es- | beams are lowest, so we are always least when we
would zo down and see if the housckceper has pre-

T i

' her father’s consent.’’
|« Well 2

! ““ And I would like to know what her father says §

iin that look, darkness and desolation forever. The

the
' $ears have dimmed his eyes, for, mark—he moves
 his fingers over them—and this isa last look.

———@—

| |
| to the proposition?”’ added the young man laugh-| As the shadow of the sun is largest when his

cape.

make oursclves the greatcst.

N, B., SATURDAY, J

““ Papa !’” whispered Violct, as Le rose, with his |

an opening, through which he protruded himself

idea what an army of 600,000 men is:—*¢ Assuming |

f
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The pulse of children is 180 per minute ; at pu-
| berty, 80 and at 60, 1t is only 0U.

The average weight of a man’s brain is 34 1bs.,
while that of a wowman’s is only 2 lbs. 11 oz.

There ig iron enough in the blood of 42 men to
make a ploughsbare weighing 24 1bs.

Atems , Foveign

A Gas Company and an Oil merchant have becen

The merchant has obtained the

In

ton, Canada West.
contract at £11.50 per annum for each lamp.
St. Juhn they pay $20 for each lamp.

To remove the stains on spoons caused by using
them for boiled egg, take a little common salt moist
between the thumb and finger. and briskly rub the
'stain which will soon disappear.

The accounts of the Lumber market brought by
the last mail give no promise of improvement.

In Pennsylvania great loss has been caused by
floods—property worth many mullions of dollars and
several lives.

The following are the ages of celebrated men now
living. John Bright, 51 ; Lord Brougham, 84 :—
Richard Cobden, 62 ; Cruikshank, 68 ; Dickens, 50;
Garibaldi, 55 ; Gavazzi, 53 ; Kossuth, 56 ; Mazzi-
ni. 53 ;: Palmerston, 78 ; the Pope, 70 ; Spurgeon,
28 ; Tennyson, 52; Cardinal Wiseman, 60.

The London Times of the 31lst of May quotes
Canadian 6 per cent. securities from 108 to 111 ; —
Nova Scotian 109 to 111, and New DBrunswick (ronm|
107 to 108.

Experience has fully demonstrated the fact, that
sheep will do much better on our old, long grassed
pastures, and better keep down bushes, briers, &e.,
than cattle. Besides, they will winter on a poorer
quality of hay, 1f they are regularly fed with a mod-
erate allowance of grain or roots.

Federal officers who have been prisoners in Ala-
bama report the South ** one vast plantation of corn
and potatoes, there being only enough cotton grow-
ing for seed.”

There are seventy rivers in Canada in which sal-
mon 18 caught. About 10,000 barrels of this fish
are annually exported from the Bay of Chaleur.

English bar and bolt iron is selling at Liverpool
for £5 10 (about &27) per tun. The best Stafford-

Y 4

shire is sclling at £27.

Scoteh pig iron is selling at Glasgow at about
&13 per tun.

The German ocean has recently overflowed 19,-
000 acres of fertile land in Norfolk Couaty, Eng-
land. :

The Imperial Government has consented to fur-
nish the Canadian Militia with arms and accoutre-
ments.

Late Canadian papers complain bitterly of the
drought—ecrops are suffering severely.

More than a thousand passengers for Eurone left
New York on Saturday week last.

Venice is not represented at the Internationa! Fx.
hibition, because the citizens have refused to allow
their manufacturces to be mixed up with those of the
Austrian Enpire.

The New York World's Washington despatch
has a rumor that the French Minister, Mercier, has
engaged a passage for Europe in the steamer follow-
ing Lord Lyons. The departure of these Ministers
18 supposed to be connected with the civil war now
going on in the States.

A firm in Sheffield, England, produces every week
twenty tons of steel hoops for ladies® skirts. It is
estimated that enough crinoline has been manutac-
tured in that city to encircle the globe several times.

Two steamers sailed from New York for Liverpool
last week with £1,755,000 in specie.

A demand for siiver for China and Japan has en-
hanced the price of that metal, and occasioned an
exportation of gold from England to pay for the sil-
ver oblained from the continent.

The ships of war now in Halifax harbourare to |
proceed to sea at an early day, for the purpose of
practising target firing.

The Boston Journal says, it is reported from |
Washington that Jackson, in his retreat from the
Shenandoah Valley, has taken more prisoners from
us than we have from him.

It is said that Hayti and Liberia, now that they
are recognizel as nations by the United States, will
send w/ute wmen as their representatives to Washing-
ton.

The Confederates have two steal plated rams near-
ly ready for launching at Charleston.

The Confederates now have 75,000 effective troops
at Richmond.

There is a startling rumor of an attempt to be
made by recently purchased Confederate privateers
' to capture the California steamers.

The wheat harvest began in Kentucky last week.
Accounts say the crop has suffered greatly from the
recent heavy rains.

The sum of &15,941.76, was collected at the
Custow House, Quebee, on the Gth inst.

The whole number of rebel prisoners received at
Camp Douglas, near Chicago, amounts to 9472, ol
which 510 bhave died, leaving 8962 who are still in
coufinement.

A rat hunt took place in Washington county,
Pa., last week, and tourteen thousand nine hundred |
of the vermin were killed.

Notice has been given to the various churches in

competing for lighting the street lamps in Hawil-|

Washington, without regard to denomination, that |

: . s cel
their edifices will be used for military hospitals if |
necessary.

Applicants for composition under the recent eman-
| cipation act value their slaves at from $100 to
| &1500.

| A correspondent of a London periodical enquiries
| when postage stumps were first introduced in FEag- |
'land.  Another correspondent replies that they |
;werc first issued in London by an order from the|
' Lords of the Treasury on the 6th of May, 1840.and |
' were gradualily exten led throughout the Kingdom,
| but properly stamped letters passed free from any |
| part of the country. I'wo kinds were issued—pen-
ny in black, and twopenny in blue ink.

(
| One of the military band was drowned while ba- |
; thing in the St. John River, Fredericton, on Satur- |

He was a young wman,
(and we learn much respected.

'day morning the Lith inst.

An Halifax exchange says, we understand that a
‘claim at Nine Mile River, occupied by the discove-
' rer, a man not over blessed with the good things of
' this mundane sphere, was sold to an American—
probably the represeutative ofa Company—for $20,

| The Londoners have discovered a method of ex-
| tracting turpentine from petroleum, and say it can
' thus be obtained at one third the price that has
been heretofore paid for the same article from the!
(Carolinas.

Changeable fire screen :—Draw a landscape on
| paper, with India Ink, representing a winter scene, |
‘or mere outline, the foliage is to be painted with
| muriate of ecobalt for the green, acetate of cobalt for
| blue, and muriate of copper for yellow, which, when
'dry, will all be invisible. Put the screen to the fire
and the gentle warmth will occasion the flowers, &e.
to display themselves in their natural colors, and
wiater 1s changed to spring.

Lvery tunc wlcn

THE FUTURE OF TIIE PROVINCE.
[Continued from our last.]
The first and second resolutions of the series hav-

| ing by consent been agreed to, the third, relating

0o Denominational School Grants h(fing committed :

Hon. M. Kixyear.—Your honors musi be indeb-
ted to my hon. and learned friend for these resolu-
tions, and for the able and admirable manner in
which be has introduced thew. le has added to
his usunl lueid dietion that which is not at all usual

with bim, and which 18 seldom heard in this hall, |

to illuminate the dry statistics in which we com-
monly indulge, the charm of the imaginative ; he
has entertained us with an allegory or illustration,
running so remarkably in parallel lines with the
facts and positions which he wishes to establish,
that the allusions were perfectly manifest. I am
greatly pleased to find these resolutions presented
not as a party quesiion, or to attack or disturb the
government, so that 1 feel mysell delivered from
shackles, which more or less affect my mind when-
ever any question before us has such a bearing ;
and my hon. friend, having brought forward these
resolutions in a calm manuer, entirely consistent
with his profession of having no party object in
view—I conless I hail them as something new,
yet entirely in accordance with the powers
of this branch of the Legislature. 1t is well
known that we had no power to originate or
even amend any bill, wherein there is any measure
or thing affecting the people. The great principle
of Magna Charta has conferred that power entirely
on the people.  The consequence of this is, we are
prevented from taking up any measure hy bill but
such as essentially excludes the question of raising
money ; and, as all business of any importance in
the cogntry aecquire their efliciency from the in-

trodaction of the pecuniary clauses, our share of

the business of the Legislature is less than it ought
to be. It is theretore a matter of congratylation to
see this comprehensive subject now produced for
our deliberations ; and the discussion of it T hope
may be ol some benefit to the country. A few years
ago Lord Brougham took exactly the same course
in the Lords, by introduecing a number c¢f resolu-
tions on the question of redacing, as he degired, the
paper daty, which was then being agitated in the
House of Commons and throughout the country.
This showed that the mode taken, as it was not
objected to in any quarter, was the true way to in-
fluence the other branch, in exercising their un
doubted right of raising, lessening, or abolishing
taxes of any kind,  For the purpose then of influ-
encing the Government on this i1mportant point ol
economy in the public expenditure, and consequent-
ly the amount of revenue to be raised ; and for the
yurpose of forming, with the aid ot the press, and
of the intelligent and influential classes of the peo-

ple, a wholesome public opinion, the resolations |

now before your honors are just such as we are
called upon calmly and without party spirit to dis-
cuss and pass, if they deserve our sanction. [ hold

that it is by means of a well formed pablic opinion, |

that not only bave the most important changes in
the British Constitution been eflected, but when
so effected they are seldom reversed. Tt is well
known that Mr. Villiers was about six years bring-
ing forward in the House of Comwmons his annual
resolution for abolishung the Corn Lows, and even
with the aid of that powerlul press, the Timnes, it
took all that time to effect a ehange in the publie
mind, but when the necessity for iheir alteration
had by that time ripened into this publie opinion,
Sir. Robart Peel, with his usual statesmanship, and

doubtless himseif convineed of the necessity of the |
change, assumed the initiative, and established free |

trade in corn. This I consider a good 1illustration
ot the manner in which the opinions of the great
mass of the most intelligent of the people of the
United Kingdom became the foundation of wise and
permanent legislation. This IIouse is now about
to throw 1ts modicum of whatever influence it may
command into the scale ; and [ may offer a few gen-
eral remarks, upon these resolutions now.

The two main points presented are these—The
country being heavily in debt—and the necessity of
economy in our expenditure. Of the first there
can be no doubt; and the second scarcely needs ar-
cument. 1f as so ingeniousiy allegorized, the head
ol a family finds himself deficient 1n resources, and
is a prudent man, his first step will be forthwith to
decrease his expenditare.

Country 15 detailed in the resolutions and more
fully particularised in the speech of my learned
friend. With regard to the debt there is no doubt
that almost the whole of it has been caused by the
building of the Railroad from St. John to Shediac ;
for our debt appearing now to be nearly £1,400.-
000, and there having been no more than about
£250,000 of general debt, it followed that the rail-
way has cost us something over £1,000,000. This
with our small population and limited resources is
somewhat serious ; but it is a gratifying considera-
tion that for this large sum of money we have as
fine a piece of Railroad as is perhaps to be found in
any part of the world ; and certainly T do think
that if we had anything of magnitude to be accom-
plished in this Province, it ought to be well done,
and then it is worth paying for, even though that
might be at a high rate. Besides this we have a
Railroad now which connects the Bay of Fundy
with the Gulf ot St. Lawrence, running through

three or four of the most populous counties of the |

Provinee, and extending in its northern part to the
borders ot counties considered to be well adapted
for the production of wheat. Much more than all
these is the fact that it may be deemed to be the
aeucleus of lines ot railwav which I trust will at no
distant day connect with Capada, whose population
and extent of territory so absorbs in the Dritish
mind all thought ot these lower Provinces that the
whole pass under that name, just as ]‘}ngland fre-
quently means the United Kigdom. Whether that
counection be by the northern route, or by a mid-
dle ove along the valley of the St. John through
some pass in the Tobique Chain, or by striking the
St. Andrew’s and Quebec line, now almost reaching
to Woodstock, it will, when the auspicious day
arrive for this Provinee, be hailed with great satis-
faction as making them one people geographically
considered, and soon also I trust, to unite them po-
litically, having one common Parhament mecting
at one central place, and retaining power as regards
their own loeal affairs, like that of the Dritish Par-
limment over the DBritish Empire ; not making the
sad mistake which with their terrible slave system

' nursed into enormous magnitude, the neighboring

country has made, ot their numevous sovereigh

states independant of the general Government 1g |

everything except that which has been yielded up
to it, a double mistake, indeed, which has led to
the grievous calamity under which they are now
suffering. But the United power should be such as
may be exercised at any time, penetrating 1nto the

inces.
nies thus united, becoming soon four or five mil-

lions of people, connceted by railways, and also |

with the United States by an extension of the one

'at St. John,—holding fast its British connection :
' with the representa[ivc of royalty from the mother
| country at its head, they should then be prepared

to understand the true nature and utility of Res-
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plmril})lt: Government ; th(f.‘,’ will rise above thelr |
littleness, and feeling themselves to be an integral

and important part of the British Empire, sectional
jealousies and petty differences would no longer or
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but partially exist, and the whole people will learn’|

to act in a great measure in accordance with the

greatness of their position. - ne
again hear of that baneful word ** annexation’’—
of whieh indeed the lesson now betore those who
thus talked a few vears azo, has doubtless complete-
ly cured them. We should hear no more of the
.:ll('('l' :l“,jlin-t rr_ﬂ;h;nncn or t}l :Lrhl»)cl‘.l'k'}', ;~'n.nc-
times 1ndulged in, in 1mitation of a neighboring

people, who are unable to endure the terms ** My |

Lord or Your Grace, or my Lord Duke,”’ at the
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their +* Generals and Colonels and
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The mode in wineh that |
may be brought about by the Government of this
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most remote town or parish of any or all the Prov- | T'reasurers of the outports.

With these British North American Colo- g

n we shall never |
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Hovorables and Squires,”” are every where plenti-
fully bestowed.  Wheun at times I read of or hear
l a sncer, I cannot conceal my surprise and disgust
‘that men should have profited so little in reading
British Ilistory as to write or speak of her noble-
‘wen with any degree of contempt! One cannot
 hielp thinking of the Barons of England by whom,
Lon the little 1sland of Runnymede in the Thames,
' the tyrannie King John was eompelled to the.
(ireat Charter of England’s Lberties, which re-
maius untouched to this day, and whose most val-
|ued privilege was that no taxes could be ruised but
by the consent of the people.  And passing on t0 a
| more recent period in Biitish History, we find Lord
| Gray at the head ol the government in 1830, when
' the Relorin Bill was carried, enlarging the power
Lof the people, and with subsequent wise reforms,
| producing such a state of satistaction throughout
the United Kingdom, that when the storm of 1848
swept over Furope, drove monarehs from their
f thrones, and earried revolution and dismay over Al
' most every part ot the continent, Britain stood as a
rock, untainted and untouched, the refuge and the
‘asylum of all, whether crowned heads or humble

|

| victiws, who fled from those distracting sgenes. It
'was Lord John Russell also, a noble descendant

'from a noble stock of Freemen, the House of Bed-
3 ford, who carried the Bill through the Comumons ,
‘and it was the present Earl of Derby, then Lord
 Stanley, who carried a measure of yet greater im-
portance through the same Ifvuse, at the additional
charge on the country of £20,000,000, when the
National debt was already nearly £800,000,000—a
measure of humanity and justice, by which the
emancipition of the slaves was efiected in the West
Indies, and then every part of the soil of the whole
wide spread British Empire became, like the soil of
Eungland itself, unpolluted by the tread of slavery,
and uncontaminated by & system more unjust, more
immoral, and more inhuman than any other under
the sun. Having cooled their anchor in this soil,
let them never withdraw it or drift away amid the
rocks and shoals of untried speculation. When al-
so that union of the Colonies shall take place, ma

we 1ot hope that the benefits and blessings of & hig

Collegiate Education wiil be more prized, and men
will be unwilling to mingle in a Parliament of two
or three hundred gentlemen, without exhibiting the
intelligence, the information and refinement which
the highest order of education confers.—Indeed the
native tendency of Education is to refine, to purify,
and to alleviate the human mind, and when it falls
short ot that effect, it is because of some controlling
evil in the individual, which has overcome its legit-
imate inflaences. We shall then also be a content-
ed and happy people, as indeed I firmly believe we
are now ; bat with the enlargement of our minds
will probably be an increase of our happiness.—
Then also =hall this new system of Responsible
Government be adapted to the wants of the coun-
try, when 1t has a larger field on which to operate.
And this leads me to glance for a moment at two
points of view from which this system may be
deemed advantageous in the Colonies ; first, because
it is an epitome of the English Parliamentary gov-

'ernment, so called, the Governor as the Represen-
| tative of Royalty, governing by his Executive in
cand through the Provincial Parliament, according
| to the well understood wishes of the people ; and
' secondly, because the harrassing and incessant ap-
| plications to the Howme Government, respecting all
! manner of grievances are now unknown ; but what-
Lever is local is left to the Colony without the slight-
est interference, and what 18 Iimperial in its policy
the Governor points out and reserves for the atten-
tion of the Colonial Secrctary, while the Governor
himso!f remains also clear from molestation so long
as he fairly carries out the system. It is not there-
tore Responsible Government, nor Departmental
Government, which T said anything against, al-
though I have suffred by it, nor has my hon. and
learned friend, but it was simply the extent to
which the Departmental system was carried. Here
with a Legislature consisting of about sixty-five
persons, ol those no less than six are of the
Executive and the heads of departments, and one
more the Railway Commissioner, not political, and
of the Legislature, but as he appears always to go
out both here and in Nova Secotia with his party,
there may be said to be seven departmental and po-
litical offices with only this number of Legislators.
In England there are of the Commonsjand Lords
about 800, and then as the Cabinet contained only
about twelve heads of departments, of whom even
some of these are in the Lords, we have the
extraordinary disparity between the two as one for
every nine with us and with the Imperial Parlia-
' ment only one for every sixty. They are as follows :
| First Lord of the Treasury, Lord High Chancellor,
' Lord President of the council, Lord Privy Seal,
'First Lord of the Admiralty, Chancellor of the Ex-
'chequer, three principle Secretaries ol State—viz,
' Howe Department, Foreign Affairs, For the Colo-
'nies, and one or more of the following ; Chancellor
'of the Duchy of Lancaster, Chief Commissioner of
' Woods and Forests, Seeretary at War, Master Gen-
'eral of the Ordunance, Post Master General, Master
'of the Mint, Chief Secretary for Ireland. This nos
‘only shows that there is too great an amount of
“in{luence and all exerted in one branch where the
'electlve principle prevails | while to represent the
Crown in the House, explain the acts, and manage
' the affiirs of the Province, it is evident that only
two or three can be necessary according to this
| proportion. Now 1t was not, as has been remarked
the Government of 1343, of which my hon. and
'learned triend was a member as well as myself,
which had commenced the Departmental system of
' Government in this Province, ﬁut Earl Grey, who,
' when he was Colonial Secretary, in order to place
‘all the Colonies on the same footing, by a despatch
directed Sir K lmand Head to inaugurate the system,
and mke of heads of Departments the Provincial
Sccretary, the Attorney General, and perkaps the
| Despatah said the Solicitor General, and therefore I
was taken into the Government ; since which time,
owing to circumstances, the Surveyor General was
included, and subsequent Governments have estab-
lished a Board of Works, a Postmaster General,
(made by the present Government, on a resolution
by a private member, and first appomnted by its
successors,) and a Chief Commissioner of Railways.
I did think that a better model could not be found
of a well conducted office than that of the Treasury
at St. John. The gentlemen at its head is une
wearied in the zeal with which his varied and
arducus duties were performed, and his construc-
tion of doubttul points on the Tariff was in almost
every instance so correct, that the Law Officers of
the Province,when I was one of them, seldom had
any reason to differ from him. That office was on
'a tenure of good behaviour, which means for lfe,
'unless there be meapacity or misconduct, and n
' consequence it remained unassailed in the hotttest
time of political warfare, getting in the public mo-
‘ney, the greatest part of which was collected in St.
' John, and receiving the returns of all the Depaty
it is my opinion the
Post Office Dnpartment might again be placed on
| the same advantageous footing, and with mueh ad.
vantage to this question of eccnomy, be restored to
‘the present head of the St. John branch, Lkeeping
him on the like tenure of good behaviour. [ have
always thought there was no necessity for two offi-

| ces constituting the Board of Works and the Chiet

Commissioner of Railways, and -without pointing
out in what manner these should be reconstructed,
it is evident that one officer and one deparment
should embrace the whole, and should not be polit-
ical. Asregards the Surveyor General and Solieitor
(ieneral they ought both be made uon-political with
‘advantage to the efficieney of the public sepvice.
Remembering that Lord Grey's Despateh left this
last office doubtful, as to its pelitical character, it
mayv be remarked that i{ the collection of the Rev-
lenue due on Bonds were entrusted t@ this officer,
and he removed {rom the sphere of politics, it would
add to a very inadequate income 2nd ensure the sa(ctg
of outstanding debts, of the recovery of whigch sac

a poor prospect has been generally entertained.
leaving the Attorney General with his large [salary
| to atteud to the politicel Lusucsy and advising the
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