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The House of Commons having got

Mz. Epiror,— Although it may do very lit- | fairly to work, took a recess last week

tle good in view of recent legislation to dis- | t
cuss the removal of the Shiretown any further,
yet you will, perhaps, allow me briefly to
reply to Mr. Baird's last letter and to your |
last article upon the subject.

As the Sextixen has always shown grea
favor to its correspondents, and
given prominence to matters re
up river country, you have eve
think that your co

I

| tions.
¢ | which may be taken before we go to
baﬂ-eSpecially | press. -
lating to the | ral opimon e
ry reason t0 | be allowed to take his seat, but be ar-| /o o us small as that of this ]
lumns should be chosen in | pegted and imprisoned before he ¢

o extend over Easter.

The ** Riel” matter is one that gives
romise of very unpleasant complica-
We write in advance of action,

IR W D Mt - e

thought that when Confederation becaive a |
fact, the Upper House should have been done

away with. In discussing the Lill ke wi-hed | wrests ar growing larger also, and to guard
to do so with all the respect dus to the Leg- | against it is better to have two Houses. He
islative Council as a body of geptl men en-! hoped members woull seriously consider

titled to the respect of himxelf, the Lower
House and country, and to upproach the sub- |
ject eimply from a public standpoint. The |

There seems to be a pretty gene-
ntertained that Riel will not

an do

(Government of the Proviuee may be success- |
Peully erried o8 Without wit is called the]
| gho_‘:‘k of the lu'gi,\f;ni\e' Council. \\llh ill
'rovince, it
' is necessary that all proper retrenchment

. - | . . . < . . "
preference to those of any other journal for| ., = Tf this is not the case, his expulsion | should be seriously considered. The power \

the discussion of our local affairs. My rea-
son for selecting the Express as the paper in
which to publish the petition and letter which
has given rise to this discussion, was that
thereby the least time would be lost, the Ez-
press being published three times a week.—
You suggest that your mind remains the same
on the sabject as ever ; but then you know
the old law about a man convinced against
bis will, &e.

To Mr. Baird 1 may explain that *“the
gratuitous insult’’ which I noticed was the
closing paragraph of his letter to the Tele-
graph. ** The facts which Mr. Lugrin sub.
mitted against the removal of the Shiretown
are considered as mere assertions, probably
influenced by local prejudices or private in-
terests ;’ and I think that to charge one with
prejudice and self interest without a shadow
of foundation is to offer a gratuitous insalt.

Mr. Baird is wrong in his caleulation of
the area of the two divisions into which he

sats off the County. Below a line drawn due
cast from Grand Falls there is just 1540
square miles, above it 1063 square miles—in-
stead of 1575 and 600, as estimated by Mr.
Baird. To show that my figures are correct,
the area above the line can be laid off in two
triangles—one having a base of 46 miles and
an altitude of 36 miles ; the other a base of
47 and an altitade of 10 miles. Multiply the
bases by one half the respective altitudes and
add the products, and we have the area of the
two triangles. Now Grand Falls is admit-
tedly sufficiently central for this 1063 square
miles, and being on the border of the 1540
square miles, must be more convenient fo
any portion of the latter district which lies
above a line drawn midway between Grand
Falls and the upper line of Perth and Ando-
ver than any point in these Parishes. Such
a line would take 414 squure miles of the
lower - district, 2. ¢., a four-sided figure 40
miles long and 9 miles wide, which must be
added to the upper district ; and thus it is
proved beyond the possibility of a successful
contradiction that Grand Falls is central in
respect to 1477 square miles, and a point
upon the upper line of Perth or Andover is
central in respeet to only 1120 square miles;
and from this latter area must be deducted,
as I showed in my letter to the Telegraph,
fully 500 square miles which lies between the
head waters of the Campbell River, Gulguac
and Miramichi, and will not be available for
settlement for years to come, if at all. * Thess
remarks of course aEply to the County of
Victoria ae it was when this discussion be-

an ; if Madawaska be extended to the lower
fine of St. Leonard’s the figures will be alter-
ed.

Iam glad to know that Mr. Baird has
spent much time in exploration and in study-
ing the geography of this County; becanse
when he says this and allows important geo-
graphical statements to go uncontradicted,
their correctness scems pretty well establish-

As to the matter of roads which would
make Grand Falls mox}z oonvenienl:,l &’cplo My
opinion is based upon four personal explora-
ti‘:ms on these dn%qerent routes across the

country between the St. John and North side|

two explorations undertaken by
expe woodsmen, partially at my ex-
pense, over the same district; a systematic
course of enquiry extending over five years,
and measurement upon the maps; and it is
to the effect that after the construction of cer-
tain roads persons residing upon Tobique
River, above T
Jobn at Grand Falls more readily than at
any other point. '

{admit that Mr. Baird feels a deedp inter-
est in the welfare of the County, and believe
he has done what he considered right in nf-
vocating the removal of the Shiretown. My

of Tobique ;

only complaint was that he unnecessarily de-|

scended into personalities.
Yours, truly,
CHAS. 8. LUGRIN.
Grand Falls, April 5, 1874. Wil g

For THE CARLETON SENTINEL.

Mg. Epiror,—A few weeks since 1 noticed
in the SENTINEL an extract from a Houlton
paper under the heading of ** speedy transit,”
stating that the ‘“ CARLETON SENTINEL Was
published on Friday and reached Houlton on
the Tuesday following.”” The distance, I
thiok, is twelve miles. Now, sir, we can
beat that ¢ for high” all to pieces, as the
SexTiNeL is published on Friday and reaches
Lower Brighton Office on Monday, the dis-
tance being seven miles. Now 1 am not a

fessional grumbler, and am not going to
fiud fault with any one in particular, for I
don’t know where the fault 1s, but it is some-
where ; however, I believe the mails leave
Woodstock Saturday mornings, and it looks
strange that the SENTINEL is_read in St. Jobn
and at Grand Falls before it can be seen here,
seven miles from where it is published. Can

you help us any?
; JACK PLANE.
Lower Brighton, April 6, 1874.
Nore.—We will enquire into the matter.
Weare obliged to our correspondent for bring-
ing the subject to our attention.—Enps. SeN.
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TERMS OF THE SENTINEL.

Subscription $1.50 a year in advance.

Transient Advertisements should be accom-
panied by the money to ensure insertion.

Short notices not exceeding 6 lines, 50 cents
first insertion; 15 cents each subsequent insertion.

Notices respecting Notes of hand &o.,3 inser-
tione $1.00.
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“‘ Sn;'rmm. Orrice, in Allan’s
Brick Building, up stairs

e

WE are too anxious to avoid a polemi-
cal controversy to follow * P.” in his line
of argument, which is quite open to criti-
cism, any further than this, necessary in
self-defence.

“ P.” commenced by charges that we
showed to be not justified, and he ends
in like manner. He knows little of our
disposition when he supposes that we are
or can be pleased at anything calculated
most remotely to eftect any branch of the
Christian Church. We suggest to “ P.”
that in discussing so grave a question a
more conciliatory tone than he adopts
would be more becoming and more eftec-
tive. We confess not to see the apposite-
ness of * P.'s” quotation at the beginning
of hislast letter to indifference on the part
of those who have weighty intcrests in
trust.

Touching the * laxity” of our views of
the nature of an oath, we infer that ¢ P.”
means clergymen at ordination take an
vath, and receive through its means a
gift. We can conceive of mo gift receiv-
ed which those clergymen who leave the
church do not by the act of severance
surrender and thus meet * P.'s” condi-
tion. We assure * P.” that we attach
grave importance to an oath or pledge,
and yet can not but believe that the
clergymen referred to, honest in their ex-
pressed convictions, are | ustified in doing
what under such convictions they believe
to be their duty.

Remeuser the grand Concert, by the
Woodstock Band, on Wednesday even-
ing next. The Band has ever been ready
to lend its services on public occasions,
and bas, with a great outlay of time and
money, reached a state of proficiency of
which the community may well feel
proud. We trust therefore a generous

atronage will be accorded the Concert on
Wednesday evening, and the Band thus
be enabled to provide the new instru-
ments necessary for its completeness.

Reyv. Thomas Neales, Reetor of Wood-
stock, was made the recipient of a very
liberal donation from his parishioners on,
and before, Easter Monday, for which he
returns them an acknowledgement of
thanks.

R ————————

hree Brooks, can reach the St. |

| from the House will be moved and carried. !-

It is anticipated that the Government

fying law and the rights of society.

On the 1st.

and guarded against.

cinets of this House.

went on in holes and corners.

division.

Jenkins as agent for Canada at London.

on next Friday week.

postponed until Wednesday next ; carried.

lished elsewhere :—
operatéon.
of
cities and incor

change

Bible out of the schools.

pressed to him by Catholics.

for the ensuing term :—
Richard Cluft, W. P.;
Allison B. Connell, W. A.:
Geo. I. S. Garden, R. S.;
Thomas L. Evans, Chaplain ;
Wm. Wallace, F. S. ;
John Graham, Treasurer :
H. P: Baird, Conductor;
John Kerrigan, A. C. ;
Jas. Pickle, 1. S.;
P. Gallagher, O. S.:
Robert Smith, P. W. P.

ed over the claims of our

gives the Roman Catholics here.

stood.

of late American papers.

lish papers.

than diminishes.

tions.

Donald.

otherwise than has been done.

oftenders of this class.

the connection,

islativ& Council.

day.

cation.

the higher priced magazines.

with any number.
Magazine, Newburgh, N. Y.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Frepericron, Mar, 31.
yeas, 17 nays
no change was necessary.
Britain was against it in any case.
States.

progressive measures of the age.
a time when property alone was represented

matter how intélligent, were not permitted
other districts.

the measure.

Mr. Wedderburn committed a bill,

thereof.

will treat him as a fugitive from justice,
and a very large majority of the common-
ers will promptly sustain them in such |
action. There is a principle behind the |
individual that must be held sacred, and
while the law provides an impartial trial|
for Riel, he may not be sanctioned in de-

Meanwhile much excitement exists in
Ottawa and throughout Ontario, and
ersonal violence towards Riel is feared |

Mr. Chisholm moved that the Speaker be
requested to issue an order prohibiting the
sale of intoxicating liquors within the pre-

Mr. Cauchan opposed the Resolution, be-
cause when, in 1848, a similar Resolution
was passed, it did not affect the evil of drink-
ing, as when the bar was closed members
brought bottles with them, and drinking

The Resolution was finally carried without

Sir John A. McDonald moved for papers
connected with the appointment of Edward

The Minister of Finance said he hoped to
have his estimates in the hands of members
on their return after Easter ; if such was the
case he would make his financial statement

It was moved by Mr. Ouimet that the or-
der requiring the presence of Louis Riel be

The IHouse adjourned until this day week.

Desirous as we are to do every possi-
ble justice to Mr. Irvine, we give this
report of his speech from the Freeman,
differing somewhat from the report pub-

Mr. Irvine spoke at some length, condemn-
ing the old system and lauding that new in
Ile was in favor of allowing Ca-
tholic children in country districts to reccive
religious instruction ** during the sixth hour
school session, or on the sixth day of
the week,” and as this cannot be done in
ted townse, he would so
the law as to admit of every fifty
Catholic children having the same privilege.
He thought it was a mistake to throw the
He was not willing
that the Catholic teachers should be exempt-
ed from the same training and examination
as other teachers, but he would concede all
the other claims so far as they had been ex-

At the regular meeting of Carleton
Division, No. 119, 8. of T., held on Mon-
day evening, 6th inst.,, D. G. W.P. Wm
Wallace installed the following officers

Some of the Quebec papers are amus-
( man Catholie
friends to have the same privileges grant-
‘ed them here that are extended to the
Protestant minority in Quebec. These
papers say that the Protestant schools in
the latter Province, under the school
law, are essentially secular and can be
nothing else, and just what our laws

"WE devote all our available space to
Legislative matters, chiefly to the debate
on Mr. Wedderburn’s school resolutions.
It will be seen that the majority in favor
of the law is large and satisfactory. Mr.
Irvine has explained himself, and we
hope his speech has been so reported as
that his position will be fairly under-

Mr. J. H. Whitley, New York; Mr.
John D. Newman, of the same city, and
Mr. J. H. Thomas, La Porte, California,
will accept our thanks for copious fyles
M. McGuirk,
Esq., bas also our thanks for late Eng-

Reviciovs.—The interest in religious
matters, in this town, rather increases
The special services in
the various churches are still attended
by large and deeply interested congrega-
On Sabbath last, seven more per-
sons were baptized by the Rev. Mr. Mec-

Tuxr Globe is somewhat severe on the
Magistrates who sent the boy Grieves to
the Penitentiary. The caseis a sad one,
but as, we believe, it was not the boy’s
first offence, it was difficult to deal with it
1t shows
the want of some reformatory prison for

Ovur attention has been called to the
fact that under the Act of 1873 the con-
nection by rail of the N. B. & C. Railroad
with the Railroad Bridge over the River,
will be entitled to the land subsidy there-
in provided ; this, with the $10,000 for
the Meduxnakik Bridge, should ensure

WE have but space to say thai Mr.
Lindsay has accepted a seat in the Leg-
| And that the Legisla-
ture terminated its session on Wednes-

Book Norices.—The April number of Wood’
Household Magazine now upon our table, well
sustains its reputation as a first-class live publi-
While its contents are not deep or
scientific, its pages are free from trashy sensa-
tional stories, and are full of bright sunny read-
ing that goes home to the heart. The magazine
contains its usual number of illustrations and
its general appearance compares favorably with
Subscription
price one dollar a year; with chromo YoseMITE
one dollar and a half. Subscriptions may begin
Address, Wood’s Heusehold

Mr. Alward's simultaneous election bill got
the three months hoist, the vote being 21

Mr. Lindsay opposed the biil and thought
A man should be
allowed to vote on his property wherever
situated. Electi ns all over the States were
gimultaneous, but the experience of Great
He
thought Mr. Alward was an annexationist
and too fond of the example of the United

Mr. Irvine believed the bill was one of the
There was

when it ruled the Country; when men, no

without property, to exercise the franchise
Governments bring on elections in their
strong holds to unduly influence electors in
The bill will tend to purity
of Government, and he hoped this Govern-
ment would recognize the good principle of

Mr
Harrison in the chair, to abolish Legislative
Council and to make other provisions in view
Mr. Wedderburn referred to the |
opinion just expressed by Mr. Adams that |
private members should not introduce such a ,
measure as this, and cited a number of cases| Assembly miz¥t be defeated. The cost of
in which copstitutional changes had been|the Council is only about £9,000 and not|qpe and if the overthrow of the present law
either attempted, or pffected entirely outside | $10,000 a year, and if the Lower House had |jg o;me secured, sep

of tbus amending the constitution is fully |
| given by the Britizh North American Act.— |
It may be urged that it is no use to pass it
| here asit will be thrown out in Upper House ; |
| on that point he would refer to the action |
taken by the Assembly of Prince Kdward Is-|
land, when it passed the bill making that|
Legislative Council elective. The Council

threw it out, but the matter being carried to |
the Privy Council, Her Majesty sustained the |
action of the Assembly. It 1s argued very
often that the Upper Hoeuse is necessary
a check on this body, but there iz no good |
ground for such an objection to the Lill, be-

cause the Lower House Legislation is under

the Lieut. Governor and Attorney General's

immediate cepsorship. It has to pass through

the hands of the Governor General and Min-

ister of Justice and may finally be passed

upon by the Queen and her law officers. The

Council has not played a very important part

in our Legislation of late, their functions be-
ing exercised with but a few exceptions in
the mere crossing of a T, or the dotting of
an I, and the fact that several vacancies have
remained unfilled for a long time, while im-
portant Legislation has been effected is eyi-
dence that importance commensurate with
the cost of that body does not attach to it.—
There have been a vacancy for York for two
sessions, for Charlotte one session, practically

us

King's one session, and for Sunbury two, if
not four sessions, and during this time an
Election Law, a School Law, a Common
Law procedure Act, an Attachment Law, a
Railway subsidizing act, and a law for the
abolition of imprisenment for debt bave been
given to the country, while Better Terms,
the readjustment of the debt of the Domin-
jon, a Maritime Legislative Union, and this
present amendment to the Constitution have
engaged the attention of the House and coun-
try, and yet the Legislative Council has not
been called on in any of these to be a check
on the Lower House, It is fair to say that
if the Legislative Council did not exist mea-
sures would be more carefelly considered in
the Lower Iouse. Ile had introduced this
measure two years ago, and had since been
asked why he had not pushed it foryvard.—
He did not do so because he would thereby
put figures and arguments into the mouths
of those who were opposing our better terms
claims, and besides he desired to wait and sce
what was the experience of Ontario. That
Province has but cne Chamber, and is feund
to work well, as shown by the closing
gpeeches of the Licut. Governor in 1871.—
He next went into the expense of the Upper
House, taking one year, which he said was a
fair average. In that year their pay and
travelling expences were $4,128.40; contin-
gencies, $1,080.05; postage, $341.13; tele-
grams, $435.47 ; binding journals, $262.95;
Clerk’s salary, $1,360; assistant do., $700;
preparing index to journals, $1G0; station-
ery and parchment, $947.32; Chaplain, mes-
genger, usher, doorkeepers and engrossing
clerk, $790; printing, $881.60, or #$11,-
096.82 in all. Deducting on account of
parchpent, ete.. for the Lower House, malke
the cost $10,000. The $60,000 thus spent
in six years since Confederation, might have
been spent some other way more,to the ad-
vantage of the Province. Iu 1850 a memo-
rial passed the House of Assembly praying
Her Majesty that the Legislative Council be
made elective, For that memorial were
twenty-six yeas and only five nays, and
among the majority were men whose names
are honorably associated with the political
history of the country. Such men as Parte-
low, L.. A, Wilmot, I'isher, Hapington, Rit-
chie, Connell, Wark, Iind, Botsford, Vail,
Woodward, and others. Afterwards, in
1851, a general election having intervened, a
measure was introduced tc make the Council
elective.
the Upper Branch, Hon. Mr. Chandler is re-

rted in Mr. Fenety’s notes, page 382, to

ave spoken an hour in favor of the bill,
dwelling principally on the want of political
independence in the Council, and the absence
of all interest in it; and a vote to postpone
was only carried by ten to seven. Messrs,
Chandler, Botsford, Hill, I1azen, Crane, Con-
nell, Kinnear and Brown hging the minority.
The rejection of the bill 1é8d to a dead lock
on the question of supply, and during the de-
bates in the House when again all the leading
men condemned the constitution of the Coun-
cil, Mr. Ritchie is reported to have said the
people were united on this, that the Council
were responsible neither to the Crown nor
the people, but opposed the wishes of both.
Mr. Tilley said the Council was supposed to
represent wealth and influence, but it did
rot. Messrs, Thompson, Hanington, Need-
ham and others spoke in like terms ; and it
was only after many days that the dead lock
was removed by a little yielding on the Sup-
ply bill by both parties. This was the poli-
tical character of the Council when the Pro-
vince had all its independent Legislative
functions ; and while there were effective
men in that branch to-day, he (Wedderburn)
thought the urgument stronger against the
necessity for any second chamber since all
the large questions of legislation had been
removed to Ottawa. Mr. Wedderburn con-
cluded by paying a tribute to many members
of the Council and the Council collectively
for its past history. IHe could not endorse
the contempt or ridicule so often pointed at
them. Ie would not do so even if it would
carry his proposed bill. While the Council
continued to exist he would always vote to
maintain its privileges, and respect its inde-
pendent rights, He approached the subject
entirely on political and constitutional
grounds, and he believed the Lower House
would at all times best consult its own dig-
nity by jealously joining to sustain and protect
the dignity of the Upper Branch, s> long as
the people permitted it to exist. Believing
the changed position of the Province under
Confederation had rendered the Council un-
necessary ; that the Assembly would use
greater care in its own sphere if no Council
existed ; that the enormous cost entailed by
the continuance of the Council might be de-
voted to important external services; and
that the people required that we should not
keep up the same establishment as that be-
fore Confederation. He was in favor of the
abolition of the Council. Nor was this by
any means the only reduction of expenditure
which could be safely made. There were
others to which he intended to refer at the
proper time, and would only now guard him-
self by saying that he would act after mature
judgment, at the same time not being in fa-
vor of paring down the expendityre unneces-
sarily, as unwise economy was generally the
worst extrayagance,

S

April 1.

The Attorney General said be could not
agree with the bill, as the Legislative Coun-
cil was a useful and important body, quite
as much &0 as ever it was. Acts passed since
the Union are quite as important as any pass-
ed in the same period of time at any time
before Union. Before Union the Legislative
Council had as little to say in the matter of
tariff as il now has with supply. The Le-
gislature before Union dealt very little with
banking, insolvency and other subjects which
have occupied so much of the time of the
Dominion Parliament. Very nearly the same
range of questions now occupy the Local
Legislature as before the Union, therefore
the Council is as necessary as ever it was,
Since the Union this Legislature has passed
more acts than in any ten years previous.
This should be made a question at the polls.
In a matter like this British usage and pre-
cedent is something that should be consider-
ed, and but one case where there is a single
branch Legislature—that of Ontario—can be
found. Daniel Webster commended the
double branch system, and the experience of
the United States is against the principle of
this bill. It is not shown Ontario is getting
along any better than before, while several
bills passed by that Legislature have been
found wltra vires. If the subjects this Le-
gislature has to deal with are of sufficient
importance for serious legislation, let no false
ideas of economy lead to any course being
taken that will lower the standard of our
Legislature. The checks referred to by Mr.
Wedderburn wil! not hinder improvident le-
gislation, and no one will agree that the
functions of the Upper House are only ex-
ercised in dotting en I or crossing a I. They
are a body who asct with a great deal of
judgment and careful deliberation, He believ-
ed they were not canvassed as much as was
often alleged in order that bills passed in the

)

| whether it would be safe to trust ourselves
| to a new syetem against prec«*dcnt, excepting

L}

for two sessions for Northumberland, for|Pp

Upon the passing of this bill to |P

AW TH

roater than now, and the saving to the
ountry n t =0 wuch after all. Lobbying 1n-

M

o PR

Four years ago the people of St. John had
delegated to him the honor and responsibility
of representing them. I'rom the first he had
stood up in defence of the local constitution,
and unwaveringly had he supported free non-

it one case, and when that one case only
covers an experience of seven years.

A division being taken on the motion to
postpone consideration for three months the
DAINES Were :

Yeas— Messrs, Iraser, King, Kelley, Ste-
venson, Willis, Tibbets, Blanchard, Theriault,
Landry, Adams, O‘Leary, Beckwith, Han-
ington, Donald, Robinson, Nowlan, Buatler
almer, Humphrey, Girouard—20,
Navs—Messrs, McQueen, Crawford, Wed-
derburn, Hibbard, Gillespie, Ryan, Maher,
Willinms, Covert, Irvine, Brown—11.

And =o the motion was carried.

Mr. Wedderburn, at eight o’clock, moved
Lis resolutions relating to the petitions before
the House from Catholics of the Province,
asking that they be allowed the same educa-
tional privileges as are accorded to the Pro-
estant min: rity in Quebec. e said the re-
was to move would commend

’

<o.utions he
th
that lengthened discussion would no doubt
not be necessary. The question was one
agitating, not only New DBrunswick, but the

<

the medium of the ballot box.

ticers of the Crown.

anteed to them by the Constitution.

their principle.
petitioned on the
uncertain sound from the Legislature.
had another reason. e gat in the House o

wade that former petitions bLad been con
temptously and silently consigned to the file
of the House. Ile knew no discourtesy wa

the Roman Catholic representatives men o

ror

great political strugg

expression of regret and surprise on the face

in New Brunswick

a position to make such a charge, howeve
unfair in itself,

be. Sowe had said that the word * regret

in his resolutions was a mistake.

mooted in the country and entertained by th

practicable. The Catholics say, * Bat yo
are all Protestants.”

ed taxes.

which it was contributed. The people of th

by which their rights are guaranteed t

is touched it should be again submitted t

irrevocably and forever in the Province

tion of the people thus obtained,
Wedderburn read from the B. N. A, Act t

remedy of the people.] He asked if such
sweep as that should be made against th

ture thus sent to the winds,

from Ottawa are to be relied on, our con

When our rights are thu

popinjays,

in the calandar of the country,

lution, respectively.
“ And whereas certain exclusive rights

first made or obtained and signified by Ad-

tion in the machinery of the law as would
secure separate schools. Will any man claim
that the Province can retrograde to the old
Parish School Act, thus amended by all
bodies of christiane? With all it had ac-
complished, it was admittedly a failure, and
the taxation involved in doing so would be
enormous, for under the disguise of going
back to the Parish School Act, we would
have to do all the work over again and con-
struct a new system; and there would be
added, as the chief corner stone, Separate
Schools. Even those who profess and those
who pretend repeal, will say they only seek
a new law, and not an acceptanee of the old

arate Schools will inevit-

Frox Mr. E. D. Watts, of the Vie- the Government, He a;_rr,‘(.d with the At-|to exercise more care with bills—as it would ably follow—fixed upon the country by the

oria House, St. John, we have received

late English papers.

e

torney General that the constitution shou
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1d | have to do were the Council abolished—its | British North American Act—* not for aday | large districts, The swmall districts

not be unneeessarily interfered With, yet he ! sessicns would be longer and ite expenseiphyt for all time,”

emselyes so generally to hon. members

world generally, and it not only enters large-
ly into the a~pirations of the men and women
of the country, but also of those who have
not vet arrived at that point from which they
can make their sentiments known through
He referred
to the fact that when the terms of Confeder-
ation were before the Westminister Confer-
ence, pressure was brought to bear by which
the educational privileges then enjoyed by
the Catholics of the Upper Provinces were
secured by the DBritish North America Act,
for such had been the decision of the Su-
reme Courts there, and also of the Law Of-

While the resolution referred to the mat-
ter of education it also reached far down to
a question which far transcends every other
in which the Legislature and people are in-
terested—the preservation of the rights guar-
He
was asked why he moved the resolutions
when the Legiclature had already aflirmed
[Te did so because it wae
subject, and becau:e
the country at the present time expects no
e

C.mmons at Ottawa and heard the charge

intended by that action ; but when he looked
over the House of Commons and saw among

the highest standing, refinement and ability,
whose names were associated with the
les in the history of Ca-
nada, and saw the glow of indignation on
their countenances, and when he saw also the

of other, he felt that the cause of education
was suffering in the
niinds of both friends and foes, and he deter-
mined that never again should anyone be in

He had waited long during
the session for some person in accord with
the petitions to move in the matter, but wait-
ed iu vain, and at last he determined to, him-
gelf, bring them fairly and openly before the
Legislature, and secure the respectful but
firm decision of the House, whatever it might

He held
it was not, and that he bad placed it there
advisedly and fully appreciated its meaning,
and he did, and the House would regret that
they cannot comply with the prayer of a
large number cof influential fellow citizens
who had respectfully and constitutionally
Kresvnted their petitions to the Legislature.

petitioners aflirmatively ; and when he could
not, he was prepared, even in a formal vote
of the Assembly, to ingert inits fullest mean-
ing, the regret he felt. From the first mo-
ment a school system based on taxation, was

eople, he advocated the principle that when
the State undertook the education of the
children it should be done regardless of class,
creed or color. Separate schools are not

He held that there is
as much and more difference between some
of those professing the Protestant faith as
between some Protestants and Catholics.
What a state the country would be mn were
all these sects to set up their Schools. It
was a misuse of terms to speak of the moneys
expended by the State as denominational
moneys. The State performs certain func-
tions, it grants to all men certain rights and
accedes and guarantees certain privileges,
throwing around all classes its protection.
In consideration of these the subject contri-
butes his means and the contribution is call-
So soon as these reach the trea-
sury of the State they cease to be Episcopa-
lian or Roman Catholic or Denominational
moneys; they are the moneys of the State
to be expended by it for its legitimate pur-
pose, irrespective of the class or creed by

Province in 1867 by vote at the polls ratified
and accepted the terms of the Union, the act

them and before a letter of that constitution

them and agaio pronounced upon at the polls.
Ip 1872 when an attempt was made to oust
the Local Government a few othersand him-
self, being convinced that the Government's
defeat was sought in order that the School
Act might also be swept out of existence,
advised the late Secretary as Premier, to re-
fer the question to the people at the polls
should the Opposition succeed. He and those
who agreed with him then said that no Gov-
ernment should yield and have established

aystem of Separate Schools without the sanc-
(Here Mr.

show that should the Local Legislature once
pass a measure for Separate Schools it could
not be repealed by it and would remain for
ever the law of the land beyond the reach or

wishes of the people, and our chartered rights,
handed down to us with the sign manual of
the Queen herself, wiped out as with the
dash of a pen, and the acts of this Legisla-
The undermin-
ing proeess, he had learned, was still to be con-
tinued notwithstanding the decided opinion
of our law officers and those of Great Britainon
this subject, for if the rumors which came

stitution will be pulled down by the will of
one man who may be able for the time to

ment and despite the protection which was
guaranteed to us under that constitution we
are to be treated as so many puppets and

trampled upon it will be a black-letter day

Mr. Wedderburn then moved the follow-
ing to be added as fourth preamble and reso-

powers, and jurisdiction have been vested in
legislature of this Province, and guaranteed
to it by the terms and provisions of the Brit-
ish North American Act, 1867, the employ-
ment of which is essential to the welfare of
this Province and the harmonious working
of the constitution, and further resolved that
this House most respectfully but firmly
maintains and submits that no acts should
be done or passed at any time by the Parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, or by the Parliament of the Do-
minion of Canada, to impair, curtail, alter or
withdraw the said right, power and jurisdic-
tion or any of them, without the requisition
or consent of this Legislature for that purpose,

dress from the legislature of this Province.”
Only a few days ago the Freemnan declared
that the Roman Catholics did not wish a re-
peal, and the Rev. Mr. McDevitt had declar-
ed in the Head Quarters that he had for
twenty-five years agitated for direct assess-
ment, and now only desired such an altera-

gectarian education. He would shortly ap-
peal to them again, standigg firmly and un-
equivocally om the platfornt™of the constitu-
tion and accept the issue of non-sectarian
education. If the electors of his native city
| decided he bad for this stand forfeited their
| confidence he would bow to their verdict ; |
| but he would do so with the satiafaction that
| he had acted conmscientiously and with the
unchanged conviction that the day will
' come when the people will confess that
l they were the safest custodians and conser-
vators of the people'sinterests and rights who
had advocated this system of Education, and
had at the same time held out their hand
against every effort to overthrow our com-
mon constitution. (Mr. Wedderburn's speech
was frequently applauded).
Mr. Nowlan, who had attempted to move
an amendment during the discussion on the

oint of order, now moved as follows : —

IWhereas, the School Act passed in 1871
has, in its administration and operation,
proved inequitable and oppressive, and the
beneficial results arising from the burden-
some taxation thereby imposed are not at all
commensurate with the cost; and
IVhereas, the present law has signally fail-
ed in securing the benefits promised by its
promoters, and great dissatisfaction exists in
respect thereto :
Therefore resolved, that in the opinion of
this House the present School Act should be
repealed, and the School Law passed in 1858,
and Acts in addition thereto, and amendment
thereof in force immediately before the pass-
ing of the present Act be revived, with ne-
cessary provisions, protecting existing con-
tracts and assessments,
Mr. Nowlan said he wiched it to go to the
country that there was no man mors anxious
than himself to see upon the Statute Books
and in full operation in ths country a good
School Law. It had been said by Mr. Wed-
derburn that there were no petitions for re-
peal. He would ask if there bad been any
for this Law, which it was now the desire of
the country to see repealed ? The old law,
it was true, had some defects, yet it had not
failed, and had the Government bestowed as
much care and attention on its administra-
tion, and spent as much money on it as on
the present Act, it would have beeu very
much ketter for the I’rovince, more in the
interests of peace and good will among the
people, and a course hy which wany hard
feelings and bitternceses now existing in the
land would have been avoided.

The debate was here adjourned until Sat-

urday morning at ten.

f

8
8

Aplll 4,

Houn. Mr. Williz said he was surprised at
Mr. Nowlan's charges against the working of
the School Act. there was nothiog oppres-
give, nothing inequitable in its operation in
King’s, as etated by Mr. Nowlan, and the
common schools report relating to King’s dis-
roved the assertion. It showed that in
871 there were 98 schools with 3,162 pupils,
while in 1873 there were 107 schools with
4,282 pupils. That state of things was the
rule, with but few exceptions, all over the
Province. He read from the schools report
statistics from the other Counties showing
steady increase, with the exception of Glou-
cester, Northumberland and Victoria; andin
1871 there were 912 schools with 34,305 pu-
pils in the Province, and in 1873 there were
969 schools with 42,243 pupils. There were
more pupils attending the St. John public
schools now than in I871; and Catholic
children are not now counted as they were
then, and the cost per pupil is considerably
less than it was in Halifax in the second year
of the operation of the Nova Scotia School
Act. The taxes were said to have been
greater for schools the last year than the
first, but, by an examination of the books in
the Chamberlain’s office, he had found this
was incorrect. The people have been told
that it costs $28 to teach each pupil in the
schools, but notwithstanding the improved
gystem as to grading, the stimulus given to
teachers, etc., the improved buildings, tho’
in St. John and elsewhere they need to be
and will be improved, better and proper fur-
niture, all of which latter has been paid out
of the taxation already imposed, the cost per
pupil in St. Jobn was only $6.30, while the
cost per pupil in Halifax in the correspond-
ing period was $7.89, and the position of St.
John schools was much better than those of
Halifax in the same period. He referred to
the increase of taxes and the corresponding
increase in the valus of property, and said
that it was in accordance with the well-
known fact that progress in educational mat-
ters ensures progress in others, He claimed
that the schools’ report would show the sys-
tem was not burdensome, but sotisfactory,
and the declaration made in Mr. Nowlan’s
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Nothing would give him greater pleasure

than to be able to answer them or any other
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sustained by any evidence. He referred to
the old school system and school houses, giv-
ing a descri{[tion of the furniture, etc., of the
one in St. Martins, the first time he went
there canvassing, as compared with the three
there now, which are so creditable to the

rogress of the country in such matters.—

he old system was even worse than it had
been painted. The present law was discus-
sed before the people at the polls by the At-
torney General, by himself, and by candidates
throughout the Province, and it is to be dis-
cussed again at the polls next June. Re-
garding the claims of Catholics he said he
had always been an advocate for giving them
privileges equal with others, and was, there-
fore, glad when Mr. Palmer’s amendment
fixing the matter definitely was placed be-
fore the Ifouse and carried. When he led
the Opposition in 1842 he made a declaration
in his place in the House that he would be
in or support no Government who would not
adhere most strictly to that principle. He had
never acted with the Opposition, however, as
a matter of finesse, but he was true to them
and the school law, but found it was not so
with them, The Oatholics, in the first place,
desired separate schools generally ; next they
moderated their demands, but were not sat-
isfied with concessions proposed, wanting
their own money for their own schools ; now,
finding they cannot fairly get separate schools,
they clamor for repeal. They say they want
the old law with modilications to suit them,
such a law as they, no doubt, hoped to
squeeze him into aiding them to get when he
led the Opposition ; but even in the name of
the peace and quietness they pretend to
clamor for they cannot blind the people of
New Brunswick until they enact a system of
Separate Schools that the Province can never
be constitutiopally rid of, [le referred to
the fact that in Catholic countriesin Europe,
the United States, Ontario, etc., a system of
schools similar to ours exists, and from the
same quarter the same aitempts that are be-
ing made there to break them down have
agitated those countries. He was for Mr.
Wedderburn's resolutions, and against the
amendment,

Mr, Irvine said he was in favor of free
public schools which should give a good com-
mon school education to the children of the
country. General public education is the
true system. The old system in the country
was a farce ; it was degrading to teachers
who had to board around the poor country
districts, and it degraded the child who bad
to enter the school as a pauper scholar.—
When he learned the views of Catholics,and
that they held that religious and secular edu-
cation must go together he could not, even
though a Protestant in every sense of the
word, put his foot down on the minority in
an arbitrary way.

Mr. Hanington said he and those who
thought with him had always contended
against the bill as a failure, and every vote
he had given on it was for repeal and nothing
else. At the proper time he intended to
show that the law has failed in its object.—
It is not true that more school houses have
been erected under the new act than under
the old act. Itis not true that the House
has not noticed the petitions, as said by Mr.
Wedderburn, as it voted on a resolution re-
lating to them last year.

Mr. Coram said he had once opposed the
(Government because it did not bring forward
a good school measure ; he knew our young
men were talented and that they needed only
education. He did not believe the people
would listen to the cry of repeal.

Mr. Beckwith was firmly for assessment
for schools, but thought some of the regula-
tions too stringent,

Mr. Batler said he never before had an op-
portunity to vote on the School question, for
he was not a member of the House when the
bill passed, and was in the chair last year
when Mr, Maher's resolution was discussed.
He was for Free non-Sectarian Bchools, and
believed they were destined to be worked ont
successfully among all classes in the country.
| All the property of a district shouid go to
support of the schools in the district, and
some of it should not go to the support of the
schools in the outside districts where its own-
ers may reside., It is an open question as to
whether there should not be more inspectors,
Too much of the County aid goes to the
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poorest and should be aided more largely,
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resolution is untrue in fact, and entirely un- | P
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Those who have aiready educated their fawi-
lies should be relieved from the burdens im-
posed by the School tax. He was sorry to
gee that the bill introdgeed to exempt per-
sons over 60 years old from School poll tax
had been allowed to fall through without be-
ing committed. There were many matters
of detail under the regulations which requir-
ed amendment, and he had no doubt that in
time these amendments would be made ; he
would therefore support the resolutions. .
The Attorney General said there wasan

impression abroad that the Government was

unfairly seeking to make this a question at

the coming elections. The subject of Edu-

cation has entered into the Elections of

(ireat Britain, together with the Irish Ques-

tion, and it was the Question that tended to

revolutionize the domestic politics of Great

Britain,at the same time it was agitating other

arts of Furope, it has found its way to the

Ylnited States, and in these countries 1s com-
manding the attention of the ablest winds,

and agitating the masses of the people. The

question would lay the foundation of our po-

litical future. The cry of Repeal was worse

than a wolf in sheep’s clothing, and the peo-
ple understood it as a sham. Ile referred to
the progress of education in Province from

1861 to 1871, and compared it with that under
the new law to show that, taking the in-
crease of population into account the work of
thirty years under the old act had been done
in two past years by operations of the new,
as shown by the number of schools and of
pupils. This was a great victory for the new
system, considering all the influences against
it. Bat for the Separate School irfluences,
which strives to hide itself under the cloak
of repeal, the latter cry would not have the
ghost of a chance, for the people are satisfied
with the law in the main, and the longer 1t
is in operation the more satisfied will they
be

After referring to the difficulties which
had to be overcome in regard to lines of dis-
tricts and other details which he said would
all be lessened and done away with in time,
he said the Catholics had for years lived
without complaint under a similar law in the
United States without erying out about con-
science. In NovaScotia and Prince Edward
Island they had been satisfied under such a
system, and this Province was not going to
be coerced into falling into the puddling and
compromising policy of Ontario. Even in
that Province, where Catholics have the
option of Separate or Non-Sectarian Schools
fifty thousand Catholic children attend the
latter while only twenty thousand attend the
former. Where is the conscience of the
parents of those fifty thousand, and why for
conscience sake don't they attend their Se-
parate Schools ¥ Catholic conscience is the
same the world over, and not as Catholics
would have us believe different in New
Brunswick frem what it is elsewhere. He
referred to the history of the State Schools
of Ireland for the past forty years to show
that policy of the Catholic Church has
changed in regard to them, and that from at

given at certain times during the week in

enormous cost to the State.

on the subject.

alone,

contradictory.

school hours. Catholic people had told him
they would not demand religious instruction
in the schools were it not for their clergy.

and cities. In the public schools of Quebec
the Catholics teach their doctrines under the
law. and therefore it is fair that the Protest-
ants should also have separate schools.
religious schools were set up under our law
we should give the Catholics what they ask,
bat not otherwise. In view of the conse-

uences of passing a law to meet the Catho-
lic view, the House should be careful. If
the Catholics could not be conciliated, he
would almost exempt them from taxation
from schools. The Non-sectarian clause is
a protection to the Catholics in districts
where they are in a minority. Catholics
used to complain of the Bible being read in
the schools, and now if they wanted it he
would vote for it being put in again to suit
them. Lord Jobn Russell had gone far for
concessions, but he changed his mind in the
end. He (Lindsay) would never give a vote
to put a Catholicin a worse position than
himself, but he could not in.fairness to other
denominations give them special privileges.
The interests of the country require that
every child should be educated at some one’s
expense, but they should be educated under
the same conditions so far as the State is eon-
cerned. The country should not keep up
Universities and the other bigher education-
al institutions, as those who would be edu-
cated for the professions should themselves
pay for it. lle believed the School Law was
administered extravagantly in some cases,
but when school houses are built, furniture

aid for, etc., it will be more acceptable.
e referred to the purchase of the old Col-
lege in Woodstock for school purposes, and
said it was such work as that that made the
law obnoxious. He could not go back to the
old law, with all its objective features, The
new law is a good one in the interest of fu-
ture generations, and he would support the
resolutions.

Mr. Montgomery would vote against the
amendment, believing that Schools should be
maintained in the country under the direct
assessment and at the same time with the
privileges sought by Catholics. Believing
that sectarian education could also be per-
mitted under the present law, but for a too
stringent administration of it, he would vete
also against the resolution. He would like
to vote for the latter part of the resoulution,
but could not affirm it as a whole.

Mr. Philips said he would vote against the
amendment and for the resolution as he ap-
proved of the present law.

Mr. Robinson said having canvassed the
County of York on the question of free
schools, and been elected and having always
believed the property of the country should
educate its children, alsoin the non-sectarian
principle of the act, he would vote for the
resolutions. The regulations could be modi-
fied, and, no doubt, would be but the direct
assessment and non-sectarian features must
be preserved. Our youth are the equals of
any others under similar opportunities, and
they need the privileges extended to
them by the act. He was, therefore, in fa-
vor of the resolutions,

Mr. Napier denied that he had ever pro-
mised to repeal the Act. He said there
should be no more modifications as if any
more were attempted he would then go for
repeal. e referred to the operation of the
old Act, and said, that on Tuesday morning
he would astonish the House. The School
Law has advanced the country more than he
ever expected it would and be gave the Gov-
ernment credit for their noble course in re-
ference to it.

Mr. Napier continued to speak after the
House met in the evening, until called down.
The Secretary then addressed the House
saying that as those who favored the amend-
ment would not bring forward any facts to
support it, it ssemed like fighting a shadow.
Ihev tried to keep their purpose veiled in a

first assenting and desiring that the religious
instruction of all denominations should be|P

the Schools they have come to claim that
the children of Protestants shall not be sub-
jected to the conscience clauses of the law,
and that their training schools shall take the
place of the model schools established at an
He referred to
the doctrine of Church supremacy, and the
disseverance of Church and State promulgated
by Syllabus and said that while the Church
of Rome deserved the thanks of the christian
world for some of its services in the past its
ultramontane doctrines and policy developed
in the last twenty years was dangerous to
the freedom of the State. The history of
the past on the Educational question showed
that the present was the time of danger to
our constitutional rights in this matter.
Once let the first Separate School be estab-
lished under the law, and they go from city
to town, from town to village, and from vil-
lage to settlement. Between religious equal-
ity in education and Separate Schools there
is no half way house. After the first step is
taken there is no stopping short of the gulf
of Separate Schools, and once these are fixed
by this Legislature they are fixed forever.
Let no man say it is unnecessary to raise the
cry there is a league against the interests of
the country in this matter, and the people
require to be wakened to their danger as
with the blast of a trumpet and the Govern-
ment and Legisl&t:re at this ti&ne v:imld be
doing wrong to the religious and civil rights
of tlg,vainoe were they not to speak plluqnly

Mr. Lindsay spoke next to the Attorney
General, and said the question was a univers-
al one, and not confined to New Brunswick
The views of Mr. Irvine were such
as no one that he (Mr. Lindsay) had heard
speak of them could understand. They were
It would afford him great
leasure if this great question could be set-
tled, and the Catholics be satisfied ; but that
could not be done. The only safe way was
to keep the schools entirely free of Church in-
fluence, as they are kept in the United States.
The tax should be made irrespective of creeds,
though he wonld not ebject to religious in-
struction being given to such pupils as desir-
ed to receive it in the school rooms after

The Catholic clergy by the pastoral letter
demand religious instruction In the schools
all over the Province, and not only in towns

If

shadow or mystery, but he thought that Mr.
Wedderburn and the Attorney General had
torn the veil off of their purpose pretty ef-
fectively. 1le was surprised at Mr. Huning- |
ton’s silence, but hesupposed that gentlemun |
reserved his reasons for Westmorland, where |
he could give them as they would best suit
the different localitics there. He read let-

ters from inspectors in different Counties, |

showing the progress wade in watters of |
| new School houses, ete,, and said that since |
the passage of the forty new school |
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be satisfied with nothia;
to them by law, of = . i=, which
would never be d e without the conseui of
the people. There shenld be ro Ottawa in-
terference with the matter, and it wonld no
be tolerated. He d:fend=d Mr. Rind
gave him credit for 1w of the suce
of the act. o

Mr. Hibbaed follo ! and
tion of the constitntion was cqually jmport-
ant as. educational interests to the Provinee
and hoped the friends and fors of the School
Law, would joiz in protest against Ottawa
interference in this matter. Ropeal of School
Law means setting up Separate Schools,
which the country does not wan
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, us all de-
nominations instead of eontending for their
particular Schools, should stand on the ame
latform in the general interest of education.
'he mothers of the country bave the
ligious education of the children in their
hands and they with the cburches and Sun-
day schools are sufficient to impart all necos-
sary instruction in matters of religion. In a
short time all difficulties will be removed
and the Catholics will recognize the fact that
their rights are the same under the School
Law as those of Protestants, and all classes
will yet stand on one platform, and bless the
Legisiature for the act, If such was not the
view of the people they could so proncunce
at the polls,in a short time and he would
abide the decision.

Mr. Wedderburn in closing, referred to
Mr. Hanington’s remarks concerning Mr.
Maher's resolution, and said that gentleman
seemed to forget that the petition had been
presented in 1872 and not answercd, and that
the journals of 1873 with the resolution in
them, were not out of press when he was in
Ottawa. Ile said if the opponents of his re-
solution were honest in their p-inciples and
desired to accomplish what they professed,
they would have moved to strike from it
the resolution relating to s parate sehools,
and substituted Mr. Nowlan's amendwment.
In their not following that course the country
would see them in their true intention, which
was not to vot: the aflirmation of the por-
tion relating to the constitution but kill
them if possible, and thereby play into the
hands of those who sought to sweep our
rights at Ottawa. e reviewed the various
oints raised in the debate and closed by
saying that it was in order that our constitu-
tional rights might be the better defined,
and an earnest protest sgainst interference
with them go to the throne of Great Britain
itself, that he had moved his resolutions.

The vote on Mr. Nowlan’s amendment was
taken at a quarter to eleven and was :—

Yeas—Theriault, Blanchard, Landry, Ad-
ams, O‘Leary, Gillespie, Hanington, Don-
aldl,zxowfan, Girouard, Maher and Williams

Nays—I'raser, King, Kelley, Stevenson,
McQueen, Crawford, Willis, Tibbits, Wed-
derburn, Montgomery, Hibbard, Beckwith,
Phillips, Coram, Robinson, Butler, Palmer,
Ryan, Humphrys, Covert, Harrison, Irvine,
Lindsay and Brown—24.

The vote on the resolution was the names
reversed with the exception of Donald, who
was abeent, Gironard who voted yea, and
Montgomery, who voted nay.

The usual resolution for Address with the
resolution to be sent to Ottawa and Her
Majesty was . Mr. Wedderburn, the
Attorney General and Hon. Mr. Willis being
ap;ﬁlinted a committee to get it up.
. The above is a mere outline of the speeches
on the debate.

je-

1, April 6.

Mr. Wedderburn, chairman of the contin-
gent committee, submitted their final report.
After recommending the payment of certain
sums and that the clerk assistant be author-
ised to provide stationery for the commence-
ment of the next session until a Contingent
Committee shall be appointed, the report
roceeded : The committee have unanimous-
y gmsed the following resolution : —
"hereas, 1t bas been reported to this com-
mittee by the clerk assistant that on Friday
last the stationery drawers of the House, at
his table, were forcibly opened by some per-
son unknown and a large quantity of station-
;?0 taken therefrom valued at not less than

Resolved, That the chairman report the
same to the House of Assembly.

As the management of the contingencies in
the present manner was an experiment enter-
ed upon by the present Assembly, your com-
mittee have the pleasure to report that they
have been enabled to reduce the contingen-
cies of the House very largely withoat at all
interfering with the efficiency or a proper
supply for the use of the Assembly, as a com-

rison between the contingencies account of

870, amounting to $2,863.80 and that of
1874, amounting in all to §911.64, will
show,

Mr. Hibbard moved a resolution for an
address to the Governor General on the sub-
ject of prohibition, to be presented by both
Houses of Parliament. Carried.

Mr. Alward’s name was added to the yeas
on Mr. Nowlan’s school amendment, and to
the nays on the resolutions of Mr. Wedder-
burn ; and Mr. Napier's name was added to
the opposite sides.

Mr. Irvine said that a tract of land was

laid off in Carleton county, Aberdeen parish,
called Glassville settlement. Messrs. Farley,
from Northumberland, went on in 1872-3,
and, being trespassers, cut three millions feet
feet of lumber, and Surveyor Longstaff was
ordered to seize it, but they were let off sub-
sequently by a payment of §100, He would
like to know if the facts were as stated. He
would also like to know if the Government
intended to open up that land for settlement,
and do they intend to give a grant of $30,000
to make a roadway on the Riviere da Loup
Railway bridge over the St. John at
Woodstock. He referred to the surveys for
the railway, and the bonus offered, and claim-
ed the highway.
The Surveyor General said it is not true
that Government compromised the trespass
of Messrs. Farley, as stated. Messrs. Farley
had a lumbering license and trespassed, but the
matter was settled in the usual way, and the
penalty was sufficiently severe to prevent a
repetition of the offence. Roads are being
made to the settlement as fast as the taking
up of the land will warrant. Noapplications
have recently been made for lots.

Mr. Crawford recommitted the bill for the
encouragemens of manufacturers, Mr. Hib-
bard in the chair, It has been amended so
as to enable city and town councils to con-
trol exemption within their own jurisdiction.
It leaves the matter of district school tax
exemption for four years within the hands of
rate-payers of districts. The bill was finally
agreed to, the section relating to district
school tax being lost.

At the close of Saturday night's session Mr.
Hanington read the affidavit of Octave Diagle,
who states, in reference to the bridge in Vie-
toria, said to have cost §X50, that he did all
the work onm it, excepting the rail, and was
paid but $60.

The Chief Commissioner said he would give
to the llouse on Monday a statement that
would show that the afhdavit was mislead-
ing.

Supplementary estimates being brought
down, the House was moved in committee of
supply, Mr. Lindsay in the chair.

The Secretary said the first amount was
one referred to in the speech, being a sum
not exceeding £25,000 for aiding poor dis-
tricts to erect school buildings. 'There are,

as shown by the education report, some 265

districts that bave no school houses. Since

the new school law came into operation school

houses have been erected and improved at a

rate never before known. The advance in

this respect during the past two years has

been : Albert 22 new school houses, and a |
number of old ones repaired : Carleton about |
30 new school houses; Charlotte &60,00¢ |

1 to go for a
chamber for the judges at St. Johl:&n a
great deal of business is done at g -

make thie statement, a8 hm“ in-
to the figures on this head : .dgmg
the House on Slturg:l. The Government
have arrived at no nite conel as to

the distribution of the proposed aid, further
than to enable him to say it will treat all
applications for it on their merits, and en-
deavor to distribute it where most
Three hundred dollars are asked to be offered
in two prizes of two and $100 respectively
for the best and second best paper on the
subject of asscssment with a view of forming
a new general measure for the province.
Two hundred dollars are asked

venience, owing to the fact that some of the
judges reside out of town. A chamber being
provided they will at attend at it for the con-
venience of those having business to bring be-
fore them. The sum for reporting, already
provided for, needed no explanation. The
next item is one of $500 to go towards pay-
ing the expense of publishing Judge Stevens’
Digest. Thedigest isa very important work,
and the Government has decided to give $500
towards the publication. The Secretary then
moved the item inaid of school houses. In re-
ply to Mr. Hanington the Secretary said no
decision was arrived at in reference to aid to
be given to districts in W estmoreland or any
other county, but the Government would
deal fairly and equitably by all claims on
their merits as presented.

Mr. Hanington said the House should have
an assurance that the money would be dis-
tributed in the proportion to poor districts
existing as shown by the Edacation .
He thought the Government should not dis-
tribute the money according to the general
rule governing this disposition of patronage.
Each county should receive aid according as
it is shown by the redport it needs it.

The Secretary said he was glad that Mr.
Hanington had raised the question. Every
district reported is not too to build
school houses. Every consideration will be
given to the regzrt of the inspectors, and
every case will be considered on the fullest
presentation and consideration of facts. No
consideration of support or otherwise will
guide the Government in distributing the
money. g

Mr. Hanington said he viewed the item
with a little suspicion, coming, as it did, on
the eve of an election. He thought there
was no more reason for helping to build school
houses than in keem up the schools in other
ways. By the sc report it would seem
there are only 423 districts without schools,
when the fact is, thete are 511, This is the
way the people are led to believe the school
bilris a great success. In Carleton there are
42 districts without a school, out of 134 die-
triets ; in Albert there are 68 districts, and
21 of them are without schools ; in Charlotte
out of 113 districtsthere are$ without schools ;
in Gloucester, 74 districte and 59 without
schools : Kent, 99 districts and 606 without
schools ; King's, 169 districts and 62 without
schools ; Viectoria, 154 districts and 76 with-
out schools; Northumberland, 100 districts
and 37 v;i;t(:’out la}cohooll; Queen's, 110 dis-
tricts an without schools ; Restigouche,
31 districts and 8 without schools; St.John,
55 districts and 163 schools; Sanbury, 52
districts and 20 without schools ; W estmore-
land, 134 districts and 36 without schools ;
York, 153 districts and 35 without schools ;
or no less than 511 districts in the Province
are without a single school. In these are not
counted the sub-districts, which have no
schools. The average of the principal school
in Bay Verte has gone down since the Act
came in :"groo. These ﬁg‘:;u M&hﬁg
is something wrong, h
more is méd tbannusid to build houses.

aid ? It is stated on 21 of the Chief
Superintendent’s report pupil, un-
der the old Act, cost g.ﬁwh‘hnndcﬁa
new they cost but $3.20. These figures are
calculated to mislead the , and he
would show their fallacy. of
the Board of Education it ' that the

county fund paid $82,011.90 and the provin-
cial fgnd $9,417,77. The whole number of
scholars ir attendance at the schools in 1873
is put down at 53,873, but by the it-
selt the actual attendance is shown to have
been only 40,505 for the whole year. The
average attendance is also shown to be 4
per cent. of these; but call the average
per cent. and you have only 20
which cost the coun
alone $8.57 a head.
fuel and attendance is pu
head, which, applied to other
the amount up to $10.9 a head ; and
of buildings and maintanance ud‘r
§2.50 more per head ; and to this add all
local or district tax, which goes to teachers
and is, at least, three-cights of all the
and you have $3.20 more per head, or a
coet per head of §16.66, without taking into
account the books which has been made very
cxpensive. With a

amendments establishing sectarian schools
either, for the Government know

be established, ten members in the .

add cost

£

ture being against them, the old school law
could have been made as successful, and more

so than the present law. Sectarian schools
have never been been established
as a compromise. This school law costs two

or three times as much head as the old
law, and the Government it. He would

be prepared to show other things connected
with the School Bill in the proper time. He
had only stated these facts to show the Gov-
olx;nmént’s figures h:;e l:’en ive, H.;u dlilﬂl“‘
that the e

direct aas:lex)llent principle o {MMM
the first, and they were ing more and
more dissatisfied . The = O‘t“,lt
necessary to u separate
schools, inowinzeptbat gf the pc:o’plo aro allow-
ed to think of the question on its merits, aside
from the excitement, the Government know
so well how to raise and sustain, lﬂ:ﬂl
pronounce against an Act that req 80
much bolstering up by e and any new
means. e did not want to be understood as
going thoroughly into the question, for he
bad only touched on two points of it. The
House here separated until half-past seven,

After tea Mr. Hanington continued his
speech, saying that the cost per pu
Westmorland under the new law was $2.88,
the ac::;lboost, taking the sﬁw&u‘ as it
ap the same report on y
wagc;3.78,ymd if the paroanh‘opo ofm
tendance was taken into the calculation, the
cost per head to the County and Provincial
funds alone would be §7.56, without the
amount paid by the district, the cost of school
houses, maintenance, etc., being taken into
account. The figures were in the re-
port, however, that they might go to the
country and influence the next *& ﬁ
the Separate School howl was also !

between the two the Government might
sweep the country. ;

The Attorney General, in i was
vi? severe on Mr. Hani :'oplymgk he
had made the figures to lie. The statement

in reference to the cost per head was only
made to show the comparative difference per
pué)il in the cost of teaching between the old
and new laws. The figures given in both
cases in the report were for the term, and yet
Mr. Hanington bad tried to make the country
believe they were for a year, when the
stated the contrary distinetly. He also went
on to say that Mr. Hanin had mis-stated
the facts in reference to the comparative aver-
age of attendance, and said the registered at-
tendance having been taken in cases
when making up the cost per pupil, it was
perfectly fair.
The speech was a vigorous one, and was
replied to by Mr. Hanington, who said though
he had not observed that the given
were based on the term instead of the yvear,
yet the report was made up in such a mysti-
fying manner that none but those who were
intimate with those who made it could under-
stand it. The principles on which his calcu-
lation was were, however, uncontra-
dicted, and though he had been shown to have
made one error, that did not disprove his po-
sition.
There were some further discussion, when
the $25,000 was voted by the following di-
vision ~—
Yeas— Fraser, King, Kelly, Stevenson, Mc-
Queen, Crawford, Wjllis, Tibbetts, Wedder-
burn, Theriault, Hibbard, Beckwith, Phil-
lips, Donald, Coram, Robinson, Nowlan,
Bautler, Palmer, Ryan, Humphry, Girouard,
Covert, Harrison and Irvine—25.
Nays—Landry, O'Leary, Gillespie and
Hannington—5.

April 7.

Hon. Mr, Crawford committed the bill to

scht in new school houses : Gloucester sevor-
a

new school houses: Kent 5 new sc¢ ol

houses ; King's 19 new school houses, 1 |
course of erection and 16 repaired ; Quuen’s
10 new school houses at least ; Restigouche
more than in 20 vears previous; St. John

}
several ; Sunbury < new |
several others to be ¢ mj Victoria 6 |
new school houses at least ; Westmoreland 33
new b&‘h()n! houses : York 45 new rw'}un)l ]\\)ll.\cu !
at least; inall the counties a great many
school houses are enlarged or otherwise im-
proved. It iz sale to say that at least 260
new school houses have bLeen erected since
1372, while many new ones are now in pre-
paration, having been voted at the January
meeting of 1874, Ile thought it proper to

gchool h mees, and

ant

|
nete ! :

aim was to free the “ﬂgﬂf‘,df‘ﬂ inion influ-
. | ences. o~
Mr. Tanington objected to su import-

ant bhill bein

prevent Dominion Government officials from
holding seats in the Hous» of Assembly. Iis

brought before such a slim
House. All but twenty members are absent,
or have gone home. He did not disapprove
of the principle of the measure, but thought

it should apply to Local as well as Dominion
Government officials.

Hon, Mr. Tibbets thought the present the
proper time to bring in such a hill, and fas
vored it. Had it not been for clap trap dis-
cussions important bills like the present
would have been dispored of long ago.




