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THE STORY OF ECHO.

RY JOHN G. SAXE.

A beautiful maiden was Echo
As classical history tells,
A favorite nymph of Diana,
Who dwelt among forest and dells.

Now Echo was very logquacious,

And though she was silly and young,
It seems that she never was weary

Of plying her voluble tongue.

And I'm sorry to say, in addition,
Besides her impertinent claek,
She had, upon every occasion,
A habit of answering back.

Though even the wisest of matrons
In grave conversation was heard,
Miss Echo forever insisted
On having the ultimate word,—

A fault so exceedingly hateful,
That Juno (whom Echo betrayed

While the goddess was hearing her babble)
Determined to punish the maid.

Said she “In reward of your folly,
Henceforward in vain you will try
To talk in the manner of others:
At best you can only reply!”

A terrible punishment truly ¢
For one of so lively a turn, '
And it brought the poor maiden to ruin,
In'‘the way you will prescntly learn.

For, meeting the handsome Narcissus,
And wishing his favor to gain,

Full often she tried to address him,
Dut always endeavored ia vain.

And when, as it finally happened,
He spoke to the damsel one day,
Her answer secmed only te mock him,
And drove him in anger away.

Ah! sad was the fate of poor Echo;
Was ever so hapless a maid?

She wearied away in her sorrow,
Until she was wholly decayed!

But Ler voice is still living immortal,—
The same you have frequently heard,

When strolling in forests or valleys,
Repeating your ultimate word!
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you think of some wild ereature at bay. THer mo-
ther was completely overpowered ; her feeble resist-
ance, her weak power of self-assertion, all swept
away, as when some impetuous stream overflows its
banks and scatters ruin and wreck over peaceflul
homes. It was just as well, perhaps, that she sat
ia such dumb silence. for any words would but have
kindled Winifred's passion to fiercer beat.

Only speak to me.
any more than I can help : only, il there is nothing
to be said against James, it would not be right for
me to give him up just because my father and his
don’t like cach other.™

sce what he says.

about it.
me, and let me forget the bad news a while, and

jove me 50.”

girl, with soothing fondness ; ** that would die be-
fore any one shouid harm one bair of your head.”

ther's face anxiously. She could gather from it lit-
tle hope. Rachel was pale and silent.
son, too, ate his breaklast without an unnecessary
word; and Winnie did not run after him, as he
. s T NP % MY | be repented himself of what he bad done ; but, ifso,
teasing ways, as her wont was. Theespell ot silence
seemed to have fallen on her also.
mother quietly to clear away the breakfast things
and do up the morning's work, and not till the two
had eat down together in the still house did she ask

a question.
tell me, mother ?°°

" 1Ie will never consent—never.’’

give up Jemes Ransom than you could give me up,
mother.
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Seleet Tale.
THE LAST OF SEVEN.

(Concluded.)
The worst side of the girl's nature was uppermost
A ficree fire blazed 1n  her eyes, which made

After a while the girl was frightened. She
hought her mother seemed as if she were turning
) stone, She began to chafe her hands and kies
ar, in an agony of remorseful love and sorrow.

¢« Don't mother,”* she cried ; *¢ don’t ook so.—
{ will not go against my father

*¢ You must let me tell him to-night, Wianic.and
Until after that dont let us talk
It frightens me. Sit down here beside

** There ! don’t grieve,’’ she said, soothingly ; ‘1
will stay with you, at least for a while. Iam only
eighteen now. When I am twenty-one I shall have
a legal right to take my own course. Till then I
will obey my father. So cheer up, darling! you
are sure of me for three years. This afternoon I
will see James and tell him so0.”’

*¢ But I shall be keeping you from happiness, and
your heart won’t be here even if you are.”’

¢« Yes, it will, mother ; you shall find no change
in me. It is best to do it. Since father opposes
me, [ ought not to resist him tili [ am older. gWe
are young, James and 1, and we can afford a little
waiting."”’ ;

That night, just at twilight, Winifred came in, a
strange look upon her face—a light in her eyes
proud but sad, She did not speak, for her father
sat at the table. She waited until something called
her mother into the next room. Then ehe followed
her.

“ I have told James, mother, and he is going to
enlist for the next three years. So we will be hap-
py together as we used to be, you and I. The poor
Yoy will be out of the way.”’

*“ But if you lose him ! If be should be killed !*’

‘ He will not be, mother! I am not bad enough
to need such discipline. The great Father pities his

| children, and he will let me bave James back again

in safety. I shall not allow myself to tear. I am
glad he is going. 1 shall love him better, and be
prouder of bim all my life, for doing this work for
his country.”’

“ Did you tell the girl what I said?’ Adam
GGibson asked, gruflly, in his own room with his wile
that night.

 Not all. T told her that you would never con-
sent, and she has told him. He is going to enlist
for three years. He will be .out of your way ; but
[ warn you if he dies it will kill Winnie.”

““ Gurls don’t die so easy—or didn’t when I was
young. Don’t worry. Before the three years are
out we shall have her married off to somebody bet-
ter wogth having.”

‘Rachael did not contradict him, hat ehe wondered
that he did not understand better the steadfast, per-
sistent nature inherited from his own. The very
same element of character which made it impossible
for him to forgive John Ransom would make it im-
possible for his daughter to cease from loving John
Ransom’s son.

That was the fali of '61. Men had begun to {ind
the Great Rebellion a very real and carnest thing,
and were rising up to crush it; making prepara-
tions on a very different scale from what they had at
first imagined would be necessary. The regiment
which James Ransom joined belonged to the Army
of the Potomae, and was destined to sec some of the
fiercest fighting of the war.

Winnie had promised that her mother should find
no change in her. Buat she could not quite make
good her words. There was no diminution of affec-
tion, indeed ; no lack of the tender thoughtiulness
with which—sceming even from childbood to under-
stand all the untold sorrow of her mother’s lot—she
had always striven to lighten her burdens. But the
merry girl, full of song and frolicand the exuberant
life of youth, was gone ; and, in her stead, an anx-
ious woman moved silently around the house, mak-
ing.no complaints, saying nothing of her hopes and
fears, but studying newspavers, shivering at ramors
of battles, and gentle with a sad, pitiful gentleness
more pathetic than words.

Adam Gibson never once mentioned o his child
the name of James Ransom, but he tried hard to be

think you are my own little Winnie, that used to |

I
“ That does love you so, mother,”” whispered the

The next morning Winnie's eyessought her mo-

Adam Gib-

She helped her

Then it came, anxiously, pleadingly :
*¢ T hat did father say? Are you never going to

_+¢Jt is no use, Winnie. Youn must give it up.

» Give itup !”" A smile, just touched with scorn-
ful pity, flickered across Winnie’s lips. * You
don’t understand what yon say. 1 could no sooner

I love him.”’
Blank terror whitened for a moment Rachel’s face,
and looked out of her sad eyes. Then all grew dark,

' kind to her in Lis own wa

y. He bought her hand-
some clothes, which she never wore ; gave her mo-
ney, which went all of it to buy comforts for soldiers
far away, or their bereaved wives and children at
home; sometimes tried to provoke her to her old
manner of teasing playfulness, but never succecded.
She was perfectly respectful to him, more obedient
than she had ever been before ; but, beyond the for-

mal kiss at night and morcing, when her cold lips
just touched his cheek, never affectionate. [ think
that hard, unylelding heart of his‘%rew hungry,
somretimes, Lo see ﬁéi as she usea to oe. rerimps

e made po sign.

So the years went on. James Ransom never came
home, and no one ever talked about him in the house
of Adam Uibson. Once or twice Rachel had tried
to speak some comforting word about him to her
child ; but the pale pain of Winnie's face, the still-
ness of her unresponsive lips, had silenced her.—
Whether the girl ever heard ot him no cne kncw ;
if she did, she kept her own secrets.

In the early spring of 6% nearly all his regiment
re-enlisted, and were home on furlough : but James
Ransom was not among them. Rachel guessed by
this that he expected to claim his bride in the fall,
and was not ready to postpone it any longer. So
far Winnie's beliet 1n his safety had been justified.
He had had, they heard thrcugh village ruwor, a
few slight wounds, never any thiog serious—and he
had been in all the battles.

would come a new trial, the last and fiercest. Even
Winifred, knowing what lay before the gallant ar«

and her Lead fell back against the cushions of her
chair, in a dead faint. Winnie sprang to ber side,
and tried half a dozen simple means of restoration,
trembling berself with fear for the consequences of
what she had done.

The swoon did not last long. Very soon the mo-

tlier opened her cyes, and said, faintly,
* It was nothing. 1 shall be better ina mo-

ment,”’

When she was sitting up again, and Winnie was
kneeling beside her, begging her forgiveness with
the quick, impulsive penitence of her passionate na-

ture, she brushed back the girl’s brown hair, with '

a tender touch, as she said,

“ [ pever yet had any thing to forgive in you,
Winnie. Ever since I have had you you have been
good to me. I do not blame you for this. You
could not help loving him, I suppose: and there
seems no justice in asking you to give bim up be-
cause your father and his can’t agree. Still, it'sa
dreadful thing to go right against your father’s will.
It will separate you from me; for I don't think he
would ever let you come into the house again.”’

“ Nothing can truly separate us, mother, for we
shall always love each other.”

““ Ay ! but what should I do without you all the
long days? For eighteen years you have never been
one day away from me. How could I live in this
still house and never hear you laugh or speak, or
see yoar face, or have kiss or smile from your lips?
Oh, child, child !

Winnie's dark eyes ewam in tears. She drew her
¢r’s head to her bosom with the old air of pro-
which had been eo ladicrous whea she was

‘my marching on in the way thrice soaked in vain
'already with the most precious blood of the country,
‘even she lost something of her faith, and grew so
'weak with fear that the sudden rustle of a paper,
~or the swilt flight of a bird across a window, would
unnerve her.

She was standing by the table one day in May,

her tather came in.
lence with regard to James Ransom for the silence
of forgetfulness, or whether he was urged on by
some ficrce impulse to let her know at once that all
her hopes were over, I know not. At any rate, ad-
dressing bis wile, but looking straight at Winifred,
he said,

“ Mother, James Ransom is dead. He was killed

| in the battle of the 12th of May.”’
As silently and helplessly as if she had been shot
' through the heart Wianie lell to the floor. Her
' wotber sprang to her side, but
‘even before she lifted up the dear head, to utter her
| ery of indignation :

‘¢ How dare you, Adam Gibson, to say the Lord’s
Prayer night and morning, and ask God to forgive
you as you forgive thosec who trespass against you ?
Do you want to be forgiven as you have forgiven
John Ransom? You are a hard man; you have
been hard to me for forty years, and 1 have boine it
'in silence ; but if you have killed my child, may
God forgive you, for I can not!”’

He was stricken to silence—partly, perhaps, by
bis own terror at what he had done, and still more
by the fierce wrath of the meek-spirited woman,who
had been to him for forty years the embodiment of
silent submission and long-suffering. He stood by
without a word while she loosened the girls dress,
'and bathed her forehead, and chafed bher hands.—
| Then he lilted her up tenderly as if she bad been an
'infant, and carried her in his arms to her own room.

She was not dead, for her pulses stirred languid-
ly. and her breath feebly came and went; but she
took no nourishment, spoke no word, wmade no an-
swer, even when her mother called her name.

-
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With the commencement of the campaign of "64 |

doing some of her customary houschold tasks, when |
Whether he had taken her si- |

1

auscd an instant, |

So she lay for three weary days and nights, with
her mother’s mild, patient face bending, full of an-
guish, over her pillow. In those days years seemed
to have done their work on Adam Gibson. He grew
gray and old, and his wiry figure scemed to bend
like a tree before some sudden blast.

The fourth day he eame in from some errand which
had taken him to the village, with a look of strange
excitement replacing the blank despdir of his face.
He beckoned his wife from the room where she kept
vigil beside Winifred.

‘¢ Mother,”” he said, hoarsely, ‘“ he is not dead
after all. That first report was false. He was
wounded and taken prisoner, and now he has been
exchanged with a pumber more of the wounded.
They say he won’t die, and John Ransom is going
on to bring him home. They are giving furloughs
of the wounded who can bear to be moved, because
the hospitals are so full that they'll get better care
at home. Will his coming save Winnic’s life ?”

¢ What is the use of his coming home, or of sav-
ing Winnie’s life, when you’ve set your will up that
she shan’t have him?  Better let them both die.
Maybe they’ll come together in heaven ; for it’s my
belief that the Heavenly Father is kinder than earth-
ly ones are.”’ i

“ Bat 1 am not set against them, mother—not
now. . Your words went home, Rachel—wen$ home.
I 2m a humbled man, and I am willing to give in.
I will ask John Ransom to forgive me, and let me
go with him to bring his boy back. Only tell me,
will it be in time to save our girl’s life ?"

¢ God grant it may be! Yes, it will be—it must
be !'*. she answered, growing strangely pitifual to-
viard him, now that she saw what a work his grief
was doing in breaking down old prejudices. and
softening the heart which so many unforgiving years
had hardened.
lowing. She scarcely hoped to rouse her. but she
would make the effort. She bent over the pillow.

¢ Winnie, Winnie darhuog, It was not true. It

wae a mistake. James i8 not dead, and father is
going for him to bring him home to yow.”
Asf fraught with some strong power of penetra-
ting the dulled senses, the life-giving words went
home. A smile, wan and faint, but och! so fuil of
sweetness, flickered across the pale lips, and then
they moved, and formed rather than articulated the
words *¢ father.”’

Adam Gibson bent over her, shaken by such tem-
pest of emotion as he had never known betore—a
passion of love, and remorse, and hope. He felt

her lips touch his face, the first voluntary carese
she had given hjm sines he scfuseato sanction her

jove: teit it, and then went away to weep, where
no buman eyes saw him, such tears as he had never
wept before ; a rain that would soften his heart and
make it meet soil for the seeds of hope, and love,and
faith.

When he had regained at last his self-control he
went up the road that led to John Ransom’s house.
He found his old enemy in the yard, making some
arrangements for his journey. There, under the
May sky, with God’s peace in the world around
them, he went up to John Ransom and put out his
hand.

‘¢ Forgive me, neighbor. 1 have been your enemy
more than forty years, and called myself your fellow-
Christian all the time. Is 1t too late now for us to
begin to be friends ?”’

His outstretched hand was grasped, and kindness
begat kindpess, and penitence was the father of
penitence. All past faults on both sides were con-
fessed and forgiven : and then Adam Gibson teld the
story of his child’s love and snffering, and asked the
question, to him 80 momentous : :

¢ May I go with you, neighbor, to bring James
back? I think I could help you, and I should feel
cagier if I was doing something for Winnie to make
up for the past,”

His offer was not rejected, and that very afternoon
the two men started to bring Winifred's hero home.

As for her, hope had scemed to penetrate all her
veins like an elixir of life. She grew better rapidly,
and before the weck of their absence was over some
pale roses began to bloom on her thin cheeks.

At last they came. The soldiers wound was less
severe than they had feared ; but, as he was not fit
for duty, they had not found it difficult to get for
him leave of absence. Ile came at once to Adam
Gibson’s house. Even his father was realy to admat
that ehe who had so nearly died for him had the first
claim. Triumphantly her father led him in—led
him to the easy-chair where Winifred sat, too weak
to rise even yet. He put their hands together, and
said, fervently :

«“] give him to you, and you to hi
God to bless you both.”

He heard, as he turned away, her low cry of con-
tent—** Oh, James! James !"’—and perhaps it was
the happiest moment he had ever known.

He went out into the other room. John Ransom
had gone away to prepare his wife for their boy’s

m, and I pray

home-coming, and Rachel sat there alone. Fora
moment he looked at her searchinly. With his

simhtsharnened by seil-knowle
the sad lines which the years

face. 1le remembered the bright fresh beauty he
had wooed and won ; and the old love—not dead
all this time, but sleeping—stirred again to the life
ot youth in his heart. He went to her ‘side and
took her hand, making her look at him as he
puke.

¢« You eaid T was a hard man, Rachel ; that I had
been hard to you for forty years ; and you said the
trath. But our child willlive: I have not killcd
her, and so [ may ask you to forgive me. I have
not been worthy of your love ; but oh! tell me, it
you can, that 1 have not lost it ; for never, not cven
that summer when T won you, did I love you so
well as now, my wife, my Rachel !”’

She could not speak, but what need of words?
Her worn face blushed and brightened with a beauty
tenderer than her youth’s; her arins—those tired
arms, 80 long empty—fell round his neck ; and the
lonely heart hushed the throbs of its life-long aching
in the rest, won so late, but won at last.

P P ————

History of the Plough.

The first plough is supposed to have been the rude
branch of a tree, cut so as to havea cleft end, the
point of which, dragged along the surface of the
ground, scraped the furrow into which the seeds
were thrown. It soon occurred to the husbandman
that he might relieve his own labor by yoking an
animal to the long arm of this primitive instrument ¢
then arose the necessity tor a handle, affixed to the
back, so that the plongh might be guided. The
strength of the animal soon wore away, or broke,
the cleft of the branch, and this necessity gave rise
to the mnvention of means for attaching movable

lsharcs. first of wood, next of stone, copper, iron,

worked to a shape adapted to the cutting of furrows
0 as to avoid the excessive labor from the plough-
man’s having to lean upon the plough with all his
' weight to press it into the earth. Just such an im-
plement as these conjectures indicate was used by
the Saxons. Some of the facts connected with the
history of the plough are almost incredible. In Ire-
land there once prevailed a custom of * plouging by
the horse's tail.”* The draught-pole was lashed to
the tail ot the horse, and, as no harness was employ-
ed, two men were necessary, one to guide and press
upon the plough, the other to direct the horse, which
he did by walking backwards before the miserable
animal, and beating it on the head on either side,
according to the direction required. This custom
prevadled for a considerable time, in spite of a law
which was passed in theearly part of the seventeenth
century, imposing severe penalties upon persons
found guilty of ** ploughing by the horse’s tail,"’ as
in the act mentioned and described. From Rey.
Caosar Otway's ‘¢ Sketches in Erris and Tyrawley,”
it appears that the barbarous practice lingered in
the remote west of Ireland as late as the year 1740.
And from a paper ** On the Breed of Horses in Scot-
land in the Ancient Times,’’ printed in the first vol-
ume of the ** Transactions of the Society of Anti-
quariee of Scotland,”” we find it in that eountry as

late as the year 1792.

She went in then to Winnie, he fol- | P
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‘ festo hurled against modern <¢ivilizatjon.

[For the Sentinel.
Carleton Co. Teachers’ Institute.

Mr. EpiTor,—A regular meeting of Carleton
County Teachers’ Institute was held, according to
revious announcement, on Friday the 3rd inst.—
hough the attendance was small the meeting was
not uninteresting.

A condensed report of the proccedings of the
last meeting cf the Provincial Teachers’ Institute
was submitted by the Declegate to that Body, which
report was reccived with the wish that it be pub-
lished in the SENTINEL.

The subject ot ** Home Lessons” was taken up,
and after an interesting discussion of some length,
was deterred for further consideration at the next
meeting of the Institute, to be held in Mr. Millber-
ry’s school room on Friday 17th of March commen-
cing at 10 o’clock, A. M.; essays on the subject
flamed will ther be read. And it is also under-
stood that arrangements will be made for a public
Educational meeting being held on' the cvening of
the same day. .

Woodstock, Feb. 4, 1865.

The following is the above referred to
: REPORT. : ;

Mr. President,—The second meeting of the
Teachers’ Provincial Institute was held in Freder-
icton, commencing on Tuesday, 4th October 1864,
and continued, with intervals, till the Friday eve-
ning following. The Chief Superintendent, with
three District Inspectors, and a respectable number
of Teachers were present. The various subjects
which occupied the atteption of the meeting may be
thus classed : First, Reports of Committees ap-
ointed at the former meeting held in St. John.—
Second, Reports from County Institutes ; and third,
new subjects introduced for discussion.

At the meeting held in St. John in 1863 subjects
had been introduced, and after discussion, lett in
the hands of committees to investizate still further
and report ; these subjects were, Direct Taxation
for the support of Schools; the revision of the First
Book of Lessons ; the grading of Schools in towns
and villages ; the establishment of a Fund for su-
perannuated Teachers; and a change in the Gen-
eral Holidays.

The Committees to whom these several subjects
had been referred submitted their respective »o

ports at the meetinggaﬁf, hold, wiven reports were
in affaesweamows, Viz: From the committee on

axation a report was submitted in part, showing
the advantages of general assessments, and urging
its adoption ; after further consideration said partial
report was referred back ‘o the same committee for
completion and publication. Committee to prepare
a First Reader, report such Reader prepared and
submitted to the Board of Education for approval.
Committee on Grading Schools report, great neces-
sity for the adoption of such arrangements, but fear
it could not be worked satisfactorily under our ex-
isting School Law. Committee on superannuated
Teachers’ Fund, while admitting the desirableness
of a move being made in the direction named, think
it inexpedient to make the attempt at present, ow-
ing to the supposed unwillingness on the part of
Teachers geuerally to eontribuie towards said ob-
ject. Committee appointed to ask for a change of
Holidays report that no change has vet been made,
but probaoly will be ; the request ot the Institute
was that there should be three weeks vacation in
summeer and only one in winter, and that the sum-
mer vacation begin on the first Monday in August
instead of the second Monday in July as at present.
Written reports from the County Institutes of St.
John, Kings, Sunbury, York. and Carleton were
submitted i due order, showing the workings of
these respective bodies during the past year. These
reports, though for the most part complaining of
apaty on the part of Teachers in the matter of at-
tendance, show conclusively that such organizations
properly worked up are attended with many and
substantial advantages not only to Teachers them-
selves but to the cause of Education generally.
Under the third head of this report viz, New
Business, may be mentioned the following subjects,
which were taken up, and aftera duc amount of
discussion, disposed of by appropriate resolutions:
The practice of Boarding round, which still exists
in some districts. The best means of inducing
school proprietors to provide suitable School Houses
in districts where such houses are not already pro-
vided. The means to be adopted most likely to se-
cure a greater interest in the working of County
Iostitutes.
School Law, so far as it relates to the principle of
assessment.  School Libraries and their advantages,
with the best means of making them more general.
A committee appointed to wait upon the Post Mas-
ter General to ask a draw-back on postage to les-
sen the expense of working Institutes, after attend-
ing to their assigned duty, reported that the re-
quest would be granted, provided the amount did
not exceed $4.00 to each Institute.
to..be held at

T IO U T O vy Wﬁ
n King’s County 1n UCiuv-

Millstream near Sussex 1
ber 1865, :
Respectfully subniitted,
Jas. L. SiyMpsox.

——————— PP~ e
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A New Investion.—A Freoch gentleman here
has just patented a new invention for instantaneous-
ly releasing runaway horses from the traces of car-
riages; which I have seen tried in Hyde Park, ani
which appears to answer admirably. 1t consists of
having the trace buckle so made that the tongue
can be drawn backward so as to clear thebar. This
is accomplished by means of a lever moved by a
strap,which passes up the harness-saddle, and is con-
tinued over the horses backs to the driver’s seat.
Should the horses run away with the carriage the
driver has but to pull the strap, when the trace
buckles are instantly loosencd, and the horses run
free with all the harness cxcept the traces, which
remain attached to the carriage, the vebicle and its
occupants reeciving no injury.

Mr. Coursol, the magistrate who, tosay the least,
so rashly discharged the St. Albans raiders from
custody, has been suspended, peading the enquiry
of a commission into his conduct. We trust that
the investigation will be thorough, and that all
doubts as to the motives which actuated Mr. Cour-
sol will, il possible, be cleared up —Toronto Globe.

S e -

We learn from a party residing in the vicinity ol
the antimony mines in Prince William, that the
temporary working of the mine realizes one dollar
per pound for a portion of the material which the
workmen are now obtaining. We “re likely to hear
further on this subject before the mine isexhausted.
— Reporter.

New York, Feb. 1.—The Commereial’s Washjng-

ton despatch says there is a sensation among old
lawyers here caused by the admission of a eolored
| lawyer, named J. S. Rock, to practice in the Sa-
' preme Court on motion of Mr. Sumner. This vir-
tually upsets the Dred Scott decision.
The standing army of Brazil numbers about 20,-
{ 000 men. and in addition there is a national guard
of about 100,000 men,simiiar in its character to the
American Militia. The Brazillian Navy consists of
about one hundred vessels, over thirty of which are
gunboats,

———

8%~A Missouri postmaster thus expresses his
opinion that his official returns are correet : ¢ I
hereby certify that the four goin A Counte is as
near Rite as I now how to maik it if there is eny
mistake it is not Dun a purpers.”

Tee Pore's Bouir v Evrope.—The journals of
Germany show that the impression produced by the
encyclical letter 1n those countries has been the same
a8 in France. All in regarding it a8 ¢ mani-

1865.

The merits and defects of the present P

JAMES WATTS, Publisher & Proprietor.
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[For the Scntinwel.
History of Railways.

COMPILED FROM

»

AUTHENTIC SOURCES.

PART 187,

Railways or roads on which tracks of iron, or
other smooth material, are laid for the easy transit
of wheel carriages or waggons, appcar to have
been first introduced during the early period of the
seveniteenth century, in the neighborhood of New-
castle-upon-Tyne, in the north of England; for the
purpose of facilitating the carriage of coals from the
pits, in waggons, to the discharging places for shir—
ment on the river Tyne. They consisted simply
of pieces ot .timber scantltng imbedded in the ordi-
nary highway road, or turnpike, in such a manner,
being mn straight lengths and laid parallel, as to
form wheel-tracks for the coal-waggons to run on.
These wooden rails were laid upon transverse tim-
bers, or sleepers, at regular intervals, and secured
with wooden pegs, or treenails, the sleepers being
also imbeded in the material of the roadway.—
These timber tracks naturally presented a much
smoother surface for the wheels to run upon, than
the very ims)erfect roads previously used, and
%hereby greatly increcased the tractive power of the
1or'se.

On account of the great advantages arising from
such a rude and primitive kind of railway, the in-
troduction of these timber tracks became extensive
in many ol the mining districts,and several im-
provements in the construction of a more perma-
‘nent way were subsequently made, in order to
keep pace with the times. About the year 1716,

clinations occurred, occasioning a much greater
draunght, wear and tear upon the wood rail, and
frequent breakages, to nail or screw down thin
plates of malleable iron upon the upper surface of
the track, so that the waggons by the help of a
still smoother surface, were able to be drawn past,
or run by gravitation over, the most diflicult points
and places without hindrance or inconvenience.—
Anocther improvement was made, which consisted
in the addition of a second set of rails similar to
first, and spiked to them on top, by which peculiar
and economical arrangement, the renewal of the
first track, so far as the taking up was eoncerned,
was thue asuuered unnecessary ; another advantage
herein gained was that by raising i this. manner
the level of the rail, a greater depth of Dhallast or
road material was spread over the sleepers, thereby
making a much better intermediate roadway or
towpath for the horses to travel on. The circum-
stances under which these roads were constructed
were such that tke descent from the pit was inva-
riably towards the river or sea shore, and being
with the traflic was, of course a material advan-
tage; in many instances it was so arranged that
the horses being unshackled, the waggons ran down
by their own gravity, and arriving at the “ dump-
head” or *staythe,” tipped up and discharged their
contents down the * shoot” which led to the “hold”
of the vessel beneath.

About the year 1767, cast iron were substituted
in lieu of the wooden rails and iron plate, and this
change is said to have been suggested by the devout
wish of the iron masters tor the laudable purpose of
keeping their furnaces at work during a season of
unusual depression in the market value of their
manufactures; these iron bars were found too prac-
tically valuable to admit of a return to the wooden
rails, and improvements of various kinds were sub-
sequently introduced. Being evidently the inten-
tion to supercede the flanged wheel previously in
use, the rails were cast in the form of long narrow
plates, with a vertical rim, or web, on one side, in
shape like the letter L, and thus the wheels were
retained in their places without the use of the
flange required for running on the plain bars; to
this description of rail was given the name’of ‘tram’
or ¢ plate rail,” and hence the origin of the term
¢ plate laying’ used at the present day, to designate
the operation of laying~our_iron rails. Again, to
supercede the longitudinal timbers or bearings re-
quired for this description of plate rail, other va-
rious sections of cast iron rails were designed, the
result causing a return to the old flanged wheel.
Malleable iron rails of a square form were next in-
troduced, during the ycar 1815, to remedy the de-
feet of frequent breakage to which those of cast
iron were invariably liable, but these, at first, from
their narrowness, were found to injure the wheols
so much, that the restoration of cast iron rails ap-
cared amost imminent, when lo! another and more
formidable invention came to light, viz.. that of
rolling malleable iron rails in lengths of twelve or
fifteen feet, and formed to whatever shape or sce-
tion that might be required. The inventor was a
Mr. Birkenshaw, who obtained his patent in 1820
the rails now used on all our railroads are produced
in a similar, though more perfect, manner by steam
driven machinery, viz., by passing the red hot bars
between massive rollers, indented or grooved accor
ding to the form of rail required.

~Ehus-wedeayn-feom. the foregoing that in

early istory of railways, ani
ly means of locomotion employed to any considera-
ble extent, and that the purpose to which this pow-
er was applied, viz., the conveyance of mineral
produce to a place of shipment, naturally led to the
introduction of the rude raiiroad with subsequent
improvements, and to the application of gravity as
an auxiliary power.

In some instances where a declivity oecurred
steeper than was convenient for the ordinary pow-
er, a self-acting inclined plane was constructed, on
which a train of loaded waggons is allowed to de-
scend by the force of gravitation, to which was at-
tached a rope passing round a large drum-wheel at
the head of the incline, and conducted down a
parallel incline over roller wheels, was attached at
foot to any empty train ; the force of the descent’
of the loaded train being sufficient to draw up the
empty train to the top of the planc. The largest
drum wheel is furnished with a powerful lever-
break apparatus to assist the waggon breaks when
required ; this very excellent contrivance was in-
troduced toward the latter part of the last century,
and has been extensively used within the past few
few years. 'The adoption of stationary engines in
licu of these next followed, and locomotive engines
have alse been tried since the year 1805, although
for more than twenty years after this period, their
powers were very imperfectly developed. In the
year 1829, three eminent engineers, Messrs. Walk-
cr, Rastrick and Telford reported against the en-
gines then constructed as not being suitable for
railway purposes, so strong was the feeling tha?
they were not economical ; these reports, we are in- |
formed, induced the Directors of the Liverpool and !
Manchester Railway to offer a prize of £500, say |
$2,500, for the best” locomotive engine, the weight |
of which was not to exceed six tons! This procecd-
ing gave an important impetus to the locomotive
business and machinists, and ended in establishing
the superiority of these wheeled engines over all
other existing modes and systems of travelling.—
Three great competitors entered the field for chief
distinction, Stephenson, Erickson, and Hackworth,
the names of their respective engines being thus
recorded, Stephenson’s “ Rocket,” Erickson’s ¢ va-
elty,’ and Hackworth's ¢ Sansparcil,’ cach engine
went through the ordeal of a severe test, and the
prize was fairly won by the Rocket, which with a
gross load of seventeen tons averaged a speed of
fourteen miles per hour, and after the trialy were
over, the same engine reached a speed of thirty . five
miles per hour, without aload. From this eventful
period, we may date the rapid maturing of rail-
roads in the United Kingdom of Great Britain, and

In England alone, during the ten vears ending
1840, the incredible amount of sizty million pounds
was devoted to the construction of railways.

(To be Continued.)

The death of a lady in Pittefield, Mass., is an-
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; Hon. Mr. Hatheway. |

This gentleman now occupies a peculiarly promi-
nent position before the ¢ountry, and what he does
and says has attached to it 2 good deal of interest and
importance. We lave not published the corres-
pordence between him and his Excellency because
our space has been foo fully pre-engaged. But wg
may now state the prominent conclusions of this
¢orrespondence. First, in 3 letter dated 9th of Jan-
uary, Mr. H. tenders his resignation, because he says
it is the intention of the Government to subsit the
matter to the Legislature at its next session ; further
he says:

A large majority. of the Executive Council has
adopted the resolutions of the conference,and a lead--
ding member of the Council, togethe r with others of
the Delegates, have used extraordinary efforts to
convince the prople in varios parts of the Province
of the great benefits that will result from such a un-
ion.

Witli every respect for the opinions of my col-
leagues in the Couneil, and after having given this
important guestion the most careful and anxious
consideratior, I any tnable to agree with the views
of a majority of them. , i i

I consider it unnecéssary here to state the grounds
tpon which I dissent, as thc{ are well known' to my
wolleagues ; it is suflicient that.on the most
ant question that ever came before the Esecutive -
Council, and one which involves an entire change in
the Constitution of the country, I differ altogether
from a majority of the Council. TUnder these cir-
cumstances I feel that my continuance in the Gov-
érnmernt would be not only embarrassing to my col-
leagues and myself, but unconstitutional and impro-
per.

In reply hiz Excellency gives a direct econtradict-
ion to the views of Mr. Hatheway as to the intention
of the Government, and says :

As the Provincial Secretary, with the concurrence
of his colleagues, had: sought and obtained my per-
mission ¢o state publicly that the Ju nt of the
Legislature would not be sought until the election of -
anew Parliament, I thought you must be ih some de-
gree mistaken on this point. = I have comiithicated
the contents of your letter to the Exeevtive Couneil,
and am anthorised to assure you not only that there
is not, but that there never has been any intention of
submitting the ¢gurestion for the decision of the Legi
lature until after the dissolution of the existing Par-
liament.

I his reply Mr. Hatheway assumes, ce&hlly, a
very honorable position.

I'think I may fairly infer from your Excellency's
langnage, that it is the intention of the Government
to refer to it in the Speech, and to submit the reso-
lution'to the House, and I have the statement of my
colleagnes in the Government that suth is their in-
tention.

Whether, therefore, the question is submitted for
the decision of the Legislature or not, it appears to
me that I, as a member of the Government, would be
bound to support it in the event 6f'any question be-
ing raised upon it in the House, and from the course
which bas been pursned by some leading members of
the opposition since the resolutions were made pub-
lic T cannot doubt that every possible effort will be
made to attack the Government on that question.

In what position then would I be placed, enter-
taining the opinion I do on the question, if I should
remain in the Government ?

Would I not he constitutionally bound to support
my colleagues ? and I ask your Ixecellency if it is
right that I should continue a member of the Govern
ment, while I aurin direct opposition to my colleag-
ues on any impotrtant question.

In his reply his Excellency states that no change
had taken place in the attitude of the Government
since November 16th ; and Mr. ITatheway in his re-
joinder cannot agrec with his Excellency on this
point, nor allow himself to be placed in a false posi-

tion, and further that

~¥eur Jixcelleney will recollect that at a meetin

OfCOUn(mmiuvmt House on the Qveg.
ning of the 15th Nov., T was not the only member of
the Coauncil who objected to the adoption of the Re-

port; and that in consequence of such objection no
decision was arrived at.

The Council met again on the 16th of Nov., at the
Council Chamber, Your Excellency not being
ent when 1 again repeated my objections to the
scheme, but a majority having agreed to adopt the

icport, I withdrew from the Council Board, stati

that in consequence of their action I had no right to
be there, and I therefore do not hold myself respon-
sible for the decision.

The resignation was therefore aceepted.

Mr. Hatheway is now therefore in the field a can-
didate for the representation of York, opposed to the
Government and the Confederation scheme: We
have in the Head Quarters of the 1st inst. a report of
speeches delivered by him and Mr. Allen at Nash-
waak (the latter gentleman is likewise in opposi-
tion). After telling his audience how, when he con-
sented to the delegation to Canada, little he thought
a minority of the Council would have assented to an
arrangement by which the whole constitution of the
country was to be changed without first submitting
it for the approval of their colleagues, he thus gives
his reasons for not immediately resigning :

The question would be asked, and very
too. * It these were your opmions, why
then

-

‘properly,
not resign
?”  He would tell themt what was the reason,

| and he was glad that he saw before him one gentle-

man to whom he could refer—he alluded to Mr.
Pickard. On the 22nd of November he wrote out
his resienation. 1le told Mr. Pickard what he in-
tended to do. e conferred with Mr. M'Donald,
Mr. Randolph, and some others of his strong person-
al friends, and they strongly advised him not to re-
sign. They could not see the constitational point
as he did.  Said they, “ Tilley has announced that
the Government do not intend to move in the mat-
ter this winter. We cannot sce how you can be
implicated.” He appealed now to Mr. Pickard if
what he stated was not correct?

E\Ir. Pickard—* It was true.”

n consequence of their advice he tore up his re-

signation.

Mr. H. here referred to the Railway discussion of .
1862 and said :

The question was put daily to Mr, Tilley, “ Can
vou define the route ?”

id he answer? No. But he would puta
tion to Mr. Tilley, (and he saw before Ilh%:
Hogg of the Keporter, and he wished Mr. H. to

it through the press to Mr. Tilley), “Mr. b
were you not told by the Duke of Newcastle -
the Imperial guarantee would not be given for a

loan :’?:onstrucc the read by the :Vﬂky*d“ P4 T
John, or near the American frontier? If you were



