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Hon. Charles Fisher on Confederation.
 ‘no constitutional power to Legislate. 

On MM 
| TI had always entertained just fears with refer=! 

spectable eatherine of ladies and centlemen, fro: | ence to the accomplishment of this scheme and a | 

; " ga gentlemen, from | coe otory solution of the difficulties which appear- 

countay- as well as town, in the Hall of the Insti- ' ad to surround its working in detail, but, at the 

Fisher, ex-!| Conference, had the happiness of beholding those 

of | difficulties and fears dispelled, and as, surrounded 

by gentlemen representing not only each of the 

rovinces, but,as well, all their important interests, 

Lieut. Col. Baird was called upon to preside, and | we discussed the various matters with a determina- 

prepareG to lay our common differ- 

ences on the common altar of our common Countr
y, 

[ was greatly impressed with the moral an
d political | 

srandeur of the event we were laboring to consu- 

n and I felt that at last I was about to realize 
No event of 

f 
\ 
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' . «8 1 
nday evening there was a large and re- 

tute, to listen fo the address of hon. C. 

planatory of the great question, Confederation 
{ 

the ProYigices. 

he ina very few remarks introduced Mr. Fisher. | tion to agree, 

In reporting the address we shall adopt the first 

person, not only because we propose to make it as] 

nearly as practicable verbatim, but also because it I mate, 
; 

is more convenient so to write and read it: the dreams of my past political lite. > event 

TR > STP : 71 modern times can at all compare with this Conter- | 

Mr. Fisher said: Mr. Chairman, Ladies or | ence. It will stand out in all future time as a po-| 

ee nl hi the outset od mmyoelf ne 't litical epoch in the history of the 19th century ; 

wes rm Cok oe terms of the handbills in Which {554 ypon no event will the Listorian of this Coun- | 
- NYY 10) TY OV svt AYO 1a SUI IN( - nonn-! R . _ ’ . : | 

my appearance beior vou this evening is ani bh ‘try dwell with more delight. Since the long par-/| 

ced. * I am not, in the ordinary acceptation of the | yim pe "ho event, save the landing of the Pilgrims, | 

term, a lecturer, | | and the assembling of the first Congress of the uni-
 

™ ar brs naw 
| . - " ’ oe . . . DRE 

Tlie popular lecturer : EYER "| ted Colonies, can compare with it. It is impossi- 

wit, and repetition of anecdote, to gain Lhe Passing | pr, to read the narrative of events connected with | 

atfention of lis audience. Tam a grave man, Ta-| 4, assembly of the first congress, in 1775, on the | 

ther given to serious consideration of important to-f oo esha revolution, and that of the second con-| 
~1 4 Lor ro fh Y Ln a7 we 4 INS ii . -— - 2) Z = al Re es & 

pics and, therefore, from ti apparent Le sil 1 gress, in 1787, after twelve years of war and peace, | 

sng manntt nay sa FR Eore ey I. which had proved the ineficiency of the then ex-| 

have yipided YO HO 7 hago £9 Ame of my II ak] isting constitution, to form the Federal govern
ment | 

hefp fo sddtess you, Bok Ey od # Lon to speak | iihout feelings of the deepest emotion. I have 
Py TORS We ( < ¢ stil acquire . 4 § - Q OO! | 

to strangers, not feeling Jpat J had suil to aeq dp read with thrilling interest the accounts of the | 

here a position and character, cither as 1 public coming together of the great men, from the various | 

speaker or as a public man, to recommend me to FET AG rv— Washineton from his retire- 

OBE attention. : Situated as I have been since my pera L118 sami
 mye BE his nil 

. - . . [¢ b) ’ 

o ha ane ne N 3 y ~ x + . 

ge 9 roo Sianada ) hing here. i nas others from the North, to the meeting of Congress 

yrofessional duties resting upon me, 1 have neitaer| . ppiadely The feelines evinced by the peo- 

the leisure or the freedom of mind to enable me to at Philadelphia. ak 5 1 y : B 

og PR Li dll dice Sat. ai ple who greeted these great men, on their way, has 
wp Sim E TOTO! : y( 3 ’ ( <Ure 3 . us . Hy 

discuss this great su eid o pr ar = Sing been graphically portrayed, but language fails to | 

Ff Pie. not proseRs the fac ~ de gee = h 4 depict their emotions, and we can understand bet- 

sefore you with eloquence, I may doit m such aj. ¢ap describe how intensely the heart of the 

manner as shall command for them your considera-| ob 4. people was then moved. That Congress 

tion and support. Those who call upon the people met at Philadelphia to form a government for three 

of this country to change et i yg co millions of people ; we met in Conference at Cana- 

cal structure acr w v Hey and 1¢1r » Z a ¥ . 0 be 

Lhe, pps yy EY SL  — 28 Resmi CBE da to — a posing wp? mg should be 

AL8 3 I< > Ad © gC S C N 4 . ££ . “11: . o 2 c » i Bo 

: - . # P united four mithons of peopic O ie same race 

to be prepared to give good reasons for proposing RARE . 5 had violently sev od 
Ly prop: of ATER Ru Tay ie is language and religion. hey had violently severe 

such change. ittle anticipated w ere aT LT Sy iv Bogs 

September that i should csi, sole been to Canada — RR 
- ce pcos 

s one of the deleoates to the Conference, but hav- RO WE , © m 

aq gace = $%, os i = a 3 Kis could reconcile themselves to the severance. They 
» » 1 » YY » $ Te Fr. ( p 'S - vn . We . 

mg iy ’ ee rg rig oi) Ns ais of 45 endured all the poignance of feeling and bitterness 

7m ii RIFT = wit ides oe which the violence of the shock produced. Fresh 

ee ap a0 hg Ie brant: te Ba LEN the 1ebound they turned aside to settle their 

other: as an event most desirable to occur, i cou! 08” gg penn We ibid totaal BIOs 
: new form of government. ¢ wet mn times of pro 

not, when called upon by the government refuse to found peace “without any external pressure 4 ra 

. . ip . . . . 4 nN 

accept the mission, and take part in the discussion | QR 4 ahi . Se hho 

as 4, hl best to achieve that grand object. I was ever, under the protection of i. grease : 

- Bl i: pte Ch S09 the world ever saw, before whose greatness Rome 

aware that questions of vast moment to these Pro- 

vinees must come up; I knew that difficulties must 
in her palmiest days pales. They came together 

: : foo ; to secure the permanance of the severance, and to 

beset the way in the course of the deliberations, 

but I am not, never have been, the man to fear 
dif- 

provide for their new relations. We met to pro- 

TL : 1-1 Vide for the perpetuation of our existence under the 

ficulties; I have had my share of such but am still 

as healthful, have as much energy and determina- 
old flag, and to lay the foundation of a free govern- 

tion of purpose as ever. Difficulties! how, but 
ment in these nothern colonies, in connection with, 

a gs? and being a reflex of, that of Britain. 

throuch difficulties, have our present constitutional 
! TORE PE I 
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principles been obtained When we first sought Having considered the character, 1 now turn to 

td introduce Responsible Government were we not 
the objects of the Conference. Moved by a com- 

followed from poll te poll throughout the country, mon impulse to provide for mutual defence, we con- 

taunted with wishing to change the constitution of ceived that object could be best obtained by union. 

ofr country, and make it like that of the United Conscious that whether by the proposed federation 
’ 3 5 4 5 . 2p : & 18 2 i 

States: called rebels, and denounced as wishing to | Or 
IN 1 way gta ere 

sdver connection with the parent state. But we and that we had not hitherto contributed toward 

have outlived those prejudices; have seen the | OY defence in proportion to the rights we enjoy, 

aoticht for reforms established, at the very bottom and to our national obligations; we knew that at 

of which was accountability of the Executive ; have the pe a wr sa be a of = 

lived to see them in operation in all the other Wes- self totally insufficient or oy purpose, yet t 1at the 

tern Colonies, and being introduced as well into people would most cheerfully contribute to the ex- 

the Eastern, binding them all more closely with tent of their means. We were convinced that evin- 

the bonds of affinity to the parent state; and heard cing such a disposition, and shewing ourselves pre- 

sbme of the very men then so bitter in their oppo- pared to do all in our power, the whole strength of 

sition warm and loud in their praise of the new the Empire would be put forth to sustain us. I 

and better system. I profess to be a politician, and do not anticipate any difliculty with the neighbor 

to have strong feclings with regard to these con- ing republic, but the unsettled condition of our bor- 

stitutional principles for the establishment of which | der Mp h eo
why E igre ire and 

1 bave long strugaled and, thercfore, when I speak | # cause X — 
cs icitude to 2 ho: Shatin Glovern= 

of contemplated reforms I am irresistably led to|ment. Moved by a COMMON esire to extend our 

refer to the past and to draw some moral therefrom | trade and com
mercial relations, we felt the neces- 

bi which to be guided in the future. I claim the sity for a wider field of action tor this interchange 

vivileze thus to refer to my own peculiar views of our commodities, and extension of our trade.— 

honestly, not for the purpose of reflecting upon those We have now five separate 
tariff’s, as many differ 

entertained by others not with the desire of inter- ent customs establishments, each with fiscal 
regula- 

fering with their opinions, but in order to show my tions pogauec to ple og es as a restraint 

unabated faith in mv own. When Lord Durham | 2Pon each ot i ,—stifling the Lo onial mind, and 

proposed that change in the then future government cramping the Colonial energies. To New Bruns- 

of the country, which resulted in the establishment 
wick or any of the maritime Provinces we offer 3,- 

of-Respousible Government, he, among other things, 000,000 of new customers, with whom to trade and 

suggested that there should be an Inter-colomal for whom to manufacture. To Canada we offer 

railroad constructed, and that the Provinces should 
1,000,000. Our country abounds with water pow- 

be united, and these two grand ideas have always ©" and cheap facilities for manufacturing purposes. 

been promiuent in my mind since I have been in| Our rivers afford convenient modes of access to the 

political life, and these 1 have alvays advocated ;| Ocean and of transit through the Province, but not- 

always presented to the people of this Province as 
withstanding that nature has made these rich pro- 

greatly to be desired in their consummation. These, visions, from the want of a suitable market there is 

t00,-were favorite themes of the present Judge Wil-{ NO inducement for the expenditure of capital, in the 

mot when he was in politics. I wish I could again erection and maintenance of manufactures and, as 

hear as I have keard his voice raised in behalf of | a consequence, our raw material is carried abrogd 

them. Never have I heard from any one, or in any 
—-even our sheep pelts are continually being car- 

country, appeals of such thrilling eloquence as from ried out of the country—there to be manufactured, 

him when, in our early days of public life, he advo- giving labor and living to foreigners. Our people 

cated a Union of the Colonies, either in the House | are wanting neither in energy or enterprise, but 

of Assembly or while we stumped the County of their field of labor is too contracted to give proper 

York together. 1t has been said by some that the room for the exercise of either. The connection of 

Conference was altogether unauthorized, I hope no | @ Poor with a rich country must of necessity Rene 

liberal has ever made that remark, because we lib- | fit the former. As an illustration, take Scotland, 

erals are rather disposed to pride ourselves upon which has so greatly increased in all the elements 

constitutional principles, and to regard with becom- 
of wealth and industrial progress since her union 

ing respect the just perogative of the Crown; and | with England. 

I hope it ‘ever will remain one of these pero- Every one must have observed the rapid strides 

atives. to call to its assistance the sérvices of any | made by Canada in the short time sinee her union, 

dividual ‘when wanted. The Conference was | a little over twenty years, in the developement of 

constitutionally authorized. Tlow was it appointed ? | her resources; the improvement of her agricultu- 

Phe Governor General, the Lighest executive offi- | ral interest ; the increase of her manufactories and 

ror in the North American Provinces—the Queen's | the extension of her commerce. She has been en- 

immdiate representative—with the assent and ap-| abled, thereby, to complete her canals, and to 

prgbation and. in all probability, by the cammand | secure that extension of her inland navigation, for 

of the Queen, directed the Governors of the several | the transit of heavy freights to the ocean. She has 

Provinces to call upon a certain number of gentle- | been enabled to construct over 2,000 miles of rail- 

t quite a different sort of man. 11 
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secks by the expenditure of 
| 

hs 

| control the local affairs of the separate portions of 

all p 

THE CARLETON SENTINE 

impetus to emigration and settlement. What a 

field for our lawyers and public men; it Will pro- 

mote greater competition and secure a higher order | 
assemblies, | Instead of small provincial 

we shall have the representatives of millions, an 

arena in which shall be displayed the btightest in- 

tellects and varied talents of the chosen men from 

arts of the Confederacy. It will raise men 

from mere politicians to the dignity of statesmen ; 

it will generate a more vigorous public opinion, and 

a more vigorous press, acting upon public men and 

reflecting back the public mind. To attain these 

ends, and develope our vast material interests, free 

government is necessary. lurn to many countries 

where nature has lavished her favors with most 

bounteous hand : where the best products of nature 

grow spontaneously ; with elemental wealth of un- 

told value, but where, from the nature of the gov- 

ernment and the character of the people, wealth 

dare not seek an investment, and where life and 

property are insecure. Do you want an illustration 

of what free government does, look at England, 

mark how her history has been the history of the 

developement of agricultural, manufacturing and 

commercial progress, until the clear annual sur- 

plus of the national saving has reached a fabulous 

sum. Whatever she is, may be attributed to the 

energy of her people fostered by free institutions. 

The United States, previous to the war, presents 

another illustration of the same principle, and her 

capacity to provide for all the unexpected demands 

of the present war is only an additional proof of 
her rapid progress in the past. 

We desired to lay the foundations of a good gov- 

ernment with a strong and vigorous executive. We 

have the sympathies of the British people, who feel 

an interest and pride in our work. ~The intelligent 

men in the United States look with favor upon our 

efforts, who, while they have much to deplore in 

the present unhappy state of their country, and 

anxiously await the result of that trial through 
which they are now passing, still wish us God speed 

in our endeavors to establish a new ani powerful 

Federation. After resolving that it was desirable 

to form a Confederation under the British Crown, 

it was agreed, for the purpose of securing good gov- 

ernment and perpetuating British connection, to 

adopt the British Constitution as a model. What- 

ever differences of opinion existed in the minds of 

the members of the Conference, on other points, 

they were all actuated by the foregone conclusion 

that British connection must be maintained. This 
question was not deemed debateable. All were of 

opinion that if the Colonies remained separate they 
must necessarily ultimately fall into the resistless 

maw of American democracy. So long as they re- 

mained separate the commercial as well as social 

relations between the several Provinces and the 

United States were gradually drawing them to- 

gether by the strongest of ties, common interest.— 

By uniting, the Provinces would feel a common in- 

terest in each other, and becoming one power in 

connection with the parent state, would necessarily 

receive a larger measure of consideration and re- 

card from the British Government and people. In 

framing the Constitution they had not only the ex- 

perience of the working of the British Constitution 

but, as well, the Federal Constitution of the United 

States, and were thus in a position to adopt any 
portion of it which might seem desirable, and to 

avoid any imperfections which had been discovered 

in it. In adopting the British Constitution as a 
model, we knew that where it had been established 

it had secured as great an amount of political liber- 

ty as the people required; that though it was the 

growth of ages, such was its elasticity, it had adap- 

ted itself to every age, to every country, and every 

condition of things; it had made Britain the very 

sanctuary of freedom; it had maintained its posi- 

tion as a great power on the earth when the gov- 

ernments of continental Europe were borne down 

with the revolutionary tornadoes which had passed 

over the continent. We desired to give the mo- 

narchical principle a fair trial on this continent; in 

the language of Mr. McGee “ to mix tradition with 

progress,” to unite chivalry with modern utilitari- 

anism ; to bind together the Gothic characteristics 

of the past with the fresher inspirations of the pres- 

ent. I now come to the immediate work ot the 

Conference. After due deliberation they were en- 

abled unanimously to agree; there were several 

things in the Constitution which 1 should prefer to 
have otherwise ; and no doubt other members had 

similar objections, but as a whole I considered it an 

extraordinary result, and regarded it as a great 
achievement that we should have been enabled to 
frame a constitution, that would receive the unani- 

mous approbation of the whole convention. It must 
not be supposed that the only difficulties in the 
way of giving effect to the constitution existed .in 

New Brunswick ; each Province had difficulties pe- 

culiar to itself, and the other delegates supposed the 

arrangements made with regard to New al 

were so favorable as to make it less difficult in car- 

rying it here than in any other Province. There 

had been difficulties in Upper Canada, but public 
opinion was evidently changing. It was supposed 

that Lower Canada would offer the greatest obsta- 
cles arising from the difference of races, still we be- 
lieved there were leading patriotic men in that 
country who would be enabled to induce its adop- 

tion, and you must bear in mind that in reserving 

to the different Provinces the control of affairs 

purely local, and the maintenance of their peculiar 

institutions, was a provision of peculiar import in 
its application to Lower Canada, whose laws, in- 
stitutions and language are specifically retained 

fog her local control. The Conference agreed to 

recommend a Federal Union, comprising the two 

Canada’s, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince 

Edward Island, with a general government charg- 

ed with matters common to all, and local govern- 

ments with local matters, applicable to each Pro- 

vince; with provisions for the admission of New 

Foundland, the north west territory, British Colum- 
bia and Vancouvers Island. 

The Conference then agreed to recommend the 
following as the terms of the Constitution :—That 

the Chief Iixecutive authority should exist in the 

Sovereign of Great Britain or her representative, 
administered on well known constitutional princi- 

ples, who shall be commander-in-chief of the army 

and navy. The general Legislature should consist 

of intellect. 

men to form a delegation to proceed to Quebec. 

there to confer with the Canadian Ministry upon 

the best way of solving the problem of a Colonial 

Union. Now let me ask you, if such a gentleman 

is present, who have demed the authority of the 

Conference, supposing any Governor had refused 

to obey that mandate, where would you be 2 would 

vou be prepared to sustain him in Ins resistance to | 

the constituted authorities ? most certainly not !'— 

Under the old system, the perogative of the 

€rown was regarded as being a something mysteri- 

ols, and as peculiarly attached to Royalty; but by 

the correct constitutional principles which are now 

in operation, the perogatives of the Crown are 
trusts for the good of the people, and we are as! 

meh interested in maintaming the just perogatives 
of the Crown as in preserving the rights of the 
people 

Then it has been said that the delegates should 
‘lave been appointed entirely from members of the 
respective governments, but this I hold to be a mis- | 

I'he Canadian Ministry, as a whole, | taken idea. 

formed a part of the Conference, because there the 

two great parties which formerly existed have, 

through recent events, become merged into one.— 

The union of parties in the government of Canada 

was for the ostensible purpose of removing difficul- 
ties, which existed between, and kept apart, the two 

way ; has doubled her population, and given evi- 
| dence of a progress scarcely parallelled mn the his- 
tory of the world. All these are the direct results 
of her union, without which they would not have 
been accomplished. Another reason for union; 
we desire to elevate the people from their petty 
and insignificant provincial individuality, to that of 
a nation, with national feelings, sympathies and as- 

pirations. What position does a New Bruuswick- 
er or a Canadian occupy abroad, in contrast with 
men, who are often his inferiors ? Ilow are your 
leading men treated in comparison with those of 
any of the petty principalities and Fovernments of 
Earope ? Have they not, too often, heretolore 
been considered as an inferior race? The Cana- 
‘dian statesmen in explaining the necessity and ad- 
| vantages of union, stated three elements as essen- 
| tial. The territorial, the popular, and the mari- 
time. 

‘she possesses extensive, almost boundless territory, | 
embracing great rivers and extensive inland seas; 
nearly three millions of people, and rapidly increa- | 

‘sing, but she has no outlet to the ocean, and she 
desired to be united to the Lower Provinces, be- | 

Canada has the territorial and the popular; 

cause they possessed the maritime element, and 
furnished her means of access to the ocean. We 
in the maritime provinces have exhaustless fishe- 
ries, an extensive sea coast, deep bays, fine har- 

Provinces, and then while consulting upon the ques- | 

tion of a Confederation of the Canada’s as a solu- 

tion of their difficulties social and political, it was 

suggested, why not go further and bring in under 

‘the same general Union the Lower Provinces;— 

Canada’s necessity thus becoming our opportunity. 

Had the members of the Conference from the Low- 

bors open at all seasons of the ycar. We have the 
fore land, the nearest point toward the old world 
‘on the Atlantic ferry; the command of the great 
‘oceanic telegraph; Newfoundland, the key to the 
gulf, anc the half-way house on the highway, from 
to) b - 

the old to the new world. Innumerable rivers in- | 

of a Legislative Council and House of Commons. 

That for the purpose of a representation in the 
| Legislative Council, the united provinces shall form 

| three divisions—Upper Canada, Lower Canada, 

| the maritime Provinces. That Upper Canada shall 
‘be entitled to 24, Lower Canada 24, Nova Scotia 

| 10, New Brunswick 10, and P. E. Island 4, and 

‘that Newfoundland may come in with a represen- 

| tation of four members in the Legislative Council. 

The members of the Legislative Council shall be 

‘appointed by the Crown for life ; be of the full age 
‘of 30 years, and be possessed of a continuous unin- 

'cumbred property qualification of £1,000. Indi- 
 vidually, I was opposed to any restriction of the 

| perogative as to the age at which a person should 

‘be selected ; although they would, most generally, 
' be chosen from persons above that age. A ques- 
tion in my mind ever since the introduction of 

' Responsible Government has been, how, from the 
peculiar structure of Colonial society, where we 
have nothing analagous to the English aristocracy, 
to erect safeguards by which to stay the tide 
of democracy, from destroying the Constitution. I 
have not been able to ascertain that the elective 
Legisiative Council, in Canada, has met with full 

favor by either party; the first elected members 

are said to have been good men, but my experi- 

ence of elections, convinces me that men of wealth, | 

position, age, and political experience and influ- 

ence, who could best discharge the duties of that | 

office, would not submit to the turmoil, annoyance, | 
trouble and expense incident to contesting an elec- | 
tion, over the populous and extensive districts of | 
country, which must form the electoral divisions 
for that house. The result will be, that the men | 

| Government impracticable. 1 entertained such 
strong opinions upon this point, I would not have 
agreed to the Constitution, had this principle been 
reccgnised. The appointments to the Legislative 

' Council made by a responsible ministry, in effect, 
gives the people a sufficient control over the selec- 

| tion. You will observe that the number of Legis- 

lative Councillors is fixed at 76, including New- 

| foundland, no power being reserved in the Crown 

to add to the number. I objected to this determi- 
nation as an unnecessary restriction upon the pe- 

rogative, urging that the Crown should retain the 

same right to add to the number of members, in 

this body, that they have in England to add to the 

House of Peers in cases of great emergency. A 
majority of the Convention decided otherwise, 

principally on the ground that it would be difficult 
to exercise that power consistent with the relative 
apportionments of the different divisions of the 
Confederacy, without unduly increasing the num- 
ber, though from the smallness of its numbers, it has 

to my mind an oligarchical appearance ; still, if, 
in its working,. such should be its tendency, 9° 

lar will, I believe that the public opinion of 

the Confederacy would be sufficiently powerful 
to procure a change. The first selection of the 
Legislative Council is to be made from the then 

existing Legislative Councils by the local gover- 

ment, a due regard being had to the interests of 

the opposition, so that all political parties may be 
fairly represented. I was opposed to this limita- 

tion of the perogative of the Crown. I have no 

doubt that in any state of things, most of the mem- 
bers would be selected from the present Legisla- 

tive Councillors, but it appeared to me if there 

were any one or more persons outside, whose posi- 

tion and qualifications would fit them better for the 

discharge of the duties, than some member or mem- 

bers of the present Legislative Council, the Crown 
should be in a position to give the country the be- 

nefit. 

The basis of representation in the Commons to 

be population ; this you are aware is the principle 
upon which the whole proposition of the Confede- 
ration was started ; it originated from the difficul- 
tles in Canada, and has long been offered as a sol- 
ution of those difficulties. I have never thought 

that population alone was the true basis, but that 
representation should be based on the various in- 

terests; but you will observe that in applying it 
to the Confederation, Upper Canada has all the 
varied interests as well as population ; agriculture, 

manufactures, lumbering, shipping. Lower Cana- 
da has all these varied interests, as well as popula- 

tion ; the maritime Provinces the same, so that you 

see in selecting population here as the basis, it has 
not been done on the purely democratic principle, 

simply ot numbers but of population distributod 

over a large surface, comprising all the elements of 

wealth and progress, and ail the varied interests 

required to represent it. The number of members 

appropriated to each Province shall be as follows: 

—Upper Canada 82, Lower Canada 65, Nova 

Scotia 19, New Brunswick 15, Newfoundland 8, P. 

E. Island 5. 

The representation shall be readjusted every 
ten years on this basis of population. For the 
purpose of such readjustment, Lower Canada shall 

always be assigned 65 members, and each of the 

other sections shall at each such re-adjustment re- 

ceive, for the ten years then next succeeding, the 
number of members to which it will be entitled on 
the same ratio of representation to population as 
Lower Canada will enjoy, according to the census 
then just taken by having 65 members. It has 

been objected that 15 members is a small represen- 

tation. Suppose the numbers were doubled, would 

one and three quarter millions, its representa- 

tives should be increased in proportion. When 
you add the representation of the two houses toge- 
ther, and compare it with any other part of the 
united provinces, you will perceive that the pro- 
portion to New Brunswick is much greater than 
any other but, apart from this, our representation 
in the Commons is in proportion to our population 
and I know of no other basis at present upon 
which it could bo adjusted. I do not imagine that 

any one part of the Confederacy will unite to in- 
jure another: in fact a government could not long 
exist which dealt unjustly by any part. The re- 
presentation of the different portions of the Con- 

tfederacy will not go up like so many jockeys to jos- 

tle one another but will comprise a fair share of 

the leading minds of the country, who will be ani- 

mated by a common desire to promote the general 
good. But assume that there is any thing in 
the argument, as a general principle, it entirely 

fails in its application to our house of Commons. 

The causes of the greatest difficulty, and where 

numbers are most required, arises entirely from the 
means for securing local grants and monies for lo- 

cal purposes. Now if the revenues of the united 

provinces were to be expended all over the Con- 

federacy for local works, as is the case with regard 

to the revenues raised in the lower provinces, 

within them, then there might be something in the 
argument with regard to numbers, as members 
might cabal or coalese together for the attainment 
of local objects, but as the contributions for these 

objects are secured by the constitutional act that 
difficulty cannot arise. No reduction is to be made 

in any province unless it has decreased five per 

cent. relatively in preportion to the whole union. 

The local Legislatures to define the electoral dis- 

tricts, and apportion the representation. The elec- 

tions to be held under the election laws then in 

force in the several provinces, until altered by the 
general Legislature ; Parliament to be holden every 

year ; Commons elected for five years, subject to 

dissolution. The general Parliament is empower- 

ed to legislate on all subjects of a general nature, 
not specially conferred on the local Legislatures, 

and especially relating to the following subjects,— 

public property, trade, commerce, customs, m- 

ports, excise, exports, except timber, lumber and 
minerals, general powers of taxation, to borrow or 

loan money on the credit of the Confederation; 

relative to the postal and telegraph services, steam 

ships, railways, canals, and other works extending 

bevond the limits of any Province ; navigation and 

shipping, quarantine, buoys, beacons and lights, 

sea, coast and inland fisheries, ferries extending 

beyond the Province ; military and naval defences, 

naturalization of aliens, census, patent and copy 

rights, weights and measures, coinage, currency, 

banking, saving’s bank, bills of exchange and pro- 

missory notes, interest, legal tender, bankruptcy 

and insolvency, marriage and divorce, emigration 

and agriculture, Indian iands and Indians, criminal 

law, establishment of a general Court of Appeal 

and to rendering uniform all the laws relative to 

property and civil rights, and the mode of proceed- 

ure in all the provinces except Lower Canada, 

subject to the assent of the local Legislature. To 

appoint the judges and pay their salaries ; until 

the consolodation of the laws they are to be sclect- 

ed from the local bars, and hold “office during life. 

The local government to remain as at present, un- 

less altered by the local Legislature. The lieute- 

nant-governors of the different Provinces to be ap- 

pointed by the Governor-General in Council, for 

five years, subject to removal for cause, and their 

salaries paid by the general government. Passing 

by the gentlemen who now govern the Colonies, to 

whom my remarks cannot in the smallest degree 

be thought to apply, I may state it as a matter of 

history, that many of our Colonial difficulties have 

Yeen caused or promoted by governors, who, com- 

ing to the province with ideas and notions pecu- 

lar to themselves, have joined one party or ano- 

and it should unreasonably thwart the popu-| 

not Upper Canada claim, that with a population of 

L 

‘the general Legislature may be disallowed by the 
Queen within two years, as is now the case. 
You will observe that there have been great 

' controversies in the United States in working out 
their Constitution, arising out of what are called 
State rights; as one of the causes of serious difficul- 

ty to them, it is very desirable to provide against | 
' the occurrence of such a state of things with us. 
| By the theory of the American Constitution, all 
| power emanates from the people; they have com- 

'municated a certain portion to each individual 

| State, and a certain portion to the Federal govern- | 
' ment, retaining the remainder to themselves. The 
| consequence of this is, that an act passed either by | 
the State or general Legislature, in excess of the 

| power conferred upon it, is inoperative, and may | 
‘be set aside, as is often done by the Judiciary of | 
' the country. No such principle as thisis known to | 
' the British Constitution. The parliament of Great | 
| Britain is all powerful within its jurisdiction. In | 
| the language of Blackstone’s commentator, it may | 

' command what ought to be done, and prohibit 
what ought not to be done. So in this Confedera- | 
tion, the local legislature will have thé sole control | 

in local matters, but all the powers ‘of legislation, 
not specially conferred upon them, may be exer- 
cised by the Federal legislature. 

The parliamentary system with regard to the in- 
itiation of money votes as exercised in the British 
House of Commons is to be adopted in the general 
and local legislatures. At the time of the union, 
the money and securities for money on hand shall 
belong to the general government, except the pro- 
ceeds of lands, lumber or minerals; they shall own 
all the canals, railways, public harbors, rivers and 

| after they are passed, atid all the laws passed by | 

lake improvements, light houses and piers, military 
roads, dredges, steamers and public vessels, custom 

houses and other public buildings, setting apart for 

the loca! government what would be requred for 
local purposes. Canada goes into the Confedera- 
tion with a debt of $62,500,000; Nova Scotia, $8,- 

000,000; and New Brunswick, $7,000,000. This 

debt of New Brunswick includes an allowance, in 

addition to the debt actually due by the Province, 
of $10,000 per mile for 130 miles of railroad as pro- 
vided by the subsidy act of last session, and which 
may be built within five years under the authority 
of that act. If New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
do not incur debts to the above amounts, they shall 
each be entitled to receive from the general gov- 
ernment a semi-annual contribution of interest at 
the rate of 5 per cent. per year for the difference. 
New Foundland and Prince Edward Island having 
less debt receives the interest between their debt 
and the average amount of the other Provinces per 
head, at the rate of 5 per cent. semi-annually. I 
now come- to what appeared the most embarrassing 
subject we had to deal with, and I was fearful, un- 
til the last moment, that it would be impossible to 
reconcile the differences as affecting the finan- 
cial arrangements with regard to the local govern- 
ments. Upper Canada, with an admirable muni- 
cipal system, which has induced a high degree of 
prosperity in that country, and by whose agency 
most of the roads bridges and other local works 
have been constructed, the people thereby having 
become accustomed to provide for most of their lo- 
cal wants by direct taxation, their representatives 

in the Conference were very desirous of providing 
in the other Provinces for all local purposes by di- 
rect taxation. While we admitted the correctness 
of the principle in the abstract, it would be impos- 
sible to apply it to the condition of the maritime 
Provinces, and the same views were entertained by 
the gentlemen from Lower Canada, as regards the 
application of the principle to that Province. We 
stated that our people had been accustomed from 
the first settlement of the Province, to receive aid 

trom the Legislature for the support of their schools, 
for the construction of roads and bridges, and for 
various other public works and services, and that 
unless some plan could be devised whereby this 
system could be continued, and the people enabled 
to receive their usual grants for local purposes, it 

would be in vain to ask them to go into the Con- 

federation. After much discussion. it was agreed 
that the general government should contribute to 

the local legislatures annually, a sum sufficient for 

that purpose, and it was provided that Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick shouid receive an annual con- 
tribution, forever, ot 80 cents per head according 

to the census af 1861, which would be about equal 

to $200,000 per year for New Brunswick. Before 

entering into this arrangement, the New Brunswick 
delegates ascertained by careful examination of the 

past expenditures, that this sum, together with the 

revenue derived from Crown lands lumber and min- 

erals, would provide for our expenditure on the 

roads and bridges, schools, and other local works 

and objects, to the same extent as heretofore. We 
urged upon the convention, that from the, to the 
revenue, unproductive character of a great extent 

of our wild lands, and the necessity for providing 

means to open them up, we should require an ad- 

ditional sum for a period of years; they therefore 

agreed to give us for that purpose $63,000 a year, 

for a period of ten years, subject to a diminution of 

the interest on the debt to that extent, at the rate 

of 5 per cent., so long as that debt remained less 

than seven millions. You will observe, by this ar- 

rangement we have made provision for the general 

and local governments, and enabled the local gov- 
ernments to manage local affairs, and make local 

improvements, without adopting any new mode of 

taxation. If all these advantages can be attained 

by a small increase in our customs duties we shall 

have no cause to complain. I would willingly sub- 

mit to a small increase to obtain such great advan- 

tages, and I am prepared myself for that result in 

the new state of things; but Mr. Galt, the Finance 

Minister of Canada, who investigated this subject, 

gave it as his decided opinion that enough revenue 

could be raised from all the united Provinces after 

the Confederation to pay the interest on the public 

debt, pay the expense of the administration of the 

general government, and provide for contributions 

to be made the local governments, and public de- 

fences, and such public works and objects as are 

required from time to time for the general benefit. 

What security have we that these arrangements 

shall be carried out? It has been agreed to em- 

body the whole of these constitutional provisions 

and arrangements in an act of the Imperial Parlia- 

ment, which will hereafter be our constitutional act, 

and these principles will be unalterable, except by 

an act of the Imperial Parliament. So that you 

will see that the most. ample security for the main- 

tainance of the integrity of the Constitution is thus 

agreed upon, and for the guarrantees that have been 

provided, and also ample security for the perpetu- 

al payment of the annual contribution. 

Having agreed to all these propositions which I 

have stated the Conference came to the conclusion 
that the general government should, without un- 

necessary delay complete an inter-colonial railroad, 

to extend from River du Loup in Canada through 
New Brunswick to Truro in Nova Scotia ; and it 

was also decided that whenever the state of the fi- 

'nances admit, the north west territory should be 

opened up. From the inter-colonial railroad ar- 

rangement New Brunswick must derive great be- 

nefit ; for her contribution toward the construction 

of that work, being the proportion that her popula- 

‘tion bears to that of Canada, she would only be re- 

"quired to pay one tenth as much as that province ; 

you all know that this is much less than she had 

‘agreed to pay under any former arrangement. 

| While T have always believed that the construction 

| of the inter-colonial railway, would promote union of | 

the provinces, it is evident that union would be 1im- 

cticable without such road. The New Bruns- | pra 

ther in the province, thereby creating difficulty in | wick delegates would not have consented to recom- 

the country, and giving themselves a deal of trou- | mend the confederation unless provision was made 

ble, which, a course more consistent with the spirit | for the immediate construction of that work. I 

of the constitution, would have enabled them to | have so often discussed the manifold advantages of | 

to avoid. Under the proposed Constitution, the | that work to all our interests that it 1s not neces- 

Governors will be selected by the general govern- | sary, at the present, to refer to it at mach greater | 

Hampshire, to the United States, including half the 
French Acadians, who were transferred to a foreign 

government against their will and protestations.— 

"It is true there is a good carriage road connecting 

this Province with Canada, but in these days of 

railroads, this mode of conveyance is not up to the 

‘requirements of the people. 
There are several other topics to which I should 

gladly have adverted, but am not disposed after 
the attentive hearing you have given me now for 
two hours, to weary your patience. I shall there- 

fore take another opportunity of discussing these. 
I have already alluded to the interest evinced by 

‘the English people, in the objects of the connec- 
tion. The English press has discussed the propo- 
‘sed Confederation with great fairness and favor, 
and I cannot better conclude my observations than 
by reading to you an extract from an able article 
in a late number of the Illustrated News upon this 
very subject :—* The bitter sectional strifes of the 
past will be forgotten ; the great questions of the 
day will be schemes of public improvement; the 
developement of their internal resources; the ex- 
tension of their foreign commerce; the advance- 
ment of their agricultural interests, and the pro- 
gress of political economy and social reform. On 
such a condition of the North American Colonies, 
Great Britain can look, not only without jealousy, 

but with the heartiest satisfaction, the purest res- 
pect, and the highest admiration.” 

Emin -e®- silty 

Circuit Court 
This court closed the most lengthy and arduous 

session ever held in this County, on Thursday mor- 

ning. We had intended to notice some of the ca- 

ses at length, but from the crowded state of our 
columns can not do so to-day. The following is 

the docket: 

CIVIL CASES. 

Noe ex dem. Holmes vs Davis. 
dict for plaintiff. 

Street vs Caldwell. 
plaintiff, $373.70. 
Burpee vs Estabrooks. 

plaintiff $5 
Smith vs Whitney. 

plaintiff $131, 
Armstrong vs Leary and cthers. 

Jury disagreed. 
Davis vs Raymond and McDonagh. 

prisonment. Verdict for plaintiff $10. 
Hunter vs Maddox. Trespass. Jury disagreed. 
Davis vs Leary. Trespass. Verdict for plain- 

tiff $36. 

Ejectment. Ver- 

Assumpsit. Verdict for 

Verdict for 

Verdict for 

Assumpsit. 

Assumpsit. 

False arrest. 

False im- 

CRIMINAL CASES. 

Hon. Charles Fisher Crown officer. 

Queen vs Bartholomew Maddox. Perjury. Guil- 
ty; in another case against the same party on a 
similar offence the jury did not agree. 

Queen vs Ring. For killing a cow the property - 
of Mrs. Coyle. Verdict guilty.—Six months impris- 
onment. 
Queen vs John Maddox. 

agree. 

The case of the Queen vs R. B. Davis, in which 

a true bill was found, stands over. Also that of 

the Queen vs John Leary et al. 

Assault. Jury did not 

— oO 

FxprLANATORY.— We have no apology is neces- 

sary tor devoting all our available inside space 
to Mr. Fisher's address. The subject being one of 
profound impertance, we could not feel jurtified 
did we fail to report and publish the arguments at 

length. Carleton County has had the first expo- 
sition of the scheme. That we have not been con- 
vinced that the project is a desirable one we can 

only state now, promising that our readers shall 

not want for information to enlighten them with 
reference to it. 
Our correspondents, advertisers, and those of our 

readers who would prefer our usual miscellany will 

please excuse our omission of their favors this week. 
ts AR 

g3= W. H. Needham, Esq., lectured on. Thurs- 

day evening, at Union Hall, Upper Woodstock ; 
subject,’a variety of interresting matters; this was 

The same gentleman speaks the first of the course. 

this, (Saturday) evening, in the Meehanic’s Insti- 
tute, against the proposed Confederation. 

JC S— 

iF Intelligence heing sent the Sheriff, one day 
this week, that Bannan was about home, he sent 

officers out in search. They summarilly entered 

the house in the night. but the only inmates they 
discovered were his mother and wife, in bed. Con- 

sequently they started off to visit the neighboring 

houses, but without success. The next morning 
they were candidly informed that Bannan, at the 

time th2y were in the house, was concealed between 

the two beds, and under his wifeand mother.— 

Bannan escaped—so haven't the officers the joke 

at their expence. 

17 The delegates when they separated in’ Can- 

ada, decided to withold the publication of the prn- 

ted Constitution furnished to them, for a certain 

period. Mr. Tilley refused to let St. John papers 

have it, and Mr. Fisher would not allow us to copy 

a line ; meanwhile out it comes in Canadian and P. 

E. Island papers. Honesty was thrown away. 
--- - 

to state that Profes- wr We have been requested 

sor De Launay will lecture, on Sunday evening, at 

6} o'clock, in St. Andrew’s Church, Upper Wood- 

stock ; subject, “ The Catacombs of Rome.”  Col- 

lection to be taken up. 
~-B. 

[= Muller the t murderer has been convicted and 

sentenced to be hung. 
—————ie ens. @ {© 

g@= The weather is still open and promises so to 

remain for a time. There was a small fall of snow 

the first of the week, sufficient to make tolerable 

sleighing for an hour or so. ~The boats are still 

plying on the river. 
- — 

7 English news since our last has not been of 

any general importance. 
EE ad 

g#> Hon. Messrs. Tilley and Gray expounded _ 

Confederation in St. John on Thursday evening. 
Ex 23 

Some of the papers are making considerable talk 
as to whether -cutting out the Florida from under 
the guns of a Brazilian fort will make trouble. We 

doubt if it will Brazil will accept an apology, 
which the United States will be quite ready to give, 
and none of the other powers will have any cause 
to interfere. We observe it stated in the New York 
+¢ Tribune’ that among the papers captured on the 
«+ Florida’ is a letter from Admiral Hope, referring 

to the case of the ** Florida’ burning an American 

ship that bad taken out British colors. He says 
that British papers must in all cases protect the 

ship, and that he has issued orders to attack and 

capture any vessel hereafter guilty of the * Flori 
da’s’’ action. 

ee am 

Excraxp Axp THE CoNFEDERACY.—The Richmond 

er Provinces been chosen from the government the 

matter would have to be presented to the legisla- 

tare and people as a purely party question, and 

this was not desirable. Then, I might ask, is it to 

be supposed that the governments embrace all the 

best-talent and genius and learning of the people ? 

I am not disposed to refer more particulariy to this 

point now. It is a somewhat delicate subgect, but 

in my opicion the plan adopted was the best, the 
calling to the Conference the best representatives 
of each of the leading interests of the country—men 
of every creed, and professien, and class—to con- 
sult together upon this grand question of Federa- 
tion. 

There are many who say they prefer a Legisla- 

tive union, so do I and although this proposed un- 

jonis called a Federation, it really goes far beyond 

that, and is in all the essential requisites a Legis- 

lative unten. Aware of the difficulties which would 

surround the attempt by one general and central ( 

* Yadsienn 13} 1 " 

3.C gi ature ssc Lh t and n+ 
a. 

a of England. to reoulate 
- «. 

vigorating the country, and providing facilities for | 
navigation and manufacturing; we have an exten- 
sive coasting and foreign trade, employing a large 
fleet of ships, a nursery for seamen, and “even in 

the present infant state of our mercantile marine, 
we are the fourth maritime power in the world, 

being only exceeded by Great Britain, France and 
the United States. 

These are our elements of national wealth, giv- 

ingjunmistakeable evidence of our title to become 

a nation—and greater than some of the Continen- 

tal powers. The first Commons of the Contedera- 

‘ted parliament will represent four millions of peo- 

ple, metaphorically illustrating the language of 

inspiration * A nation born in a day.” \ [ magine 

the field that 4,000,000 of people will offer to the 

enterprise of our merchants and the skill of our 

manufacturers, with the almost certain prospect 

of extending to the Pacific. When these political 

arrangements are made, and facilities of’ access pro- 

vided for the vast territory lying to the west of Ca- 

nada, it must, of necessity, give an extraordmary 

best qualified will abstain from political life, and 

the second branch, in consequence, be filled by 

mere politicians. The multiplicity of elections in 

the States, has had the effect of inducing many cf 
the best men to remain in private life ; is it not an 
admitted fact that the best qualified men cannot 

‘be elected to the higher offices. I have another 

objection to an elective Legislative Council. As- 
sume that these difficulties could be overcome, two 

Houses, directly emenating from the people are at 
variance with the genius. of our constitution, and 

both, representing the popular element, would 

Assembly, they would either be continually at 

dead lock, or prevent the harmonious working of 
the Constitution. They would claim equal control 
in money matters, and equal influence over the 
conduct of the Executive with the lower branch, a 

state of things which would disorganise the whole 
‘machinery, and probably render Parliamentary 

' meant, from the leadin 

and territorial revenue, crown lands, 

| minerals are to be retained by 
' ment, which shall have power to ma 

' ber and minerals. 

| money on the credit of the province. 

| agriculture, emigration, fisheries, 

| etentiary, reformatory, prisons, 

| ble institutions, shop, sa 

| censes. 

claim equal and concurrent control over all mat-| poration of private and 

ters and subjects; being, in effect, two Houses of | signed to the general Legislature. 

o men in the provinces. 

: All the casual 

lumber and 

the local govern- 

nage the same, 
uty on lum- 
To borrow 
Education, 

local works, pen- 

Powers of the Local Legislature 

and with power to impose an export d 
Direct taxation. 

and other li- 
incor- 

loon, tavern 
ivil rights, and the 
local corporations no 

Fines, penal- 
administration of justice, 

including constitutional courts, criminal and civil, 

and proceedure in civil cases. All local or private 

matters. All the general powers not conferred 

upon the local are to belong to the general parlia- 

All the local laws may be disallowed by the 
within one year 

Property an d c 

ties and imprisonments, 

ment. 

Governor-General, in Council, 

hospitals, charita- | 

| with the single exception of the French settlements 

| length; its construction is absolutely necessary, for 

' the consolodation of colonial interests, and the per- 

| petuation of British power on this continent; 
|W 

country lying 

ces, arising from the existence of so much unsettled 

land, is not attributed to the fac 

| which they had no control. 
‘the Ashburton Treaty was agreed to, 

| country was in dispute 

hibited from either settling or lumbering on it, 

at Madawaska; the government of the United 

States, engaged in laying off the territory into 

‘town-ships, disposed of much of the timber, and 

| were filling it up with people, thus settling us out, 

for, by the Ashburton Treaty was assigned the 

it | 

ill promote the settlement of the great district of 

between Canada and New Bruns-| guised purpose of making war upon us: she per- 
wick. ~The isolated condition of these two provin-| 

t of that land being 

unfit for settlement, but for a political cause. over | 

down to 1845, when | 
the whole | 

between Great Britain and | 

t as- | the United States, while British subjects were pro- protection of the British flag .Nay, she even assists 

wholé tract of gountry equal to the State of New 

Whig finds fanit with English neutrality and char- 

ges Great Britain with pursuing ** ber traditional 
policy of always taking side, practically, with the 

strong party in every controversey between other 
nations that affects her, however remotely,” adding 
that— 
She permits thousands upon thousands of her peo- 

le to be enlisted on her own soil by recruiting of- 

ficers of the United States for the known and undis- 

mits them to leave her ports, well knowing their 
destination and purpose without hindrance to them 

or protest to those who have charge of them ; but 

when a party leaves Canada for the purpose of mak- 

war upon the United States,she permits Yankee 
soldiers and sheriffs to pursue them back into the 

dominion of Canada and to seize them under the 

in this outrage of her sovereignty, and becomes wil- 
ing Jack Ketch and jailer for the Yankee govern- 

ment. We have long since eeased to expect fair 

| play and justice from the British government. It 

would violate every precedent of its history and 
every principle of its nature if, in the maintenance 
of right, it were to make an issue with the strong 
in aid of the weak. 


