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Our Merchants. 

“These are the grand old masters— 
These, the men sublime,”’ 

Whose weights and yard sticks rattle 
Down the counters of our time. 

One of the most striking characteristics of the 
present age is the great advance in the science 
of production The old-fashiosed spinning 
whee! of our grandmothers’ days, twistiog one 
thread st a time, has givea place to the machin- 
ery mule, twisting its thousands. A single 
operative now tends half 8 dozen looms, driven 
by steam, instead of one, as formerly, driven by 
hand. The bleacher now doze the work of weeks 
in a day, snd the tanner that of yearsin a few 
weeks. The tailor with his sewing machine can 
rattle up a suit of clothes ia two or three hours. 
In a jittle over a day your paper maker caa take 
bis dirty rags, sort them, bleach them, pulp 
them and transform them into a mile ot print 
ing paper, rolled off on a huge reel, that a print- 
ing press unwinds, cuts, priots, and delivers to 
you, folded and counted, —msny thoussnds in 
en hour. And #0 on slmost ad infinrlum with 
other industries. But while sll tois saving of 
labor and time have been brought about in the 

uction of articles of commerce and wealth, 
distribution in many instacces is almost as 
costly as ever. Every article of commerce 

from the producer to the consumer, 
through the wholesale and retail dea'er. Some- 
times wholesale and retail dealers are unjustly 
blsmed, for tampering with aod adulterating 
*sgcods’’ passing through their hands. The 
fact is, the ‘*doctoring’’ process is often gone 
through, more or less, before the **goods’’ leave 
the warersom of the producer, sometimes ia the 
very act of production. Thus it 1s, that the 
saxiety of your modern storekeeper to sccamu- 
‘late wealth rapidly bas often led to a spurious 
cheapness, achieved by adultevations of every 

ible kind, until bealth is sacrificed and use- 
loess destroyed by the ingenious and ceaseless 

effort to make things seem to be something 
which they are not. Oid woollen rags sre tora 
into fibres, by & machine cslled *‘the devil,”’ 
re-spun with a very little new wool, woven, 
dressed and put on the msrket as new cloth. 
*Sholdy’* the wise it call. Fustiane are 
scratched on the back (which partially destroys 
the fibre) to make them appear full of cotton, 
woven twenty-four inches wide, put intos steam 
case, and then stretched to twenty-seven inches, 
the interstices being filled with starch, silicate 
of soda or bone dust, to make them pass for rich 
end heavy goods. Catlicoes, ditto. Wooden 
bobbins, thinly wrapped with thread are sold 
for ree's of cotton. Sixteen ounces of raw silk 
are rent to be dyed bisck, and comes home 
weigbted with Yogwood and - gum to double or 
tripple the amount. Of this stuff are the dull 
Jooking besvy black ribbons for trimmings and, 
brosd silks for dresses made. Four is *‘doo 
tored’’ with lime and slum—ostmeal with pea- 
mesl— butter with lard—ooffee with chivory— 
tea with blacklead, verdigrie and iodigo—mustard 
with fl ur—anchovies with red lead—sugar with 

. sand —tobscoo with p'antain leaves, fine hay and 
mulasses—npirits and wines with every ‘‘dsma- 
able composition'’ uader the sun,—and so al- 
most taroughout the whole range of articles of 
commerce, until it would seem that the ingenu- 
ity, which bas sought out many inventions, was 
bestowed on men to enable them to cheat each 
other. Toere is a story told of a grocer, who 
lived sbove his store. One morning he oslled 
down the stair to his apprentine boy—-‘Jim 
“Yes Sir *” “Have you sanded the sugar 1?’ 
“Yes, Sir.” *‘Have you doctored the allspice 1** 
“Yes, Sir.” ‘Have you watered the vinegar ?"* 
“Yes, SBir*’ ‘Have you fized up tbat barrel of 
apples, with the rotten ones all ia the middle?" 
“*Yes, Sir.”” “Have you taken the cod fish out 
of the soak yet?’ * Ys, Sir’ “Well, you 
oan tura the key ia the door and come up to 
prayers. We want you to help us sing— When 
d can read my title clear.” 
Of ciurge there are tricks in all trades. But 

we have many merchants, whose high and un- 
blemished t-usiness reputation, and upright deal- 
ing place them above suspicion of wrong-doing. 
Of tbese are our merchants bere Hagh Miller, 
Etq , the longest established among them, whose 
large busivess is now rua by his son Jemes, o 
{pune gentleman of grea: popularity ;— Mr. John 

clntosb, our talented councillor, who likewise 
does a large business in the sheep line for the 
United States markets ;—Mr. William Currie of 
Rutherglen, who likewise devotes his energies 
to ferming;—Mr. Charles Starkey. who caters 
for the good folks of Argyle,—and Mr. William 
Morehouse, who ministers to the waats of the 
lieges of Knowlesville. All these gentlemen 
have an excellent business record, and, without 
directing special attention to any one in particu- 
lar, as we wish to avoid a!l invidious distisctions 
because you kaow, comparisons are odious, we 
will take a cursory view of their different 
branches of trade. Their names, unprecedented 
low prices, [grest sacrifices pro dono publico 
and unheard of bargains before are all so well 
known, far and near, that he who runs may 
read, and go and spend his money advantage- 
ously to fill his stomach and cover his nakedness. 
To be sure, these bowing smiling gentlemen of 
silks, cottons and grub, are every day thirteen or 
fourteen hours at school, ss the writer years ago 
remarked ot the merchants of a border town, 
in ap article contributed by him to a Provincial 
newspaper, and are literally drilled by the 
prettiest teachers. We have gome over their 
stores most minutely ; we have climbed up 
to every shelf; we have Jooked into every drawer; 
we have opened every case; we have unrolled 
very package (now don’t say, this is all imag- 
ination ;) and we can confilently recommend all 
their articles—especially those we have not seen 
—for excellent quality, sterling durability, high 
finish, and magnificent polish. All are offered 
at extremely low prices. Ladies and gentle- 
men, an inspection of our stock will satisfy an 
intelligent and discerning public of the vast su- 
periority of these first-class articles, which at a 
tremendous sacrifice, the subscrivers mow offer 
for sale. We respectfully solicit a continuance 
of the generous patronage of the mobility and 
gentry of Aberdeen or *‘sny other man,’ with 
the full assurance that their wishes will be gra- 

tified in the most satisfactory manner, 
ferences we have only to mention the distinguish 
el names of the Duke of Knowlesville, the 
Marquis of Foreston, the Earl of Gordonsville, 
Viscount Eedraelon, Lord Kintore, My Lord of 
E«st Glaseville, Baron Rutherglen, thre Master 
of Gare, the Lord Lieutensut of West Glassville 
snd the Hoa, the Chief Justice of Aberdeen. 
T'aese ganilemen have long honored ue with ther 
distinguished patronage, aad have kindly per- 
mitted us to use their illustrious names. 

Mercatores Aberdonienses. 
After that we cam scarcely refuse to pay s 

visit to our stores. We will just take a bird’s 
eye view of the stock in trade. To-day we will 
confine our attention to one departmeat. 

IN RE GRUB. 

They have always on hand an unlimited sup- 
ply of the necessaries aod luxuries of lifs, and 
these at unprecedentedly low prices. They have 
flour, manufactured by the mew roller process, 
of the finest brands, without the faintest taste of 
mustinese, to be transmozrifizd into loaf, biscuit 
sod dumpling, by our buxom better-balves,— 
kiln.dried corn meal for Johnny-cake, of richly 
tinted golden hue,—ostmeal, rivalling that of the 
“land o'cakes,”’ for ‘‘parritch’” and ‘brose 
and butter,” —buckwheat mea!, always newly 
ground, for the traditional pancake,—rice, sago, 
arrowroot, corn starch, tapioos, &c, for soups 
snd puddings, when “the old woman’ —such is 
our elegsatly polite way of designating Chief of 
Staff—nappens to be ia & good bumor, aad in 
the exuberance of uxoriousness treats ue to a 
dessert—not to be éatea with chopaticke after 
the manner of Celestia's, nor with fiagers in the 
Persian fashion, but with good orthodox spoon, 
knife and fork,—pearl barey, grand feed for 
men, horses and pigs—boiled snd unboiled,— 
amber tinted molasses, from *‘the islands of the 
sugar osne,”’ whose delicious sweetoess sad 
other sacoharine qualities remind you of the 
nectar of Hebe,—sugare, from beet and cane, 
from West and Esat [udies and Europe for tick- 
ling our refined pa'ates, and giving a fine air of 
gentselity to our tea tables,—tess, from the 
Flowering Land—not Labrador, sod don’t you 
frrget it—whose fragrant infusion would wreath 
with smiles even the copper colored frontispiece 
of a **heathen Chinee,”’ who is generally credi- 
ted with exporting only a second clsss article to 
‘the vermilian-visaged devils,” s8 be grapbi- 
cal'y terms us, — cotive, from Mochs, in Aravia 
the Happy (7), whoee refreshing and invigor- 
ating influence would charm awsy the spethy 
evea of a iistiess, lazy Turk, and fill to overflow- 
ing the soul of & howling dervise with delight, 
transporting bim on the wings of fancy to the 
seventh heaven, where the Koraa so'emnly 
asrures us, 88 soon as day breaks, Mahomet's 
great big cock flaps bis wings and crows glory 
to Allah in the morning. sll the cccks, on the 
face of the earth, immediately taxing up this 
exsited chanticleer’s note, aad following suit 
a la mode, —spices, reminding you of the fra. 
grsot breezas, that “float over Ceylon's [lele,” 
as the missionary hyma says, for bewitching cur 
hath stews, sbam pies, pretentious tarts, indi- 
gestivle pastry, conglomerate puddings, mysteri- 
ously c'noocted head-cheere and tnat e'ernal 
array of varisgated, multiform cakes, the iw. 
poeing appearsoce of which in our larders and 
on our tables at once prosisime us members of 
the great big-bug fraternity,—lussious app'es, 
rich and ripe, with rosy ckeeks and deticious 
flavor, that almost melt in your bread-trap, and 
play the duce with your theology, by making 
you look with leniescy on mother Eve's great 
transgression, ~—lovely oranger, fiom the urenge 
groves of Portugal and haughty Spsin, from 
burdy gurdy Iwly, from Malta, the Azores 
and Southern States, not only a luxury, but a 
sine qua non, for allaying the burning thirst 
of fever,—bright lemums, from mediterranean 
sbores for our drinks and pies,—raismns—8wyr- 
ns, Malegs, Valencis and Damascus — for 
Coristmas and other trests,—plumws sad prunes, 
direct from La Belle France,—carran:s, from 
the [sles of Greece, where (to vary Byron's 
w rds a little) plisnt Sspphs coquett-d and 
sung, for our tempt-your-appetite tit-bite,— 
cocoa nuts, from the fairy lands of the South 
Sea, wainuts snd chestnuts from Europe, pea- 
puts from the States and bazelouts from every- 
where, just to keep your jaws in tuoce,—csndies 
of every form. hue and flavor from the great Bos- 
ton and St. Stephen confect oueries, to scothe our 
babies, big and little, and spoil their dear little 
stomachs, —gums,’hat make the mouth water and 

women, to keep tims chew:ag with the ocille- 
ti098 of the rvoiing chair—that ssme gum chew- 
ing being now considered 8 besutiful and at- 
tractive accomplishment of the fair sex,—a per- 
feot host of pateat medicines, warranted to cure 
all the diseasss that have been, are, and are to 
be,—liniments, ditto,—bitters and medicated 
wines, to restore a healthy tome to dissipated 
constitations,—guilt edgel butter and newly 
laid egge from the finest cows and poultry in 
the province, enormous qusatities of which are 
weekly shipped to *‘fureign,’’—hides, tallow 
snd lard shipped ditto,—cigars from Havana, 
cheroots from Manilla and tobaccoes from the 
first factories in the world,—cod fish, herrings, 
&e., from the most famous fishing grounds on 
the globe,—oils of every description for physic- 
ing our stock, and preparing our paints, where. 
with to beautify our homes,—and kerosine, 
whose odorless and brilliant luminosity rivals 
electric and incandescent lights, and dispels 
even our moral and spiritual darkness. Such is 
a very imperfect list of the good things in this 
department, which our merchants keep continu- 
ally on hand. 

MARCHMONT. 

Grand Falls Items. 
Dee. 11, 1888. 

Diphtheria has again broken out here. Two 
children of Mr. Albert Dixon are mow afflicted 
with the disease. Considerable fauit is being 
found because the local board of health have not 
quarsatived the premises. When it broke out 
here last season in the Poitras family, there was a 
great time made because the premises were not 
quarantined. Let there be no discrimination in 
this matter, and let the law be carried out ir- 
respective of party. All right minded people 

For re- 

teeth frolic, to look st them, for our snap dragon 

would have no ohjection to their places being 
isolated under such circumstances. 

The roads are still ins bad condition, there 
not being sufficient snow to make good sledding. 
It now looks as though we were going to have 
rain again. 

Mrs. Geo. W. Fenwick, of Missoula, Montana, 
is visiting friends here. Her husband was at 
one time tescher of the grammar school here, 
aad sudeequeatly » teacher in the high schuol 
at Fiedericton. 

Carlisle Items. 

Dec. 10, 1888, 
Nearly 8 month has elapsed since we last 

wrote a few ‘‘[tems’’; and mot without change 
the days have passed. 

Oa Thursday, the 20th ult., after a short ill- 
ness, Mr. David Barlock, one of Carlisle’s oldest 
and most respected inhabitants, was laid to 
rest in the churchysrd. The deceased was a 
pative of York County, snd came to Carlisle 
about 20 years ago. Fifteen years ago he and 
his aged companion in life were baptized by 
Rev. C. H. Orser, and joined the Orserite Church 
at this place. Since his conversion, Bro. Baur- 
lock has taken an active part in church work, 
and hie life bas borne the stamp of a sincere 
christian He leaves a widow and six children 
to mourn the loss of a loving husband and kind 
psreat. The funeral rites were performed by 
Rev. C. H. Oreer, assisted by Rev. C. D. Turner. 

Joseph Melvin, Sea., hss been confined to his 
bed by illness fur some weeks, and still continues 
very low. 
We are glad to learn that Joseph Craig's 

family, who have been suffering from measles 
aud typhoid fever, are rapidly recovering. 

At a recent session our Lodge passed a motion 
to the effect that a **sociable’’ wuld be beid in 
the Lodge room on Ciristmas evening, for the 
benefit ot Lodge. We hope our friends of the 
adjoining settlements wont forget this; sad come 
prepared to pass a few pleasant hours. 

Revds. Turner and Orser held divine service 
Sabbath motning snd evening. In the evening 
Bro, Turner spoke foroibly, and with his usual 
eloquence of feeling, from Heb 2: 3 At the close 
sn appointment was made for this evening. We 
trust it msy be but the beginning of a good work 

ple, and that the Bro. 
essed ia his labors. 

in the hearts of the 
may be abusduntly 

Upper Kent Items 
Dec. 12th, 1888. 

Daring the past few weeks the Metbodist 
Church has been sort of transformed. Those 
that worshipped ia it, ten or twelve years ago, 
would opea their eyes wide in astonishment 
could they see it to-day. We certainly cennct 
say that we have any good excuse for neglecting 
to worship God, fir this cosy little cburch oa the 
hiil is 8 silent yet eloquent witness against us 
Rev. Mr. Johnson preaches in it next Sunday 
aftereon at 2.30 

The dosstion at the parsonsgs next Wednee- 
day, Dee. 19¢h, promises to be an enjoyable 
affair. 

Florenceville Items. 

Dec. I3th, 1888. 
The long looked for snow has made its appesar- 

ance at last ; on Tuesday night it fell to the 
depth of nearly one foot, making good sleighing, 
the roads betng in excellent condition. 

One of oar merchants, Mr. D. L. Pitt, is 
closing out his large stock of goods. Those 
wishing to buy at reduced rates wil! do well to 
make their winter and summer purchases now. 

Mr. George Gibesn of Lakeville was calling 
on his cousia’s family, Mrs. N. H. Tompkins, 
this week. 

Preaching in the Methodist church next Lord's 
Day ot 7 p. m. Rev. Mr. Sellar. 

A Strong Measure. 

A bill has been submitted. by the Commit- 
tee on Immigration, t» the U. S, Congress, 
which ie an important one. 
The bill provides that no alien shall be ad- 

mitted into the United States who is an idios, 
insane, or & pauper, who has been legally 
convicted of a felony, or who is 8 polygamist, 
anarchist or eocialist, or who com-s to labor 
under a contract, whether express or implied, 
or who domes on a prepaid ticket. 
Any slien (except idiote and lunatics) who 

sball come into the United States in violation 
of any of the provisions of the act, or any 
other law, or who shall assist in bringing in 

any alien (including idiots and lanatios) con- 
trary to the provisions of the act, shall be 
guilty of « misdemeanor and, upon ooavie- 
tion, be fined for each person who comes, or 
is assisted, not exceeding $1,000, or sentenced 
to bard labor for three years, or both; and 
any alien coming into the United States, in 
violation of the law, msy be returned at any 
time within two years, at the expense of the 
veseel or transportation company, whether by 
land or water, and if that cannot be done, 
then at the expense of the United States, 
No vessel bringing passengers from anv 

foreign port to any United States port, shall 
transport more than five immigrant or steer- 
Age passengers at any one voyage for each 
100 tone of the capacity of the vessel, and 
any veseel violating this eection shall be fined 
uot to exceed $500 for every passenger in 
excess, 
Upon every alien who comes into the 

United States there shall be levied a tax of 
$25, which shall be paid to the collector of 
customs at the port of entry by the owner or 
agent of the vessel, railroad or carrier by 
which the alien was brought into the Uaited 
States, and there shall be a lien in favor of 
the United States on the vessels, eto., of the 
company for the payment of this tax. This 
provision does not apply to diplomatic or 
consular agente, nor to persons who make 
affidavit that they come for the purpose of 

travel or temporary residence only. Ia that 
case the tax of $25 is returned when they 
leave the sountry, provided the return takes 
place any time within three years from their 
arrival. 
Any alien desiring to emigrate shall, at 

least three month before embarkation, apply 
to a United States consul or diplomatic rep- 
resentative for a certificate of emigratioa. 
The consul, ete., may require proof as ta the 
character of the applicant, and, if eatisfied 
that be is not excluded by law from emigra- 
tiog, grant a certifisatey but the certificate 
eball not be conolneive evidence of the right 
of the person to whom given to come to the 
United States, nor shall it relieve vessels or 
railroads from the requirements of the act. 
No persons shall be landed anywhere in the 
United States who have not first obtained 
such a certificate, 
Tbe rest of the act gives the secretary of 

the treasury the necessary authority to put 
it into effect. 

Youag Ladies if you want & haandeorse Dress 
or Jacket, call at R, B. Porter & Co.’s aad you 
osa get it at such » low price it will astonish 
you. 

In Boston Mass. 

Boston, Deo. 11.—Thomas N. Hart, Re- 
publican and citizens’ candidate, was elected 
to-day by about 1,701 plurality in a total 
vote of over 60.000, defeating Mayor O'Brien 
(Democratic), who ran for the fourth term. 
‘Tne entire Republican school ¢)mmittee is 
elected und the consequent condemoation of 
the conduct of the present committee in with- 
drawing from the schools texte booke offensive 
to Catholics. The high license majority ie 
about 17,000. 

A full line of Men's Persian Lamb, Seal and 
Deg Skin Caps, just to band at Hagh Hay's. 

Heroic. 
As tbe first mail train on the New York 

Central Railroad passed through Horkimer, 
New York, Tuesday morning, two girls were 
discovered on the track in great danger. 
Flagman Volver, seeing theic peril, rushed to 
their rescue and succeeded in saving them 
but was himself crushed to death. 

Ba sure and call at R. B. Porter & Co.'s this 
week and see their new dress materisls. They 
have marked them at astonishing low prices. 
The sale is going on. 

Press Amenities. 

In Quebec province, the French prees has 

a0 outepoken way in treating contemporaries, 
thue saye L' Union Liberale:—} 
“Gentlem9n of L'E‘endard: Notouly bave 

we notbing in common sogather, but there ie, 
and always will be, an awbyes between us, 
We are sincere Liberals, you are hypocrites 
aod bigots. In a word, we are of the school 
of Moatalembers aod Lacordaice, and you 
are bora in the fevered school of Veuillos, of 
which you have inberited all the vices, with. 
out keeping any of ite goodness.’ 

Beaver Muffs and Collars to match, s hand- 
some Christmas preseat, at R. B Belyea &. Co.'s. 

LITERARY NOTICES. 

Our Little Ones and the Nursery continues 
to be witnout & rival in all the world, as » mags- 
zine for the youngest readers. [ts poems, stor- 
ies, snd eketches are selected with the greatest 
care, are smuring and instructive, aud eve 
one of them is illustrated by an artist of the best 
reputation  A'l the reading matter aad every 
picture is original, prepared expressly fir this 
work under the dirsction of Mr George T An- 
drew, whose specia'ty is the production of fine 
books, and wno has presented to the public some 
of the most elegant, artistic volumes on the 
c uaters of the booksellers, It is printed from 
hsndeome type, on fiae paper. From the start 
it hes been fully recognized as improving, in 
the highest degree, to the taste, as well as the 
rind snd morals of little children, It contains 
no chesp borrowed illustrations, sad its pictures 
bave long been cogeidered am educstional 
agency of the most elevating character. Pub. 
lished mouth!y by the Russell Pablishing Co 
Boston, $1.60 a year. A trial subscription of : 
8 months for 25 cents. 

The numbers of The Living Jge for the 
weeks ending December 1st and 8th contain 
Palmyra, Past and Present, Fortnightly Review; 
Nouvsense as 8 Fine Art, Quarlerly Review; 
The Income of & University and How it is Speat, 
National Review; Barbara, Longman's Maga- 
zine; Boswell and his Editors, Church Quarter- 
ly Review; Recent Advance in Surgery and 

edicine, Edinburgh Review; Francis Turner 
Palgrave, Sunday Mugazine; Roman Catholics 
on Agnosticism, Spectator; Prof. Huxley's Ad. 
vice to Public Speakers, Pall Mall Gazelle; 
Up the Feeder, Spectator; Dutch Independence, 
Times; Some Customs of Inns of Court, C'assell’s 
Saturday Journal; On the Dark Mountains, 
Blackwood's Magazine; Gray, Macmillan’s 
Magazine; Mud Larking in Bohemia, Temple 
Bar; Hamdi Bey, Contemporary Review; 
Richmond Palace and its Royal Residents, Lon- 
don Quarterly Review; The French Clergy 
Exiles in Eogland, A D. 17921797, National 
Review; Desiooated Human Remains, Nualure; 
The Astronomical Observ of Pekin, Nulure; 
and the usual amount of choice poetry. 
For fifty-two numbers ot sixty-four large pages 

each (or more than 3,800 pages & year) the 
subscription price ($8) is low; while for $10.- 
60 the publisbers offer to send any ome of the 
American $4 00 moathlies or weeklies with The 
Living Age tor a year, both postpaid. Littell 
& Co., Buston, are the publishers. 

A good Overcoat for only $56 at Hugh Hay’s 


