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Carleton Sentinel Supplement, May 31, 1890.

(Continued from Sentinel.)
VICTORIA COUNTY COUNCIL.

SPECIAL SESSION.

Andover, April 17, 1890.
QGouncil met in spscial ssssion, the Warden
in the chair, Present, Councillors Brymer,

#&T'weeddale, Phailip, MoCluskey, Scott, Kup-

key, Gillespie, Kelly.
The Warden read a requisition to him
signed by Couns, Tweeddale, Brymer, Kup-

i key, Phillips and Soott, asking him to call a

special meeting of Counncil. He also read
the notice given by him calling the pressnt
session, the objsct of which wase to consider
the question of removing the Secretary Trea-
surer on the groand of neglect of daty and,
if found necessary, the electing a new Sso.
Treas, and the consideriog of all mtters per-
taining to that offi se.

The Warden stated that all the members
of the Council had ben served with noticass
of this special meeting, either personally or
shrough the mails.

QOoun. Brymer said thit basfore procesding
to business he wouald like to hear a repoft
trom the Sioretary-Treasarer, and as to
whether he c>uld jastify the cdarss he had
pursaed.

Tae Sacretary- Treasarer said that the fires
thing he desired to do was to tender his re-
sigoation of offire, but thie could only be
legally done at a meeting compstent to ac-
cept the sams. He read the portion of the
A1t showing that in order to oall a spacial
meeting it was nscessary to put up notices of
such in the several parishss, and as well to
personally serve each coundillor with a copy
of the same. This he claimed was not showa
to have been doae ; three of the Qouacillors
ware absent, and he claimed the right to have
them present. He would tender his resigaa-
tion, bat did not ackoowledge the right of
the meeting to ac: upon it. He wished a
Jegal meeting called to accept it.
read his resignation.

Coun. Brymsr must express sarprive at the
eourss pursasd by the Ssoretary Treasurer
uader the ciroumgstanc2s. Tais masting was
called to consider all matters connected wich
his offise, and his action seemed to acknow-
ledge shat he has not given satisfaction, bat,
clething it with a legal techaicality, he ten-
ders his resignasion. Perhaps this was the
right way of doing ; perhaps it might bring
that offiser more popularity, bat in his opin-
i0n it was a strangs way to proceed. Surely
from the unsatistactory way that offiser had
bsen doing, or leaving undone the C)runty
business, a8 witness his not having yet far-
pished for publication the minutes of Jana-
ary session, it appeared unbecoming in the
Secretary Treasurer to now bring forward
the technical objsction that this meeting is
not legal. He tenders his resigoation, bat
hie protest shows that he would rather hold
the position longer. They had met to trans-
aot the businsss mentioned io the notice, and
he claimed it was compatent for them to elect
& new Ssoretary Treasarer. The Ssoretary
Treasarer claimed that she moetiog was ille-
gal, because the Councillors bad not recsived
proper notice, but he (B:ymar) shought that
was ehowing a poor principle, Let bim ten-
der hie resignation, show a clean sheet, and
then he woald stand far better in the opinion
of everyone. Hs was very sorry to have to
ask that the Sscretary be displaced, bat he

folt compelled in the interest of the County, | p

as well as from the generally expressed desire
of his own constituaeats to do so. The rate-
payers say they cannot get him to transact
the County basiness ; some of the warrants
of assessment had only been issued ata late
day, while a portion had not yet been issued
at all. He was sorry to have to talk thus,
bat he was speaking for the rate-payers gene-
rally, who say they are willing to pay a man

s fair remaneration as Ssoretary Treaisarer, | p

but they expeot him to attend promptly to
the County business.

The Secretary Treasurer remarked that
Coun, Brymer bad intimated that hs (Seo.
Treas.) was trying to gain popalarity by the
course he was pursaing, but, even if that were
trae, he would not be striving any harder
after popularity than was that Councillor.
He had been appointed ta offise at the Jana-
ary session, and he felt that he would be res-
ponsible for the daties pertaining thereto,
until he wae legally displaced. What he de-
sired to do was to now tender his resignation,
and then iet a regular meeting be called to
acoept it.

Coun. Brymer denied that he had said
that the Seoretary wase striving to gain popu-
larity. He esteemed his position and, while
hpre, he wanted to do hie business as a Ooun-
cillor in a strsight-forward and plain man-
ner, and did not pretend to claim popularity,
except in 80 far as his worke merited it.

Coun. Tweeddale said he was partially
responsible for calling this meeting. Ramors
had frequently reached him of the unsatis-
factory way in which the business of the Seo-
retary’s office was being transacted; it wassaid
that the debenture for $500, for which money
in hand was reported at January session and
which the Secretary stated he would retain to
meet it at maturity,was dishonored. Knowing
the Secretary was sick he paid no attention
to these ramors, and supposed that the Seore-
Secretary had used the $500 to pay other
claims and thus was unable to retire the
debenture when due. As late as March he
recsived information that the debenture was
still unpaid, and he then felt it his duty to
take some measures to discover the cause of
the trouble. He had ever entertained the
bighest regard for the Secretary, but he felt
personal feoling should not weigh against
pablic daty. He determined upon having a
special meeting called, and framed and
had sigoed a aisition to the Warden
to oall such. efore taking this etep,
bowever, he felt it was but jastice
to the Secretary Treasurer to inform him of the
oourse intended to be taken. Himselt, couns,
Brymer and Kupkey called on the Secretary
and told him what was parposed to be done,
and asked him for an explanation of his con-

Ha then | P

duct. He acknowledged that he had been
neglectful, but said that he bad been siok.
He, however, had been abou: his office for 3
or 4 wasks after his restoration to health and
still no assessment warrants had been issaed,
mioates of January eession had not been
published and the over dae debentare had
not been paid. After talking with the sec-
retary some tims, he finally asked that we
look over the business since J anuary, and if we
found everything satisfactory, to let matters
stand a¢ they were, and he would do better
in the fatare, and he wou'd alsd pay the de-
bsatare that was due. We crnsented to do
as he wished. Visiting Andover, three days
after this time he (Tweeddale) was earprised
to fiad the dsbsntare still uopaid. Straton
olaimed tht he had the money to pay it, bat
Bsveridge was annoyed at having 85 often
bsen deceived by the sscretary in his promise
to pay, that he declined to oall on Siraton,
olaiming that he (Siraton) should ndow
briag the monsy to him, and fisally
he left the dbsatare with & lawyer
for eolleotion. At a still later date, fiading
the debenture etill nopaid, he ocalled on Mr.
Baveridge and asked him to go with him ¢)
Steato1’s offize, but Bsveridge said he did
oot fesl liks going. Coua. Kapkay, at his
reqaest, saw Siraton, aod obtained his
promiss to call in the afternoon of that day
and pay the debsatare; at 6 o'clock, p. m.,
he found Straton had not fulfilled hie promise,
and then in company with Coun. Kupkey,
waeat to Stratton’s offis, bat he was no! in.
Nixt morning bhe found the debentare still
unpaid, and then he pressated the reqaisition
tor a special meeting to the Warden. This
morning the Sscretary had proposed calling
another moeting, bus thie he, (Tweeddale)
considered mere child’s play. It the Ssore-
tary has been conducting his business aright,
there was no reasoa why he should refuse to
show bow matters stand. The Ssoretary
ressnted himself before them to-day, with-
out any books, etc., and hides himselt behind
a mere technicality. 1o his opinion it would
have baen far more oreditable to the Sscre
tary, if he bad prepared a repors of the pablic
busiaess to lay bsfore them, and had not de-
sosnded to a mere sabterfuga. Everything
gsemed to confirm the saspicion existing in
his own mind, and thit was abroad geaerally,
that it ie impossible for the Sscretary to make
a satisfactory explanation.

Moved by Coun. Tweeddale, seconded by
Coun. Brymr, and— Rssolved that Straton’s
resigoation be noted snd that Council pro-
ceed to businese.

(Here a brief discussion arose as to seeking
legal advice as to the course to be pursaed,
but no action was taken.)

Ooun. Tweeddale said that the most sori-
ous consequencs of the neglect of the Secre-
tary was the fact that they would have no
assessment for statute labor the present year.
He had written Mr, Baird asking him to get
special legislation authorizing assessment for
road work. The ground of objection taken by
Straton did not apply to ar examination of
his accouats, and he would insist upon an
explanation by him of how the business
affairs of the county stand.

The Sscretary Treasurer eaid he had no
objaction to giving any information desired,
but claimed that this meeting was called for
a spocial purpose. Ho could tender his resig-
nation, but the law not having been com-
lied with, its accaptaace now would not be
binding on the county.

Ooun. Scott said I don’t want the Sacre-
tary to resign. He gave bonds in January,
which are good, equal to cash, for a year.
The Oouncil accepted his bonds then aud
now we ask him to resign; what for ? He
would not go for accepting his resignation,
but would vote for a committee to be ap-
pointed to go over his accounts. The rate
ayers were not satisfied, neither was he
himself at the way the business was being
done by the Saicretary. Any rate payer
could go and examine the Secretary’s books.

Ooun. Brymer thought that Coun. Scott
impeached him and Coun. Tweeddale, of
haviog a bad feeling towards the Secretary.
No man at the board had & higher respect
for the Sacretary as a man and gentleman,
than had he (Erymer), and he was sorry to
impeach him, but he was compelled to
through the Secretary’s owc negligence.
That officar has been guilty of negligence and
had admitted the fact. He would be willing
to do anything he could to retain him, but
he felt to do so would be contrary to the
wishes of the whole county.

Scott asked in what way had the Secretary
done wrong. To be sure he had not paid the
bond, but they knew nothing of the transac-
tions between Beveridge and the Sacretary
—perhaps the former owed the latter.

he Secretary Treasurer said the prime
objsct of this meeting was the considering
the transaction of county business by the
Secretary, who if found wrong was to be re-
moved. If the meeting considered itself
roperly constituted, it should have accepted
Eis resignation. He could not now accept
the motion.

Ooun. Scott—can we appoint 8 committee
to investigate ?

Coun. Tweeddale considered the objaction
of the Secretary of no force. Theabsence of
three councillors was no proof that they had
not received notice of the meeting. The ob-
ject of the Sacretary seemed to be to obstruct
the business of the meeting. If his accounts
were all correct why not have them here for
inspection ? Even granting his claim as re-
gards the illegality of the mueting, they
could insist that he submit his accounts for
inspection.

Ooun. Brymer thought it unecessary te
argue the mutter as all must agree with Coun.
Tweeddale that the Secretary had a right to
present his books and papers here for inspec-
tion. It wasa strange fact that he made no
attempt to show how the county business
stands. The question was would they sub-
mit to such treatment at the hands of their
officer; or will the Secretary relieve him-
gelf from the painful pesition in which he is

placed by saying like a man here are my
book vouchers, statemants for your examin-
ation? Andover had been condemned for
not paying her taxes, but rate payers in other
parishes might be condemned for paying thsir
rates, not knowing for what purposes their
money might bs used. Tha respact hitherto
shown the Sacretary ought to influence him
to coms up manfually and give the fullest ex-
planation ; he was surprised at the position
that offizar had takan.

The Sicrotary Treasurer replied that the
Council was supposed to meet to transact
cartain business ; 1 say that as the meesting
is not lagally called I caanot submit. (Bry-
moar, ws ask for yeur accounts.) The re-
quisition is not for an examination of ac-
counts.

Moved by Coun. Tweeddale, seconded by
Osua. Brymor aad, Ris)lved—rthat the Sac-
retary-Treasurer bs called upon to submit
his boks and accounts at this maeting.

Sscratary-Treasarer said if any councillor
waats to sse any books thay can have the
privilege, but I refuse to present them at this
m3stiag ; will not shrw tham to you, Coun.
Twasddale, here, so long as this maeting is
in ssssion.

Ooun. Twaeddale—Ii you refuss to pro-
duca your books, etc., will you answer me
8>m3 questions ?

Sacretary-Treasurer—I will eo far as I can.

Ooun. Tweeddale—Have you received the
loan of $500, authorizsd at Janualy ssesion.
If 8> from what bank, and on what terms,

Answer—Yes, Roacaived it through my-
83lf, at 7} per cant. interest.

Qaestion—I[s the Cranty responsible to
you ?

Anewer—Yes,

Quaestion—Is there any firm holding any
olaim against the County for the $500?

Aaswer—No.

Quaestion—Have you received the balance
of prooeeds of sale of Town lote at Grand
Falls, since January eessicn of Oouncil ?

Answer—Have recsived $316.00.

Qaestion—H)w muach have you received
from the [aspactor of Licenoes since January?

Answer—$340.20.

Qaestion—How much have you received
for fines ?

Answer—$100.

Question—How much have you received
from collecting Jastioes ?

Answer—$400.

Qaestion—Did not your acoruat show &
credit balance in January in the neighbor-
hood of $500?

Anewer— Yes.

Question—When did you iesue the war-
rante of assessments ?

Aaswer— Aboat tha 11th of February.

Qaestion— When did yoa send the publish-
ers the reports of the proseedings of January
gession of Counoil ?

Avnswer—They have not yet besn sent.

Qaestion—Have you taken up the deban-
ture that fell dae in Fabraary ?

Answer—No.

Quaestion—Did you agree to pay it on a
oertain day ?

Avswer—I told Ooun. Kupkey, if it was
presented to me I would pay it.

Question—Caan you puy it to-day ?

Answer (was understood by the reporter
to be)—My endorsement is on the bond given
for the loan of $500, from whioh [ must be
relieved.

Q estion—Then you will bhold the $500
uasil the bond is paid ?

Aoswer—I borrowed it on my owa én-
doreement.

Question—In event that the bood is not
paid at maturity, who will be responsible ?

Aaswer —The county .

Question—Why object to pay the deben-
tare due with the $500 in hand since Jan.?

Answer—It was too late 1n the evening re-
ferred to by vou to attend to it, and next
day I was informed that notices for this meet-
ing had been issued.

Quaestion— Have you the $500 in hand ?

Answer—I have $500 ia hand.

Question—1t that debenture 1s presented
now will yoa pay it ?

Answer—I will wait to see what Council
will do.

Coun. Soott remarked that when the re-
quisition asking for tbe calling of this meet-
ing was first presented to him he bad refused
to siga it. He felt that Beveridge's claim to
bave his debenture paid was no stronger than
was that of the poor girls teaching for ewall
salaries to haye their drafts paid. It looked
as though the school drafts were not to be
paid until Baveridge's bond wae taken up,
and he wouald not sign a requisition for that.
He had said investigate all the transactions
of the Secretary Treasurer and then he would
go for calling a special meeting. There was
too much giving way to the claims of the
rich, while poor schoo! teachers were treated
with negleot. His idea wae that the school
drafts should be paid first. If Council did
not assess enough to mee$ county contingen-
cies, then let Secretary pay as far as the
money would go, and let Counocil increase
their assessment,

Coun. Brymer thought Coun. Scott desired
to shirk responsibility and to censure those
calling this meeting ; intimating that meeting
was oalled at the instigation of Beveridge.
He (Brymer) stood there as an independent
man to represent an independent parish ; he
was not & dingle, a mere mouthpiece for any-
body or clique, but desired to do the business
of the county in a straightforward manner
and to represent his parish honorably, and
asking for nothing but what was fair and
right,
that the interest manifested wae simply be-
cause it was Beveridge that wae jnterested. —
In January the Secretary reported that there
was 8 debenture of $500 about falling due,
but he (Brymer) never asked who it was
payable to. He ascertained from the Secre-
tary that he had $500 in hand to meet the
debenture, ard he had confidence in the truth
of the statement. Hls cause of complaint

(

repudiated the intimation that he was acting
in the interest of any clique or clan.

Ooun. Scott bad no objection to find with
Coun. Brymer, but he could not see why all
this fass was made about the debentare. It
appsared that the Secretary hed not paid it,
and now Baveridge could sae, and if 8o the
Secretary would have to pay the costs.

Ooun. Brymer was interested in saving the
county from the paymsat of cost.

Coun. Tweeddale eaid, jadging from his
remarks Coun. Scott attribated the calling
of this meeting to the faot that Bsveridges
dsbantare had not been paid. Well, he con-
tended that of itself was quite saffizient cause
for the course pursaed. Coun. Scott eaye
Beveridge can sue, but sarely the county
does not want to be sued when it has funde
on haed to pay. The desire of the council,
he believed, was to pay all legitimate debte
agaionst the county, whether the claimants
were rich or poor; to maintain the dignity
of the county and faitbtally discharge the
pablic interests intrusted to it. When the
Secretary-Treasurer had been urged to do
what he could in order to pay & just claim,
and failed to do so, he thought there was
nothing strange in their asking thas officer
for an explaovation of hiz oconduot. Coun.
Saott made light of the fact that a debentare
had been dishonored, but he wae pleased to
be able to tell that ocouncillor that this wae
the first instance in whioch a debenture of the
county had been dishonored. From all that
had transpired he wae strongly of the im-
pression that the secretary wae not in & posi-
tion to retire the debenture.

Coua, Scott eaid that at January seseion,
knowing that the rate-payers were not sitie-
fied, although he himself was perfeotly eatis-
fisd with the secretary, he had nominated J,
E. Porter for the offics of secretary-treasurer,
but no one seconded his nomination. Not a
councillor then seemsd diseatisfied with the
secretary. That officer is under good bonds,
aond now if he and Beveridge had a quarrel
it was nothing to the council ; if Beveridge
did not get his pay he could sue. He had
pominated an oppoeition secratary, bat the
councillors refused to acoept him. and now
they were putting the ocounty to all this
bother.

Qoun Tweeddale eaid Coun. Scott placed
all the blame on the council ; none on Stra-
ton. In January the council wae eatisfied,
from the report of the auditor, that up to
that time the basiness of the secretary’s offise
had been conducted straight. Of course there
was some faalt finding at the secretary’s ap-
parent neglect, bat this wae overlooked on
the ground that he had been taking an active
part in the then recent election. The secre-
tary then had prodaced hie papers, and on
examination his account was found correct.
He (Tweeddale) was satisfi~d that if the sec-
retary to-day eould back up his acoount as
presented at the January seesion, it would be
shown that the county had not suffered ooe
cent loss. He had never before seen an in-
stance when he thought the secretary had
dooe wrong. He believed the council had
failed in making sufficient provisione to sup-
ply funds to meet the claims of the county ;
thie opinion of his he had already placed on
record, Rate-payers expressed sarprise at
the present indebtedness of the county, in
view of the faot that when the secretary-
trsasurer took office there was a balance to
the credit of the county of $1,000, bus it
must be remembered that $500 of that eur-
plue was applied to the purchase of a safe and
$500 expended in the work of takiog the
valuation. Then, agiin, for two years fol-
lowing, the assessment each year was but
8500, for contingent purposes, and the next
year only $600. Lo none of these years did
the expenditure for contingencies fall below
$1600, which shows that a deficit must ne
cessarily come. In two yeare, also, there wae
an extra expenditure enteiled by the Dyer
and Howe criminal cases ; in the latter case
an assessment of $2,200 being necessary to
meet the expenses. The ordinary yearly ex-
penditure for contingenciee is $1600, and
with the small yearly assesements made it
would be readily apparent how the busineee
of the county is retarded. Knowing these
facte he was disposed to overlook the gram-
biing abroad in reference to the Secretary,
previoue to the January seeeion, and thought
that by a slight yearly increase of the assess-
ment the finances would be brought back to
a healthy condition. Baut at the Jaovary
gession sach arrangements were effected s
satisfied him (Tweeddale) and eatisfied the
Secretary, that within sixty daye tbereafter
the Sscretary would be able to call in all
olaims against the county save the school
drafts, and leave bas & emall portion of in-
debtedness against the county at the end of
the year; and, next year, by a small increase
of assessment, there would be a surplas in the
treasury.

The Warden read a note from two of the
sureties of Secretary Treasurer, J. E. Porter
and T. R. Osmeron, aeking to be relieved
from any farther liability as such sureties.

Moved by Ooun. Tweeddale, seconded by
Coun. Kelly, and Resolved, That as thie
meeting is not in & position to act upon the
communication, it take no action in the
matter.

Coun. Brymer said that if it was intended
to have a special meeting of the Council, he

It was unfair for Coun. Scott to say | req

was that the debenture was not paid ; and he

thought it desirable to have Mr. Watts pres-
ent, 80 that he might report and publish pro-
ceedings thereat so that the county might
know what wae said and done,

On motion Brymer, s:conded by Tweed-
dale, it was Resolved, That Mr. Watts be
aested to be present at the special meeting
of Coandil to be called for the 29th inet.

Adjourned sine die.

SPECIAL SESSION.
Andover, April 29th, 1890.

A special session of Council, opened this
day at the County Court House, Warden in
the ohair and all the Oouncillors present, ex-
cept McCluskey, whose absence was caused

by illnees,




